
Dear Prime Minister,
 
Please accept this letter as formal notice of my decision to step down as Chair of the Security intelligence Review Committee.
 
I was appointed to the role at SIRC during a time of transition, and was pleased to be able to assist and lead that effort. The
organization has successfully assumed the new responsibilities given to it by Parliament, while building a strong team of full-time
staff to run the affairs day-to-day. Both SIRCs staff and Committee members are dedicated to giving Parliament an accurate
critique of CSISs operations, to ensure they operate in a manner consistent with their legislative mandate, the Charter, and
Ministerial direction. SIRC's annual reports to Parliament also contain recommendations to legislators and CSIS on how to ensure
ever-better protections for Canadians both of their security, and their legitimate rights and expectations.
 
Since the day of my appointment, (and even before) I have carefully ensured that PCO and the Ethics Commissioner's office have
always been aware of my activities, both as a volunteer in various organizations and in private business. Throughout the term of
my appointment, I have checked with these experts and have appreciated and followed their advice to me.
 
Without exception, and as clearly stated in the attached recent letter from the Conflict of Interest and Ethics Commissioner, they
have indicated that at all times I have been fully compliant with all relevant rules and regulations, and have affirmed that all of my
post-political activities were consistently appropriate and above board. Any recent criticism in this regard is entirely spurious and
unfounded.
 
Despite the fact that my compliance with all relevant rules and regulations has been clearly demonstrated, I retired from politics
three years ago and do not wish to be in the centre of the political fray. Nor do I want to be a distraction from the important work
SIRC does everyday in ensuring the security of Canadians. It is therefore with regret that I have concluded it is best for all
concerned that I step down as Chair of SIRC.
 
Thank you for the privilege of serving Parliament and our country. It has been an honour.
 
Sincerely,
Chuck Strahl


