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Flynn: Church must never forget pain sexual abuse victims suffer
Last Friday, Feb. 27, I was in Wash-

ington, D.C. That was the day on
which the John Jay College of Crim-

inal Justice was to release its report on
the nature and scope of the problem of

sexual abuse of
minors by Cath-
olic priests and
deacons in the
United States. 

On that same
day, the National
Review Board for
the Protection of
Children and
Young People
would release its
report entitled: “A
Report on the Cri-
sis in the Catholic
Church in the
United States.”

Indeed, this was
a very painful day
for the entire

church, for victims, for priests, for laity,
for religious and for bishops.

The report by the John Jay College of
Criminal Justice was a study of the sexu-
al abuse of minors by Catholic priests
and deacons and was authorized and
paid for by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, pursuant to the Char-
ter for the Protection of Children and
Young People adopted by the bishops at
their June 2002 meeting. 

The charter called for many responses
to victimization of minors within the
Catholic Church. Article 9 of the charter
provided for the creation of a lay body,
the National Review Board, which was
mandated (among other things) to com-
mission a descriptive study of the nature
and scope of the problem of child sexu-
al abuse in the Catholic Church.

Accordingly, the board approached
the John Jay College of Criminal Justice
to conduct such a study. The college
assembled an experienced team of re-
searchers with expertise in the areas of

forensic psychology, criminology and
human behavior and, working with the
board, formulated a methodology to ad-
dress the study mandate. 

Data collection commenced in March
2003 and ended in February 2004. The
information contained in the report was
based upon surveys provided by 195 dio-
ceses and eparchies of the United States
and its territories, representing 97 per-
cent of all diocesan priests in the United
States and 140 communities, represent-
ing 60 percent of religious communities
and 80 percent of all religious priests.

The second report released on Feb. 27
was a report based upon almost 100

interviews by members of the National
Review Board for the Protection of Chil-
dren and Young People. This report was
more contextual and had less to do with
percentages. 

In the summary of that report, the
review board stated that the overwhelm-
ing majority of priests serving the
church in the United States fulfilled their
roles honorably and chastely. According
to church records, there were credible
allegations that almost 4 percent of
priests in ministries over the last half-
century committed acts of sexual abuse
of minors. There appeared to have been
a significant surge in acts of abuse begin-
ning in the 1960s and continuing into
the mid 1980s. Even though the number
of incidents of sexual abuse of minors by
Catholic Church clergy was reported
over the last half century, still the results
were disturbing.

These two reports will need study and
reflection. I felt as though they were
excellent reports. The president of the
John Jay College of Criminal Justice stat-
ed that it was unprecedented for any
institution to examine itself so closely as
the church in the United States has with
these studies. It is my hope that other
institutions will follow suit. It is my
hope that what has been done so far
will, indeed, create a safe environment
for the young for years to come. 

However, we cannot and must not for-
get the pain that victims of sexual abuse
suffer no matter who perpetrates that
abuse. 

On the Web site for the Diocese of
Worcester, Mass., there is a beautiful

prayer. I hope that as a church it will be
our prayer and that we will always have
a sensitivity to those who have been vic-
timized.

God of endless love, ever caring, ever
strong, your only Son was delivered into the
hands of the wicked, yet healed us with the
blood of his cross.

May the gentle Jesus join to his own
suffering, the pains of those abused by
priests who have betrayed your love, and
servants of your church, whose sin has

brought us shame. 
May Christ hear the cries of those abused,

may he quell their restless fears with faith in
your protection, their doubt, with confidence
in your love, and all rage with trust in your
healing mercy.

Grant all shepherds of his church the
compassion to protect his lambs, the
strength to guide his flock, and the wisdom
to model their lives on Christ, the Good
Shepherd.

God of justice and compassion, protect all
children from abuse, and deliver us from
hate.

May we seek only justice and truth, and
trust in your unending mercy.

We ask this through the same Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Archdiocese responds to results of study
The findings from The John Jay Study on the “nature and scope of the problem of

the sexual abuse of minors by clergy in the Catholic Church in the United States,”
released [Feb. 27], represent a major advance in the committed drive to examine,
define and credibly report the true scope and damage of this terrible sin and betrayal.

An evil must be named and defined before it can be successfully confronted. This
study brings the bright light of transparency to this evil and its causes. Now all the pro-
visions of the U.S. Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young Adults,
adopted in 2002, can continue forward to redress, as much as that is possible, the
great damage and pain caused to victims and to face candidly and completely the orga-
nizational weaknesses that enabled this sorrow to occur. 

On Dec. 11, 2003, the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis released the results
of the local review of its sexual abuse complaints of minors by clergy, responding to
the John Jay study. Those results have been reported in the archdiocese’s Catholic
Spirit weekly newspaper and in the secular media and are also available on the arch-
diocese’s Web site: www.archspm.org. The review found that a total of 26 diocesan
priests have had credible allegations of sexual abuse involving minors over a 50 year
period, representing 2.2 percent of the total of 1,131 diocesan priests who had served
in the archdiocese during that 50 year period. If priests from religious orders and oth-
er dioceses who have served here during those 50 years are included in the total, then
seven more priests, or 33 in total, are known to have credible accusations of abuse of
minors. That represents 1.1 percent of the total 3,026 diocesan, religious and other
diocese priests who have served in the archdiocese over those 50 years.

‘COME,
LORD JESUS’

By Archbishop
Harry J. Flynn

STATEMENT

Local advocacy group calls John Jay study ‘a beginning’
Continued from page 1

learn that 4 percent of priests have been
accused of sexual abuse, the commis-
sioning of the studies by U.S. bishops
was “a very good corporate examination
of conscience.”

Also released on Feb. 27 was a separate
research study commissioned by the
board, carried out by the John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice in New York. It
assembled data on clergy sexual abuse in
the United States from 1950 to 2002.

One Twin Cities lay group that advo-
cates for victims of sex abuse in the

church called the John Jay study “a
beginning.” 

To continue the process of healing and
reconciliation, the church needs a “clear
and well-distributed” policy on sexual
abuse, ongoing audits of reports of
action taken toward victims and preven-
tion, and increased lay representation on
review boards, said Debby Reisinger,
spokesperson for Call to Accountability,
which is associated with Mary, Mother
of the Church in Burnsville.

“We know that the archdiocesan offi-
cials are sincere in what they want to
do,” she said, “but as we’ve seen based
on the studies, sometimes they’ve been
misguided or made poor decisions.”

An independent audit released in
December commended the archdiocese

for having focused on the problem of
clerical sexual abuse as early as 1988,
when it developed a policy for dealing
with priests accused of sexual abuse of
minors in 1988. The policy was revised
in 1992 and again in 1997, each time
drawing on a wide range of community
resources, Father Kevin McDonough,
vicar general, has said.

The archdiocese has had a full-time
victims advocacy coordinator since
1992. In that role, the archdiocese has
supported 96 victims of all ages — more
than half of them from outside the arch-
diocese — including some from other
religious denominations.

Reisinger said additional feedback
from the laity and other members of the
church community would help the bish-
ops make better decisions.

“The more perspectives you have
looking at any problem . . . the clearer
picture you get of it and the sooner mis-
takes, which all of us make, can be rec-
onciled rather than continued,” she said.

Reisinger and Call to Accountability
also would like to see church leaders
who allowed abuse to occur hold them-
selves accountable or be held account-
able for their actions.

“If there are dioceses where the bish-
ops were clearly negligent, then I think
the bishops should resign,” Reisinger
said. “We understand that bishops don’t
have authority over each other, but

there are ways . . . other than direct
authority to influence action.”

Cardinal Stafford, former president of
the Pontifical Council for the Laity

and currently head of the Vatican office
dealing with the sacrament of penance,
participated in several U.S.-Vatican
meetings on sex abuse in 2002 and was
one of four Vatican officials interviewed
by the review board in recent months.

He said the report speaks about the
need for greater accountability on the
part of bishops, something the bishops
had sensed when they set up the review
board in 2002.

Cardinal Stafford said that to improve
accountability in the future the estab-
lishment of a “committee of episcopal
peers” has been suggested in recent dis-
cussions. The committee would inter-
vene whenever questions arose about
the oversight of a given bishop. Other
Vatican sources confirmed that such a
proposal was being considered.

Cardinal Stafford said such a commit-
tee of bishops would be “more theologi-
cally and canonically regular than what
we have existing now.”

“It must be honest and courageous in
intervening when needed. That is a pri-
mary condition that both clergy and
laity are looking for,” he said.
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