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April 10, 2014 

 
 

Re: Statement Regarding Employment Contracts With Ian 
Campbell and Ann Spira Campbell 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We have been engaged by the San Diego Opera Association (the “Opera”) to advise it 
in connection with the anticipated assignment for the benefit of creditors or alternative liquidation 
procedure.  In response to the incorrect speculation in the press, the Opera has requested that I 
confirm the following statements regarding the employment contracts of Mr. Ian Campbell and Ms. 
Ann Spira Campbell.1   

First, if the Opera enters into an assignment for the benefit of its creditors or 
alternative liquidation procedure, the Opera has been advised that it should not make any payments 
to either Mr. Campbell or Ms. Spira Campbell at the conclusion of their employment (other than for 
actual services rendered and other amounts required by law (for example, payment of accrued paid 
time off)).  The Opera has been advised not to pay any severance or other similar payments to Ms. 
Spira Campbell or Mr. Campbell, even if any such payments may be available under their 
employment agreements with the Opera. 

Second, at the time of the assignment for the benefit of creditors or alternative 
liquidation procedure, both Mr. Campbell and Ms. Spira Campbell will have the ability to assert 
unsecured claims (along with all other creditors) in such proceedings.  Their claims may be capped 
by applicable law (for example, bankruptcy law) and they will be entitled to pro rata distributions 
together with all other unsecured creditors based on the allowed amount of their claims. 

Third, both Mr. Campbell and Ms. Spira Campbell would in all likelihood receive 
more money if the Opera continued operations than if it ceased operations and liquidated.  

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Victor A. Vilaplana 

 
 

                                                 
1 This statement is being provided without a waiver of the attorney client, work product or any other applicable 

privilege. 


