
Homeless Program Funding -  

Local area residents heavily donate in support of current programs at Salvation Army and 
Resurrection House – 

On top of what is donated privately, this year the City of Sarasota has budgeted:

$20,000 for the Marbut Study

$500,000 set aside for a future homeless transition center

$100,000 for a master caseworker to assist the police

$30,000 for an administrative assistant for the County Homeless Coordinator is coming from the 
$500,00.

Total - $ 620,000

Sarasota County has also pledged $500,000 toward a homeless transition center and invested 
$20,000 toward the Marbut study for a total and is staffing the homeless coordinator from 
current staff.

Considering 35% of county taxes are coming from the city tax base 35% of the county 520,000 
is $182,000.

Therefore this year the city has spent or obligated $802,000 toward better addressing 
homelessness.

Now we are looking at Pinellas’s county as a model….and in Pinellas’ it has been rightfully 
recognized that homelessness is a regional an county responsibility as the county’s are 
designated as our lead public health and criminal justice agencies.

In Pinella’s the cities each contribute $50,000 per year toward the Pinellas homeless transition 
facility on County property for a total city’s contribution of $300,000.

To date all other Sarasota  City’s have contributed less than $20,000 combined.  

My concern is that the effort to better address homelessness in the county and region is unfairly 
falling on the city shoulders and there needs to be more equity and better planning for the effort. 
My question is, is the county expecting the city of Sarasota to fund the operations of a new 
homeless transition center?  

Possible suggestions – the city and county administrators and sheriff meet to look at equitable 
funding options moving forward as the City of Sarasota will not be able to sustain funding the 
majority of countywide, regional wide homeless initiatives, our budgets and governments and 
private sector are going to have to equitably share in this if we are going to have any real 
success or to sustain our efforts.  




