
Attachment A 

 

5A. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination based on race, color, 

or national origin in programs or activities receiving federal financial assistance. In 

particular it is unlawful to a) provide any service, financial aid, or other benefit to an 

individual which is different, or is provided in a different manner, from that 

provided to others under the program, b) restrict an individual in any way in the 

enjoyment of any advantage or privilege enjoyed by others receiving any service, 

and/or c) deny an individual an opportunity to participate in the program through 

the provision of services or otherwise or afford him an opportunity to do so which is 

different from that afforded others under the program (§ 100.3).  

 

• Black UNC student-athletes enrolled in 218 hours of paper courses and White 

UNC student-athletes enrolled in 19 hours of paper courses.  

• Black male UNC student-athletes were enrolled in 180 hours of paper 

courses and White UNC male student-athletes were enrolled in 19 hours of 

paper courses.  

• Black female UNC student-athletes were enrolled in 38 hours of paper 

courses and White female UNC student-athletes were enrolled in 0 hours of 

paper classes. (Johnson & Willingham, 2013) 

 

The data suggests Black student-athletes are disproportionately enrolled in 

paper courses when compared to White student-athletes. 

 

  



Attachment B 

 

5.A.  Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits discrimination based on sex 

in education programs and activities that receive federal financial assistance.  In 

particular Title IX (Subpart D) prohibits discrimination with respect to: 

 

• Access to classes and school such educational benefits - including the quality, 

range, and content of curriculum and other services and the quality and 

availability of books, instructional materials, and technology, the 

qualifications of faculty and staff (106.34).   

 

Beginning in the 1990s and continuing at least through 2011, UNC’s 

Department of African, African American, and Diaspora Studies offered more 

than 200 lecture courses that never met (Barrett, 2013). Students were given 

an assignment such as a term paper and told to turn it in at the end of the 

semester (Kane, 2012). One subset of students who were typically enrolled in 

the AFAM class were student-athletes; in particular male student-athletes.  

These courses are hereafter referred to as paper courses.  

 

  Real Sports 3/25/2014 Partial Transcript 

Portion of Real Sports (RS) Interview with former UNC Michael McAdoo (MM) 

MM: I was like hold up. I got a class that I’m getting credited three hours 

credit and I never have to go. When I got there they already had what we 

were going to major in. 

RS: You are not suggesting Michael that when you got there some one handed 

you a piece a paper and said here are your classes. 

MM: That’s what happened. 

 

Portion of Interview with former UNC football player Bryon Bishop (BB) 

BB: From the first day I stepped on campus I had a schedule. 

RS: …and you didn’t pick those classes? 

BB: No sir! 

RS: The athletic department picked those classes? 

BB: Yes, sir.  

RS: Did they ever flat our say that they wanted you to study these courses 

because they were easier? 

BB: Yes they did. 

RS: What did they say? 

BB: To stay on course with graduation you need to take these courses. 

RS: Did you have to take a foreign language? 

BB: Yes I did. 

RS: What language did you study? 



BB: Swahili. 

RS: Swahili? Has that come in handy since you graduated? 

BB: Not at all (Smiling) 

RS: So you didn’t pick Swahili…. 

BB: Absolutely not! 

 

Portion of Interview with former UNC athletics learning specialist Mary 

Willingham (MW) 

RS: We spoke to some kids who in many cases said they were shuttled into 

African-American Studies. Is this true? 

MW: W: Yes, it was a total scam.    (HBO Real Sports, 2014) 

 

• Counseling - including instances where a student finds that a particular class 

contains a substantially disproportionate number of individuals of one sex 

(106.36). 

 

Public records show that in the summer of 2011, 19 students enrolled in 

AFAM 280. Eighteen of the students played on the football team (the other 

was a former football player). UNC conducted an internal review of one 

upper-level class within the AFAM department during the summer of 2007. 

Records show that of 41 enrollments in the class, 22 were student athletes. 

Other records show that football and basketball players made up a majority 

of the enrollments in at least nine paper classes.  

 

The Rawlings Report, commissioned by UNC, acknowledged that athletes 

were enrolled disproportionately in UNC’s problematic classes (Barrett, 

2014).  Afterwards, The former UNC chancellor Holden Thorpe expressed, in 

a statement, that “Anytime you have a class consisting solely of student-

athletes, it raises questions,” he said (Kane, 2012).  

 

According to former football player Michael McAdoo “They pretty much put 

me in that class,” McAdoo said of the counselors in the Academic Support 

Program for Student-Athletes. “They pretty much told me ... that I might want 

to consider that class and I really don’t have much time to think about it, so (I 

might) want to take that class while it was available” (Kane, 2013). Records 

also show that academic advisers assigned to athletes helped the players 

enroll in paper classes (Kane, 2012).  

 

The Rawlings report also found that the UNC Academic Support Program for 

Student-Athletes (ASPSA), employees were aware of certain courses called 

"term paper courses" in which there was little to no instruction and only a 

requirement of writing a 20-25 page paper at the end of the term (Martin, 

2013). 

 



A UNC faculty report said an unidentified “departmental staff manager” 

within African studies (AFAM) may have directed athletes to enroll in the no-

show classes, and that “it seems likely” someone in the department was 

calling counselors for athletes to tell them “certain courses” were available. 

The report says the Student Athlete Academic Support Program sent student-

athletes to AFAM (Faculty Report, 2013).  

 

According the Willingham study1 68 student-athletes were enrolled in paper 

courses; 59 were males and 9 were females (Johnson & Willingham, 2013).  

Male UNC student-athletes were enrolled in 199 hours of paper courses and 

female UNC student-athletes were enrolled in 38 hours of paper courses.  

Male UNC student-athletes were in enrolled in 5 times as many paper course 

hours as to female UNC student-athletes.  

 

The disparity is an indicator that male UNC student-athletes are not provided 

with the same educational opportunities, including quality of education, as 

female UNC students-athletes.  Further, this information suggests that male 

UNC student-athlete’s are not provided with the same treatment and 

services, including course advising, as female UNC student-athletes. 

 

  

                                                           

1
 The study was conducted by a former UNC learning specialist assigned to provide services 

for student-athletes and includes data on 183 academically “at-risk” UNC athletes from 

2004 to 2012.  



Potential Witnesses 

• Butch Davis, Football Coach, 2007 to 2010 

• Larry Fedroa, Football Coach, 2012 to Present 

• Dick Baddour, Athletic Director, 1997 to 2011 

• Roy Williams, Men’s Basketball Coach, 2003 to Present 

• Sylvia Hatchell, Women’s Basketball Coach, 1986 to Current 

• Michael McAdoo, Former UNC Student-Athlete 

• Deunta Williams, Male Student-Athlete 

• Byron Bishop, Male Student-Athlete 

• John Blanchard, Liaison to academic advising 

• Robert Mercer, Academic support director for UNC athletes, 2002 to 2011 

• Harold Woodard, Associate Dean Student Success Center  

• Jan Boxill, Women’s basketball announcer 1985 to Present & Faculty Chair 

• Mary Willingham, Former Athletic Department Learning Specialist 

• Vince Ille, Liaison to academic advising 

• Deborah Crowder, AFAM Department Manager  

• Julius Nyang'oro, Chair AFAM Department 

• Bobbi Owen, Associate Dean, 2009 

• James Murphy, Summer School Dean, Undisclosed to 2006 

• Jan Yopp, Summer School Dean, 2007-Present 

• Karen Gil, Dean College of Arts and Sciences, Undetermined time limit 

• Jonathan Hartlyn, Senior Associate Dean for Social Sciences  

• Risa Ileen Palm, Provost, 2003 

• Richard Solaway, Provost, July 2003-March 2004 

• Bernadette Gray-Little, Provost, March 2004 to June 2006 

• Madeline G. Levine, Provost, July 2006 to June 2007 

• Bruce W. Carney, Provost, July 2008 to 

• James Dean, Provost, Current 

• Holden Thorpe, Provost July 2007 to June 2008 and Chancellor 2008 to 2012  

 

Interpretations of Title IX specify three major areas of compliance one of which is effective 

accommodation of the interests of student-athletes in both sexes (Gohl, 2001).  The 

nondiscrimination paradigm focuses on holistic criteria and ensures that no covert 

discrimination exists in treatment of students.  By focusing on the experiences of men and 

women the government and the courts consider the entire environment surrounding 

collegiate athletics; including advising and course enrollment. The sex and race based 

discrimination at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill exists because athletic 

department and senior university administrators officials have failed to remedy the 

disproportionality and to provide remedies for the males and people of color affected by 

the unequal treatment.   
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