
The Tentative Rulings for Tuesday, March 18, 2014 are: 

 

 

 
Re:    Lower Tule River Irrigation District v. Sandridge Partners, LP 
 
Case No.:   253401 
 
Date:   March 18, 2014      Time: 8:30 A.M.   
Dept. 7 – The Honorable H. N. Papadakis     
 
Motion:   (1) Plaintiff’s Motion to Compel Further Discovery Responses and 
Documents with Request for Monetary Sanctions; and (2) Plaintiff’s Motion for 
Preliminary Injunction. 
 
Tentative Ruling:    (1)To Deny Defendant’s request for a continuance, and to 
Grant Plaintiff’s Motion to Compel Further Discovery Responses and Documents 
and to Order Defendant Sandridge Partners, LP to provide further verified 
responses to Plaintiff’s discovery within fourteen (14) days of service of this order, 
to Order Sandridge to pay a monetary sanction to Plaintiff in the sum of $650.00; 
and (2)  to Deny Plaintiff’s request to present oral testimony and to Grant 
Plaintiff’s Motion for Preliminary Injunction and to Order that Defendant 
Sandridge Partners, LP is enjoined from pumping water for use beyond the subject 
real property during the pendency of this action subject to further order of the 
court. 
 
The parties’ dispute relates to Sandridge’s use of groundwater.  In December, 2012 
Sandridge acquired the subject real property a portion of which is located within 
the LTRID.  Other portions of the property are not within a water district.  The 
property borders the Angiola Water District (AWD).  The subject property has six 
wells and pumps.  At least three of those wells appear to be within the LTRID.  
The remaining wells do not appear to be located within any water district.  
Although no crops were grown on the subject property in 2013, Sandridge pumped 
water from its wells, including those within the LTRID.  Plaintiff asserts that 
Sandridge transported water from LTRID and from its non-water district property 
to orchards farmed by Sandridge which are located outside of the LTRID and 
outside of the Tule Subbasin (which holds water owned or controlled by LTRID 
and landowners within the district, water for Sandridge’s non-water district 
property, and water owned by other districts).  LTRID asserts that Sandridge 
engaged in an improper appropriative use of LTRID water and other Tule Subbasin 



water which is subject to interests senior to that of Sandridge.  LTRID seeks to 
enjoin Sandridge’s continued use of LTRID water and other Tule Subbasin water 
for such purposes. 
 
Sandridge disputes the facts asserted by LTRID.  Sandridge acknowledges no 
crops were grown on the subject property in 2013 and further asserts that water 
pumped from the property did not exceed the historical use for the subject 
property.  Sandridge contends that water pumped from the property was used for 
adjoining Sandridge property (not orchards outside of the Tule Subbasin) and by 
agreement for adjoining property farmed by an Angiola Water District landowner.  
Sandridge also contends that it has an agreement with the Angiola Water District to 
utilize water on its orchards outside of the Tule Subbasin.  Sandridge contends that 
it used water in accordance with agreements with the Angiola Water District and 
consistent with agreements between the Angiola Water District and LTRID.  With 
these facts, Sandridge asserts that LTRID will be unable to establish that any water 
pumped from the subject property was misused.  Finally, Sandridge argues that 
LTRID lacks sufficient data to establish that ground water in the district is subject 
to “overdraft” or “critical overdraft” to support its contention that it will be 
irreparably harmed.  
 
LTRID has provided authority for its assertion that any use of water by Sandridge 
for property other than the subject property (whether within or outside of the Tule 
Subbasin) constitutes an appropriative use.  Sandridge has not adequately disputed 
LTRID’s definition of appropriative use.  LTRID’s evidence is sufficient to 
establish that the water level in the Tule Subbasin has declined over time and that 
LTRID stands to receive no water from its federal and state water contracts to be 
utilized in LTRID’s recharge program.  LTRID has sufficiently established that 
there is no surplus water available for any appropriative use by Sandridge.  LTRID 
has also effectively shown that no agreement between Sandridge and the Angiola 
Water District or between LTRID and the Angiola Water district would allow 
Sandridge to use water as asserted where no appropriative use is permitted.  
LTRID has sufficiently established that it would suffer irreparable harm from any 
continued improper appropriative use as at least some portion of the water 
Sandridge pumps is being transferred outside of the Tule Subbasin and the water is 
a scarce and irreplaceable resource under the current draught conditions existing in 
Central California. 
 
Sandridge asserts that due to counsel’s health issues, it has not been able to address 
LTRID’s request for further discovery responses.  LTRID has outlined its various 
efforts to meet and confer over this discovery dispute.  LTRID’s requests for 




