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As Ramzi just said, this is a bitter-sweet moment for us and our client, and it certainly wasn’t an 
easy decision for Mr. al-Darbi to make. He has been in custody for nearly 12 years, without trial, 
and now he will stay here for another four. 
 
But, by pleading guilty today, Mr. al-Darbi exchanges the endless uncertainty that comes with 
being held at GTMO with the relative certainty that comes with a plea deal. Four more years in 
GTMO was a bitter pill for Mr. al-Darbi to swallow, especially after everything that he has gone 
through both here and in Bagram, but he welcomes the thought of finally having a date when he 
can return home to his family.  
 
Mr. al-Darbi comes from a large family. He has a wife and 2 children, 9 siblings, numerous 
nieces and nephews, and a large, extended family. His father died recently and he looks forward 
to being reunited with his family and helping to take care of his mother.  
 
For his remaining time in GTMO, Mr. al-Darbi intends to earn his GED, if allowed by prison 
officials. He hopes this will enable him to further his education in Saudi Arabia once he returns. 
His larger goal is to reenter society as a productive member and to build a career for himself. 
 
This has been a challenging case for me and getting to this point would not have been possible 
without the trust, support, and expertise of my co-counsel, Ramzi Kassem. I am sure he will not 
miss my early morning or late night calls from GTMO, but I have come to respect and appreciate 
his advice, persistence, and boundless dedication to this case.  
 
I want to thank my linguist, Louay, for spending endless hours with me throughout this process 
and providing valuable cultural advice.  
 
I also want to thank our paralegal, SSG Darby, for handling all the logistics for the team 
including last-minute, frantic requests.  
 
Thank you. 


