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VERIFIED COMPLAINT 

 
 Plaintiffs, Monument Builders of New Jersey, Inc., The Lincoln Monument Company, 

and Joseph Uras Monuments, Inc., complaining of Defendant above, states as follows: 

PARTIES 

1. Monument Builders of New Jersey, Inc. (“MBNJ”) is a domestic corporation with 

its principal place of business at 242 Sylvan Street, Borough of Rutherford, County of Bergen 

and State of New Jersey.   At all times relevant hereto, MBNJ was authorized to do business in 

this State. 

2. The Lincoln Monument Company (“Lincoln Monument”) is a domestic 

corporation with its principal place of business at 405 Orange Road, Township of Montclair, 

County of Essex, and State of New Jersey.  Lincoln Monument operates in Monclair and 

Westfield, New Jersey.  It also operates McHugh Memorials as well as Tully Memorials in East 

Hanover, New Jersey, which is located at 214 Ridgedale Avenue and is directly across the street 

from one of the cemeteries that is operated by Defendant.  At all times relevant hereto, Lincoln 

Monument was authorized to do business in this State. 



3. Joseph Uras Monuments, Inc. (“Uras Monuments”) is a domestic corporation with 

its principal place of business at 601 Route 35, Township of Middletown, County of Monmouth 

and State of New Jersey.  Uras Monuments also does business as Clinton Monument Co., located 

at 841 Cranbury Road, Jamesburg, New Jersey.  At all times relevant hereto, Uras Monuments 

was authorized to do business in this State. 

4. Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark (“Archdiocese”), upon information and 

belief, is a domestic corporation with its principal place of business at 171 Clifton Avenue, City 

of Newark, County of Essex and State of New Jersey.  At all times relevant hereto, the 

Archdiocese was authorized to do business in this State. 

NATURE OF ACTION 

5. This matter involves the sale of cemetery monuments and private mausoleums by 

parishes overseen by the Archdiocese. 

6. Plaintiffs seek relief enjoining the Archdiocese from selling monuments and 

private mausoleums at the cemeteries under its control. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

7. Plaintiff MBNJ is a non-profit organization of more than 75 members who are in 

the business of designing and selling cemetery monuments and private mausoleums in the State 

of New Jersey.  Many of the members sell monuments and private mausoleums for use in the 

cemeteries operated by Defendant as well as many other religious cemeteries located in New 

Jersey. 

8. Plaintiffs Lincoln Monument, which operates out of four locations including two 

in East Hanover, New Jersey right outside the gates of Defendant’s Gate of Heaven Cemetery & 

Mausoleum, located at 225 Ridgedale Avenue, East Hanover, and Uras Monuments are entities 



who are in the business of designing and selling cemetery monuments and private mausoleums in 

the State of New Jersey.   

9. Defendant is the entity overseeing numerous Catholic cemeteries in New Jersey.  

Defendant operates ten cemeteries within five counties in New Jersey, including Middlesex, 

Morris, Bergen, Hudson and Essex County.   

10. The Archdiocese is a tax exempt entity in the State of New Jersey and enjoys a 

number of privileges and immunities pursuant to that status. 

11. In or about September, 2006, John Burns (“Burns”), President of MBNJ, met with 

Andrew Schafer (“Schafer”), Executive Director of Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of 

Newark at the Archdiocese’s headquarters in Newark, New Jersey. 

12. Burns met with Schafer and James Hill and Joseph Verzi, both Assistant 

Executive Directors of Catholic Cemeteries.  At that time, Schafer proceeded to inform Burns 

that the Archdiocese was going to start selling private mausoleums to the public.  The plan was 

for the Archdiocese to hold ownership of the private buildings and then sell the rite of 

entombment in the private building to the customers at a retail price.  The Archdiocese’s 

contention was that this was not a sale and no laws were broken. 

13. When Burns objected, Schafer stated that the Archdiocese was going to go ahead 

with its plans, however he assured Burns that the Archdiocese was not going to sell monuments 

and that he had Schafer’s “word on it.”   

14. Burns left that meeting feeling unsettled with the plans of the Archdiocese to 

begin selling mausoleums, however, given the small amount of business done in that area he was 

satisfied by the promise that the Archdiocese would not sell monuments. 



15. Over the course of the next few years, the Archdiocese proceeded with its 

mausoleum scheme and Burns continued to work with Schafer on different projects within the 

Catholic cemeteries.   

16. In late March, 2013, Burns began to hear rumors that the Archdiocese was going 

to begin selling monuments despite Schafer’s earlier promise.  Burns then called Schafer to ask 

about the rumors.  Schafer replied that the rumors were true and the Archdiocese was going to 

begin selling monuments and there was nothing Mr. Burns could do about it.   

17. The Archdiocese has now begun selling monuments at several of the cemeteries 

under its control. 

18. The sale of the monuments and the private mausoleums is in direct competition 

with Plaintiff entities and because of its tax-exempt status and the close contact with the family 

of the deceased before, at the time of, and after the burial give the Archdiocese preferred 

economic position and ease of access to prospective customers in promoting sales. 

FIRST COUNT 
(Unfair Competition) 

19. Plaintiffs repeat their allegations contained in the prior paragraphs of the Verified 

Complaint and makes them a part hereof.   

20. The Archdiocese is a tax-exempt entity and has privileges and immunities that are 

not enjoyed by Plaintiffs. 

21. With regard to the operation of the cemeteries, the Archdiocese enjoys close 

contact with the family of the deceased before, at the time of, and after the burial. 

22. These factors of preferred economic position and ease of access to prospective 

customers in promoting sales hampers Plaintiffs’ effective ability to operate its business in 

localities where they both vie for customers. 



23. Furthermore, while Plaintiffs are required to charge a seven (7%) percent use tax, 

which is paid to the State of New Jersey and thereby increases the amounts that they must 

charge, the Archdiocese is exempt from such an obligation. 

24. As a result of the actions of the Archdiocese, Plaintiffs have suffered injury and 

damages and have lost income due to the unlawful and unfair practices in violation of Plaintiffs’ 

legally protected interests.  

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for the following relief: (a) Defendant, its successors, 

agents, representatives, employees and all persons acting in concert with Defendant be enjoined 

and restrained from engaging in unfair competition, including but not limited to the types of acts 

or practices alleged herein; and (b) such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate 

and just. 

SECOND COUNT 
(Ultra Vires) 

25. Plaintiffs repeat their allegations contained in the prior paragraphs of the Verified 

Complaint and makes them a part hereof. 

26. Upon information and belief, the Archdiocese was organized as a non-profit entity 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 16:15-1, et seq. 

27. Although among the powers granted to such organization is the ability to organize 

and operate cemeteries or burying places, the sale of grave markers, monuments, or mausoleums 

is beyond the statutory authorization. 

28. As a result of the actions of the Archdiocese, Plaintiffs have suffered injury and 

damages and have lost income in violation of Plaintiffs’ legally protected interests. 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for the following relief: (a) Defendant, its successors, 

agents, representatives, employees and all persons acting in concert with Defendant be enjoined 



and restrained from engaging in unfair competition, including but not limited to the types of acts 

or practices alleged herein; and (b) such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate 

and just. 

THIRD COUNT 
(Actions Against Public Policy) 

29. Plaintiffs repeat their allegations contained in the prior paragraphs of the Verified 

Complaint and makes them a part hereof. 

30. The actions of the Archdiocese in selling monuments and private mausoleums are 

prohibited by and contravene the law and public policy of the State of New Jersey.   

31. Plaintiffs sell monuments for use in the Defendant’s cemeteries as well as the 

numerous other religious cemeteries within the State of New Jersey. 

32. Plaintiffs have been damaged by the actions of Defendant and will be further 

damaged if Defendant is permitted to sell monuments to its cemetery customers, which would 

also permit all other religious cemeteries to sell such monuments. 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for the following relief: (a) Defendant, its successors, 

agents, representatives, employees and all persons acting in concert with Defendant be enjoined 

and restrained from engaging in unfair competition, including but not limited to the types of acts 

or practices alleged herein; and (b) such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate 

and just. 

DESIGNATION OF TRIAL COUNSEL 

 Pursuant to Rule 4:25-4, Martin J. Arbus, Esq. has been designated as trial counsel in this 

matter. 



CERTIFICATION UNDER RULE 4:5-1 

 Pursuant to Rule 4:5-1, the undersigned hereby certifies that at the time of filing of this 

Verified Complaint, the matter in controversy is not the subject of any other action pending in 

any court or pending arbitration proceeding to the best of my knowledge. 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true.  I am aware that if any 

of the foregoing is willfully false, I am subject to punishment. 

       ARBUS, MAYBRUCH & GOODE, LLC 

 

       _________________________________ 
       Martin J. Arbus, Esq. 

Dated: _____ 
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VERIFICATION 

 
John Burns, Jr., of age, hereby certifies as follows: 

 1. I am the President of Monument Builders of New Jersey, Inc., Plaintiff, in the 

above-referenced cause of action and, as such, I am fully familiar with the facts that I am about 

to relate. 

 2. I certify that the statements contained in the Verified Complaint are true and 

accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if any of the statements are willfully 

false, I am subject to punishment. 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       John Burns, Jr. 
 
Dated: _______ 
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VERIFICATION 

 
Ralph Rullis, of age, hereby certifies as follows: 

 1. I am the President of The Lincoln Monument Company, Plaintiff, in the above-

referenced cause of action and, as such, I am fully familiar with the facts that I am about to 

relate. 

 2. I certify that the statements contained in the Verified Complaint are true and 

accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if any of the statements are willfully 

false, I am subject to punishment. 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Ralph Rullis 
 
Dated: _______ 
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Joseph Uras, of age, hereby certifies as follows: 

 1. I am the President of Joseph Uras Monuments, Inc., Plaintiff, in the above-

referenced cause of action and, as such, I am fully familiar with the facts that I am about to 

relate. 

 2. I certify that the statements contained in the Verified Complaint are true and 

accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if any of the statements are willfully 

false, I am subject to punishment. 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Joseph Uras 
 
Dated: _______ 
 
 


