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OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR FOR CANONICAL AFFAIRS 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date: April 30, 2013 

To: The Most Reverend John C. Nienstedt  

From: Jennifer Haselberger  

Re: Resignation 

 
Archbishop, 

As you will recall, beginning with my Employee Self-Assessment of July of 2012, I identified several areas of grave 

concern to me. Specifically, I stated as the primary obstacle to accomplishing my job responsibilities: 

“I do not feel the canonical issues have been adequately addressed or adhered to in addressing issues of clerical 

sexual misconduct.  I have also encountered resistance regarding financial issues, and administrative issues 

regarding the creation of the computer database, which I do not feel was given proper priority.  In all of these 

matters, I feel that the institutional needs have been given priority over what ought to be done.  This is a source of 

frustration for me.” 

 

When I indicated my goals for the upcoming year, I stated: 

 

“To do the job that I was hired to do, within the moral, legal, and ethical framework of the Catholic Church, while at 

the same time complying with all of the civil laws of the United States and the State of Minnesota”.   

 

Finally, when asked what support I needed to accomplish these goals, I stated: 

“I need the support of the administration in adequately addressing the matters identified above and in upholding the 

proper canonical processes, especially regarding matters involving clergy and financial matters.” 

Between the submission of my Self-Assessment and December of 2012, rather than receiving the support that I 

requested, my working conditions deteriorated to the point that I wrote to you and brought these and other matters to 

your attention, including the extremely poor treatment I have been subjected to by Father Laird and the 

discriminatory treatment that I faced based on my gender. Within days of making that report to you, I was suspended 

by Father Laird. While I was reinstated to my position following the intervention of my attorney, to date the matter 

of my suspension has not been resolved, nor has my vacation time been restored, nor have any other matters that I 

identified as concerns been meaningfully addressed. 

In February 2013, when these concerns still had not been addressed, and after repeatedly requesting that the 

Archdiocese report the issues involving Father Jon Shelley to the civil authorities, to no avail, I made a report to the 

Saint Paul Police department regarding the possible possession of child pornography by Father  Shelley. I informed 

Father Laird that I had made the report on the same day. I did not receive the support of this organization in making 

this report.  

 




