
Spout Spring School 

 

The property now known as 1818 Eastland has a long association with one of the 19
th

 

Century county schools in the Eighteenth District (not a Nashville City School or an 

Edgefield School).  However, this association has only recently been uncovered, 

prompting research by the staff of the Metropolitan Historical Commission into whether 

or not the building now located at 1818 Eastland was indeed Spout Spring School. 

 

"Spout Spring Academy" was chartered in March 1867 by the Tennessee General 

Assembly, under the direction of Samuel Croft, A.M. Shipe, Gaines McMillan, J.M. 

Carter, and J.C. Strong.  However, no evidence of the construction or operation of "Spout 

Spring Academy" has been found. 

 

A school located on Vaughn Pike (now Eastland Avenue) in the Eighteenth District 

operated as early as 1891, under the principalship of Walter C. Anderson in 1891 and 

1892, then under John F. Simrall (also spelled Symral) in 1893.  In 1894, a listing for 

"Spout Spring School" appears in the City Directories for the first time, also on Vaughn 

Pike, with W.C. Anderson as principal.  Anderson is listed as principal of Spout Spring 

School until 1896, and in 1897, J.F. Simrall is listed as the principal.  Anderson would 

later go on to become the first superintendent of Davidson County Schools after the 

establishment of the Davidson County Board of Education in 1907.  Other principals of 

Spout Spring School included E.C. Stover in 1989, A.B. Armstrong from 1899-1900, and 

John T. Paris in 1901. Unlike the more detailed information given for Nashville city 

schools in the city directories, very little information about size of school or number of 

teachers in county schools is revealed in the city directories. 

 

In Tennessee, there was a state-wide movement for the construction of better schools 

throughout the Reconstruction period, and a manual for school construction was 

circulated throughout the state in the early 1870s.  Copies of early school plans, dating 

from c1870, show two or three small rooms (anterooms) across the front, with one or two 

larger rooms behind for classrooms.  Gable-front frame buildings with paired doors were 

a common pattern-book plan for both schools and churches built in the Victorian Era.  

School plan books of the period are notable for their "recycled house types adapted to the 

purposes of public education."  (Freeman, introduction.)  At least three school plan books 

were available during the 1870s and 1880s, and at least two show plans for relatively 

small schools with large basements and second-floor space.  These planbooks were not 

meant to have necessarily been followed to the letter, and state that interior spaces could 

be designed to meet the needs of the individual school.  (See C. Thurston Chase, A 

Manual on Schoolhouses and Cottages for the People of the South, 1868; Henry Barnard, 

Report on School Architecture, 1870; and Samuel F. Eveleth, School-house Architecture, 

1870.) 

 

Spout Spring School closed in 1909, the same year the General Education Act was passed 

in Tennessee, increasing funding for education and providing for state funding to 

establish schools and construct buildings, spurring more school construction.  Eastland 



School, constructed at the corner of Douglas and Chapel Avenues, replaced the need for 

the school at Spout Spring. 

 

The Spout Spring building apparently sat vacant for a few years.  In 1910, Vaughn Pike 

was renamed Eastland Avenue, and in 1910 and 1911, a vacant property is shown at 1826 

Eastland, next to Atticus Raymer, who resided at 1806 Eastland as early as 1908 (as 

shown on the Hopkins Map, next to Spout Spring District School).  The 1912 City 

Directory shows no listing directly past 1806 Eastland.  [Does this mean that the building 

was no longer there?  It is possible, just as it is possible that the listing was skipped in the 

directory.]    In the 1913 City Directory, R.M. Houston, a deputy county court clerk, is 

shown living at 1818 Eastland, and the property would remain in this family until the 

1970s.  City directories were typically issued in the early spring (usually March), 

meaning that the surveys would have been completed in the year previous, so Houston 

must have been living at 1818 Eastland sometime in 1912. 

 

According to the city directories, Robert Houston and his wife Parthenia lived at 1818 

Eastland from 1912 into the early 1920s, and his occupation is variously revealed as 

deputy county court clerk (1913), real estate (1914 and 1917), bookkeeper (1915), and by 

1918, farmer.  (No occupation was listed in the 1916 directory.) Also in 1918, for the first 

time, the city directory shows two families in residence, the Houstons and Mack Wiggers.  

Census research reveals that Mack Wiggers was married to the Houstons' daughter, 

Catherine (also spelled with a K in some directories).  In the 1920 Census, Robert 

Houston was a 46 year old white male, living with his 50 year old wife Parthenia, their 

son-in-law Mack Wiggers, age 28, daughter Katherine Wiggers, age 23, and 2 year old 

granddaughter Helen H. Wiggers. 

 

No city directories are available in the Nashville Room at the NPL between 1921 and 

1926, but the 1924 Nashville City Directory is available on-line, and shows Robert and 

Parthenia at 1818 Eastland (occupation farmer), and Mack and Katherine also at 1818 

Eastland.  In 1926, Mack and Katherine Wiggers are living at 1818 Eastland along with 

Ethel M. Brown.  Robert and Parthenia Houston are no longer listed in the Nashville City 

Directory.  Notably in the City Directories of the 1930s, the Wiggers evidently took in 

borders, as they and at least one apparently unrelated person are listed as residents of 

1818 Eastland.  Helen Wiggers inherited the property from her mother, Katherine H. 

Wiggers in 1962, with the stipulation that "North 1818 Eastland" should be used as a 

home for Mack Wiggers for his entire life.  Mack Wiggers died in 1964.  The property 

remained in the family until Helen Wiggers Tollison/Tolleson sold it to Anil Gupta in 

1978.  Helen Tollison/Tolleson died in 2003. 

 

Some Davidson County residents have written their memories of the school at Spout 

Spring, including Judge Litton Hickman, who stated his mother taught at the school, 

members of the Benson family, and Harry V.L. Gower, who stated "The only County 

school in the 18
th

 District of Davidson County, Tennessee in the early 1890s was Spout 

Spring School on Vaughn Pike (now Eastland Ave) at 1818.  To the east was the Jane 

Terrett home and country store.  The former school, since it closed, has been remodeled." 

(The Terrett home is shown on the Hopkins map next to the Spout Spring School.)  In a 



separate article, Mr. Gower states "The spring a school was named for was Spout Spring.  

It was located in a bluff on the south side of Vaughn Pike.  The school was built on the 

bluff.  It is now a residence after being remodeled near where Chapel Ave. enters 

Eastland Ave. now numbered 1818."  (emphasis added.  Hickman and Benson articles 

on file at Metro Archives; Gower articles on file at the Nashville Room.) 

 

The best proof for the case of the building at 1818 Eastland as the old Spout Spring 

School is the building itself.  Although it has been modified, most notably in the 1910s 

and 1920s, site visits by historic preservation professionals with the Metro Historical 

Commission and the Tennessee Historical Commission reveal a building which appears 

to have been built in the 1880s or early 1890s.  Interior and exterior detailing, including 

woodwork, baseboards, doors, and picture molding, are consistent with the architectural 

styles of the period.  The substantial limestone foundation demonstrates the school being 

built "in a bluff" as recalled by Gower, and shows the changes that the building has 

undergone; rear additions are compatible, yet obvious, and the foundation construction, 

although still limestone, is evident.  The form of the current structure at 1818 Eastland is 

very similar to c1908 photographs of the Lockeland School (see attached), built in 1898 

at the corner of Eighteenth and Lillian (razed 1966).  The exterior detailing in the gable is 

indicative of a building constructed in the Victorian period, certainly prior to 1900, and 

the paired front doors are a common feature on schoolhouses of the period.  Although 

some modifications have obviously been made, most of these are historic in their own 

right, having occurred in the first to middle half of the twentieth century, and reflecting 

the building's transition from school to residence to multi-family residence.  One 

architectural historian, John Crosby Freeman, notes that "Victorians tended to build their 

schools in the popular style of their time and place.  Since schools were such an integral 

part of the civic fabric of Victorian North America, their shapes and decoration declared 

this by being similar or identical to other contemporary civic structures."  Freeman 

concludes his article relating how new school regulations rendered many of these small 

Victorian-era schools obsolete, and how they eventually were "auctioned off for a song 

and a family transformed it into a house….[B]y reverting to domesticity, these Victorian 

school-houses have come full circle: from house prototype to school back to house."  

(Freeman, introduction.) Freeman very well could have been describing the transition 

experienced at Spout Spring.  As the only extant local example of a pre-1900 county 

school, and representative of the Better Schools movement begun during the 

Reconstruction period, and its ending date coinciding with the passage of the General 

Education Act, 1818 Eastland is representative of school construction both locally and at 

the state level.  It also provides a model in adaptive reuse, as it became a single-family 

and later multi-family residence throughout its historic period.  As such, 1818 Eastland is 

eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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