
 
 
 
 

June 11, 2013 
 
Hon. Howard “Buck” McKeon   Hon. C.W. Bill Young 
Chairman      Chairman 
House Armed Services Committee   Defense Appropriations Subcommittee 
2120 Rayburn House Office Building  H-405 U.S. Capitol 
Washington, D.C.  20515    Washington, D.C.  20515  
 
Hon. Adam Smith     Hon. Peter J. Visclosky 
Ranking Member     Ranking Member 
House Armed Services Committee    Defense Appropriations Subcommittee 
2120 Rayburn House Office Building                        1016 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515    Washington, D.C.  20515  
   
 
Dear Chairman McKeon, Ranking Member Smith, Chairman Young and Ranking Member 
Visclosky: 
 

The Department of Defense’s proposed Omnibus Reprogramming Action (FY13-09PA), 
dated May 17, 2013, makes significant cuts to the tactical wheeled vehicle (TWV) industrial 
base.  We are concerned by the Department of Defense’s apparent deteriorating commitment to 
the many small businesses and large firms that comprise this base.  From fiscal year 2012 
through fiscal year 2014 and inclusive of the proposed reprogramming action, each President’s 
budget request for medium and heavy TWVs has been reduced by more than 30% on average 
from the previous fiscal year.  Allowing this industry to languish under a further 28.7% reduction 
in fiscal year 2013 funding will weaken the industrial base that enabled the design, testing, 
manufacturing, and delivery of critical lifesaving equipment, such as thousands of Mine-
Resistant Ambush-Protected (MRAP) Vehicles. 
 

We urge the committee to consider the long-term impact of allowing this unique 
manufacturing capability to atrophy and reject this reprogramming.  In response to the 2008 
financial crisis and the collapse of commercial outlets for specialty trucks and off-road vehicles, 
TWV suppliers and manufacturers have already lowered profit margins and cut overhead so they 
might continue to meet urgent operational requirements, such as eliminating contractor positions 
to save manufacturing jobs, curtailing executive compensation and leaving non-essential salaried 
positions vacant. 
 

With the downturn in defense budgets, each of these firms has obtained or is pursuing 
foreign military sales opportunities to offset these domestic reductions.  These sales have served 
as a viable risk mitigation option in past, but recently have seen several foreign militaries delay 
acquisition decisions in anticipation of low-cost or no-cost Excess Defense Articles (EDA) 
driven by each of the Services’ TWV divestment plans. 
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Collectively, these economic factors risk an accelerated contraction and consolidation of 

the TWV industrial base to the detriment of the taxpayer, recapitalization of TWV fleets, and 
future acquisitions.  It is our understanding that when examining just one of the Services’ 
requirements, many of its “replacement” medium and heavy TWVs are found to be reaching the 
middle of their service lives, often requiring immediate rebuilds upon their return home after the 
last decade of war.  As even more of these replacement vehicles pass the mid-point of their 
service life, we recommend that you carefully weigh the consequences of today’s budget 
decisions against the future cost of depreciated force readiness and a diminished TWV design 
and manufacturing capability. 
 

In light of these future requirements, the risk associated with current TWV divestment 
plans and the unparalleled capability that the TWV industrial base has developed to build 
MRAPs, we believe it is essential that the Congress protect appropriate policy to ensure the 
current industrial base will be ready to reset and manufacture the next generation of TWVs.  We 
respectfully request that you reject DOD’s request to reprogram any fiscal year 2013 funding for 
the Army’s Family of Medium and Heavy tactical wheeled vehicles.   
 

Thank you for your strong leadership on this critical industrial base issue. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
________________________  
Thomas E. Petri 
Member of Congress 
 
 

________________________ 
Reid Ribble 
Member of Congress 

________________________   ________________________ 
Jim Bridenstine     Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
 
________________________   ________________________ 
Ron Kind      Ed Pastor 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
________________________   ________________________ 
Tammy Duckworth     Andre Carson 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 


