
McClatchy's questions for the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) about its 
push to classify polygraph information, and DIA's response.  
 
 
 
From McClatchy: 
 
1. Given the vast amount of information available online (including the 
government's own documents), why is it necessary to classify this 
information, which includes research that has remained unclassified in the 
past?  
 
2. How can adversaries use the information against U.S. interests? 
 
3. Does DIA already classify all countermeasure information as secret or 
top secret or some other classification? If so, why and under what 
provision of what policy or law? Please explain the current handling of this 
information by DIA. 
 
4. Given the fact that the polygraph academy (NCCA) operates under the 
direction of DIA, can DIA simply order it to classify this information? What 
agency would have the authority to make this decision? 
 
5. When NCCA was placed under DIA in 2008, what did that mean in 
terms of NCCA's operations, decision-making etc.? In other words, how 
does DIA interact with NCCA? Does it have final say over NCCA? 
6. Is there anything else that I need to know about this topic that would 
help me understand the effort to classify this information?  
 
From DIA: 
 
        NCCA has been under the operational control of DIA since 2008. 
 NCCA reports to (is part of) the DIA Office of Counterintelligence.  DIA is 
responsible for ensuring all its offices, programs, activities and personnel 
follow applicable laws, regulations, orders and policies on Information 
Security. 
 
        DoD Manual 5200.01, "DoD Information Security Program: Overview, 
Classification, and Declassification," dated February 24, 2012, implements 
Executive Order 13526, as well as other applicable laws, regulations, 
orders and policies and provides guidance on classification of information 
that requires protection in the interest of the national security. 
 



        DIA conducts its information security program in accordance with 
DoD Manual 5200.01 and applicable classification guides.  Original 
classification authorities make security classification determinations that 
apply to officers and employees of the United States Government, and its 
contractors, licensees, certificate holders, and grantees. 
 
        With regard to your specific questions about discussions concerning 
changes in classification about polygraph-related information, as a general 
matter we do not discuss internal deliberations, and according to the DoD 
Information Security Program Manual we cannot discuss security 
classification guidance.  Of note, public availability of information and 
enemy utilization are often factors in making classification determinations. 
 
        Pursuant to Executive Order 13526, information that is properly 
classified is available to personnel holding a security clearance and having 
a need to know. 
 
	  


