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If the election were today, Washington voters would create some work for the State Supreme Court by passing conflicting measures on background checks for gun sales. Two firearm initiatives will appear on the November ballot, with opposite effect. Both had substantial majori-ties inclined to vote for them in the recent Elway Poll: 55% were inclined to vote for I-591, which would prohibit background checks on firearm sales “unless a national standard is required.” 72% were inclined to vote for I-594, which would apply back-ground checks to “all firearm sales and transfers,  including gun shows and online sales.” 40% of the 504 voters interviewed last week were inclined to vote for both measures. Anticipating some confusion over the ballot titles, we asked survey respondents this question after reading the ballot ti-tles: “Just to be clear, do you favor more extensive background checks for gun sales? Or do you favor keeping the background check system as it is?” 62% favored more extensive back-ground checks, which, coincidentally, is about the average of support for the two initiatives here. The underlying attitude about gun rights may have shifted somewhat in the past year, but not in a consistent direction. One year ago (March 2013), 79% of voters told The Elway Poll they favored background checks on all gun sales. The 62% in this survey who favor making background checks more re-strictive could represent a significant decline in support for background checks. And yet 72% intend to vote for I-594 to expand background checks. In that survey last March, 55% of Washington voters said that “protecting the right of Americans to own guns” was more important than “controlling gun ownership”; while 37% said controlling gun owner rights was more im-portant than protecting gun owners’ rights. Last week, 50% said protecting gun rights was more important vs. 40% who said controlling gun ownership was more important. That represents a net shift of 8 points toward con-trolling gun ownership, although a bare majority still said protecting gun rights was the more important consid-eration. So somewhere between 62% and 79% of Washington voters favor expanding background checks. The trick for voters this fall will be to vote in accordance with their intentions. Of those who favor more restrictions: 50% were inclined to vote for  I-591 (which would keep restrictions as they are) and   9% intended to vote against I-594 (which would tighten restrictions). On the other side, of those opposed to more background checks: 23% were planning to vote against I-591 (which would prohibit expansion), and 49% were planning to vote for I-594 (which would expand background checks). There were some differences at the conceptual level, but not in the support for I-594, support for which was universally  north of 65%.  >> 
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The Elway Poll 

501 registered voters, selected at random from registered voter lists in Washington state, 
were interviewed April 9-13 2014 by live, professional interviewers. 29% of the interviews 
were conducted on cell phones. The margin of sampling error is ±4.5% at the 95% level 
of confidence. This means, in theory, had this same survey been conducted 100 times, the 
results would be within ±4.5% of the results reported here at least 95 times. 

Sample Profile 

The Elway Poll is an independent, non-partisan analysis of public 
opinion in Washington and the Northwest. 

PROPRIETARY QUESTIONS: Each quarter, space is reserved in 
the questionnaire to allow for proprietary questions. The fee for 
proprietary questions is $1000 per question. You will receive 
the results of your question(s) with full crosstabulations within 
three days after the interviews are completed. 

CROSSTABS: A full set of cross-tabulation tables for any 
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REGION 
King County ........................................ 30% 
Pierce + Kitsap.................................... 15% 
North Sound (Snohomish to Whatcom) ........17% 
Western Washington (Clallam to Clark).....16% 
Eastern Washington ........................... 21% 

GENDER 
Male .................................................... 50% 
Female ................................................ 50% 

AGE 
18-35................................................... 16% 
36-50................................................... 24% 
51-64................................................... 31% 
65+...................................................... 28% 

PARTY IDENTIFICATION 
Democrat ............................................ 30% 
Republican ......................................... 23% 
Independent ........................................ 47% 

EDUCATION  
High School......................................... 16% 
Some College ..................................... 25% 
College Graduate................................ 40% 
Post Graduate..................................... 17% 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
<$50,000............................................. 30% 
$50-99,000.......................................... 29% 
$100,000+........................................... 19% 
No Answer .......................................... 21% 

FIREARMS IN HOME 
YES..................................................... 35% 
NO....................................................... 49% 
No Answer .......................................... 15% 

>> The deepest divides were along party lines, but even there differences were more ideological than behavioral: 
●Republicans said protecting gun rights was more important than controlling gun ownership by 74-20%, while Democ-rats chose controlling gun ownership over gun rights by  66-24%. Independents chose gun rights by 55-34%. 
●Democrats wanted to expand background checks (83%) while Republicans were evenly divided (46-46%). Inde-pendents sided with Democrats (57-36% in favor of ex-panded background checks). 
●On I-591, Democrats were divided (46% support-42%oppose), while 72% of Republicans and 53% of Independ-ents were in favor 
●On I-594, strong majorities of Democrats (87%), Republi-cans (68%) and Independents (65%) were all in support . Also notable: 
●Men were on the side of protecting gun rights (54-37%). Women were more evenly divided (47-44% in favor of pro-tecting gun rights vs. controlling gun ownership); Women were more supportive of expanded background checks than were men (65% vs. 59%), and substantially more likely to support I-594 (77% vs. 68% of men).   None of the gender differences are statistically significant, however. 
●Just over 1/3 (35%) of these respondents own firearms (down from 42% last year). Of these gun owners: 58% said the rights of gun owners trump the need to con-trol gun ownership. However: 62% favored expanding background checks; 71% intended to vote for I-594; and 57% intended to vote for I-591. To the extent there is voter confusion on the ballot meas-ures, it surrounds I-591 more than I-594. Clear and strong majorities across the board intended to vote for  I-594, which is consistent with the support for expansion of background checks. Support for I-591, on the other hand, fluctuates by demographic category and gun rights attitudes.  Voter turnout could be expected to play a role in this off-year election with no statewide offices on the ballot. So far however, there is no significant effect. Among likely Novem-ber voters, 52% were inclined to vote for I-591 and 68% were inclined to voter for I-594. At this stage in the campaign, the task for proponents of expanded background checks is to clear up existing confu-sion in enough voters’ minds about the consequences of the two initiatives so that I-591 loses at the polls.  The task for proponents of the status quo is to cultivate the confusion, hope that both measures pass, then get them both overturned in  court after the election. 
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