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for introduction only without noticing the ordinance for a public hearing.  The three main goals to be 

achieved by the revisions were to:  1) re-organize the provisions of the noise ordinance (codified as 

Chapter 20 of the City Code, entitled, "Sound Regulations") to make the ordinance easier for SPD officers 

to understand and enforce; 2) to make use of the "plainly audible" standard which was recently upheld by 

the Florida Supreme Court against a legal challenge that the standard was unconstitutionally vague; and 3) 

to explore options for increased penalties for violation.  The presentation will focus on how these goals 

have been achieved.  The proposed ordinance combines the former Section 20-4 "Unreasonable Sound 

Prohibited," and Section 20-5 "Maximum Sound Levels" into a single section entitled "Excessive Noise 

Prohibited."  The proposed ordinance also includes optional provisions for "chronic offender" designation 

which will be explained in the presentation.

(see next page for additional explanation)
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ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION:

Appended to this agenda request are the following items:  1) Proposed Ordinance No. 14-5086 in "blackline" 

format with relocated text shown in yellow highlight, new text underlined and deleted text shown in "strike 

through;" 2) Chapter 20 of the City Code as it would be codified if proposed Ordinance No. 14-5086 were 

adopted (i.e. a "clean" copy of the proposed new regulations); and 3) Chapter 20 of the City Code as it is 

presently codified.
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draftirmfllgl02-07-13 

Ordinance No. 14-5086 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
AMENDING CHAPTER 20 OF THE SARASOTA CITY 
CODE, SOUND REGULATIONS, TO SIMPLIFY AND 
FACILITATE ENFORCEMENT BY COMBINING CURRENT 
SECTIONS 20-4 AND 20-5 PERTAINING TO SOUND 
DESCRIBED AS "UNREASONABLE" AND SOUND IN 
EXCESS OF SPECIFIED DECIBEL LIMITS, 
RESPECTIVELY; BY COMBINING CURRENT 
LIMITATIONS ON THE VOLUME OF "CONTINUOUS" 
SOUND AND "IMPULSE" SOUND AND SOUND 
EMANATING FROM A SOURCE NOT IN A COMPLETELY 
ENCLOSED BUILDING; BY HARMONIZING PREVIOUSLY 
INCONSISTENT REGULATIONS AND BY DELETING 
OBSOLETE DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR 
VIOLATION; PROVIDING FOR LANDLORD 
RESPONSIBILITY TO TAKE REASONABLE STEPS TO 
PREVENT EXCESSIVE NOISE; PROVIDING FOR 
CHRONIC OFFENDER DESIGNATION; PROVIDING FOR 
THE SEVERABILITY OF THE PARTS HEREOF IF 
DECLARED INVALID; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR READING 
BY TITLE ONLY AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Commission directed the City Attorney to prepare an 
ordinance amending Chapter 20 of the City Code, Sound Regulations, in a accordance 
with the joint recommendation of the Police Department and the City Attorney's office; 
and, 

WHEREAS, citizens have a right to eXpress themselves and enjoy the sounds 
that enhance the quality of their lives; and, 

WHEREAS, nonetheless, excessive noise can be detrimental to public health, 
welfare, safety, and tranquility; and, 
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WHEREAS, the City of Sarasota has a legitimate and significant interest in 
protecting its citizens from excessive noise; and, 

WHEREAS, based on this interest the City of Sarasota may act to regulate 
excessive noise, even in traditional public fora such as city streets and parks, to protect 
the public health, welfare, safety, and tranquility; and, 

WHEREAS, the Commission has heard testimony regarding the negative effects 
of excessive noise has had on its residents; and, 

WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes excessive noise has become a problem 
for the City of Sarasota which continues to disturb the well-being, tranquility, and privacy 
of residents; and, 

WHEREAS, the Florida Supreme Court has found that the "plainly audible" 
standard is not unconstitutionally vague and a valid tool to regulate excessive noise, 
State v. Catalano, 104 So.3d 1069, 1076 (Fla.2012); see also, DA Mortg, Inc. v. City of 
Miami Beach, 486 F.3d 1254, 1272 (11th Cir. 2007); and, 

WHEREAS, the Commission expressly finds that violations of chapter 20, 
prohibiting excessive noise, are a serious threat to the public health, safety, and welfare 
of the citizens of Sarasota, and that the violations of this chapter are irreparable and 
irreversible in nature; and, 

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes § 162.09, authorizes a municipality with a 
population of over 50,000, to adopt, by a vote of at least a majority plus one of the entire 
governing body of the municipality, an ordinance that allows the special magistrate to 
impose fines up to $1,000 per day for a first violation, $5,000 per day for repeat 
violations, and $15,000 per violation if the special magistrate finds the violation to be 
irreparable or irreversible in nature; and, 

WHEREAS, according to the United States Census Bureau, the City of Sarasota 
has a population of over 50,000 people; and, 

WHEREAS, the Commission wishes to confer upon the City's Code Enforcement 
Special Master the ability to impose fines not exceeding $1,000 per day per violation for 
a first violation, $5,000 per day per violation for a repeat violation, and $15,000 per 
violation if the special magistrate finds the violation to be irreparable or irreversible in 
nature; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds the amendments to the City Code, as 
more particularly set forth herein, are in the public interest and necessary to protect the 
health, welfare, safety, tranquility, and quality of life of the citizens of the City of 
Sarasota. 

2 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-2, Declaration of policy; is hereby amended to provide as follows: (New text 
is shown by underline. Deleted text is shown in strilw through format. Relocated text is 
shown by highlight.) 

"Sec. 20-2. Declaration of policy. 

It is hereby declared to be the public policy of the city to reduce the ambient sound 
level in the city, as so to preserve, protect and promote the public health, safety and 
welfare, and the peace and quiet of the inhabitants of the city, prevent injury to human, 
plant and animal life and property, foster the convenience and comfort of its inhabitants, 
and facilitate the enjoyment of the natural attractions of the city. It is the public policy of 
the city that every person is entitled to ambient sound levels that are not detrimental to 
life, health and enjoyment of his or her property. It is hereby declared that the making, 
creation or maintenance of excessive ef---HRf6a£onable sound noise within the city 
affects and is a menace to public health, comfort, convenience, safety, welfare and the 
prosperity of the people of the city. The provisions and prohibitions hereinafter 
contained and enacted are for the above-mentioned purpose." 

Section 2. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-3, Definitions; is hereby amended to provide as follows: 

"Sec. 20-3. Definitions. 

(a) As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following 
meanings: 

Ambient sound. Ambient sounds, such as traffic. aircraft, and other background 
sounds, including sound levels from sources listed within Sec. 20-6, Exemptions. 

Amplification system means any machine or device used for the amplification of the 
human voice, music or any other sound, or by which the human voice, music or any 
other sound is amplified. Amplification system shall not include vehicle radios, CD's, 
andlor tape players when used and heard only by the occupants of the vehicles in which 
the radio, CD, andlor tape player is installed. Amplification system shall not include 
warning devices on authorized emergency vehicles or horns or other warning devices 
on any vehicles used for traffic safety purposes. Amplification system, shall not include 
police equipment used for law enforcement purposes or equipment used for emergency 
work. 

Governmental agency means any federal, state, county, municipal, district, board or 
separate unit of government created or established by law and shall include but not be 
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limited to the state, the county, the city, the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport Authority and 
the School Board of Sarasota County. 

I=/e/ickly means those days designated pursuant to the city!&-flersonnel rules and 
regHlations, Rule 10.1, Authorized Holitlays. 

Intensity means the magnitude of the force or energy of sound per unit area or 
volume. 

Motorcycle means every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of a rider 
and designed to travel on not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground, but 
excluding tractors and other farm equipment, and including motor scooters, mopeds or 
other motorized bicycle or three-wheel vehicle. 

Noise sensitive area means any area designated by-tRe city or county as requiring 
strict noise limitations in the interests of the public health, safety and welfare, including, 
but without being limited to, schools, libraries open to the public, hospitals, churches, 
FHolfSiRg-I=lemes-and convalescent homes. Such areas shall be marked by conspicuotlS 
signs deSignating such area as a noise sensitive-area-

Octave-band filter means an instrument calibrated in preferred frequencies, for 
which criteria have been established by the American Standards Association, used in 
conjunction with a sound-level meter to take measurements in specific octave bands. 

Officer means any City of Sarasota code enforcement Officer or sworn law 
enforcement Officer employed by the City of Sarasota Police Department. 

Person means the state or any agency or institution thereof, a municipality, political 
subdivision, public or private corporation, individual, partnership, association or other 
entity, and includes any Officer, employee, agent or governing or managing body of any 
municipality, political subdivision or public or private corporation. 

Plainly audible shall mean any sound produced by a radio, tape player, compact 
disc player, loudspeaker, or other mechanical or electronic sound-making device, or 
instrument, including sound produced by a portable sound-making device or any 
Amplification System, that can be clearly heard by an Officer using his or her normal 
hearing faculties at a distance of fifty (50) feet or-mGfe a specified distance from the 
source. 

Powered model vehicle means any self-propelled airborne, waterborne, or 
landborne plane, vessel or vehicle which is not designed to carry persons, including, but 
not limited to, any model airplane, boat, car or rocket. 

Public right-ot-way means any street, avenue, boulevard, highway, sidewalk or 
alley, or similar place normally accessible to the public which is owned or controlled by 
a governmental entity. 

Publio spaoe means any real-j3roperty or structures thereon that are owned, leased, 
or controlled by a governmental entity. 

4 
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Real property line means (a) the legal boundary line including its vertical extension 
that separates one parcel of real property from another, or (b) the vertical and horizontal 
boundaries of a dwelling unit that is one unit in a multi-dwelling-unit building. 

Sound means an oscillation in pressure, particle displacement, particle velocity or 
other physical parameter, in a medium with internal forces that causes compression and 
rarefaction of that medium. The description of sound may include any characteristic of 
such sound, including duration, intensity and frequency. 

Sound, continuous means any-sotlRd that is not impulse sound. 

Sound, impulse means any sound characterized by-eitl=ler a single pressure peak or 
a single burst (multiple pressure peal,s) having a duration of less than one second. 

Sound level means the weighted sound pressure level obtained by the use of a 
sound level meter and frequency weighting network, such as A, B, or C as specified in 
American National Standards Institute specifications for sound level meters (ANSI). If 
the frequency weighting employed is not indicated, the A-weighting shall apply. 

Sound level meter means any instrument including a microphone, amplifier, an 
output meter, and frequency weighting networks for the measurement of noise and 
sound levels in a specific manner and which complies with standards established by the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) specifications for sound level meters. 

Sound pressure level means the level of a sound measured in dB units with a 
sound level meter which has a uniform ("flat") response over the band of frequencies 
measured. 

$ounfi-source means anHOfSon,-aRimal, device, operation, precess, activity, or 
phenomenon that emits or causes sound. 

Special Master means the code enforcement Special Master or masters appointed 
by the city commission pursuant to chapter 2, article v, division 5, of the City Code. 

Unreasonable sound means any sound which is excessive,--tlnnecessary, or 
unusually loud so that it annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, repose, 
health, peace or safety of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities. 

Vessel is synonymous with boat as referenced in section 1(b), Article VII of the 
State Constitution and includes every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane 
on the water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water. 

Volume means the degree of intensity, audibility, quality, strength or loudness of 
sound. 

Weekday means any day, Monday through Friday, which is not a legal holiday. 

(b) Miscellaneous definitions. All terms herein which refer to zoning or land use 
categories (including, but not limited to, "nonresidential zoning districts," "residential 
zoning district," etc.) shall be defined as set out in the zoning code of the city, as 
amended, or other ordinances or resolutions duly adopted by the city commission." 

5 
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Section 3. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-4, Unreasonable sound prohibited; is hereby amended to provide as 
follows: 

"Sec. 20-4. Unreasonable sound Excessive noise prohibited. 

(a) NolwitRstanEling tRe fact tRat no violation of section 20 5 is involveEl: 

(1) It sRall ee unla'liful for a person to make, cause, allow, or permit to ee maEie 
any unreasonaele sounEl witRin tRe geograpRical--l3ounElaries of tRe city-eF-Wi-tRiR 
tRose areas OVOf--'NRicR IRe-city Ras jurisEliction, incluEling tRe-walers anEl 
eeacRes aEljacenl lo,-aI:lHltin!}Bf-l:lorElering tRe city. 

(2) Any of tRe following acts and causeS IRereof are-tieclareEl to ee unreasoRabIe 
sounEl in violation of tRis cRapter: 

a.----MeGRaRif;a/--Bf-fHeBifeRiG-Seund makiRg de'l/ces or iRstFumeRffi Ret-withiR or 
ttpoR-fRotor vehiG/e&.-Gj3Of8tif1g or amplifying tRe sounEl----f3roEkmeEl ey a 
raElio, lape player, compact Elisc player, 10uElspeal<er, or olRer mecRanical 
or electronic sounEl mal<ing Elevice or instrument, iRBIuEling sounEl proEluceEl 
eya pOftaele-sounEi-mal<iflg-Eievice, so IRal tRe sounEl is plainf.y--auElIDle al a 
Elistance of fifty (50) feel or-more-from IRe source of tRe sounEl-l:letween IRe 
Aours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on SunElay nigRts tRrougR FriElay 
mOfAiflg.s,-anEl-between 10:00 p.m. anEl 10:00 a.m. on FriElay-fligRIs tRrougR 
SunEiay-ffiOfAiflgs. TRis suesection sRall not incluEle sounEl emanating from 
a-sound makin~r--if1.strumeAts-witRin or upon motof--.vei:liBles, 
wAich is govemeEl-by-section 20 4(a)(2)e. 

e. MeohaRioa! or eleotF(mio sound makiRg dwioes oHRstrumeRffi withiR Of 
UpOR motor vehioles. Qperating or amplifyiRg IRe sounEl produceEl ey-a 
raElio, tape player, compact ElisG-fliayeF;--louElspeaker, or other mechanical 
or electronic sounEl making Elevice or instrument, incluEliflg sound proEluceEl 
ey a portaele sounEl making Elevice, from witRin IRe interior or upon the 
exterior of a motor vehicle so that tR9-£ound is plainly auEliele at a ElistaRce 
of fifty (50) feet or more from the source of tR9-£ounEl eetween tRe hours of 
10:00 p.m. anEl 7:00 a.m. on SunElay--Rights IRrough FriElay mornings, and 
eetween 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on Friday nights tRrougR Sunday 
morniR§& 

c. Street sales. Qffering for sale, selling anytRing or advertising ey shouting or 
ootcFy. 

"JI' I Q' . h h'nlm '" '1" u. hRlfTla,s.WRlRg,--f3ossOSSlRg, HaruOFIR~Oj3IRg, r8lsIRg or main al-RlRg 
any animal, as ElefineEl in cRapter 8, wRicR frequently or for conlinueEl 
durat-iOFl-Aowls, ea~eows, squawks, or makes other sounds-iR 
such a manner as to annoy, Elisturl:l,iRjUf&BF-OREia-nger the comfort, repose, 
heallh, peace, or-safety of a reasonaele person of normal sensiBilities. This 
provision shall nol apply to puelic zoos or private animal attraclions 
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operated for profit to which the public has general--admission and which are 
regulated by the city. 

e. Loading and unloading. Loading and unloading, opOfliJ:tg,-slosiflg or other 
i=laAElliRg---BHOXeS, crates, containers, equipment, building materials, 
garbage cans or similar objects in such a manfler as to annoy, disturb, 
injure or endanger the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a 
reasonaBIe-person of normal sensibilities between the hours of 7:00 p.m. 
aml-+.GO a.m. ofl-Weekdays and 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on weekends 
and holidays in or within fifty (50) yards of any residential-real-property line 
OF-floise sensitive area. This-section shall not apply to solid waste collection 
activities of a governmental agency or governmental ageACY contractor. 

f. Construction and demolition. EngagiAg in construction, drilling, repair, 
alteration, demolition, land clearing or landfilling operations between the 
Hours of 9:00 p.m. anEJ-..e;GO a.m. on weel~days or between 9:00 p.m. and 
9:00 a.m. on weekends or holidays except for emergency-work by a public 
service utility or by other permit approved by the city. This subsection shall 
flOt apply to the us&Bf-tlomestic pOWOf-lools as specified in paragraph j. 

g. PovlfJred model vehicle. Operating oF-fJermi!!ing the operation of any 
powered model vehicle between the-hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on 
weekEiays-afld 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on .weekends or holieays in or 
within fifty (50) yards of any residential real property line or noise sensitive 
area 

h. Emergem;y-signaiing-fievices. The testing outdoors of any fire, burglar or 
civil defense alarm, fire, whistle· or similar stationary-emergOflcy signaling 
device shall not occur before 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.; and any sueR 
testing shall use the minimum cycle test time appropriate for such devices, 
in no case to exceed sixty (60) seconds. Testing of the complete 
emergency signaling system, including the functioniJ:tg of the signaling 
device and the personnel response to the signaling-4evice, shall not occur 
more than once in each calendar month. Such testffig-sJ:ia1l occur only on 
weekdays and not before 7:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. and shall be exempt 
from the sixty second time limitations set-fortR--Rerein. The sounding or the 
permi!!ing of the-seUfldffig of any exterior fire or burglar alarm or motor 
vehicle burglar-alarm, unless such alarm is automatically termiRateEl-wi#lifl 
fifteen (15) minutes of activation shall be prohiBite4 

h----lJomes#G---po'ller tools. OperatiRg-eF-fJermi!!ing the operation of any 
mechanically powereEl-saw, fender, drill, grinder, lawn or garden tool, or 
similar tool-Between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weel(days-Br--1-Q;.QO p.m. 
and 8:00 a.m. on weekends and holidays, unless such equipment is 
operating inside a completely enclosed structure. 

j. Internal comeustion-engine. Rapid throWe advance (revving) of an internal 
comBustion engine on the pUBliG-right of way resulting in increased soond 
from the-engiAe-for-tRe-puFpose of drawiflg a!!ention to the source of the 
soond-, 

7 



Page 8 of 54

(b) In determining whether a sound is plaiflly-atldible,--law-enferGement personnel shall 
be entitled to measure the sound according to the follewiRg standards: 

(1) The primary means of detection shall be by means of the officer's ordinary 
auditory senses, so loog as the officer's hearing is not enhanced by any 
mechanical device, such as a microphone or hearing aid. 

(2) The officer must have a direct line of sight and hearing to the motor vehicle 
producing the sound so that he,lshe can readily identify-the offending motor 
vehicle and the distance involved. 

(3) The officer need not determine the particular words or phrases-eeiflg-preduced 
or the name of any song or artist producing the sotlrld.-The detection of a 
ffiythmic bass reverberatiflg-lyj:le-sound is sufficient to constitute a plaiAly 
audible sounEh 

(c) The standards-whiBh-shall--be-censiElered in determining whether sound-anRoy&, 
Gisturbs, injures or endaRgers the comfort, repose,health, peace or safoty of a 
reasonable-person of normal-seASibilities shall include, but shall not be-limited to, 
~ 
(1) The volwlle of the-soonEh 
(2) The intensity-ef-the-sotlrlEh 
(3) 'i'ihether the nature of the sound is usual or unusual. 
(4) The volume and intensity of the background Sotlrld,-#-any. 
(5) The pl'e*imity-ef-the-sound to residential sleeping facilities. 
(6) The natUf8-afld--tooRiAg of the-area-withfR.-which the sound emanates. 
(7) The time of the4ay-eF-Right the sound occurs. 
(8) The duration of the-souREh 
(9) Whether the-sotlrld-i£..!3roffiJGed by a commercial or noncommerciai-aGtivJ.ty, 

(a) Prohibition of excessive noise. It shall be unlawful for a person to make. cause. 
allow, or permit to be made any excessive noise within the geographical 
boundaries of the city or within those areas over which the city has jurisdiction. 
including the waters and beaches adjacent to. abutting or bordering the city. 
Excessive noise shall be that noise which exceeds the noise limitations set forth 
in subsection (b). 

(b) Excessive noise in al/ areas of the City of Sarasota. 

(1) Decibel limitations. Excessive noise is noise that exceeds the maximum dbA 
and dbC sound levels. when measured between ten (10) and twenty (20) 
seconds. as set forth below. 

a. Outside source. Sounds emanating from a source which is outside, or 
otherwise not in a completely enclosed structure. 

1. Nighttime limitation. Sixty-five (65) dBA seventy (70) dBC or has 
a five (5) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound 
levels between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following 
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morning on Sunday through Thursday nights and between the 
hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday 
and Saturday nights and on nights before federal holidays. 

2. Daytime limitation. Seventy-five (75) dBA. eighty (80) dBC or has 
a ten (10) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC 
sound levels between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11 :00 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday. and between 7:00 a.m. and 11 :59 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday and the days before federal holidays. 

b. Inside source. Sounds emanating from a source within a completely 
enclosed structure. 

1. Nighttime limitation. Sixty-five (75) dBA. seventy (75) dBC or has 
a ten (10) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC 
sound levels between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the 
following morning on Sunday through Thursday nights and between 
the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on 
Friday and Saturday nights and on nights before federal holidays. 

2. Davtime limits. Seventy-five (75) dBA. eighty (80) dBC or has a 
ten (10) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound 
levels between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11 :00 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday. and between 7:00 a.m. and 11 :59 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday and the days before federal holidays. 

(2) Plainlv audible noise. Excessive noise is also noise that is unreasonably loud 
and raucous. Noise which is plainly audible (as defined by this chapter) at a 
distance of two hundred (200) feet or more in any direction between the hours of 
11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Sunday through Thursday 
nights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning 
on Friday and Saturday nights and on nights before federal holidays. shall create 
a rebuttable presumption of a violation of this subsection. This includes. but is not 
limited to. amplified sound operated on private property. public property. or public 
right-of-way. 

(3) Specific acts or noises. 

a. Mechanical or electronic sound-making devices or instruments within or 
upon motor vehicles. Operating or amplifying the sound produced by a 
radio. tape player. compact disc player. loudspeaker. or other mechanical 
or electronic sound-making device or instrument. including sound 
produced by a portable sound~making device. from within the interior or 
upon the exterior of a motor vehicle so that the sound is plainly audible at 
a distance of fifty (50) feet or more from the source of the sound between 
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the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on Sunday nights through Friday 
mornings. and between 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on Friday nights 
through Sunday mornings. 

b. Street sales. Offering for sale, selling anything or advertising by 
shouting or outcry. 

c. Animals. Ownina. possessina. harboring, keeoina, raising or 
maintaining any animal. as defined in chapter 8, which frequently or for 
continued duration howls, barks, yelps, meows, squawks, or makes other 
sounds in such a manner as to annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the 
comfort. repose, health, peace, or safety of a reasonable person of normal 
sensibilities. This provision shall not apply to public zoos or private animal 
attractions operated for profit to which the public has general admission 
and which are regulated by the city. 

d. Loading and unloading. Loading and unloading. opening. closing or 
other handling of boxes, crates, containers, equipment. building materials, 
garbage cans or similar objects in such a manner as to annoy, disturb, 
injure or endanger the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a 
reasonable person of normal sensibilities between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Sunday through Thursday nights 
and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning 
on Friday and Saturday nights and on nights before federal holidays, or 
within fifty (50) yards of any residential real property line or noise sensitive 
area. This section shall not apply to solid waste collection activities of a 
governmental agency or governmental agency contractor. 

e. Construction and demolition. Engaging in construction, drilling. repair. 
alteration, demolition. land clearing or landfilling operations in such a 
manner as to annoy. disturb. injure or endanger the comfort. repose, 
health. peace. or safety of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities 
between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on 
Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday and· Saturday nights and on 
nights before federal holidays, except for emergency work by a public 
service utility or by other permit approved by the city. This subsection shall 
not apply to the use of domestic power tools as specified in paragraph h. 

f. Powered model vehicle. Operating or permitting the operation of any 
powered model vehicle in such a manner as to annoy. disturb, injure or 
endanqer the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a reasonable 
person of normal sensibilities between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 
a.m. the following morning on Sunday through Thursday nights and 
between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on 
Friday and Saturday nights and on nights before federal holidays in or 
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within fifty (50) yards of any residential real property line eF-fIGise sensitive 
area. 

g. Emergencv signaling devices. The testing outdoors of any fire, burglar 
or civil defense alarm, fire, whistle or similar stationary emergency 
signaling device shall not occur before 7:00a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.: and 
any such testing shall use the minimum cycle test time appropriate for 
such devices, in no case to exceed sixty (60) seconds. Testing of the 
complete emergency signaling system, including the functioning of the 
signaling device and the personnel response to the signaling device, shall 
not occur more than once in each calendar month. Such testing shall 
occur only on weekdays and not before 7:00a.l11. or after 10:00 p.m. and 
shall be exempt from the sixty-second time limitations set forth herein. The 
sounding or the permitting of the sounding of any exterior fire or burglar 
alarm or motor vehicle burglar alarm, unless such alarm is automatically 
terminated within fifteen (15) minutes of activation shall be prohibited. 

h. Domestic power tools. Operating or permitting the operation of any 
mechanically powered saw, fender, drill, grinder, lawn or garden tool. or 
similar tool between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following 
morning on Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours of 
11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday and Saturday 
nights and on nights before federal holidays, unless such equipment is 
operating inside a completely enclosed structure. 

i. Internal combustion engine. Rapid throttle advance (revving) of an 
internal combustion engine on the public right-of-way resulting in 
increased sound from the engine for the purpose of drawing attention to 
the source of the sound. 

(c) Standards and methods of measurement 

1. Decibel limitations. 

a. Generally. Measurements recorded shall be taken so as to provide a 
proper representation and accurate measurement of the sound source. 

b. Scale. For the purpose of measuring the volume, intensity and 
frequencies of sound, the measurement of sound shall be made with a 
decibel or a sound level meter operating on the "A" or "C" weighting scale 
of any standard design and quality meeting the standards prescribed by 
the American National Standards Association. 

c. Instruments. The instruments shall be maintained in calibration and 
good working order. A wind screen shall be used when necessary. The 
microphone used during measurement shall be positioned so as not to 
create any unnatural enhancement or diminution of the measured sound. 

11 
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d. Ambient sound. Ambient sound shall not be considered in taking 
measurements. 

e. Location. Measurements shall be made approximately five (5) feet 
above the ground from anywhere on the property of the complainant. If an 
Officer makes a determination that ambient sound interferes with the 
sound being measured. an Officer may take a measurement from the 
property line of the suspect property. 

2. Plainlv audible noise. In determining whether a sound is plainly audible, law 
enforcement personnel shall be entitled to measure the sound according to the 
following standards: 

a. The primary means of detection shall be by means of the Officer's 
ordinary auditory senses, so long as the Officer's hearing is not enhanced 
by any mechanical device, such as a microphone or hearing aid. 

b. The Officer must have a direct line of sight and hearing to the sound 
source so that he/she can readily identify the offending property and/or 
person, the distance involved, and distinguish said subject sound from 
ambient sounds. 

c. The Officer need not determine the particular words or phrases being 
produced or the name of any song or artist producing the sound. The 
detection of a rhythmic bass reverberating type sound is sufficient to 
constitute a plainly audible sound. 

3. Specific acts or noises. Standards which shall be considered in determining 
whether sound annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, 
health, peace or safety of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities shall 
include. but shall not be limited to, the following: 

a. The volume of the sound. 

b. The intensity of the sound. 

c. Whether the nature of the sound is usual or unusual. 

d. The volume and intensity of the background sound, if any. 

e. The proximity of the sound to residential sleeping facilities. 

f. The nature and zoning of the area within which the sound emanates. 

g. The time of the day or night the sound occurs. 

h. The duration of the sound. 

i. Whether the sound is produced by a commercial or noncommercial 
activity. 

Section 4. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20·5, Maximum Sound Levels; is hereby amended to provide as follows: 
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"Sec. 20-5. Maximum sound levels. Reserved. 

WMe#ied of measurement generally. For th&-f}Hff)ose of measurin@-lhe volume, 
intensity and frequencies of sotlfld, the measurement of sOtlfld shall be made 
with a decibel-or a sound level meter operatin@-On the "A" or "C" wei~g scale 
of any standard desiQfl-3nd quality meeting the standards prescribed by the 
American National Standards Association. The instruments shall be maintained 
in calibration and good workiR@-Order. Measurements recorded shall be taken so 
as to provide a proper representation-ef the sound source. Th9-ffiicrophone used 
during measurement shall be positioned-so as not to create any unnatural 
enhancement or dimffitHion of the measured sounEh-A-wffid screen for the 
microphone shall be used when required. Traffic, aircraft, ami-ether background 
sounds shall not-ee--consiElefed in taking measurements except where such 
bacl~ground sound interferes with the primary sound being measHfeEh 

(1) The slow meter response of the-sOtlfld level meter shall be used in 
order to best determine that the average sound has not exceeEleEl-#le 
standards set forth in subsections (b)~nd---Eb-)(3) below. 

(2) The measurement shall--b9-ffi8de at or beyond the real-property line on 
which such sound is generated, or perceived, as appropriate, 
approximately-five (5) feet-ai:love ground. 

(3) In the case of an elevated oF4ifectional sound source, compliance with 
the sound limits is to be maintained at--any elevation at or beyond the real 
property-.lifl&.-

(b) Maximum permitted sound pFfJ88Ure-in decibels. 

(1) Amplified sound not in a completely-enci08ed building. Sectio~ 
5(b)(2) of this CoEie-f1otwithstanElimf. 

a.No person shall make, cause, allow or permit the-eperation of any 
amplified sound, not in a.completely-enciosed building between the 
hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the follO'.wlg-morning, in such a 
manner as to create, when measured at or beyond the real--property 
1iRe-fFem-which the sound emanates, a sOHnd level that exceeds 
sixty five (65) dBA, severtt-y (70) dBC or has a five (5) dB or greater 
difference-between the dBA and dBC soond levels. 

b.The provisions of subsection a. abo-ve shall apply between the 
hoors of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the followiflg-morning on SHnday 
thfeHgfl-TRtlrsday-Rights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. the following momiHg on Friday and SatHrday-flights and 
on nights before federal holidays for amplified sOHnd emanating 
from the city-ewned leasehold property on the Lemon AvenHe Mall. 
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(2)ContinuotlS-Source. 

~oors of 7:00 a.m. and 11 :00 p.m., no-person shall 
make, cause, allow or permit the operation of any continuous 
source of sound in such a manner as to create,when measured at 
or beyond the real property-liAe-from-which the sound emanates, a 
sotlfld-level that exceeds seventy five (75) dBA, ei~O) dBC or 
has a ten (10) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC 
soonEi-level-&. 

l:h8etween the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., the following 
moming,no-pefSon-shall make, cause, allow or permit-the 
operation of anY-GORtinuous-source of sound in such a manneF-aS 
to create, when measured at or beyond the real property line from 
which the-soond emanates, a sound level that exceeds seventy five 
(75) dBA, seventy five (75) dBC or has a ten (10) dB or greater 
difference between the dBA and dBC sounEi-level-&. 

Edtlmpulsive-sotlrce.-No-pefSon shall make, cause, allow, or peFmit-the 
operation of any impulsive source of soond-which has a peak sound in 
such a manner as to create, when measured at oF-beyond the real property 
line from which the sound emanates, a sound level that exceeds 80 dB.'\. If 
an-i-mpttlsive-sotlnd is the result of the normal operation of an-industrial or 
commercial facility and occurs more frequently than four-times in any hGtlf 
the levels set forth in subsection (b) sha~p~ 

Section 5. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-7, Exemptions; is hereby amended to provide as follows: 

"Sec. 20-7. Exemptions. 

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: 

(1) Sound made by a horn or other warning device required or permitted by F .S. 
316.271 ; 

(21 )Festivals or events occurring on public parks or beaches which are permitted or 
approved by the city; 

(22) The reasonable playing of unamplified musical instruments. 

(23) The reasonable use of the unamplified human voice. 

The uses and activities exempted from this article shall be required to comply with 
the provisions of all other applicable ordinances of the city and laws of the state." 
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Section 6. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-8, Warning and penalty; is hereby amended to provide as follows: 

"Sec. 20-8. Enforcement and warning. 'Naming and penalty. 

faj-When a law enforcement Officer has probable cause to believe that a violatiOfl-ef 
this chapter has occurred, he or she shall issue a waming to the person or persons 
FeSponsiBle for the violation. The-wamiRg-s/=Iall-advise the person or persons of the 
violation of this chapter and specify a reasonable time to comply. 

(b) Violations of section 20 4(a)(2)b. ("mechanical or electronic sooRd making device or 
instruments within or upon motor vehicles") or sOBtio~-4(a)(2)j. ("internal 
combustion engines"): 

(1) Due to the-tfansieRt--and itinerant nature of violations involving unreasonable 
souRd emanating from motor-vehiBle&,-WAen the violator is the driver, OWflOf;-Bf 
possessor of the motor vehicle and as such has immediate access to the 
sound making device causing unreasonable sOlffid-in--violation of this chapter, 
ORe (1) minute shall be presumed reasORable-time to comply and cease-BRy 
violatien. 

(2) If the violation is not-eliminated within a reasonable time after the warning as 
prescribed in thi-s-seGtion or the violation recurs "Athin one (1) year of the 
issuance of the 'Naming, the person or persons so warned and-not complying 
shall be charged with a violation of this article and,---t!J3ofl-GOfl-viction, shall be 
wbject to prosecution-tlflElef-tA8-j3fe-Visions of section 20 9 

(c) Violations of this chapter other than sections 20 4(a)(2)b. and 20 4(a)(2)~ 

(1) Absent speBiBl circumstances, fifteen (15) minutes shall be presumeG 
reasoRable-time to comply-afld cease-aRy-Violatien. 

(2) If the violation is not-eliminated within a reasonable time after the wamin@--CIS 
prescribed in this-seGtiefl--Br-tAe-violation-reGHFS-Within ninety (90) days of the 
issuance of the-waming, the person or persons so warned and net-Bemplying 
shall be charged with a violation of this article and, upon conviction, shall be 
sooject to prosecution under the provisions of section--2G-9 

(a) Decibel limitations. For violations of 20-4(b)(1). an Officer shall issue a written 
warning to the person(s) responsible for the occurrence of the violation. The 
warning shall state the dbA and/or dbC readings obtained by the Officer during 
measurement. Said person(s) shall be permitted a reasonable time to comply 
with this code. Thereafter. each measurement for noise generated from that 
property for the subsequent twelve (12) months which exceeds the limitations 
established by Sec. 20-4(b)( 1) shall constitute separate violations for any 
persons which received a warning. If the violation continues or reoccurs after the 
warning. a civil citation may be issued. 
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(b) Plainlv audible noise. For violations of 20-4(b )(2). an Officer shall issue a verbal 
warning to the person(s) responsible for the occurrence of the violation. Said 
person(s) shall be permitted a reasonable time to comply with this code. If the 
violation continues or reoccurs after the warning. a civil citation may be issued. 

(c) Specific acts or noises. For violations of 20-4(b)(3). an Officer shall issue a verbal 
warning to the property owner or person(s) responsible for the occurrence of the 
violation. Said property owner or person(s) shall be permitted a reasonable time 
to comply with this code. If the violation continues or reoccurs after the warning. 
a civil citation may be issued. 

(d) Absent special circumstances. one (1) minute shall be presumed reasonable 
time to comply and cease any violation." 

Section 7. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-9, Violations; remedies; is hereby amended to provide as follows: 

"Sec. 20-9. Violations; remedies. Penalties; procedure; additional remedies. 

fat-J./iel8tieRS. 

(1) For violations of this chapter wI=lich involve noise emanating from a molef 
vehicle, specifically, section 20 4(a)(2-)b. ("mechanical or-electronic sounE!
making device or instrumeRts-within or upon motor vehicles") or sectioA-2Q
~(2)j. ("internal combustion engines"): 

&.--MF8l-vielatien. The first violation is a civil infraction punishaele by a fine of 
$250.00. The Officer shall issue a citation to the violator. The-violator is not 
subject to arrest or incarceration unless the violator willfully refuses to si@fl 
and accept the citation, as described in section 20 11 

b. Second violatien. The second-vielation is a civil infraction punishable by a 
fine of $500.00. The Officer shall issue a citation to the violator. The violator 
is-Aot subject to arrest or incarceratien unless the violator willfully refuses to 
sign and accept the citation, as desGFibed in section 20 11 

c. Third or subsef/tlont vielatiens. For third or subsequent violations, the 
punishment is as proviEleG-l3y section 1 11. An Officer is authorized to arrest 
a-vielator or issue the violator a notice to appear at the Officer's discretion. 

(2) For violations of this chapter which involve unreasonable-seund other than 
ElesGFiSed-wi#liR-sections 20-4W(2)b. and 20 4 Ea1(21j. , as provided in sOBtion-1--
4+ 

(a) Penalty for uncontested citation. 

a. A first violation is punishable by a fine of two-hundred fifty dollars ($250), if 
uncontested. 
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b. A second or subsequent violation of this chapter within a twelve (12) month 
period is punishable by a fine of five-hundred dollars ($500). if uncontested. A 
second or subsequent violation shall be treated as a first violation when the 
offender has committed no violations within the last twelve (12) months. 

(b) Penalty for third or subsequent motor vehicle violation. If an individual has been 
cited twice for violation of 20-4(b )(3)a. a third or subsequent violation shall subject 
the individual to arrest and punishment as described by 1-11. The individual may be 
arrested or issued a Notice to Appear at the Officer's discretion. Such action shall 
be prosecuted in County Court in the same manner as a misdemeanor offense. 
Prosecution under this section shall no be subject to the procedures outlined in 
subsection (b). below. 

(b) Procedure for contesting citation. 

a. A person cited for a civil infraction may contest the citation by requesting a 
hearing in front of the City Code Enforcement Special Master. 

b. In any contested hearing authorized pursuant to this section. a violation must 
be proven by a preponderance of evidence. 

c. The maximum civil penalty for a contested citation under this section is five
hundred dollars ($500). unless the property has been designated a non
cooperative chronic offender, in which case the penalties within Sec 20-11 
govern. 

d. The violator shall pay the applicable civil penalty to the Sarasota Police 
Department within thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation. 

e. If the violator elects to contest the citation, he/she shall request a hearing at 
the front desk of the Sarasota Police Department within thirty (30) days after 
issuance of the citation. The Sarasota Police Department shall schedule a 
hearing in front of the Special Master and shall provide written notice of the 
hearing to the violator and the Officer who issued the citation. 

f. If, after thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation. the violator neither pays 
the civil penalty nor contests the citation, he/she shall be deemed to have 
waived his/her right to contest the citation and. in such case, the Special 
Master shall enter a judgment against the violator in the amount of the 
citation. 

The City may file this iudament and record a lien against the offending 
property. In the event a lien is filed. the violator is responsible for the citation 
amount. recording fees. and other costs incurred with recording the judgment. 
to include any attorney's fees. 

g. All civil fines and penalties shall be deposited into the city general fund. 
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(c) Chronic offender determination. A third or subsequent violation of this chapter within 
a twelve (12) month period shall qualify the property owner or other individual for review 
by the Chief of Police to determine chronic offender status. pursuant to Sec. 20-10. 

fBi (d) Additional remedies. No provision of this chapter shall be construed to impair any 
common law, or equitable or statutory cause of action, or other legal remedy of any 
person for injury or damage arising from any violation of this chapter. As an additional 
remedy, the operation or maintenance of any device, instrument, vehicle or machinery 
in violation of any provision hereof which causes discomfort or annoyance, or 
endangers the comfort, repose, health or peace of a reasonable person of normal 
sensibilities, shall be deemed and is declared to be a public nuisance and may be 
subject to competent jurisdiction for injunction, both temporary and permanent. 

Section 8. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-10, Proceedings and penalties for citations; is hereby amended to 
provide as follows: 

"Sec. 20-10. - ProGeeEliflgs-aAG-penalties for citations. Chronic offender 
designation. 

(a) A person cited for a civil infraction may contest-tAe citation in the county court. 
(b) In any-centested heafiAg author0lEi-pursuant to this section, a violation must be 

proven by beyond a reasonable doubt. 
(c) The maximum civil penalty for any infraction is five hundred dollars-t$500.00). 
(d) If a person elects not to contest the citation in county court, the civil penalty shall 

be one hundred dollars ($100.00) for a first or sOGOOd-Bffense. The violator shall 
pay the applicable civil penalty to the clerk of the county court within thirty (30) 
Elays-after-issU3flce of the oitatiQR., 

(e) If the violator elects to contest the citation, helshe-sAaI1-fequest a hearing throu@l=l 
the clerk of the county-coort-within thirty-f30) days after issuance of the citat~QR., 
The clerk shall schedule a hearing in the county court ane-shall-fJrovi4e-writteR 
notioe of the hearing to the-violator and-the Officer who issued the citation. 

(f) If, within thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation,the-violator neither pays 
the civil penalty nor contests the citation, he/she shall be deemed to have .... '<lived 
his right to contest the citation and, in such case, the county-coort-sAa1l enter a 
jHElgment-against the-violator-iH-the-amount of the citation, plus court costs, 
recording fees, and all surcharges required by this sectiefh 

(9) All civil fines and penalties shall be deposited into the city general funa 
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(a) The purpose of this section is to establish a collaborative process through which 
the city and a business or property owner that has been identified as a chronic 
source of objectionable noise (i.e .. "chronic offender") will develop and implement 
a noise mitigation plan intended to bring the noise to acceptable levels. A chronic 
offender is a business or property owner that, because of the sound generated 
by or at the location, is an annoyance to adjacent or nearby residences, lodgings, 
schools, businesses, or other places where people may congregate with a 
reasonable expectation of undisturbed activity. 

(b) The Chief of Police (or designee) may designate a business or property owner as 
a chronic offender. In making such a designation, the Chief of Police shall take 
into consideration the following factors: 

(1) the number and frequency of valid noise complaints; 
(2) the number and frequency of violations of this chapter; 
(3) the proximity and physical relationship between the business and complaining 

locations; 
(4) the severity of sound events, both observed or measured; 
(5) the times and days of the week of sound events; 
(6) the business' history of cooperation and efforts to alleviate the problem; and 
(7) the history and context of the location, including whether the sound producing 

activity predates the occupation of the complaining locations. 

Upon designation, the Chief of Police shall inform the business or property owner 
that such business or property owner has been designated a chronic offender 
and refer the business to the Neighborhood and Development Services (NDS) 
along with the information that established the basis for the designation. 

(c) Upon receiving a chronic offender referral, the Director of NDS or his or her 
designee, shall schedule a mandatory initial meeting with the business or 
property owner that has been designated a chronic offender. At the initial 
meeting, NDS and the business or property owner shall review the information 
that formed the basis for the designation and any evidence or information 
concerning the complained of noise provided by the business or property owner. 
Following the initial meeting, NDS shall determine whether a mitigation plan is 
warranted. If NDS determines that a mitigation plan is not warranted, it shall 
notify the business or property owner and the Sarasota Police Department of that 
determination and no further action shall be taken under this Section. 

(d) If NDS determines that a mitigation plan is warranted, NDS and the business 
shall together develop and sign a noise mitigation plan. The plan may include, 
among other things: 
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(1) restrictions on days of week or hours of noise producing activity; 
(2) placement. orientation, and operation of sound producing activity or 
equipment; 
(3) placement of governor or restrictor device on sound producing equipment 
which would either prevent the device from exceeding maximum decibel levels 
established by this chapter or notify the person operating the device that they are 
exceeding sound levels which are likely to result in a decibel violation; 
(4) structural changes including but not limited to sound attenuation and baffling; 
(5) self-monitoring and reporting requirements; 
(6) a schedule for implementation; and 
(7) a schedule for review for possible revision or termination of the plan, 

The Sarasota Police Department shall assist, when necessary, NDS in 
determining whether any mitigation plan is achieving compliance with this 
chapter. 

(e) In the event that a business or property owner designated as a chronic offender; 
(1) fails or refuses to participate in good faith in the development of a noise 
mitigation plan; (2) refuses to agree to a noise mitigation plan; or (3) fails to 
implement or comply with an agreed to noise mitigation plan, NDS may 
designate the business or property owner as non-cooperative and shall notify the 
business or property owner and the Sarasota Police Department of that 
determination, Should a business or property owner designated as non
cooperative cure the basis for the designation, NDS shall remove the designation 
and notify the business or property owner and the Sarasota Police Department of 
that determination, 

(f) In the event that a noise enforcement action is taken against a business or 
property owner that has been designated a chronic offender, evidence regarding 
the business or property owner's participation in the development and 
implementation of and compliance with the noise mitigation plan shall be relevant 
to any prosecution or administrative or judicial review or appeal of the 
enforcement action, Specifically, participation and compliance shall be a 
mitigating factor and may, but is not required to be, a justification for dismissing 
the enforcement action, A business or property owner that has been designated 
by NDS as non-cooperative shall not b.e entitled to the benefits of this subsection 
unless the designation has been removed. 
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(g) A business or property owner that has been designated a chronic offender or 
non-cooperative may appeal such designation within 10 days after receiving 
notice of such designation. Appeals shall be heard by the Special Master. The 
appellant shall have the right to present evidence at said hearing. A ruling on 
appeal is subject to review in the circuit court of Sarasota County by proceedings 
in the nature of certiorari. Any petition for writ of certiorari for review shall be filed 
with the clerk of court within 30 days after notice of the decision has been sent to 
the appellant. 

Section 9. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; 
Section 20-11, Refusal to sign and accept citation; is hereby amended to provide 
as follows: 

"Sec. 20-11. - Refusal--to-sigR--aml accept citatiofh Non-cooperative chronic 
offender procedure. 

(a) Once a business or property owner has been designated a non-cooperative 
chronic offender pursuant to this chapter. any additional violations require the 
appearance of the violator at a hearing in front of the Special Master. The 
purpose of this hearing shall be to determine whether a violation occurred, and if 
a violation is found to have occurred, for the Special Master to determine an 
appropriate fine amount. These proceedings shall be governed in the same 
manner as proceedings under Sec. 20'9(b), above. 

(b) Upon designation as a non-cooperative chronic offender, the minimum civil 
penalty for a first violation under this section is one thousand dollars ($1,000). A 
second or subsequent violation is punishable up to five thousand dollars 
($5,000). However, the Special Master may impose a maximum fine of fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000) if he or she makes a finding that the violation was 
irreparable and irreversible in nature. 

Section 10. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 20, Sound Regulations; is 
hereby amended to provide as follows: 

"Sec. 20-12. - Refusal to sign and accept citation. 

Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an Officer shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, pursuant to F.S. § 162.21(6), 
punished as provided in F.S. §§ 775.082 and 775.083." 
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Section 11. The Code of the City of Sarasota; Chapter 2, Administration; Article V, 
Boards Commissions, and Committees; Division 5, Code Compliance System; 
Section 20-9, Violations; remedies; is hereby amended to provide as follows: 

"Sec. 2-321. Schedule of civil penalties. 

(a) Upon the issuance of a citation, the provisions of this code and the fines payable 
for the initial violation and continuing violations, until the administrative hearing 
thereon, in each instance are as set forth opposite each listed violation: 

Section Subject Fine per day 

Sec. 8-2thru_8-4, Animals $50.00 
inclusive, Sec. 8-
8and_Sec. 8-27 

Chap. 11 Building codes: 

Administrative 50.00 

echnical 50.00 
Chap. 14 Fire prevention and protection 

Administrative 50.00 
Technical 50.00 
Licensing 100.00 

Chap. 15 Fortune tellers, clairvoyants, etc. 25.00 
Chap. 16 Recycling and solid waste 100.00 
Sec. 16-34 rrrash can placement at curb 25.00 
Chap. 17 Health and sanitation 100.00 
Chap. 19 Licenses 100.00 
Chap. 20 Noise I,;() ()() 

First offense 250.00 Second and subsequent 1250.00/500.00' 
500.00 unless otherwise ordered bv the Special 
Master. 

Sec. 21-4 Wells of test holes 50.00 
Sec. 21-43 Removing dirt, sand or shell ~5.00 

Sec. 21-45 Removal of graffiti 25.00/50.00' 
I*The per diem fine for violations of.section 21-45 shall 
be doubled in the event that the chief of police or the 
~irector of code compliance has certified that the 
~iolation presents a serious.threat to the public 
health, safety, or welfare. 

Sec. 21-126 Discarded refrigerators 250.00 
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Sec. 21-201 Off-street parkingllitter receptacles 250.00 
Sec. 21-202 Construction site containers 100.00 
Chap._23 Peddlers and solicitors 20.00 
Chap._27 Pollution 50.00 
Chap._28 Garage sales 50.00 
Chap. 30 Streets, sidewalks and other public places 50.00 
Chap. 31 Subdivisions ~5.00 
Sec. 33-119(b) Parking spaces-Disabled persons 50.00 
Chap. 34 [Trailers, tents 125.00 

Zoning code, Art. VII, Div. 3.1, tree protection: $100.00 and other penalties as 
provided by the zoning code 

Section Subject Fine per day 
Chap.37 ~ater and sewer 50.00 
Chap.38 !Zoning 50.00 

~II other violations 100.00 

(b) For a repeat violation, the fines payable for violations as set forth in subsection 
(a) herein shall be five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day." 

Section 13. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Commission that the 
sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance shall be 
deemed severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this 
Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment of a 
court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any 
of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections hereof. It is 
further the intent of the City Commission that this ordinance is not to be a considered a 
land use regulation or otherwise impact the list of prohibited or permitted uses under the 
zoning code in any way. 

Section 14. Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
conflict. 

Section 15. This ordinance shall take effect on _____ , 2014. 

PASSED on first reading by title only, after posting on the bulletin board at City 
Hall for at least three (3) days prior to first reading, as authorized by Article IV, Section 
2, Charter of the City of Sarasota, Florida this __ day of , 2014. 
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PASSED on second reading and finally adopted this __ day of ____ , 
2014. 

ATTEST: 

Pamela M. Nadalini, MBA, CMC 
City Auditor and Clerk 

Shannon Snyder, Mayor 

Willie Charles Shaw, Vice Mayor 

Commissioner Suzanne Atwell 

Commissioner Paul Caragiulo 

Commissioner Susan L. Chapman 

CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA 

Shannon Snyder, Mayor 

city.atty/ord/20 14/14-5086 (sound.regs.amd.ch.20)/rmf/lg'02-07 -14 
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Chapter 20, Sound Regulations. (Pro fio ".e::1 NeW fe.At fo veil 'fief' .20 if Onlil1an<e 
14 OJ OS" 1.5 etc/opt"".) 

Sec. 20-1. Short title. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "City of Sarasota Sound Control 
Ordinance." 

Sec. 20-2. Declaration of policy. 

It is hereby declared to be the public policy of the city to reduce the ambient sound level in 
the city, as so to preserve, protect and promote the public health, safety and welfare, and the 
peace and quiet of the inhabitants of the city, prevent injury to human, plant and animal life and 
property, foster the convenience and comfort of its inhabitants, and facilitate the enjoyment of 
the natural attractions of the city. It is the public policy of the city that every person is entitled to 
ambient sound levels that are not detrimental to life, health and enjoyment of his or her property. 
It is hereby declared that the making, creation or maintenance of excessive noise within the city 
affects and is a menace to public health, comfort, convenience, safety, welfare and the 
prosperity of the people of the city. The provisions and prohibitions hereinafter contained and 
enacted are for the above-mentioned purpose. 

Sec. 20-3. Definitions. 

(a) As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

Ambient sound. Ambient sounds, such as traffic, aircraft, and other background sounds, 
including sound levels from sources listed within Sec. 20-6, Exemptions. 

Amplification system means any machine or device used for the amplification of the 
human voice, music or any other sound, or by which the human voice, music or any other sound 
is amplified. Amplification system shall not include vehicle radios, CD's, andlor tape players 
when used and heard only by the occupants of the vehicles in which the radio, CD, and/or tape 
player is installed. Amplification system shall not include warning devices on authorized 
emergency vehicles or horns or other warning devices on any vehicles used for traffic safety 
purposes. Amplification system, shall not include police eqUipment used for law enforcement 
purposes or equipment used for emergency work. 

Amplified means to increase the strength, amount of, or loudness of a device. 

Amplified sound means using or operating for any purpose, or permitting the operation 
or use for any purpose, any amplification system or any amplified radio, phonograph, tape 
player, television set, musical instrument, drum or similar device which is amplified. 

A-weighted sound level means the sound pressure level in decibels as measured on a 
sound level meter using the A-weighted network. The level so read is designated "dSA." 

Citation means a written notice, issued to a person by an officer who has probable cause 
to believe that the person has committed a civil infraction in violation of a duly enacted 
ordinance and that the county court will hear the charge. The citation shall contain: 

(1) The date and time of issuance; 

(2) The name and address of the person; 

(3) The date and time the civil infraction was committed; 
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(4) The facts constituting probable cause; 

(5) The ordinance violated; 

(6) The name and authority of the officer; 

(7) The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty or to contest 
the citation, or to appear in court if a court appearance is mandatory; 

(8) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation; 

(9) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation; 

(10) A conspicuous statement that if the person neither pays the civil penalty nor 
contests the citation within thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation, he/she shall be deemed 
to have waived his/her right to contest the citation and that, in such case, the county court shall 
enter judgment against the person in the amount of the citation, plus court costs, recording fees, 
and all surcharges required by this article. 

City manager means the city manager of the city of or his or her designee. 

Comp/etely enclosed building means a building separated on all sides from adjacent 
open space or from other buildings by permanent roof and by exterior walls or party walls, 
pierced only by closed windows and normal entrance or exit doors. Such doors shall not be kept 
open except for normal ingress and egress. 

Construction means any activity incidental to the erection, demolition, assembling, 
altering, installing or equipping of buildings, public or private highways, roads, premises parks, 
utility lanes or other property, including, but not limited to, related activities such as land 
clearing, grading, earthmoving, excavation, blasting, filling and landscaping but not including 
agriculture. 

"dBA" means the abbreviation designating the unit of sound level as measured by a 
sound level meter using the A-weighting, also known as "DBA." 

"dBC" means the abbreviation designating the unit of sound level as measured by a 
sound level meter using the C-weighting, also known as "DBC." 

Decibel means the practical unit of measurement for sound pressure level; the number 
of decibels of a measured sound is equal to twenty (20) times the logarithm to the base ten (10) 
of the ratio of the sound pressure of the measured sound to the sound pressure of a standard 
sound (20 micropascals); abbreviated "dB." 

Demolition means any dismantling, intentional destruction, or removal of buildings or 
structures. 

Emergency means any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or eminent 
physical trauma or property damage which necessitates immediate action. 

Emergency work means work necessary to restore property to a safe condition following 
an emergency, or work required to protect persons or property from exposure to imminent 
danger or damage. 

Frequency means the number of oscillations per second of a vibration. 

Governmental agency means any federal, state, county, municipal, district, board or 
separate unit of government created or established by law and shall include but not be limited to 
the state, the county, the city, the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport Authority and the School Board of 
Sarasota County. 

2 
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Intensity means the magnitude of the force or energy of sound per unit area or volume. 

Loudspeaker means a device, such as a sound truck, bullhorn, or the like which 
produces or reproduces sound. "Loudspeaker" shall not include a radio, CD or DVD player, tape 
player, television set, musical instrument, drum or similar device, or the amplification of a radio, 
CD or DVD player, tape player, television set, musical instrument, drum or similar device. 

Motor vehicle means any vehicle which is, or is designed to be, self-propelled or is 
designed or used for transporting person or property, including off-road vehicles being operated 
for recreational purposes. 

Motorcycle means every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of a rider and 
designed to travel on not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding 
tractors and other farm equipment, and including motor scooters, mopeds or other motorized 
bicycle or three-wheel vehicle. 

Octave-band filter means an instrument calibrated in preferred frequencies, for which 
criteria have been established by the American Standards Association, used in conjunction with 
a sound-level meter to take measurements in specific octave bands. 

Officer means any City of Sarasota code enforcement Officer or sworn law enforcement 
Officer employed by the City of Sarasota Police Department. 

Person means the state or any agency or institution thereof, a municipality, political 
subdivision, public or private corporation, individual, partnership, association or other entity, and 
includes any Officer, employee, agent or governing or managing body of any municipality, 
political subdivision or public or private corporation. 

Plainly audible shall mean any sound produced by a radio, tape player, compact disc 
player, loudspeaker, or other mechanical or electronic sound-making device, or instrument, 
including sound produced by a portable sound-making device or any Amplification System, that 
can be clearly heard by an Officer using his normal hearing faculties a specified distance from 
the source. 

Powered model vehicle means any self-propelled airborne, waterborne, or landborne 
plane, vessel or vehicle which is not designed to carry persons, including, but not limited to, any 
model airplane, boat, car or rocket. 

Public right-at-way means any street, avenue, boulevard, highway, sidewalk or alley, or 
similar place normally accessible to the public which is owned or controlled by a governmental 
entity. 

Real property line means (a) the legal boundary line including its vertical extension that 
separates one parcel of real property from another, or (b) the vertical and horizontal boundaries 
of a dwelling unit that is one unit in a multi-dwelling-unit building. 

Sound means an oscillation in pressure, particle displacement, particle velocity or other 
physical parameter, in a medium with internal forces that causes compression and rarefaction of 
that medium. The description of sound may include any characteristic of such sound, inciuding 
duration, intensity and frequency. 

Sound level means the weighted sound pressure level obtained by the use of a sound 
level meter and frequency weighting network, such as A, B, or C as specified in American 
National Standards Institute specifications for sound level meters (ANSI). If the frequency 
weighting employed is not indicated, the A-weighting shall apply. 
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Sound level meter means any instrument including a microphone, amplifier, an output 
meter, and frequency weighting networks for the measurement of noise and sound levels in a 
specific manner and which complies with standards established by the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) specifications for sound level meters. 

Sound pressure level means the level of a sound measured in dB units with a sound 
level meter which has a uniform ("flat") response over the band of frequencies measured. 

Special Master means the code enforcement Special Master or masters appointed by 
the city commission pursuant to chapter 2, article v, division 5, of the City Code. 

Vessel is synonymous with boat as referenced in section 1 (b), Article VII of the State 
Constitution and includes every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on the water, 
used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water. 

Volume means the degree of intensity, audibility, quality, strength or loudness of sound. 

Weekday means any day, Monday through Friday, which is not a legal holiday. 

(b) Miscellaneous definitions. All terms herein which refer to zoning or land use categories 
(including, but not limited to, "nonresidential zoning districts," "residential zoning district," etc.) 
shall be defined as set out in the zoning code of the city, as amended, or other ordinances or 
resolutions duly adopted by the city commission. 

Sec. 20-4. Excessive noise prohibited. 

(a) Prohibition of excessive noise. It shall be unlawful for a person to make, cause, allow, or 
permit to be made any excessive noise within the geographical boundaries of the city or 
within those areas over which the city has jurisdiction, including the waters and beaches 
adjacent to, abutting or bordering the city. Excessive noise shall be that noise which 
exceeds the noise limitations set forth in subsection (b). 

(b) Excessive noise in all areas of the City of Sarasota. 

(1) Decibel limitations. Excessive noise is noise that exceeds the maximum dbA and 
dbC sound levels, when measured between ten (10) and twenty (20) seconds, as set 
forth below. 

a. Outside source. Sounds emanating from a source which is outside, or 
otherwise not in a completely enclosed structure. 

1. Nighttime limitation. Sixty-five (65) dBA, seventy (70) dBC or has a five 
(5) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound levels 
between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on 
Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday and Saturday nights and 
on nights before federal holidays, 

2. Daytime limitation. Seventy-five (75) dBA, eighty (80) dBC or has a ten 
(10) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound levels 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11 :00 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday, and between 7:00 a.m. and 11 :59 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
and the days before federal holidays .. 
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b. Inside source. Sounds emanating from a source within a completely enclosed 
structure. 

1. Nighttime limitation. Sixty-five (75) dBA, seventy (75) dBC or has a ten 
(10) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound levels 
between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on 
Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday and Saturday nights and 
on nights before federal holidays, 

2. Daytime limits. Seventy-five (75) dBA, eighty (80) dBC or has a ten 
(10) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound levels 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11 :00 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday, and between 7:00 a.m. and 11 :59 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
and the days before federal holidays. 

(2) Plainly audible noise. Excessive noise is also noise that is unreasonably loud and 
raucous. Noise which is plainly audible (as defined by this chapter) at a distance of two 
hundred (200) feet or more in any direction between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 
a.m. the following morning on Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours 
of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday and Saturday nights and on 
nights before federal holidays, shall create a rebuttable presumption of a violation of this 
subsection. This includes, but is not limited to, amplified sound operated on private 
property, public property, or public right-of-way. 

(3) Specific acts or noises. 

a. Mechanical or electronic sound-making devices or instruments within or upon 
motor vehicles. Operating or amplifying the sound produced by a radio, tape 
player, compact disc player, loudspeaker, or other mechanical or electronic 
sound-making device or instrument, including sound produced by a portable 
sound-making device, from within the interior or upon the exterior of a motor 
vehicle so that the sound is plainly audible at a distance of fifty (50) feet or more 
from the source of the sound between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on 
Sunday nights through Friday mornings, and between 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
on Friday nights through Sunday mornings. 

b. Street sales. Offering for sale, selling anything or advertising by shouting or 
outcry. 

c. Animals. Owning, possessing, harboring, keeping, raising or maintaining any 
animal, as defined in chapter 8, which frequently or for continued duration howls, 
barks, yelps, meows, squawks, or makes other sounds in such a manner as to 
annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of 
a reasonable person of normal sensibilities. This provision shall not apply to 
public zoos or private animal attractions operated for profit to which the public 
has general admission and which are regulated by the city. 

d. Loading and unloading. Loading and unloading, opening, closing or other 
handling of boxes, crates, containers, equipment, building materials, garbage 
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cans or similar objects in such a manner as to annoy, disturb, injure or endanger 
the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a reasonable person of normal 
sensibilities between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning 
on Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday and Saturday nights and on nights 
before federal holidays, or within fifty (50) yards of any residential real property. 
This section shall not apply to solid waste collection activities of a governmental 
agency or governmental agency contractor. 

e. Construction and demolition. Engaging in construction, drilling, repair, 
alteration, demolition, land clearing or landfilling operations in such a manner as 
to annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety 
of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Sunday through Thursday nights and 
between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday 
and Saturday nights and on nights before federal holidays, except for emergency 
work by a public service utility or by other permit approved by the city. This 
subsection shall not apply to the use of domestic power tools as specified in 
paragraph h. 

f. Powered model vehicle. Operating or permitting the operation of any powered 
model vehicle in such a manner as to annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the 
comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a reasonable person of normal 
sensibilities between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning 
on Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. the following morning on Friday and Saturday nights and on nights 
before federal holidays in or within fifty (50) yards of any residential real property 
line. 

g. Emergency signaling devices. The testing outdoors of any fire, burglar or civil 
defense alarm, fire, whistle or similar stationary emergency signaling device shall 
not occur before 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.; and any such testing shall use the 
minimum cycle test time appropriate for such devices, in no case to exceed sixty 
(60) seconds. Testing of the complete emergency signaling system, including the 
functioning of the signaling device and the personnel response to the signaling 
device, shall not occur more than once in each calendar month. Such testing 
shall occur only on weekdays and not before 7:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. and 
shall be exempt from the sixty-second time limitations set forth herein. The 
sounding or the permitting of the sounding of any exterior fire or burglar alarm or 
motor vehicie burglar alarm, unless such alarm is automatically terminated within 
fifteen (15) minutes of activation shall be prohibited. 

h. Domestic power tools. Operating or permitting the operation of any 
mechanically powered saw, fender, drill, grinder, lawn or garden tool, or similar 
tool between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on 
Sunday through Thursday nights and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 
a.m. the following morning on Friday and Saturday nights and on nights before 
federal holidays, unless such equipment is operating inside a completely 
enclosed structure. 
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i. Internal combustion engine. Rapid throttle advance (rewing) of an internal 
combustion engine on the public right-of-way resulting in increased sound from 
the engine for the purpose of drawing attention to the source of the sound. 

(c) Standards and methods of measurement 

(1) Decibel limitations. 

a. Generally. Measurements recorded shall be taken so as to provide a proper 
representation and accurate measurement of the sound source. 

b. Scale. For the purpose of measuring the volume, intensity and frequencies of 
sound, the measurement of sound shall be made with a decibel or a sound level 
meter operating on the "A" or "C" weighting scale of any standard design and 
quality meeting the standards prescribed by the American National Standards 
Association. 

c. Instruments. The instruments shall be maintained in calibration and good 
working order. A wind screen shall be used when necessary. The microphone 
used during measurement shall be positioned so as not to create any unnatural 
enhancement or diminution of the measured sound. 

d. Ambient sound. Ambient sound shall not be considered in taking 
measurements. 

e. Location. Measurements shall be made approximately five (5) feet above the 
ground from anywhere on the property of the complainant. If an Officer makes a 
determination that ambient sound interferes with the sound being measured, an 
Officer may take a measurement from the property line of the suspect property. 

(2) Plainly audible noise. In determining whether a sound is plainly audible, law 
enforcement personnel shall be entitled to measure the sound according to the following 
standards: 

a. The primary means of detection shall be by means of the Officer's ordinary 
auditory senses, so long as the Officer's hearing is not enhanced by any 
mechanical device, such as a microphone or hearing aid. 

b. The Officer must have a direct line of sight and hearing to the sound source so 
that helshe can readily identify the offending property and/or person, the distance 
involved, and distinguish said subject sound from ambient sounds. 

c. The Officer need not determine the particular words or phrases being 
produced or the name of any song or artist producing the sound. The detection of 
a rhythmic bass reverberating type sound is sufficient to constitute a plainly 
audible sound. 

(3) Specific acts or noises. Standards which shall be considered in determining whether 
sound annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or 
safety of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities shall include, but shall not be 
limited to, the following: 

a. The volume of the sound. 

b. The intensity of the sound. 

c. Whether the nature of the sound is usual or unusual. 
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d. The volume and intensity of the background sound, if any. 

e. The proximity of the sound to residential sleeping facilities. 

f. The nature and zoning of the area within which the sound emanates. 

g. The time of the day or night the sound occurs. 

h. The duration of the sound. 

i. Whether the sound is produced by a commercial or noncommercial activity. 

Sec. 20-5. Reserved. 

Sec. 20-6. Exceptions by permit. 

(a) A person may seek a temporary exemption from the provisions of this chapter by seeking a 
special permit from the city manager. A fully complete special permit application must be 
submitted, on a form provided by the city manager. A special permit may only be issued for a 
specified limited period of time and shall set forth such conditions or requirements as shall be 
deemed necessary to mitigate potential adverse effects upon neighboring properties and to 
otherwise ensure that the public health, safety and general welfare is protected. The city 
manager may adopt administrative rules, as he or she deems necessary, to implement the 
provisions of this section. 

(b) In determining whether a special permit shall be issued, the city manager shall consider the 
following criteria: 

(1) The nature of the event and its importance to the general community; 

(2) The potential benefit to the city or the general public which may result from the 
proposed event; 

(3) The size of the event with respect to anticipated public participation or attendance; 

(4) The availability of alternate locations where the event may reasonably be located 
without creating the type or degree of potentially adverse effects it is anticipated would result at 
a site for which the special permit is requested; 

(5) That the granting of the special permit will not be contrary to the public health, safety 
and general welfare of the residents and establishments of the neighborhood and surrounding 
properties; 

(6) That the granting of the special permit is appropriate and compatible to the existing 
uses of the contiguous and surrounding properties; 

(7) That the granting of the special permit will not establish a precedent of or encourage 
more incompatible uses in the surrounding area; 
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(8) That the applicant has demonstrated that enforcement of the provisions of this 
chapter would create an undue hardship on the applicant because of unique circumstances 
peculiar to the applicant; 

(9) That the applicant has demonstrated the effectiveness of sound attenuation methods 
and submitted methods that the applicant will employ to lessen the potentially adverse impact 
associated with the grant of a special permit, and 

(10) That the applicant has not violated the terms or conditions of any previously 
granted special permit. 

(c) The city manager shall grant or deny an application for a special permit within fifteen (15) 
days from the date of the filing of a fully complete application. An application may be denied if it 
is determined to be incomplete. If no ruling has been made, upon the expiration of the fifteenth 
day, or if the fifteenth day is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, upon the following working day, the 
application shall be deemed to be granted. 

(d) Grant of an application for a special permit. 

(1) If there are no grounds for requiring denial, the city manager shall grant the 
application for special permit and shall issue the special permit. 

(2) The special permit, if granted, shall state on its face the name and address(es) of 
the person or persons to whom it is granted, the expiration date, the location applicable to the 
special permit and any special conditions or requirements imposed thereby. The special permit 
may not be transferred to any other person or location. 

(e) Appeal. 

(1) An appeal of a decision of the city manager may be made by the applicant, in writing 
filed with the city auditor and clerk, within seven (7) days of the rendition of the decision, to the 
special master for a hearing de novo. A decision of the city manager shall be deemed to have 
been rendered on the date of a letter prepared by the city manager notifying the applicant of the 
decision of the city manager. 

(2) The special master assigned to hear the appeal shall conduct a hearing thereon 
within ten (10) days of the filing of the notice of appeal, and shall make a final administrative 
decision, based upon the limitations and criteria set forth in sections 20-6(a) and (b), within 
three (3) days thereafter. In addition, the special master shall consider the administrative rules, 
if any, adopted by the city manager pursuant to section 20-6(a). 

(3) The special master shall make findings of fact that the criteria set forth in section 20-
6(b) have or have not been satisfied by the applicant for a special permit. 

(4) In the event the special master grants the appeal, the special permit issued thereby 
shall be issued for a specified limited period of time and shall set forth such conditions or 
requirements as shall be deemed necessary by the special master to mitigate potential adverse 
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effects upon neighboring properties and to otherwise ensure that the public health, safety and 
general welfare is protected. 

(5) Action taken by the special master to grant or deny the appeal shall be documented 
in a final order. The final order shall be filed with the city auditor and clerk. 

(6) An appeal of the decision of the special master may be made to the circuit court for 
the county, by filing a petition for writ of certiorari as provided for under the Florida Rules of 
Appellate Procedure. A decision of the special master shall be deemed to have been rendered 
on the date the final order is filed with the city auditor and cierk. 

(f) Any violation of any conditions imposed upon the granting of the special permit shall be 

deemed a violation of this chapter. 

Sec. 20-7. Exemptions. 

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: 

(1) Sound made by a horn or other warning device required or permitted by F.S. 
316.271; 

(2) Sound produced by a motorboat regulated pursuant to F.S. 327.65. 

(3) Air conditioners when functioning in accord with the manufacturer's specifications 
and with all manufacturers' mufflers and sound-reducing equipment in use and in proper 
operating condition; 

(4) Non-amplified crowd sounds resulting from otherwise lawful public gatherings; 

(5) Construction, drilling, repair, alteration, demolition, land clearing or landfilling 
operations between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on weekdays or between 9:00 a.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. on weekends or holidays for which all required permits have been issued, 
provided that the equipment involved is operated in accord with the manufacturer's 
specifications and with all manufacturer's sound-reducing equipment In use and in proper 
operating condition; 

(6) Operation of any powered model vehicle between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on weekdays and 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekends or holidays in or within fifty (50) 
yards of any residential area, provided that the powered model vehicle involved is operated in 
accord with the manufacturer's specification and with all manufacturer's sound-reduction 
equipment in use and in proper operating condition; 

(7) Sound from any safety signal, warning device or emergency pressure relief valve for 
the purpose of alerting the public of an emergency or performance of emergency work. 
However, the testing of any such device shall be subject to the requirements of section 20-
4(a)(2)i.; 

(8) Operation of any mechanically powered saw, fender, drill, grinder, lawn or garden 
tool, or similar tool between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on weekdays or 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
on weekends and holidays provided that the equipment involved is operated in accord with the 
manufacturer's specifications and with all manufacturer's sound-reducing equipment in use and 
in proper operating condition; 
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(9) Sound resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle when responding to an 
emergency call or acting in time of an emergency; 

(10) Any aircraft operating in conformity with, or pursuant to, federal law, federal air 
regulations, and air traffic control instructions used pursuant to and within the duly adopted 
federal air regulations; 

(11) The normal operations of railroad trains; 

(12) Motor vehicles and vessels when functioning with all manufacturers' mufflers and 
nOise-reducing equipment in use and in proper operating condition; 

(13) Sound resulting from emergency work; 

(14) Church bells and carillons; 

(15) Governmental agency or governmental agency contractor road construction 
equipment and related activities; 

(16) Amplified sound on property controlled by a governmental agency during 
governmental sponsored activities; 

(17) Common carrier stations, including but not limited to bus stations, commercial 
docks and airports; 

(18) Sound produced by activities in the fields, grounds or facilities of any sporting 
venue to which the public or community has access; 

(19) Sound made by children and adults on public or private schools and athletic 
grounds located thereon, during school curricular or extra-curricular activities; 

(20) Road festivals, parades, fireworks displays and special events for which an 
appropriate permit has been obtained from the city, in compliance with any conditions imposed 
by that permit and within the permitted area and any privately owned property located 
contiguous with any public right-of-way that is closed pursuant to a parade, road festival, or 
special event permit; 

(21) Festivals or events occurring on public parks or beaches which are permitted or 
approved by the city; 

(22) The reasonable playing of un amplified musical instruments. 

(23) The reasonable use of the unamplified human voice. 

The uses and activities exempted from this article shall be required to comply with the 
provisions of all other applicable ordinances of the city and laws of the state." 

Sec. 20-8. Enforcement and warning. 

(a) Decibel limitations. For violations of 20-4(b)(1), an Officer shall issue a written warning to 
the person(s) responsible for the occurrence of the violation. The warning shall state the dbA 
and/or dbC readings obtained by the Officer during measurement. The warning shall state that 
the generated sound level on the property must be reduced within one (1) minute. Thereafter, 
each measurement for noise generated from that property for the subsequent twelve (12) 
months which exceeds the limitations established by Sec. 20-4(b)( 1) shall constitute separate 
violations for any persons which received a warning, If the violation continues or reoccurs after 
the warning, a civil citation may be issued. 
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(b) Plainly audible noise. For violations of 20-4(b)(2), an Officer shall issue a verbal warning 
to the person(s) responsible for the occurrence of the violation. Said person(s) shall have one 
(1) minute to comply with this code. If the violation continues or reoccurs after the warning, a 
civil citation may be issued. 

(c) Specific acts or noises. For violations of 20-4(b)(3), an Officer shall issue a verbal 
warning to the property owner or person(s) responsible for the occurrence of the violation. Said 
property owner or person(s) shall have one (1) minute to comply with this code. If the violation 
continues or reoccurs after the warning, a civil citation may be issued. 

Sec. 20-9. Penalties; procedure; additional remedies. 

(a) Penalty for uncontested citation. 

(1) A first violation is punishable by a fine of two-hundred fifty dollars ($250), if 
uncontested. 

(2) A second or subsequent violation of this chapter within a twelve (12) month period is 
punishable by a fine of five-hundred dollars ($500), if uncontested. A second or subsequent 
violation shall be treated as a first violation when the offender has committed no violations within 
the last twelve (12) months. 

(b) Penalty for third or subsequent motor vehicle violation. If an individual has been cited twice 
for violation of 20-4(b)(3)a, a third or subsequent violation shall subject the individual to arrest 
and punishment as described by 1-11. The individual may be arrested or issued a Notice to 
Appear at the Officer's discretion. Such action shall be prosecuted in County Court in the same 
manner as a misdemeanor offense. Prosecution under this section shall not be subject to the 
procedures outlined in subsection (c), below 

(c) Procedure for contesting citation. 

(1) A person cited for a civil infraction may contest the citation by requesting a 
hearing in front of the City Code Enforcement Special Master. 

(2) In any contested hearing authorized pursuant to this section, a violation must be 
proven by a preponderance of evidence. 

(3) The maximum civil penalty for a contested citation under this section is five
hundred dollars ($500), unless the property has been designated a non
cooperative chronic offender, in which case the penalties within Sec 20-11 
govern. 

(4) The violator shall pay the applicable civil penalty to the Sarasota Police 
Department within thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation. 

(5) If the violator elects to contest the citation, helshe shall request a hearing at the 
front desk of the Sarasota Police Department within thirty (30) days after 
issuance of the citation. The Sarasota Police Department shall schedule a 
hearing in front of the Special Master and shall provide written notice of the 
hearing to the violator and the Officer who issued the citation. 

(6) If, after thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation, the violator neither pays the 
civil penalty nor contests the citation, he/she shall be deemed to have waived 
his/her right to contest the citation and, in such case, the Special Master shall 
enter a judgment against the violator in the amount of the citation. 
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(7) The City may file this judgment and record a lien against the offending property. 
In the event a lien is filed, the violator is responsible for the citation amount, 
recording fees, and other costs incurred with recording the judgment, to include 
any attorney's fees. 

(8) All civil fines and penalties shall be deposited into the city general fund. 

(d) Chronic offender determination. A third or subsequent violation of this chapter within a 
twelve (12) month period shall qualify the property owner or other individual for review by the 
Chief of Police to determine chronic offender status, pursuant to Sec. 20-10. 

(e) Additional remedies. No provision of this chapter shall be construed to impair any common 
law, or equitable or statutory cause of action, or other legal remedy of any person for injury or 
damage arising from any violation of this chapter. As an additional remedy, the operation or 
maintenance of any device, instrument, vehicle or machinery in violation of any provision hereof 
which causes discomfort or annoyance, or endangers the comfort, repose, health or peace of a 
reasonable person of normal sensibilities, shall be deemed and is declared to be a public 
nuisance and may be subject to competent jurisdiction for injunction, both temporary and 
permanent. 

Sec. 20-10. Chronic offender designation. 

(a) The purpose of this section is to establish a collaborative process through which the city 
and a business or property owner that has been identified as a chronic source of objectionable 
noise (i.e., "chronic offender") will develop and implement a noise mitigation plan intended to 
bring the noise to acceptable levels. A chronic offender is a business or property owner that, 
because of the sound generated by or at the location, is an annoyance to adjacent or nearby 
residences, lodgings, schools, businesses, or other places where people may congregate with a 
reasonable expectation of undisturbed activity. 

(b) The Chief of Police (or designee) may designate a business or property owner as a 
chronic offender. In making such a designation, the Chief of Police shall take into consideration 
the following factors: 

(1) the number and frequency of valid noise complaints; 
(2) the number and frequency of violations of this chapter; 
(3) the proximity and physical relationship between the business and complaining 

locations; 
(4) the severity of sound events, both observed or measured; 
(5) the times and days of the week of sound events; 
(6) the business' history of cooperation and efforts to alleviate the problem; and 
(7) the history and context of the location, including whether the sound producing 

activity predates the occupation of the complaining locations. 

Upon designation, the Chief of Police shall inform the business or property owner that 
such business or property owner has been designated a chronic offender and refer the business 
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to the Neighborhood and Development Services (NOS) along with the information that 
established the basis for the designation. 

(c) Upon receiving a chronic offender referral, the Director of NOS or his or her designee, 
shall schedule a mandatory initial meeting with the business or property owner that has been 
designated a chronic offender. At the initial meeting, NOS and the business or property owner 
shall review the information that formed the basis for the designation and any evidence or 
information concerning the complained of noise provided by the business or property owner. 
Following the initial meeting, NOS shall determine whether a mitigation plan is warranted. If 
NOS determines that a mitigation plan is not warranted, it shall notify the business or property 
owner and the Sarasota Police Department of that determination and no further action shall be 
taken under this Section. 

(d) If NOS determines that a mitigation plan is warranted, NOS and the business shall 
together develop and sign a noise mitigation plan. The plan may include, among other things: 

(1) restrictions on days of week or hours of noise producing activity; 
(2) placement, orientation, and operation of sound producing activity or equipment; 
(3) placement of governor or restrictor device on sound producing equipment which 

would either prevent the device from exceeding maximum decibel levels established by this 
chapter or notify the person operating the device that they are exceeding sound levels which are 
likely to result in a decibel violation; 

(4) structural changes including but not limited to sound attenuation and baffling; 
(5) self-monitoring and reporting requirements; 
(6) a schedule for implementation; and 
(7) a schedule for review for possible revision or termination of the plan. 

The Sarasota Police Department shall assist, when necessary, NOS in determining 
whether any mitigation plan is achieving compliance with this chapter. 

(e) In the event that a business or property owner designated as a chronic offender: (1) fails 
or refuses to participate in good faith in the development of a noise mitigation plan; (2) refuses 
to agree to a noise mitigation plan; or (3) fails to implement or comply with an agreed to noise 
mitigation plan, NOS may designate the business or property owner as non-cooperative and 
shall notify the business or property owner and the Sarasota Police Department of that 
determination. Should a business or property owner designated as non-cooperative cure the 
basis for the designation, NOS shall remove the designation and notify the business or property 
owner and the Sarasota Police Department of that determination. 

(f) In the event that a noise enforcement action is taken against a business or property 
owner that has been designated a chronic offender, evidence regarding the business or 
property owner's participation in the development and implementation of and compliance with 
the noise mitigation plan shall be relevant to any prosecution or administrative or judicial review 
or appeal of the enforcement action. Specifically, participation and compliance shall be a 
mitigating factor and may, but is not required to be, a justification for dismissing the enforcement 
action. A business or property owner that has been designated by N OS as non-cooperative 
shall not be entitled to the benefits of this subsection unless the designation has been removed. 

(g) A business or property owner that has been designated a chronic offender or non
cooperative may appeal such designation within 10 days after receiving notice of such 
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designation. Appeals shall be heard by the Special Master. The appellant shall have the right to 
present evidence at said hearing. A ruling on appeal is subject to review in the circuit court of 
Sarasota County by proceedings in the nature of certiorari. Any petition for writ of certiorari for 
review shall be filed with the clerk of court within 30 days after notice of the decision has been 
sent to the appellant. 

Sec. 20-11. Non-cooperative chronic offender procedure. 

(a) Once a business or property owner has been designated a non-cooperative chronic 
offender pursuant to this chapter, any additional violations require the appearance of the violator 
at a hearing in front of the Special Master. The purpose of this hearing shall be to determine 
whether a violation occurred, and if a violation is found to have occurred, for the Special Master 
to determine an appropriate fine amount. These proceedings shall be governed in the same 
manner as proceedings under Sec. 20-9(b), above. 

(b) Upon designation as a non-cooperative chronic offender, the minimum civil penalty for a 
first violation under this section is one thousand dollars ($1,000). A second or subsequent 
violation is punishable up to five thousand dollars ($5,000). However, the Special Master may 
impose a maximum fine of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) if he or she makes a finding that 
the violation was irreparable and irreversible in nature. 

Sec. 20-12. Refusal to sign and accept citation. 

Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an Officer shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor of the second degree, pursuant to F.S. § 162.21 (6), punished as provided in 
F.S. §§ 775.082 and 775.083. 
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Sec. 2-321. Schedule of civil penalties. 

(a) Upon the issuance of a citation, the provisions of this code and the fines payable for the 

initial violation and continuing violations, until the administrative hearing thereon, in each 

instance are as set forth opposite each listed violation: 

Section Subject Fine per day 

Sec. 8-2thru_8-4, V'-nimals $50.00 
inclusive, Sec. 8-
8and_ Sec. 8-27 

Chap. 11 Building codes: 

Administrative 50.00 

Technical 50.00 

Chap. 14 Fire prevention and protection 

Administrative 50.00 

Technical 50.00 

Licensing 100.00 

Chap. 15 Fortune tellers, clairvoyants, etc. 25.00 

Chap. 16 Recycling and solid waste 100.00 

Sec. 16-34 rrrash can placement at curb 25.00 

Chap. 17 Health and sanitation 100.00 

Chap. 19 Licenses 100.00 

Chap. 20 Noise aMQ 

First offense 250.00 Second and subseauent 500.00 250.00/500.00* 

unless otherwise ordered by the Special Master. 

Sec. 21-4 Wells of test holes 50.00 

Sec. 21-43 Removing dirt, sand or shell 25.00 

Sec. 21-45 Removal of graffiti 25.00150.00* 
*The per diem fine for violations of.section 21-45 shall be 
~oubled in the event that the chief of police or the director of 
code compliance has certified that the violation presents a 
serious threat to the public health, safety, or welfare. 

Sec. 21-126 Discarded refrigerators 250.00 

Sec. 21-201 Off-street parking/litter receptacles 250.00 

Sec. 21-202 Construction site containers 100.00 
Chap._23 Peddlers and solicitors 20.00 

Chap._27 Pollution 50.00 
Chap._28 Garage sales 50.00 

Chap. 30 Streets, sidewalks and other public places 50.00 
Chap. 31 Subdivisions 25.00 

Sec. 33-119(b) Parking spaces-Disabled persons 50.00 
Chap. 34 Trailers, tents 25.00 
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Zoning code, Art. VII, Div. 3.1, tree protection: $100.00 and other penalties as provided 

by the zoning code 

Section Subject Fine per day 

Chap.37 Water and sewer 50.00 

Chap.38 Zoning 50.00 

All other violations 100.00 

(b) For a repeat violation, the fines payable for violations as set forth in subsection (a) 

herein shall be five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day. 
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[\arasota, 1'loriLia, COdH of Onlin"llcos» F'Afn II·· nit' CODE» Chapter 20 SOUND REGULATIONS 
» 

Sec. 20-1. Short title. 

Sec. 20-2. Declaration of policy. 

Sec. 20-3. Definitions. 

Sec. 20-4. Unreasonable sound prohibited. 

Sec. 20-5. Maximum sound levels. 

Sec. 20-6. Exceptions by permit. 

Sec. 20-7. Exemptions. 

Sec. 20-8. Warning and penalty. 

Sec. 20-9. Violations: rernedies. 

Sec. 20-10. Proceedings and penalties for citations. 

Sec. 20-11. Refusal to sign and accept citation. 

Sec. 20-1. Short title. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "City of Sarasota Sound Control 
Ordinance." 

(Ord. No. 03-4416, § 1, 3-3-03) 

Sec. 20-2. Declaration of policy. 

It is hereby declared to be the public policy of the city to reduce the ambient sound level in 
the city, as so to preserve, protect and promote the public health, safety and welfare, and the peace 
and quiet of the inhabitants of the city, prevent injury to human, plant and animal life and property, 
foster the convenience and comfort of its inhabitants, and facilitate the enjoyment of the natural 
attractions of the city. It is the public policy of the city that every person is entitled to ambient sound 
levels that are not detrimental to life, health and enjoyment of his or her property. It is hereby 
declared that the making, creation or maintenance of excessive or unreasonable sound within the 
city affects and is a menace to public health, comfort, convenience, safety, welfare and the 
prosperity of the people of the city. The provisions and prohibitions hereinafter contained and 
enacted are for the above-mentioned purpose. 

(Ord. No. 03-4416, § 1, 3-3-03) 

Sec. 20-3. Definitions. 

(a) As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

Amplification system means any machine or device used for the amplification of the human 
voice, music or any other sound, or by which the human voice, music or any other sound is 
amplified. Amplification system shall not include vehicle radios, CD's, and/or tape players when 
used and heard only by the occupants of the vehicles in which the radio, CD, and/or tape player is 
installed. Amplification system shall not include warning devices on authorized emergency vehicles 
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or horns or other warning devices on any vehicles used for traffic safety purposes. Amplification 
system, shall not include police equipment used for law enforcement purposes or equipment used 
for emergency work. 

Amplified means to increase the strength, amount of, or loudness of a device. 

Amplified sound means using or operating for any purpose, or permitting the operation or 
use for any purpose, any amplification system or any amplified radio, phonograph, tape player, 
television set, musical instrument, drum or similar device which is amplified. 

A-weighted sound level means the sound pressure level in decibels as measured on a sound 
level meter using the A-weighted network. The level so read is designated "dBA." 

Citation means a written notice, issued to a person by an officer who has probable cause to 
believe that the person has committed a civil infraction in violation of a duly enacted ordinance and 
that the county court will hear the charge. The citation shall contain: 

(1) The date and time of issuance; 

(2) The name and address of the person; 

(3) The date and time the civil infraction was committed; 

(4) The facts constituting probable cause; 

(5) The ordinance violated; 

(6) The name and authority of the officer; 

(7) The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty or to contest the 
citation, or to appear in court if a court appearance is mandatory; 

(8) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation; 

(9) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation; 

(10) A conspicuous statement that if the person neither pays the civil penalty nor contests 
the citation within thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation, helshe shall be 
deemed to have waived hislher right to contest the citation and that, in such case, the 
county court shall enter judgment against the person in the amount of the citation, 
plus court costs, recording fees, and all surcharges required by this article. 

City manager means the city manager of the city of or his or her designee. 

Completely enclosed building means a building separated on all sides from adjacent open 
space or from other buildings by permanent roof and by exterior walls or party walls, pierced only by 
closed windows and normal entrance or exit doors. Such doors shall not be kept open except for 
normal ingress and egress. 

Construction means any activity incidental to the erection, demolition, assembling, altering, 
installing or equipping of buildings, public or private highways, roads, premises parks, utility lanes or 
other property, including, but not limited to, related activities such as land clearing, grading, 
earthmoving, excavation, blasting, filling and landscaping but not including agriculture. 

"dBA" means the abbreviation designating the unit of sound level as measured by a sound 
level meter using the A-weighting, also known as "DBA." 

"dBC" means the abbreviation designating the unit of sound level as measured by a sound 
level meter using the C-weighting, also known as "OBC." 
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Decibel means the practical unit of measurement for sound pressure level; the number of 
decibels of a measured sound is equal to twenty (20) times the logarithm to the base ten (10) of the 
ratio of the sound pressure of the measured sound to the sound pressure of a standard sound (20 
micropascals); abbreviated "dB." 

Demolition means any dismantling, intentional destruction, or removal of buildings or 
structures. 

Emergency means any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or eminent 
physical trauma or property damage which necessitates immediate action. 

Emergency work means work necessary to restore property to a safe condition following an 
emergency, or work required to protect persons or property from exposure to imminent danger or 
damage. 

Frequency means the number of oscillations per second of a vibration. 

Governmental agency means any federal, state, county, municipal, district, board or 
separate unit of government created or established by law and shall include but not be limited to the 

state, the county, the city, the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport Authority and the School Board of 
Sarasota County. 

Holiday means those days designated pursuant to the city's personnel rules and regulations, 
Rule 10.1, Authorized Holidays. 

Intensity means the magnitude of the force or energy of sound per unit area or volume. 

Loudspeaker means a device, such as a sound truck, bullhorn, or the like which produces or 

reproduces sound. "Loudspeaker" shall not inclUde a radio, CD or DVD player, tape player, 
television set, musical instrument, drum or similar device, or the amplification of a radio, CD or DVD 
player, tape player, television set, musical instrument, drum or similar device. 

Motor vehicle means any vehicle which is, or is designed to be, self-propelled or is designed 
or used for transporting person or property, including off-road vehicles being operated for 
recreational purposes. 

Motorcycle means every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of a rider and 
designed to travel on not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding 
tractors and other farm equipment, and including motor scooters, mopeds or other motorized 
bicycle or three-wheel vehicle. 

Noise-sensitive area means any area deSignated by the city or county as requiring strict 
noise limitations in the interests of the public health, safety and welfare, including, but without being 
limited to, schools, libraries open to the public, hospitals, churches, nursing homes and 
convalescent homes. Such areas shall be marked by conspicuous signs designating such area as a 
noise-sensitive area. 

Octave-band filter means an instrument calibrated in preferred frequencies, for which criteria 
have been established by the American Standards Association, used in conjunction with a sound
level meter to take measurements in specific octave bands. 

Officer means any City of Sarasota code enforcement officer or sworn law enforcement 
officer employed by the City of Sarasota Police Department. 
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Person means the state or any agency or institution thereof, a municipality, pOlitical 
subdivision, public or private corporation, individual, partnership, association or other entity, and 
includes any officer, employee, agent or governing or managing body of any municipality, political 
subdivision or public or private corporation. 

Plainly audible shall mean any sound produced by a radio, tape player, compact disc player, 
loudspeaker, or other mechanical or electronic sound-making device, or instrument, including sound 
produced by a portable sound-making device, that can be clearly heard by a officer using his 
normal hearing faculties at a distance of fifty (50) feet or more from the source. 

Powered model vehicle means any self-propelled airborne, waterborne, or landborne plane, 
vessel or vehicle which is not designed to carry persons, including, but not limited to, any model 
airplane, boat, car or rocket. 

Public right-ot-way means any street, avenue, boulevard, highway, sidewalk or alley, or 
similar place normally accessible to the public which is owned or controlled by a governmental 
entity. 

Public space means any real property or structures thereon that are owned, leased, or 
controlled by a governmental entity. 

Real property line means (a) the legal boundary line including its vertical extension that 
separates one parcel of real property from another, or (b) the vertical and horizontal boundaries of a 
dwelling unit that is one unit in a multi-dwelling-unit building. 

Sound means an oscillation in pressure, particle displacement, particle velocity or other 
physical parameter, in a medium with internal forces that causes compression and rarefaction of 
that medium. The description of sound may include any characteristic of such sound, including 
duration, intensity and freq uency. 

Sound, continuous means any sound that is not impulse sound. 

Sound, impulse means any sound characterized by either a single pressure peak or a single 
burst (multiple pressure peaks) having a duration of less than one second. 

Sound level means the weighted sound pressure level obtained by the use of a sound level 
meter and frequency weighting network, such as A, B, or C as specified in American National 
Standards Institute specifications for sound level meters (ANSI). If the frequency weighting 
employed is not indicated, the A-weighting shall apply. 

Sound level meter means any instrument including a microphone, amplifier, an output meter, 

and frequency weighting networks for the measurement of noise and sound levels in a specific 
manner and which complies with standards established by the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) specifications for sound level meters. 

Sound pressure level means the level of a sound measured in dB units with a sound level 
meter which has a uniform ("flat") response over the band of frequencies measured. 

Sound source means any person, animal, device, operation, process, activity, or 
phenomenon that emits or causes sound. 
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Special master means the code enforcement special master or masters appointed by the city 
commission pursuant to chapter 2, article v, division 5, of the City Code. 

Unreasonable sound means any sound which is excessive, unnecessary, or unusually loud 
so that it annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or safety of a 
reasonable person of normal sensibilities. 

Vessel is synonymous with boat as referenced in section 1 (b), Article VII of the State 
Constitution and includes every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on the water, used 
or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water. 

Volume means the degree of intensity, audibility, quality, strength or loudness of sound. 

Weekday means any day, Monday through Friday, which is not a legal holiday. 

(b) Miscellaneous definitions. All terms herein which refer to zoning or land use categories 
(including, but not limited to, "nonresidential zoning districts," "residential zoning district," 
etc.) shall be defined as set out in the zoning code of the city, as amended, or other 
ordinances or resolutions duly adopted by the city commission. 

(Onl. No. 03-4416. § 1, 3-3-03; Onl. No. 13-5052. § 1, 3-18-13) 

Sec. 20~4. Unreasonable sound prohibited. 

(a) Notwithstanding the fact that no violation of section 20-5 is involved: 

(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to make, cause, allow, or permit to be made any 
unreasonable sound within the geographical boundaries of the city or within those 
areas over which the city has jurisdiction, including the waters and beaches adjacent 
to, abutting or bordering the city. 

(2) Any of the following acts and causes thereof are declared to be unreasonable sound 
in violation of this chapter: 

a. Mechanical or electronic sound·making devices or instruments not within or 
upon motor vehicles. Operating or amplifying the sound produced by a radio, 
tape player, compact disc player, loudspeaker, or other mechanical or 
electronic sound-making device or instrument, including sound produced by a 
portable sound-making device, so that the sound is plainly audible at a distance 
of fifty (50) feet or more from the source of the sound between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on Sunday nights through Friday mornings, and 
between 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on Friday nights through Sunday mornings. 
This subsection shall not include sound emanating from a sound-making 
devices or instruments within or upon motor vehicles, which is governed by 
section 20-4(a)(2)b. 

b. Mechanical or electronic sound-making devices or instruments within or upon 
motor vehicles. Operating or amplifying the sound produced by a radio, tape 
player, compact disc player, loudspeaker, or other mechanical or electronic 
sound-making device or instrument, including sound produced by a portable 
sound-making device, from within the interior or upon the exterior of a motor 
vehicle so that the sound is plainly audible at a distance of fifty (50) feet or 
more from the source of the sound between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 
a.m. on Sunday nights through Friday mornings, and between 10:00 p.m. and 
10:00 a.m. on Friday nights through Sunday mornings. 
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c. Street sales. Offering for sale, selling anything or advertising by shouting or 
outcry. 

d. Animals. Owning, possessing, harboring, keeping, raiSing or maintaining any 
animal, as defined in chapter 8, which frequently or for continued duration 
howls, barks, yelps, meows, squawks, or makes other sounds in such a 

manner as to annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the comfort, repose, health, 
peace, or safety of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities. This provision 
shall not apply to public zoos or private animal attractions operated for profit to 
which the public has general admission and which are regulated by the city. 

e. Loading and unloading. Loading and unloading, opening, closing or other 
handling of boxes, crates, containers, equipment, building materials, garbage 
cans or similar objects in such a manner as to annoy, disturb, injure or 
endanger the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a reasonable person 
of normal sensibilities between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on 
weekdays and 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on weekends and holidays in or within 
fifty (50) yards of any residential real property line or noise-sensitive area. This 
section shall not apply to solid waste collection activities of a governmental 
agency or governmental agency contractor. 

f. Construction and demolition. Engaging in construction, drilling, repair, 
alteration, demOlition, land clearing or landfilling operations between the hours 
of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. on weekdays or between 9:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
on weekends or holidays except for emergency work by a public service utility 
or by other permit approved by the city. This subsection shall not apply to the 

use of domestic power tools as specified in paragraph j. 

g. Powered model vehicle. Operating or permitting the operation of any powered 
model vehicle between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays and 
7:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on weekends or holidays in or within fifty (50) yards 
of any residential real property line or noise sensitive area. 

h. Emergency signaling devices. The testing outdoors of any fire, burglar or civil 
defense alarm, fire, whistle or similar stationary emergency signaling device 

shall not occur before 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.; and any such testing shall 
use the minimum cycle test time appropriate for such devices, in no case to 
exceed sixty (60) seconds. Testing of the complete emergency signaling 
system, including the functioning of the signaling device and the personnel 
response to the Signaling device, shall not occur more than once in each 

calendar month. Such testing shall occur only on weekdays and not before 
7:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. and shall be exempt from the sixty-second time 
limitations set forth herein. The sounding or the permitting of the sounding of 
any exterior fire or burglar alarm or motor vehicle burglar alarm, unless such 
alarm is automatically terminated within fifteen (15) minutes of activation shall 

be prohibited. 

i. Domestic power tools. Operating or permitting the operation of any 
mechanically powered saw, fender, drill, grinder, lawn or garden tool, or similar 
tool between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays or 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 
a.m. on weekends and holidays, unless such equipment is operating inside a 
completely enclosed structure. 

j. Internal combustion engine. Rapid throttle advance (revving) of an internal 

combustion engine on the public right-of-way resulting in increased sound from 
the engine for the purpose of drawing attention to the source of the sound. 

http://library.mullicode.comfprint.aspx?h=&clientID=lI553&HTMRcqucst=http%3a%2f'102flibrary.municodc.com%2 fHTML %2 flI5 53 %2fl c... 2/6/20 I 4 



Page 48 of 54
Mllnicodc Page 7 of 13 

(b) In determining whether a sound is plainly audible, law enforcement personnel shall be 
entitled to measure the sound according to the following standards: 

(1) The primary means of detection shall be by means of the officer's ordinary auditory 
senses, so long as the officer's hearing is not enhanced by any mechanical device, 
such as a microphone or hearing aid. 

(2) The officer must have a direct line of sight and hearing to the motor vehicle producing 
the sound so that helshe can readily identify the offending motor vehicle and the 
distance involved. 

(3) The officer need not determine the particular words or phrases being produced or the 

name of any song or artist producing the sound. The detection of a rhythmiC bass 
reverberating type sound is sufficient to constitute a plainly audible sound. 

(c) The standards which shall be considered in determining whether sound annoys, disturbs, 
injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or safety of a reasonable person of 
normal sensibilities shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 

(1) The volume of the sound. 

(2) The intensity of the sound. 

(3) Whether the nature of the sound is usual or unusual. 

(4) The volume and intensity of the background sound, if any. 

(5) The proximity of the sound to residential sleeping facilities. 

(6) The nature and zoning of the area within which the sound emanates. 

(7) The time of the day or night the sound occurs. 

(8) The duration of the sound. 

(9) Whether the sound is produced by a commercial or noncommercial activity. 
(Ord. No. 03·4416, § 1, 3·3·03; Ord. No. 13·5052. § 2, 3·18-13) 

Sec. 20-5. Maximum sound levels. 

(a) Method of measurement generally. For the purpose of measuring the volume, intensity and 

frequencies of sound, the measurement of sound shall be made with a decibel or a sound 
level meter operating on the "A" or "C" weighting scale of any standard design and quality 
meeting the standards prescribed by the American National Standards Association. The 
instruments shall be maintained in calibration and good working order. Measurements 
recorded shall be taken so as to provide a proper representation of the sound source. The 
microphone used during measurement shall be pOSitioned so as not to create any unnatural 
enhancement or diminution of the measured sound. A wind·screen for the microphone shall 
be used when required. Traffic, aircraft, and other background sounds shall not be 
considered in taking measurements except where such background sound interferes with the 
primary sound being measured. 

(1) The slow meter response of the sound level meter shall be used in order to best 
determine that the average sound has not exceeded the standards set forth in 
SUbsections (b)(2) and (b)(3) below. 

(2) The measurement shall be made at or beyond the real property line on which such 
sound is generated, or perceived, as appropriate, approximately five (5) feet above 
ground. 

(3) In the case of an elevated or directional sound source, compliance with the sound 
limits is to be maintained at any elevation at or beyond the real property line. 

(b) Maximum permitted sound pressure in decibels. 
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(1) Amplified sound not in a completely enclosed building. Section 20-5(b)(2) of this Code 
notwithstanding: 

a. No person shall make, cause, allow or permit the operation of any amplified 
sound, not in a completely enclosed building between the hours of 10:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. the following morning, in such a rnanner as to create, when 
measured at or beyond the real property line from which the sound emanates, 
a sound level that exceeds sixty-five (65) dBA, seventy (70) dBC or has a five 
(5) dB or greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound ,levels. 

b. The provisions of subsection a. above shall apply between the hours of 11 :00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following morning on Thursday through Sunday nights 
and between the hours of 11 :59 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following rnorning on 
Friday and Saturday nights and on nights before federal holidays for amplified 
sound emanating from the city owned leasehold property on the Lemon 
Avenue Mall. 

(2) Continuous source. 

a. Between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11 :00 p.m., no person shall make, cause, 
allow or permit the operation of any continuous source of sound in such a 
manner as to create, when measured at or beyond the real property line from 
which the sound emanates, a sound level that exceeds seventy-five (75) dBA, 
eighty (80) dBC or has a ten (10) dB or greater difference between the dBA 
and dBC sound levels. 

b. Between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., the following morning, no 
person shall make, cause, allow or permit the operation of any continuous 
source of sound in such a manner as to create, when measured at or beyond 
the real property line from which the sound emanates, a sound level that 
exceeds seventy-five (75) dBA, seventy-five (75) dBC or has a ten (10) dB or 
greater difference between the dBA and dBC sound levels. 

(3) Impulsive source. No person shall make, cause, allow, or permit the operation of any 
impulsive source of sound which has a peak sound in such a manner as to create, 
when measured at or beyond the real property line from which the sOllnd emanates, a 
sound level that exceeds 80 dBA. If an impulsive sound is the result of the normal 
operation of an industrial or commercial facility and occurs more frequently than four 
times in any hour the levels set forth in subsection (b) shall apply. 

(Ord. No. 03-4416, § 1. 3-3-03; Ord. No. 10-4905, § 1, 2-16-10) 

Sec. 20-6. Exceptions by permit. 

(a) A person may seek a temporary exemption from the provisions of this chapter by seeking a 
special permit from the city manager. A fully complete special permit application must be 
submitted, on a form provided by the city manager. A special permit may only be issued for a 
specified limited period of time and shall set forth such conditions or requirements as shall be 
deemed necessary to mitigate potential adverse effects upon neighboring properties and to 
otherwise ensure that the public health, safety and general welfare is protected. The city 
manager may adopt administrative rules, as he or she deems necessary, to implement the 
provisions of this section. 

(b) In determining whether a special permit shall be issued, the city manager shall consider the 
following criteria: 

(1) The nature of the event and its importance to the general community; 
(2) 
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The potential benefit to the city or the general public which may result from the 
proposed event; 
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(3) The size of the event with respect to anticipated public participation or attendance; 

(4) The availability of alternate locations where the event may reasonably be located 
without creating the type or degree of potentially adverse effects it is anticipated would 
result at a site for which the special permit is requested; 

(5) That the granting of the special permit will not be contrary to the public health, safety 
and general welfare of the residents and establishments of the neighborhood and 
surrounding properties; 

(6) That the granting of the special permit is appropriate and compatible to the existing 
uses of the contiguous and surrounding properties; 

(7) That the granting of the special permit will not establish a precedent of or encourage 
more incompatible uses in the surrounding area; 

(8) That the applicant has demonstrated that enforcement of the provisions of this chapter 
would create an undue hardship on the applicant because of unique circumstances 
peculiar to the applicant; 

(9) That the applicant has demonstrated the effectiveness of sound attenuation methods 
and submitted methods that the applicant will employ to lessen the potentially adverse 
impact associated with the grant of a special permit, and 

(10) That the applicant has not violated the terms or conditions of any previously granted 
special permit. 

(c) The city manager shall grant or deny an application for a special permit within fifteen (15) 
days from the date of the filing of a fully complete application. An application may be denied 
if it is determined to be incomplete. If no ruling has been made, upon the expiration of the 

fifteenth day, or if the fifteenth day is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, upon the following 
working day, the application shall be deemed to be granted. 

(d) Grant of an application for a special permit. 

(1) If there are no grounds for requiring denial, the city manager shall grant the 
application for special permit and shall issue the special permit. 

(2) The special permit, if granted, shall state on its face the name and address(es) of the 
person or persons to whom it is granted, the expiration date, the location applicable to 
the special permit and any special conditions or requirements imposed thereby. The 
special permit may not be transferred to any other person or location. 

(e) Appeal. 

(1) An appeal of a decision of the city manager may be made by the applicant, in writing 
filed with the city auditor and clerk, within seven (7) days of the rendition of the 
decision, to the special master for a hearing de novo. A decision of the city manager 
shall be deemed to have been rendered on the date of a letter prepared by the city 
manager notifying the applicant of the decision of the city manager. 

(2) The special master assigned to hear the appeal shall conduct a hearing thereon within 
ten (10) days of the filing of the notice of appeal, and shall make a final administrative 
decision, based upon the limitations and criteria set forth in sections 20-6(a) and (b), 
within three (3) days thereafter. In addition, the special master shall consider the 
administrative rules, if any, adopted by the city manager pursuant to section 20-6(a). 

(3) The special master shall make findings of fact that the criteria set forth in section 20-6 
(b) have or have not been satisfied by the applicant for a special permit. 

(4) 
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In the event the special master grants the appeal, the special permit issued thereby 
shall be issued for a specified limited period of time and shall set forth such conditions 
or requirements as shall be deemed necessary by the special master to mitigate 
potential adverse effects upon neighboring properties and to otherwise ensure that the 

public health, safety and general welfare is protected. 

(5) Action taken by the special master to grant or deny the appeal shall be documented in 
a final order. The final order shall be filed with the city auditor and clerk. 

(6) An appeal of the decision of the special master may be made to the circuit court for 
the county, by filing a petition for writ of certiorari as provided for under the Florida 
Rules of Appellate Procedure. A decision of the special master shall be deemed to 
have been rendered on the date the final order is filed with the city auditor and clerk. 

(f) Any violation of any conditions imposed upon the granting of the special permit shall be 
deemed a violation of this chapter. 

(Ord No. 03-4416, § 1, 3-3-03) 

Sec. 20-7. Exemptions. 

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: 

(1) Sound made by a horn or other warning device required or permitted by F.S. 316.271; 

(2) Sound produced by a motorboat regulated pursuant to F.S. 327.65. 

(3) Air conditioners when functioning in accord with the manufacturer's specifications and 
with all manufacturers' mufflers and sound-reducing equipment in use and in proper 
operating condition; 

(4) Non-amplified crowd sounds resulting from otherwise lawful public gatherings; 

(5) Construction, drilling, repair, alteration, demolition, land clearing or landfilling 
operations between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on weekdays or between 

9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on weekends or holidays for which all required permits have 
been issued, provided that the equipment involved is operated in accord with the 
manufacturer's specifications and with all manufacturer's sound-reducing equipment 
in use and in proper operating condition; 

(6) Operation of any powered model vehicle between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on weekdays and 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekends or holidays in or within 

fifty (50) yards of any residential area, provided that the powered model vehicle 
involved is operated in accord with the manufacturer's specification and with all 
manufacturer's sound-reduction equipment in use and in proper operating condition; 

(7) Sound from any safety signal, warning device or emergency pressure relief valve for 
the purpose of alerting the public of an emergency or performance of emergency 
work. However, the testing of any such device shall be subject to the requirements of 

section 20-4(a)(2)i.; 

(8) Operation of any mechanically powered saw, fender, drill, grinder, lawn or garden tool, 
or similar tool between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on weekdays or 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 
p.m. on weekends and holidays provided that the equipment involved is operated in 
accord with the manUfacturer's specifications and with all manufacturer's sound
reducing equipment in use and in proper operating condition; 

(9) Sound resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle when responding to an 

emergency call or acting in time of an emergency; 
(10) 
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with a violation of this article and, upon conviction, shall be subject to prosecution 
under the provisions of section 20-9 

Violations of this chapter other than sections 20-4(a)(2)b. and 20-4(a)(2)j.: 

(1) Absent special circumstances, fifteen (15) minutes shall be presumed reasonable time 
to comply and cease any violation. 

(2) If the violation is not eliminated within a reasonable time after the warning as 
prescribed in this section or the violation recurs within ninety (90) days of the issuance 

of the warning, the person or persons so warned and not complying shall be charged 
with a violation of this article and, upon conviction, shall be subject to prosecution 
under the provisions of section 20-9 

(Oltl. No. 03-4416. § 1. 3-3-03: Old. No. 13-5052. § 4.3-18-13) 

Sec. 20-9. Violations; remedies. 

(a) Violations. 

(1) For violations of this chapter which involve noise emanating from a motor vehicle, 
specifically, section 20-4(a)(2)b. ("mechanical or electronic sound-making deVice or 
instruments within or upon motor vehicles") or section 20-4(a)(2)j. ("internal 

combustion engines"): 

a. First violation. The first violation is a civil infraction punishable by a fine of 
$250.00. The officer shall issue a citation to the violator. The violator is not 
subject to arrest or incarceration unless the violator willfully refuses to sign and 
accept the citation, as described in section 20-11 

b. Second violation. The second violation is a civil infraction punishable by a fine 
of $500.00. The officer shall issue a citation to the violator. The violator is not 

subject to arrest or incarceration unless the violator willfully refuses to sign and 
accept the citation, as described in section 20-11 

c. Third or subsequent violations. For third or subsequent violations, the 
punishment is as provided by section 1-11. An officer is authorized to arrest a 
violator or issue the violator a notice to appear at the officer's discretion. 

(2) For violations of this chapter which involve unreasonable sound other than described 
within sections 20-4(a)(2)b. and 20-4(a)(2)j., as provided in section 1-11 

(b) Additional remedies. No provision of this chapter shall be construed to impair any common 

law, or equitable or statutory cause of action, or other legal remedy of any person for injury 
or damage arising from any violation of this chapter. As an additional remedy, the operation 
or maintenance of any device, instrument, vehicle or machinery in violation of any provision 
hereof which causes discomfort or annoyance, or endangers the comfort, repose, health or 
peace of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities, shall be deemed and is declared to be 

a public nuisance and may be subject to competent jurisdiction for injunction, both temporary 
and permanent. 

(Orel. No. 03-4416, § 1, 3-3-03: Ord. No. 13-5052, § 5,3-18-13) 

Sec. 20-10. Proceedings and penalties for citations. 

(a) A person cited for a civil infraction may contest the citation in the county court. 

(b) In any contested hearing authorized pursuant to this section, a violation must be proven by 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 

(c) The maximum civil penalty for any infraction is five hundred dollars ($500.00). 
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Any aircraft operating in conformity with, or pursuant to, federal law, federal air 
regulations, and air traffic control instructions used pursuant to and within the duly 
adopted federal air regulations; 

(11) The normal operations of railroad trains; 

(12) Motor vehicles and vessels when functioning with all manufacturers' mufflers and 
noise-reducing equipment in use and in proper operating condition; 

(13) Sound resulting from emergency work; 

(14) Church bells and carillons; 

(15) Governmental agency or governmental agency contractor road construction 
equipment and related activities; 

(16) Amplified sound on property controlled by a governmental agency during 
governmental sponsored activities; 

(17) Common carrier stations, including but not limited to bus stations, commercial docks 
and airports; 

(18) Sound produced by activities in the fields, grounds or facilities of any sporting venue 
to which the public or community has access; 

(19) Sound made by children and adults on public or private schools and athletic grounds 
located thereon, during school curricular or extra-curricular activities; 

(20) Road festivals, parades, fireworks displays and special events for which an 
appropriate permit has been obtained from the city, in compliance with any conditions 
imposed by that permit and within the permitted area and any privately owned 
property located contiguous with any public right-of-way that is closed pursuant to a 
parade, road festival, or special event permit; 

(21) Festivals or events occurring on public parks or beaches which are permitted or 
approved by the city; 

The uses and activities exempted from this article shall be required to comply with the 
provisions of all other applicable ordinances of the city and laws of the state. 

(Orcl. No. 03·4416. § 1. 3-3·03; On/. No. 13-5052. § 3,3-18-13) 

Sec. 20-8. Warning and penalty. 

(a) When a law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that a violation of this chapter 
has occurred, he or she shall issue a warning to the person or persons responsible for the 
violation. The warning shall advise the person or persons of the violation of this chapter and 
specify a reasonable time to comply. 

(b) Violations of section 20-4(a)(2)b. ("mechanical or electronic sound-making device or 
instruments within or upon motor vehicles") or section 20-4(a)(2)j. ("internal combustion 
engines"): 

(1) Due to the transient and itinerant nature of violations involving unreasonable sound 
emanating from motor vehicles, when the violator is the driver, owner, or possessor of 
the motor vehicle and as such has immediate access to the sound-making device 
causing unreasonable sound in violation of this chapter, one (1) minute shall be 
presumed reasonable time to comply and cease any violation. 

(2) If the violation is not eliminated within a reasonable time after the warning as 
prescribed in this section or the violation recurs within one (1) year of the issuance of 
the warning, the person or persons so warned and not complying shall be charged 
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(d) If a person elects not to contest the citation in county court, the civil penalty shall be one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for a first or second offense. The violator shall pay the applicable 
civil penalty to the clerk of the county court within thirty (30) days after issuance of the 
citation. 

(e) If the violator elects to contest the citation, he/she shall request a hearing through the clerk 

of the county court within thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation. The clerk shall 
schedule a hearing in the county court and shall provide written notice of the hearing to the 
violator and the officer who issued the citation. 

(f) If, within thirty (30) days after issuance of the citation, the violator neither pays the civil 
penalty nor contests the citation, he/she shall be deemed to have waived his right to contest 
the citation and, in such case, the county court shall enter a judgment against the violator in 

the amount of the citation, plus court costs, recording fees, and all surcharges required by 
this section. 

(g) All civil fines and penalties shall be deposited into the city general fund. 
(Ord. No. 13-5052. § 6.3-18-13) 

Sec. 20-11. Refusal to sign and accept citation. 

Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an officer shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, pursuant to F.S. § 162.21 (6), punished as provided 
in F.S. §§ 775.082 and 775.083. 

(Ord. No. 13-5052. § 7,3-18-13) 

FOOTNOTE(S): 
--- (1) ---
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Editor's notf>-Ord. No. 03-4416, adopled Marcil 3,2003. amended Ihe Code!Jy repealing cil. 20. §§ 20-1-20-8. 
and adding a new ch. 20. The lonner sections pedained to noise conlrol and delived lrom Ord. No. 97-3994. § 1, 
adopled Aplil19, 1997; Ord. No. 97-4024 § 1, adopted December 15, 1997 and Onl. No. 99-4163, adopteel Apli117. 
2000. (Back) 
Cross referellcf>- Penalty. § 2-320; aircraft and airports, ch. 3; alall)) systems, ell. 4: !J8Ii(ing and howling (logs, § 
8-7; noisy fowl, § 8-44; heall/l and sanitation, ch. 17; pollution, e/l. 27; hawking, shouting, elc., from newsslands. § 
30-102: traftic anel motor vehicles, ch. 33. (Back) 

State Law referencf>- Molar vehicle noise, F.S. § 403.415. (Back) 
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