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controlled substance and was incarcerated at the San Diego Central Jail.  On 01/16/14, he was reportedly found alone in 
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San Diego Medical Examiner 
5570 Overland Avenue, Suite#101 
San Diego, CA 92123-1206 
(858) 694-2895 

 Case Number : 14-00156 
Investigator : Jennifer Wright 
Date of Death : 01/18/2014 
Date Today : 03/19/2014 

 
INVESTIGATIVE NARRATIVE 
 
Decedent: Jason James Rodda 
 
 
Antemortem Events: 
On 01/18/14, I learned the following information via medical records provided by UCSD Medical Center.  The 
decedent was a 32 year-old, single, White male who was found alone in a cell at one of the county jails with a 
shirt tied around his neck.  A deputy making rounds found the decedent on the ground and summoned medical 
personnel.  He was found in pulseless electrical activity and cardiopulmonary resuscitation was initiated.  9-1-1 
was called and responding paramedics, continued CPR, and defibrillated him one time.  He was transported to 
UCSD Medical Center where he arrived in sinus tachycardia.  CPR was continued and a pulse returned.  He was 
found to have elevated lactate levels and low pH.  CT scans of the head, neck, and torso were negative for 
trauma or fractures.  A neurology consult was performed and he was diagnosed with an anoxic brain injury 
secondary to strangulation.  He was admitted and given a poor prognosis.  On 01/18/14, his family chose 
comfort care only and he was extubated.  Death was pronounced on 01/18/14 at 1517 hours by Dr. Steinberg.   
 
On 01/18/14, I learned the following information during a telephonic interview with the decedent’s father, 
Emmit Rodda.  The decedent called him on 01/14/14 and stated he was having trouble with a motorcycle gang.  
He sounded anxious and stated “They are closing in on me…If you don’t hear from me again I love you”.  He 
stated he later received a call from the decedent and he was in the jail downtown on a ten day flash 
incarceration.  He made no suicidal ideations at the time.   He informed me the incident happened at the Vista 
Detention Center.  He stated that when the jail notified him of the incident he was informed the decedent was 
found hanged in his cell.  Reportedly he tested positive for methamphetamine when he was admitted to UCSD.  
The decedent had been in and out of jail for the last 14 years and there was no history of suicidal attempts while 
incarcerated.     
 
On 01/18/14, I learned the following information during a telephonic interview with San Diego Sheriff 
Detective Hubbert, ID 2495.  The incident occurred at the San Diego Central Jail on 01/16/14.  At the time of 
the interview he had no further information.  On 01/20/14, Investigator Joseph learned the following 
information during telephonic interview with Detective Hubbert.  The decedent was taken into custody and 
booked at the San Diego Central Jail on 01/14/14.  He reportedly informed Corrections Officers he was a Hells 
Angel drop out and that the motorcycle gang had given the “green light” for a hit on the decedent.  He was 
placed in protective custody and transferred to Vista Detention Facility.  On 01/16/14, he was transferred back 
to the Central Jail for court and was placed alone in a holding cell.  A deputy making rounds found him on 
01/16/14 at 0841 hours on the ground with the shirt tied around his neck.  There was no indication the decedent 
had been suspended at any point.     
 
Past Medical, Surgical, and Social History: 
Per the decedent's father he had a history of hepatitis C and hypertension.  He had a long history of illicit drug 
use and was known to "use anything he could get".  He denied any history of suicidal ideations or attempts.   
 
Scene Description:  
The scene was UCSD Medical Center, Surgical Intensive Care Unit, Bed 6, located at 200 W. Arbor Drive in 
San Diego.   
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Body Description:  
Upon further review, I viewed a White male supine on a standard hospital bed.  He was covered with a sheet 
and upon removal of the sheet I noted he was clad in a green hospital gown.  All medical interventions had been 
removed except for a Foley catheter.  The skull was free of crepitus by palpation and the ears and nares free of 
any fluids.  One suture was noted at the right frontal region of the head.  The pupils were dilated and equal and 
petechiae were noted about the sclera and the conjunctiva of the left and right eye.  Petechiae were noted about 
the skin surrounding the eyes.  There was no ligature mark furrow noted about the neck.  The anterior torso was 
unremarkable.  An abrasion was noted at the left shin.   The anterior arms were unremarkable.  A circular 
abrasion was noted at the heel of the left and right foot.  The decedent was repositioned to continue examination 
and a decubitus ulcer covered with a bandage was noted at the coccyx.  Several abrasions were noted at the 
back of the right knee and calf.  Lividity was posterior and blanching which was consistent with the position in 
which he was found.   
 
92M Transportation personnel, A. Martin, arrived and assisted me with the body.  A yellow identification band 
was affixed to the right ankle.  The decedent’s head was placed in bag at 1807 hours; the hands were placed in 
two separate bags at 1808 hours; the feet were placed in two separate paper bags at 1806 hours.  He was placed 
in a new, white, vinyl pouch and sealed with red tamper evident seal 2390906 at 1811 hours.  He was 
transported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for examination.  
 
Special Requests: 
Please contact San Diego Sheriff Detective Hubbert for examination date and time.   
 
Identification: 
The decedent was visually identified by his father, Emitt Rodda, while at the hospital.   
 
Antemortem Specimens: 
One vial of antemortem specimen was transported to the Medical Examiner’s Office.   
 
Public Administrator: 
No referral necessary. 
 
Other Important Factors: 
As of 01/18/14, there are no other important factors.   
 
 
Signed: _________________________________________02/23/14 
  Jennifer Wright 
  Medical Examiner Investigator 
 
 

Approved by: __ _ 
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AUTOPSY REPORT 

 
 
Name: JASON JAMES RODDA ME#: 14-0156 
 
Place of death: UCSD Medical Center Age: 32 Years 
 San Diego, CA 92103 
  Sex: Male 
Date of death: January 18, 2014; 1517 Hours 
 
Date of autopsy: January 20, 2014; 0915 Hours 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CAUSE OF DEATH:  ANOXIC ENCEPHALOPATHY 
 
  Due To:  RESUSCITATED ARREST 
 
  Due To:  HANGING 
 
MANNER OF DEATH: SUICIDE 
 
 
AUTOPSY SUMMARY:  
 
I. Anoxic encephalopathy: 

A. Resuscitated arrest after being found hanging in a jail cell alone with a t-shirt 
ligature. 

B. Probable ligature mark on neck. 
C. Pulmonary congestion and edema. 
D. Cerebral edema. 

 
II. Other findings: 
 A. Concentric left ventricular hypertrophy, heart. 
 B. Acute inflammation, lower lobe of right lung. 
 
III. No evidence of significant natural disease. 
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OPINION:  According to the investigative information, the decedent was a 32-year-old 
single White male who was arrested on January 14, 2014 for being under the influence of 
a controlled substance and was incarcerated at San Diego Central Jail.  On January 16, 
2014 he was found alone in his cell with a T-shirt tied around his neck.  He was found 
pulseless and apneic and cardiopulmonary resuscitation was initiated.  He was 
transported to UCSD where he was intubated and diagnosed with anoxic brain injury.  He 
was admitted and given a poor prognosis and on January 18, 2014 his family chose to 
make him comfort care only and he was extubated.  Death was pronounced later that day 
at 1517 hours.  The decedent was found in his jail cell alone.  Video tape evidence 
showed only him entering the room and only emergency personnel entering the cell later.   
 
The autopsy documented a well-developed, well-nourished male appearing the stated age 
of 32 years.  There was what appeared to be a ligature mark on the posterior aspect of the 
neck that was somewhat subtle and could have been due to skin neck creases.  There 
were no other external or internal neck injuries identified.  A photograph of a white ligature 
was reviewed and consistent with reports of the ligature found around the decedent’s neck 
at the time he hung himself.  Acute inflammation was noted in the lower lobe of right lung 
that could represent acute bronchopneumonia or a finding commonly seen in ventilator 
dependent patients.  Toxicological testing was not done due to the time interval between 
when the decedent was found and the time he died at the hospital.  
 
Based on the autopsy findings and the circumstances surrounding the death, as currently 
understood, the cause of death is anoxic encephalopathy due to resuscitated arrest 
due to hanging, and the manner of death is suicide. 
 
 
 
 
  ROBERT STABLEY, M.D. 
  Deputy Medical Examiner 
 
  Date signed:   
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The autopsy was performed at the Office of the San Diego County Medical Examiner on 
January 20, 2014 beginning at 0915 hours.   
 
IDENTIFICATION:    A red Medical Examiner’s tag number “2390906” is removed from the 
body transverse pouch at 0925 hours in the presence of San Diego Sheriff’s Office 
investigators.  The body is identified by a yellow Medical Examiner's identification band 
around the right ankle bearing the decedent’s name and case number.  After the body is 
removed from the body transverse pouch, a blue identification band is placed around the 
right ankle bearing the decedent’s name and case number.   
 
WITNESSES:  Norman Hubbert and Richard Legler from the San Diego Sheriff’s Office 
attended the autopsy.  Assisting with the autopsy is Forensic Autopsy Specialist Fabian 
King, Sr.   
 
CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS:  The decedent is wearing a green gown at 
autopsy. 
 
EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL INTERVENTION:  The following evidence of medical 
intervention is identified at autopsy: 
1. Intravenous catheter in right antecubital fossa and left antecubital fossa. 
2. Foley catheter exiting penile urethra. 
3. A protective pad on pre-sacral region of back. 
4. A sutured incision near the top of right side of head.  This represents a possible 

previous ventriculostomy catheter placement. 
5. An intravenous catheter in left groin. 
 
 EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 
 
Injuries are fully described in the “Evidence of Injury” section below.  The body is that of 
a well-developed, well-nourished male.  The body weighs 200 pounds, is approximately 
73 inches in length, and appears compatible with the reported age of 32 years.  The 
body is well preserved, cold, and has not been embalmed.   
 
A brown bag covers the head with duct tape and is removed.  The head is essentially 
atraumatic.  The scalp hair is brown and approximately 1/4 inch long with male pattern 
baldness.  Facial hair consists of a brown moustache and lower lip and chin hair.  The 
irides are green.  The corneae are hazy.  The conjunctivae and sclerae contain bilateral 
petechial hemorrhages.  No petechial hemorrhages are seen.  The external auditory 
canals, external nares and oral cavity are free of foreign material and abnormal 
secretions.  The earlobes are pierced.  The nasal skeleton and maxilla are palpably 
intact.  The teeth are natural and in good condition.  The neck is injured. 
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The chest is symmetrical.  The breasts are those of an adult male with no palpable 
masses.  The abdomen is flat and soft with no obvious surgical scars seen.  The back is 
symmetrical and unremarkable. 
 
White bags cover the hands and secured with duct tape.  Brown bags cover the feet 
and are secured by duct tape.  The white bags over the hands and the brown bags over 
the feet are removed.  The extremities are symmetric and normally formed without track 
marks, ventral wrist scars, edema, deformities, or amputations.  The fingernails and 
toenails are intact and clean.   
 
The genitalia are those of an adult male with bilaterally descended testes palpated 
within the scrotum.   
 
SCARS AND OTHER IDENTIFYING MARKS:  Scattered scars on the extremities 
measuring up to 1 x 1/2 inch.   
 
TATTOOS:  Tattoos are on the head, neck, anterior and posterior torso, and all four 
extremities.   
 
POSTMORTEM CHANGES:  The body is cold.  Rigor is full in all extremities.  Lividity is 
fixed on the posterior surface of the body except in areas exposed to pressure. 
 

EVIDENCE OF INJURY 
 
I. ASPHYXIA DUE TO HANGING:   

A. LIGATURE:  No ligature accompanies the body at autopsy.  A photograph 
of a white T-shirt labeled “SD Jail” is in the photograph and consistent with 
the ligature identified.  By report, the ligature was tightly adherent to the 
decedent’s neck and had to be cut off with some difficulty during 
resuscitative efforts. 

 
B. NECK FURROW:  On the posterior aspect of the neck are what appear to 

be subtle ligature marks that split with an area of intervening uninvolved 
skin.  The superior most portion begins 7 inches below the top of the head 
and measures 1 inch wide.  The section inferior is 1/4 inch wide.  The 
superior section appears to continue around the right side of the neck and 
terminate 1-1/4 inches below the right earlobe.  There are no abrasions or 
other external neck injuries.  There are no injures to the strap muscles of 
the neck, hyoid bone, or thyroid cartilage.   

 
II. OTHER INJURIES: 

A 1/4 x 1/8 inch laceration is on the right lateral aspect of the upper lip.  A small 
abrasion is on the right lateral aspect of the lower lip.  A 1/4 inch round abrasion 



AUTOPSY REPORT -5- JASON RODDA 14-0156  
 

 
is on the anterior aspect of the right index finger.  A yellow abrasion is on the 
anterior aspect of the proximal left leg measuring 2 x 3/4 inch.  A 2 x 2 inch 
contusion is on the lateral aspect of the left foot.   

 
INTERNAL EXAMINATION 

 
ABDOMINAL WALL:  The subcutaneous fat layer measures up to 3 cm thick. 
 
BODY CAVITIES:  The pleural, pericardial, and peritoneal cavities contain normal 
amounts of serous fluid and are without adhesions.  All body organs are present in their 
normal anatomical position.  The diaphragm is intact.   
 
CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:  The 350 gram heart has a normal shape and is 
contained in an intact pericardial sac.  The epicardial surface is smooth with minimal fat 
investment.  The coronary arteries arise normally with widely patent ostia and are 
present in a normal distribution, with a right-dominant pattern.  Cross sections of the 
coronary arteries demonstrate wide patency.  The myocardium is homogenous, red-
brown, and firm.  The valve leaflets are thin and mobile.  The walls of the left ventricle, 
interventricular septum, and right ventricle are 1.8 cm, 1.5 cm, and 0.2 cm thick, 
respectively.  The endocardium of the heart is smooth and glistening.  The aorta gives 
rise to three intact and patent arch vessels and contains minimal atherosclerosis.  The 
renal and mesenteric vessels are unremarkable.  The pulmonary arteries are normally 
developed, patent and without thrombus or embolus. 
 
RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:  The upper airway is clear of debris and foreign material.  
The mucosal surfaces are smooth, yellow-tan and unremarkable.  The pleural surfaces 
are smooth, glistening and unremarkable bilaterally.  The right lung weighs 990 grams.  
The left lung weighs 1080 grams.  The pulmonary parenchyma is congested and 
edematous, exuding marked amounts of blood and frothy fluid.  A small amount of 
anthracotic pigment is seen.  No focal lesions are noted.   
 
HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM:  The 2300 gram liver has an intact smooth capsule 
covering a congested, tan-brown parenchyma with no focal lesions noted.  The 
gallbladder contains 60 ml of green-brown, mucoid bile; the mucosa is velvety and 
unremarkable.  The extrahepatic biliary tree is patent without evidence of calculi. 
 
LYMPHORETICULAR SYSTEM:  The 310 gram spleen has a smooth, intact capsule 
covering red-purple, congested, moderately firm parenchyma; the lymphoid follicles are 
unremarkable.  Lymph nodes in the hilar, periaortic and iliac regions are not enlarged. 
 
GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM:  The esophagus is lined by gray-white, smooth 
mucosa.  The gastric mucosa is arranged in the usual rugal folds and the lumen 
contains 300 ml of dark gray opaque fluid.  No pills, pill fragments, or capsules are 
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present.  The small bowel and colon are unremarkable.  The pancreas has a normal 
pink-tan lobulated appearance.  The appendix is grossly unremarkable.  
 
GENITOURINARY SYSTEM:  The right kidney weighs 220 grams; the left 200 grams.  
The renal capsules are smooth and thin, semi-transparent and strip with ease from the 
underlying smooth, red-brown cortical surfaces.  The cortices are sharply delineated 
from the medullary pyramids, which are red-purple to tan and unremarkable.  The 
calyces, pelves and ureters are unremarkable.  White bladder mucosa overlies an intact 
bladder wall.  The bladder contains a scant amount of cloudy, yellow urine (a tip of a 
Foley catheter is in the urinary bladder).  The prostate gland and seminal vesicles are 
without note.  The testes are palpably unremarkable. 
 
ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:  The pituitary gland is grossly unremarkable.  The thyroid gland 
is symmetric and red-brown, without cystic or nodular change.  The right and left 
adrenal glands are intact with bright yellow cortices and red-brown medullae; no 
masses or areas of hemorrhage are identified. 
 
NECK:  See “Evidence of Injury.”  The anterior strap muscles of the neck are 
homogenous and red-brown, without hemorrhage.  The thyroid cartilage and hyoid bone 
are intact.  The larynx is lined by intact white mucosa.  
 
MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:  No abnormalities of muscle or bone are identified. 
 
HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM:  The scalp is atraumatic.  The galeal, 
subgaleal soft tissues of the scalp, and temporal muscles are free of injury.  There are 
no skull fractures.  The dura mater and falx cerebri are intact.  There is no epidural, 
subdural or subarachnoid hemorrhage present.  The leptomeninges are thin and 
delicate.  The gyri of the cerebral hemispheres are mildly flattened and the sulci are 
mildly compressed.  The blood vessels at the base of the brain are without 
atherosclerosis.  The soft brain weighs 1480 grams.  Coronal sections through the 
cerebral hemispheres reveal no lesions.  The ventricles of the brain are of normal size 
and contain clear cerebrospinal fluid.  Transverse sections through the brainstem, 
cerebellum, and upper spinal cord reveal no lesions.  The tongue is free of bite marks, 
hemorrhage, or other injuries. 
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 SPECIMENS RETAINED 
 
TOXICOLOGY:  The following specimens are submitted for toxicology: central and 
peripheral blood, vitreous humor, liver, and gastric contents.  Antemortem blood is 
available. 
 
HISTOLOGY:  Portions of tissues and major organs are retained in formalin.  Sections of 
the liver, lungs, left ventricle of heart, and cortex and hippocampus of brain are submitted 
for microscopic examination.   
 
PHOTOGRAPHS:  Digital identification photographs, and photographs of neck, heart, and 
other findings are taken. 
 
RADIOGRAPHS:  None. 
 
EVIDENCE COLLECTED:  The following evidence is retained by San Diego Sheriff’s 
Office detectives: bags from head, hands, and feet, external neck swabs, oral swabs, and 
fingernails. 
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 MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION 
 
LIVER (slide #1; 1 section):  One section of liver tissue showing focal and mildly increased 
chronic inflammation in portal triads.  Chord thickness is unremarkable as are hepatocytes.   
 
LOWER LOBE, RIGHT LUNG (slide #2; 1 section):  One section of lung tissue showing 
congestion, edema, blood and extensive neutrophils in alveoli, pigmented macrophages in 
alveoli and interstitium. 
 
LOWER LOBE, LEFT LUNG (slide #3; 1 section):  One section of lung tissue showing 
congestion, edema, interstitial pigmented macrophages, and blood in alveoli. 
 
ANTEROLATERAL LEFT VENTRICLE, HEART (slide #4; 1 section):  One section of 
cardiac tissue showing no significant pathologic abnormalities. 
 
CORTEX, BRAIN (slide #5; 1 section):  One section of brain tissue showing scattered 
hypereosinophilic neurons and mildly pyknotic nuclei.   
 
 
HIPPOCAMPUS, BRAIN (slide #6; 1 section):  One section of brain tissue showing 
scattered hypereosinophilic neurons in brain substance with only rare hypereosinophilic 
neurons in the hippocampal formation.   
 
 
 
 
RS:clb 
D:  1/28/14 T:  2/1/14 
Rev.  3/14/14  lcb 
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