
Tampa Bay Times 2013 Candidate Questionnaire 
for St. Petersburg Mayor and City Council races 

 
 

1. Candidate Name: Rick Kriseman 

2. Office Seeking: Mayor 

3. Political Consultant: Cesar Fernandez, Campaign Manager. Fletcher Rowley, 

Media Consultant. Impact Campaigns, Mail Consultant 

4. Date of birth: 08.02.1962 

5. Personal E-mail: rickkriseman@gmail.com 

6. Personal Website: www.Kriseman.com  

7. Length of time in Pinellas County: 41 years 

8. Business E-mail: Rick@lgmlawgroup.com 

9. Business Website: www.lgmlawgroup.com 

10. Mother’s name: Doris 

11. Father’s name: Daniel 

12. Siblings: Nancy Kriseman 

13. Marital Status: Married 

14. Spouse’s name: Kerry 

15. Children’s names and ages: Jordan, 15, and Samuel, 10 

16. Education: B.S., Broadcasting, J.D., Stetson Univ. College of Law 

17. Professional history, please include current employment:  

Current employer - Lucas, Green & Magazine: 2011 - current 

Saunders & Walker, P.A.:  2007 - June 2011 

Law Office of Richard D. Kriseman, P.A.: 1993 - 2006 



18. Ever charged with a crime? If so, please give dates, location and disposition: No 

19. Ever been sued? If so, please explain. No 

 

20. How would you make city government more efficient? Name specific areas 
where you would propose reducing spending and areas where you’d protect 
or enhance spending. 

 
I would utilize technology to make our city not only more efficient but also transparent.  
One of the ways I am considering to improve efficiency, accountability, and transparency 
is through implementation of the Citistat program, which was initiated in Baltimore by 
then-Mayor Martin O'Malley, and has continued under the current mayor. As described 
on the Baltimore website - "CitiStat evaluates policies and procedures practiced by City 
departments for delivering all manners of urban services from criminal investigation to 
pothole repair. Staff analysts examine data and perform investigations in order to identify 
areas in need of improvement. City agencies are required to participate in a highly 
particularized presentation format designed to maximize accountability. " 
 
While I have not had an opportunity to study the inner workings of many of the city 
departments, one specific area I am interested in reviewing is Sanitation.  I have heard 
from several sources that efficiencies resulting in reduced spending could be found in the 
sanitation department.  I am also interested in looking at all positions within the City to 
determine whether the positions either need to be eliminated or someone new needs to be 
brought in for the position. I am also hopeful that if we handle the pier issue well, we can 
reduce or eliminate the $1 million+ yearly subsidy. 
 
As to those areas I would protect or enhance, public safety is government's number one 
obligation. As such, I will look at both Police and Fire, not only for areas where we can 
become more efficient but also to determine whether the resources needed to provide the 
level of service our residents expect and need is being met (that includes reviewing why 
we are spending so much on overtime).  
 
Additionally, I would like to restore funding to the Neighborhood Partnership Grants 
program, and would review codes to see if simply improving efficiency is sufficient to 
provide the type of code enforcement needed or whether we need to restore some or all of 
the 25% cut codes incurred several years ago. I also am very interested in funding for 
youth summer employment programs. 
 

21. Pinellas voters are expected to vote in November 2014 on raising the sales tax 
by 1 cent to pay for better bus service and a light rail system? Do you 
support the referendum and the proposed route into downtown? 
 

Yes and Yes.  Light rail and other modes of public transportation are vital to our 
municipal and regional success and moving us into the future.   



 
22. Do you support or oppose the ballot question that would cancel the contract 

for the new Pier, and why? If voters approve the ballot question and the 
contract is canceled, what should the city do next? 
 

I support the ballot question because I believe the future of the pier is too important for us 
not to get it right. However, it’s not my style to oppose something without offering a way 
forward. That’s why I was the first candidate to lay out a series of next steps should the 
contract be terminated.  
 
My goal would be for the designs to be reviewed, narrowed down, and sent to council by 
September of 2014. 
 
In short, I will: Get to work on November 6th on appointing a new task force (with 
cooperation from the current administration). Instruct the task force to complete their 
work within the first three months of my administration. Ensure that we have a final 
design in place within the first nine months of my administration, and work with the 
architect to have the new pier built by the end of 2015. 
 
It’s an ambitious, but necessary timeline. 

 
23. What more should the city be doing to address the homeless issue, 

particularly the homeless in Williams Park? Do you support the city’s 
commitment as a partner in Pinellas Hope? 

 
This is a challenging and complex issue for communities. I believe we’ve made some 
strides – including with Pinellas Safe Harbor, but there is much work to be done.  What I 
will not do as mayor is criminalize homelessness as such policies are not a solution to the 
problem and only consume valuable time and resources. Further, individuals with 
criminal records have a much harder time finding employment and housing.  
 
In addition to making sure law enforcement is collaborating with behavioral health and 
social service providers, I intend to focus on the core factors contributing to 
homelessness. While it may not pay immediate dividends, it’s the right thing to do and 
the only thing that will have a lasting impact. 
 

24. How do you assess the performance of the police department? Is the city 
generally safe? What would you change with regard to law enforcement? 

 
Our police officers do a fine job representing the City of St. Petersburg and keeping us 
safe. However, we can always be and feel safer. I would like us to return to a more 
traditional method of community policing, which emphasizes the relationship between 
the police officer and the neighborhood in an effort to promote trust and cooperation.  
Countless residents have told me they prefer this approach and so I’d like to make it 
work. 

 



I will also change the chase policy.  
 

Finally, with the likelihood of a new chief being hired at some point during my term and 
with a much-needed new police station on the horizon, an opportunity exists to rebrand 
our department in order to boost morale, and to rededicate our department to its three 
major tenets – Respect, Accountability, and Integrity. I really believe this is the ideal time 
to begin a new chapter for the St. Petersburg Police.   
 

25. What are the necessary strategies to continue to improve the economic and 
social health of the Midtown area? 

 
Education! A strong public education system fuels our economic engine and has a 
positive impact on public safety. That’s why the mayor and all municipal leaders must 
work with our schools to help our young people succeed. 

 
As a state representative, I passed legislation requiring the Department of Education to 
make service-learning curriculum available to our public schools. Integrating meaningful 
community service with instruction and reflection, service-learning enriches the learning 
experience, teaches civic responsibility, and strengthens communities. As mayor, I will 
work to have service-learning implemented in all of St. Petersburg’s public schools. 

 
I will continue and strengthen the Mayor’s Mentors & More program and seek out 
additional corporate partners to assist with volunteering, resources, and strategic 
planning. 

 
A return to community policing may also have a positive impact on Midtown. 

 
Finally, I want to create a sense of place in Midtown; from simple things like signage to 
doing a better job of promoting the culture, history, and flavor of the area.  
 

26. How would you build on the city’s neighborhood revitalization efforts, 
particularly in an era of limited city resources? 

 
I believe this is one area where we not only have lost our forward momentum, but we 
have slipped backward.  When I was first elected to City Council, the city had a high 
ranking city administrator (Deputy Mayor) whose sole focus was on improving our 
neighborhoods, it had a grants program which encouraged neighborhoods to apply for 
grants to beautify their neighborhood while matching the grant with sweat equity 
(bringing residents together for a common purpose), and a department which stood alone 
at trying to encourage the creation of new associations and facilitated the continued 
existence of already created associations.  None of these things is happened or effectively 
occurring today.  I also believe these things can be accomplished within the city’s 
existing resources. 

 
 



27. What would be your approach to the Rays owners’ interest in a new 
stadium? Would you vote to allow the Rays to study potential stadium sites 
in both Pinellas and Hillsborough counties for a limited time in return for 
some compensation for the city? 
 

Since the arrival of the St. Louis Browns in 1914, professional baseball has been woven 
into the fabric of St. Petersburg. It’s a part of our identity.  St. Petersburg and its residents 
have invested much time, energy, and money into the Tampa Bay Rays. The African-
American Community, and particularly residents of the Gas Plant Neighborhood, made 
great sacrifices to make way for Tropicana Field.  My preference is for the team to 
remain in St. Pete and to thrive here. If that proves to be unrealistic - if the Rays simply 
do not want to be here any longer - then they should be given the opportunity to pay an 
exploratory fee in order to look at other locations, provided those locations are in the 
Tampa Bay area. 

 
Throughout the negotiating process, I will ensure that our taxpayers are protected. While 
a sense of regionalism is important, especially in tough economic times, my primary duty 
will be to the residents of St. Petersburg. 
 

28. Name three policies pushed by Mayor Bill Foster during his administration 
that you support and would advocate continuing. Name three others that you 
would want to change. 
 

I will continue to support domestic partner benefits for city employees. I will continue to 
support the efforts at curbside recycling but go beyond the half-measures and make it 
mandatory. And I will embrace the opportunities for accessibility that the mayor has 
created through Breakfast with the Mayor and Mayor’s Night Out. 
 
I will change the police department’s chase policy. I will utilize red light cameras at the 
most dangerous intersections for the purposes of public safety, not revenue. I will engage 
the Tampa Bay Rays in discussion and not wait until 2027.  
 

29. What should be the city council’s role versus the role of the mayor? 
 
First, for the sake of our community, the relationship between the mayor and city council 
should be professional and cordial with a shared focus on moving the city forward. While 
we had our occasional bumps in the road, the city council’s relationship with Mayor Rick 
Baker was productive. We put the interests of St. Petersburg ahead of our interests or the 
interests of political parties.  
 
I will not be a ninth council member when I am mayor, nor do I intend to routinely sit on 
the dais. I want our city council to have room to work and utilize staff without 
interference. They have a degree of independence that should be respected.  
 



As mayor, I will have an agenda and I will work vigorously to get buy-in from the 
members of council. In return, I will entertain and accept all ideas from them that move 
us forward.  


