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To: Senator Feinsteln 

From: Paul Dictos, CPA Fresno County- Assessor 

Subject: Drought Emergency 

As the Assessor of the richest agricultural county in the world, I more than anybody 

else am in a position to grasp the magnitude of the disaster that will be- and has 

already been- inflicted on this valley's Agriculture as a result of this drought... 

With the help of my friend, Tom Stefanopoulos of Stamoules Farms, I toured the vast 

farm area of the West Side of Fresno County and saw first-hand the destruction that 

has taken place. He showed me how much worse it will get If we don't have water this 
year. 

Farm Assessors have a saying: "Farmland without water is wasteland and 

wasteland does not register on our tax roll", in other words we dont or we 
cannot assess something of no value. 

The effect of the drought and the lack of assessments simply mean that: 

• TTiere will be less property tax collected and less tax money going to the schools 

fsixtv five percent of the taxes collected bv the entities are given ft ftg 

schools), If the Assessor doesnt bring the money to the schools then the 

Governor MUST fill the gap, i.e. he will have to borrow money to make up the 

difference. 

• This drought will force the farmers to lay off thousands of workers. Truth is most 

of them Illegal. These workers cannot get on our unemployment rolls. They will 

then become wards of the state. Crime will probably Increase. 

Hall of Records. Room 201 .' 2281 Tul&re Street / Presto. California 93721 / Phone (5S9) fiOO-6879.' FAX (5*9) 45J-4748 
P.O. Box 1146.' Fresno. CA 93713-1146 



• For every farm job lost we lose another 9 - Foreclosures will accelerate and 
homelessness will increase. 

• Cities will also feel the pinch. Some dtles are on the brink of bankruptcy. Our 

Fire Stations are stretched to the limit. The drought will exacerbate the fires and 

the fire station's budgets-getting less money from the Assessor will become the 
headache of the Governor 

For these and many more reasons-too many to list on this page-, as the Assessor of 

Fresno County and one that understands the disaster this drought will bring on the 

county's tax roll, I beg you Senator to do everything possible in your power to turn on 
the pumps and bring back to life our dying trees, keep our workers employed and the 
bellies of our children full. 

We are in danger of losing "living lmprovemqpt-*» that's what we call the trees. It takes 

seven years and $15,000 to develop one acre of pistachio trees. We have over 125,000 

acres of pistachio trees and thousands more of Almond and Walnut trees in the central 
valley. (We have estimates as high as 500,000 acres) I consider these trees a National 
Treasure- This valley produces 80% of the world's almond and walnut production and Is 
soon to become the world's number one producer of pistachios. This is truly a National 
Treasure and that is why they call us the Bread Basket of ttp wnrtH 

For the future of our children, help us keep our National 

Please dont lettbtmosfviiDable farm land on earth turn Into Wasteland. 

Dlctos, CPA 
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