
 

Dear Oklahoma Legislator, 

My name is Barry Goldwater Jr. and I am Co-Chairman of TUSK which stands for Tell Utilities Solar won’t be Killed. Just as 

my father stood for conservative values such as choice and free markets, I stand for energy choice and energy independence. I am 

proud to be serving as Co-Chairman of this organization because I think solar can be good politics and good policy for our states 

and our party.  Indeed, I think the idea of energy choice via rooftop solar that so many conservatives are embracing is a lot like 

the charter school and educational choice movement nearly all Republicans embrace. 

I helped form TUSK last year when our local monopoly utility, Arizona Public Service, tried to impose a $50-$100 fee on solar 

homes and businesses. Nearly 100 years as an established monopoly with a steady 10%+ ROE wasn’t enough of an upper hand 

on the limited amount of competition in the market - APS wanted to tax rooftop solar out of existence. They were trying to use 

government intervention to harm a competitor. That’s bad for the economy and it’s certainly not the conservative way. 

SB 1456 in Oklahoma mandates fixed charges of an unspecified amount on homes and businesses that have invested their own 

capital to install distributed generation on their properties. Make no mistake; your electric utilities are taking a page from APS’ 

playbook here. When a home or business buys solar panels or a small wind turbine, the financial benefit is that you use less 

energy from your utility monopoly. And they want to tax you for contributing less to their profits. 

In Arizona, APS could have gotten into the rooftop solar business but it was lazy and turned its back on this market. Instead of 

embracing and encouraging new energy technology, they want to follow the same worn out business plan that has been around 

for a century. OG&E, PSO, and the many other utilities in the state of Oklahoma have largely ignored the sun as an energy 

resource, despite the fact that the state is the ninth best in the country for solar production. So if a homeowner or business owner 

says, I want to do this on my own, who is the government to stop them? This is about consumer choice, not continued monopoly. 

This is about what is good for customers, not just shareholders. In addition, OG&E only has 200 distributed generation customers 

out of 800,000 total customers. They are worried about 1 in 4000 homes and businesses that use less electricity. This issue is 

premature and not one that should take valuable time and attention of lawmakers. It is a solution looking for a problem. What is 

the problem? 

Oklahoma is an oil, gas, and coal state. That isn’t likely to change anytime soon. Allowing private enterprise and the rooftop 

solar industry to thrive will give energy customers in Oklahoma a choice as to how they get their electricity. If you slap heavy 

taxes on it, you are allowing the heavy hand of government to stop competition in favor of long-held monopolies. 

Reject SB 1456. This bill represents a violation of property rights, elimination of energy choice, and plain bad politics. 

Republicans should always fight tax increases.  

Sincerely, 

 
 

Barry Goldwater Jr.  

Former U.S. Congressman 

Chairman, TUSK (Tell Utilities Solar won’t be Killed) 

 

 


