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Draft ll/07/00 5:30pm 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINfON 
STATEMENT FOLLOWING THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

Version! 

The American people have spoken and elected AI Gore to be the next President of the 
United States. In doing so, they have not only made the right choice ofleadership, they have 
reaffirmed the strength of our democracy. The peaceful transformation of power every four 
years is a tribute to the wisdom of our founders and an example for all the world of the enduring 
greatness of government "of, for and by the people." 

By electing Al Gore and Joe Lieberman, the American people have made it clear that 
they have chosen to continue on the path of :fiscal discipline and social progress that has led our 
nation to unprecedented heights of prosperity and self-confidence during the past eight years. 

But even more importantly, the American people understand that the leadership of Al 
Gore and Joe Lieberman gives us the best chance to meet the new challenges and opportunities 
of this new millennium. President-elect Gore and Vice President-elect Lieberman know the best 
is still out there- and that together, we will create a future that is even better than our past. 

This was the first presidential election of the 21 <t Century, and both candidates 
conducted it with the grace and dignity worthy of our great democracy. I want to congratulate 
Governor Bush and Secretary Cheney for their honest and vigorous debate of the issues and for 
the principled tone oftheir message to the American people. I am sure they will continue to 
senre our nation with distinction in the years to come. 

Finally, let me say that, regardless of how any one American voted, now is the time for us 
all to remember what unites us as Americans. We must all work together to meet the big 
challenges before us- frorn health care to education, from enhancing our national security to 
embracing our growing diversity. 

This is a watershed moment in American history. What we do now- how we act on 
these issues- will profoundly influence the future of our children and our nation for the next 
thirty years. Wemustwalkboldlyintothisnewdayas One America. In that spirit, I ask all 
.Americans to join with me in giving our full support to the President-elect. That is what 
Americans do. And that is why America endures. 
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The American people have spoken and elected Govemor George W. Bush to be the next 
President of the United States. Every American, regardless of party or political faith, accepts this 
decision, because we know that all power in our democracy flows from the ballot box. That is 
the enduring greatness of a government "of, for and by the people." 

Over the course of this long campaign, our citizens saw a hard-fought debate on a wide 
range of issues. But our focus today should be on what writes us as Americans: on our shared 
values, our common challenges, our unshakable faith in ihe future. All of us can agree that this 
is a time of unprecedented prosperity and great promise- and that it is the responsibility of the 
new administration and the next Congress to ensure that this promise is fulfilled. It will require a 
dedication to fiscal discipline and to social progress. 

I also want to express my admiration for Vice President AI Gore, who waged a campaign 
that was tough and thoughtful. He has called upon the very best in the American people- for 
whom he has fought, day after day, in his decades of public service. For almost eight years now, 
AI Gore has been my vital partner in progress, and our administration's greatest champion for 
hard working Americans. Our nation would not be in this position of strength had it not been for 
his efforts. I know that in the years ahead, AI Gore, his wonderful wife Tipper, and his running 
mate Senator Lieberman, will continue to serve our country in a multitude of ways. 

I pledge thai I will work with the incoming administration to ensure that the nation's 
business proceeds smoothly during this time of transition. 

Finally, let me say that, regardless of how any one American voted, now is the time that 
we all must come together to face the big challenges before us -from health care to education, 
from our national security to our growing diversity. That is what Americans do. And that is why 
America endures. 
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