
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Stephen B. Tyler 
CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

205 N. BRIDGE, SUITE 301 
VICTORIA, TEXAS 77901-8085 

Phone: (361) 575-0468 
Fax: (361) 576-4139 

 
11 April 2014 

 
Ms. Priest, 

On February 13, 2014, a Victoria County jury, Judge Gilliam presiding, found Ruben 
Baladez guilty of Driving While Intoxicated second offense (DWI 2nd), a Class A misdemeanor.  

After that February 13, 2014, jury verdict of guilty, but prior to sentencing, the defense 
argued that although they respected the decision of the jury, Mr. Baladez did not cause the 
accident. Prior to trial, Mr. Baladez filed an application for probation swearing he had no prior 
felony convictions. Mr. Baladez did in fact have a prior felony conviction 

On February 13, 2014, the prosecuting attorney secured an arrest warrant for Aggravated 
Perjury (a Third Degree Felony), which the court bailiff executed that day. Mr. Baldez then 
posted a $14,000 bond and was released from custody with the condition of installing an 
interlock device on his vehicle. Judge Gilliam scheduled sentencing for April 2, 2014. 

On April 2, 2014 at approximately 2:30 A.M., the day of his sentencing, the City of 
Victoria Police Department arrested Mr. Baldez for Driving While Intoxicated Third Offense 
(DWI 3rd a Third Degree Felony) and possession of Marijuana greater than two ounces but less 
than 4 ounces in a drug free zone (a State Jail Felony). At the time of his arrest, Mr. Baladez 
operated a vehicle which did not have an ignition interlock device installed in his vehicle. A 
warrant was issued to draw his blood in this new case.  

Judge Gilliam sentenced Ruben Baldez on Wednesday, April 2, 2014, the sentence was a 
$4000 fine, 365 days in jail, and a 2 year driver’s license suspension.  Driving While Intoxicated 
(DWI) second offense is a Class A misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to $4000 and or a 
[county] jail sentence up to 365 days with a two year driver’s license suspension. The sentence 
pronounced is the maximum allowed under Texas Law. Texas Penal Code Sect. 49.09 (h) 
requires Mr. Baldez install an ignition interlock device on his vehicle for the term of driver’s 
license suspension and an additional year (3 years). 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Timothy R. Poynter 
Assistant Criminal District Attorney 
Victoria County, Texas 
205 N. Bridge St., Suite 301 
Victoria, Texas 77901 
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