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Date, 2010

Dear Friend:

Believe me, I know that when it comes to juggling work, raising kids and 
keeping up a home, it’s not always easy to stay up-to-date on state politics.

And in an important election year like this one I’m afraid, like it or not, that 
most of our information comes from 30 second sound bytes and slick campaign 
ads.

Well, if you’re anything like me, when Election Day rolls around, you’re 
still not quite sure about the character of the candidate you’re voting for.

That’s why I decided to write this letter.

My name is Nora Dirkx, and my husband, Dan Dirkx, is running for State 
House here in District 51.

Instead of an impersonal campaign poster or a radio ad introducing Dan, I 
hope, as his wife I can help you get to know him a little more personally.

Dan and I both grew up in Iowa -- he grew up in Breda and I grew up in 
Carroll.

My sister introduced me to Dan at church.  He was, frankly, the last thing I 
was looking for at the time.

Well, it didn’t take long for him to steal my heart, and just a short time later 
we were married.
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I still can’t believe that was 17 years ago!

During the course of our life together, we have been blessed with a 
wonderful, still-growing family.

In fact, we currently have one more blessing on the way!

Even before we were married, I knew Dan would be a great father, and I 
can tell you I couldn’t have asked for a better husband. 

Dan has always done everything he could to provide for us and make sure 
that I could stay home with our children.

He has always worked hard to instill in them the values of hard work, 
personal responsibility and love for God and country.

 It may seem simple, but those are the same values he has upheld in his own 
life -- even when times got tough.

And I can tell you, he has seen his share of challenges.

On one particular day our seven-year old was seriously injured in a farming 
accident, and had to be life-flighted to Des Moines.

 I was a mess and feared the worst. 

Dan brought us together as a family in prayer and, fortunately, Elijah only 
suffered a hair-line fracture and injured his kidney.

My husband was such a rock through the whole experience and encouraged 
us all to lean on God and each other, even in the worst of situations.

I know that if elected, Dan will carry out that same level of strength, 
leadership and godliness into his work as our State Representative.

Even now, no matter how hectic things get at work, he still makes serving 
others a priority -- and somehow still is able to put his family first.
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Whether it’s serving in many capacities at church, volunteering for the fire 
department or bringing our horses in for the local children to ride at the Auburn 
Harvest parties, Dan has always tried to serve our community anyway he can.

I truly believe it’s his strong faith in God that makes giving back to our 
community so important to him. 

Dan also understands how important it is that we have State 
Representatives who will get our budgeting problems under control so we don’t 
face massive tax increases.

You see, when taxes go up, it only means less money in the pockets of 
hardworking Iowans and less time families get to spend with each other.

He also understands just how important it is to stand up for traditional 
values, and he wants to make sure that every Iowan enjoys the same educational 
opportunities we had growing up.

I know that, if elected, Dan will truly be a State Representative every Iowan 
can be proud of. 

That’s why today I’m writing to ask for your help.

Won’t you join our family in voting for Dan Dirkx in the General Election 
on November 2?

I can tell you if you vote for Dan, you won’t be sorry you did.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Nora Dirkx


