
Questioning how the Randolph
County Board of Commissioners could
spend so much money in legal fees to
investigate and remove a black school
board chairman while neglecting
monies owed to the IRS. A veteran
community activist is asking the
Georgia Bureau of Investigation and
several other agencies to look into pos-
sible misconduct by the board.

Last year, the Internal Revenue
Service placed a lien on the county for
failing to send in payroll taxes. The
total amount of taxes due with interest
and penalty was more than $880,000,
according to Elijah Hodge, the Cuthbert
activist.

What did the county Attorney
Tommy Coleman of Albany, GA do to
drain the finances of such a small coun-
ty, says Mr. Hodge.  The costly losing
battle to oust school board chairman
Henry Cook was devastating to the

county's budget, says Sumter County
NAACP former president Dr. John
Marshall.

Hodge sent a letter to the GBI and
other investigating agencies, dated
April 26, requesting the investigation.

"I have attended most of the commis-
sioners meetings and they always vote
to pay bills. To me, this means that the
Chairman Evans Simmons knew about
the lack of payment, Hodge said.  "It
seems strange that when Blacks are in
charge of a governmental entity, those
agencies are investigated at the drop of
a hat, but a white controlled agency
such as the county commissioners, is
very difficult to investigate them."

In March of 2010, an effort to recall
Henry Cook from his position as
Chairman of the Board of Education of
the Randolph County School District
got underway after a judge in the
Superior Court of Randolph County
decided there was sufficient probable
cause to allow recall supporters to go

Allegations by the area
NAACP that the Sumter
County School System
selects valedictorians
based on race has result-
ed in monitoring of the
school's valedictorian
policies by the U.S.
Department of
Education's Office of
Civil Rights (OCR).

The Americus-Sumter
County Branch of the
National Association for

the Advancement of
Colored People
(NAACP) had filed a
complaint with the office
contending that Raven
Harris, a black student at
Americus-Sumter High,
had been given lower
grades during the 2008-
09 school year to ensure
a white student could be
selected as valedictorian -
and added that during the
eight previous years only
one black student had
been chosen for the title.

The complaint also
stated that qualified black
students were not being
permitted to apply for the
Robert C. Byrd Honors
Scholarship.

In the OCR investiga-
tion of violations to Title
VI of the Civil Rights
Acts of 1964, which pro-
hibits discrimination, the
school district agreed to
resolve the issue and
avoid further sanctions,
according to a written
response the office sent

the NAACP branch,
dated April 21, 2011.

But the OCR did issue
an order for the system to
revise its policies and be
open to monitoring on
how it chose its valedic-
torians.  

"We knew there was
something wrong on how
they were choosing vale-
dictorians, because black
students were being
passed over every year,"
said Matt Wright, presi-
dent of the Americus

branch.
Harris, now a student

at Cornell University,
said she applauded the
OCR decision, even if
many of my fellow stu-
dents fell victim to this
racist act.

"If they found just
cause to monitor the situ-
ation, there must have
been something which
drew a red flag," Harris
said.

Harris' mother added
said she felt her daughter

had been discriminated
against in the selection of
valedictorian - a student
who had never been in
trouble.

"She spent three years
at the top of her class,
and was chosen as saluta-
torian," said Mrs. Harris.
"I knew something wasn't
right."

The NAACP also com-
plained that Justin Mann,
Reginald Solomon and
Deana Ross had been

Valedictorian Scandal

The legitimate presi-
dent of the Albany-
Dougherty County
NAACP has fired off a
letter blasting the
NAACP Georgia State
Conference and
President Edward
Dubose along with the
national NAACP offi-
cials on what he con-
tends was a bogus elec-
tion to replace him and
other former members of
the branch.

Citing issues concern-
ing late and partial pay-
ment of dues, the nation-
al and state NAACP
attempted to remove
President William
Wright and other branch
officials in 2010 and
tried to elect new leaders
but did not have enough
members to pull it off on
April 9.

In a copy of the letter
sent to the Americus-
Sumter Observer and
other media, dated April
2011 and titled
"Commentary on Recent
NAACP Bogus
Election," Wright said he
wanted to provide addi-
tional clarity on the sev-
eral acts by the national
and state offices against
the Albany branch. 

Wright, his other offi-
cers of the branch and
their lawyer Maurice
Luther King contend that
the state NAACP violat-
ed the civil-rights orga-

nization's own by-laws
by attempting to remove
the members - and it was
also illegal under the
Constitution of the
United States.

"The bogus election
was another desperate
attempt to make a parade
of events by Ed Dubose
appears to be okay. Keep
in mind that such acts
are contrary to the
NAACP constitution as
well as the Constitution
of the United States,"
Wright stated in the let-
ter.

Wright stated that in
light of the fight the
branch has made against
racial discrimination in
the Albany area, which
such acts committed
against the legally elect-
ed officers of the branch,
is just as bad. 

" … such acts as com-
mitted against the legally

elected officers is just as
terrible as the most egre-
gious form of discrimi-
nation that one can
imagine," he said.

Wright also alleges he
and other legitimate
members were supposed
to be removed without
any hearing, trial or any
such due process, citing
the NAACP by-laws
require the national
office to begin the
process of a hearing
panel in 60 days. He
added after 240 days,
they still haven't heard
from the national office.

"At the same time, the
NAACP National Office
remains silent and looks
the other way by allow-
ing the GA NAACP led
by Edward Dubose to
openly abuse and misuse
authority by creating
confusion, mistrust and
distrust among our
Albany community," he
stated.

The attempted ousters
were sparked by con-
tention over the way the
branch under the
William Wright adminis-
tration collected dues.
Wright said in a previous
interview with the media
that the way the national
office and the state
NAACP wanted them to
collect dues was unfair.
He noted at the time that
branches were being
asked to pay fees based
on black population of
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By Amy Goodman,
Truthdig.com

On May 1, the U.S. president
addressed the nation, announc-
ing a military victory. May 1,
2003, that is, when President
George W. Bush, in his form-fit-
ting flight suit, strode onto the
deck of the aircraft carrier USS
Lincoln. Under the banner
announcing “Mission
Accomplished,” he declared that
“major combat operations in
Iraq have ended.”

That was eight years to the
day before President Barack
Obama, without flight suit or
swagger, made the surprise
announcement that Osama bin
Laden had been killed in a U.S.
military operation (in a wealthy
suburb of Pakistan, notably, not
Afghanistan).

The U.S. war in Afghanistan
has become the longest war in
U.S. history. News outlets now
summarily report that “The
Taliban have begun their annual
spring offensive,” as if it were
the release of a spring line of

clothes. The fact is, this season
has all the markings of the most
violent of the war, or as the
brave reporter Anand Gopal told
me Tuesday from Kabul: “Every
year has been more violent than
the year before that, so it’s just
continuing that trend. And I sus-
pect the same to be said for the
summer. It will likely be the
most violent summer since
2001.”

Let’s go back to that fateful
year. Just after the Sept. 11
attacks, Congress voted to grant
President Bush war authoriza-
tion. The resolution passed the
Senate 98-0, and passed the
House 420-1. The sole vote
against the invasion of
Afghanistan was cast by
California Congresswoman
Barbara Lee. Her floor speech in
opposition to House Joint
Resolution 64 that Sept. 14
should be required reading:

“I rise today with a heavy
heart, one that is filled with sor-
row for the families and loved
ones who were killed and

injured in New York, Virginia
and Pennsylvania. ... Sept. 11
changed the world. Our deepest
fears now haunt us. Yet I am
convinced that military action
will not prevent further acts of
international terrorism against
the United States. ... We must
not rush to judgment. Far too
many innocent people have
already died. Our country is in
mourning. If we rush to launch a
counterattack, we run too great a
risk that women, children and
other noncombatants will be
caught in the crossfire. ... As a
member of the clergy so elo-
quently said, ‘As we act, let us
not become the evil that we
deplore.’ ”

Ten years after her coura-
geous speech, Lee, whose anti-
war stance is increasingly
becoming the new normal,
wants a repeal of that war reso-
lution:

“That resolution was a blank
check. ... It was not targeted
toward al-Qaida or any country.
It said the president is author-

ized to use force against any
nation, organization or individ-
ual he or she deems responsible
or connected to 9/11. It wasn’t a
declaration of war, yet we’ve
been in the longest war in
American history now, 10 years,
and it’s open-ended.”

Lee acknowledges that
Obama “did commit to begin a
significant withdrawal in July.”
But what does troop withdrawal
mean with the presence of mili-
tary contractors in war? Right
now, the 100,000 contractors
(called “mercenaries” by many)
outnumber U.S. troops deployed
in Afghanistan.

Gopal says, “The U.S. is real-
ly a fundamental force for insta-
bility in Afghanistan ... allying
with local actors — warlords,
commanders, government offi-
cials — who’ve really been cre-
ating a nightmare for Afghans,
especially in the countryside,
[and with] the night raids,
breaking into people’s homes,

If you asked people last week
what was weighing heavily on
the president's mind, many
would have guessed jobs, the
economy, our budget deficit,
Libya or perhaps even unneces-
sary distractions like Donald
Trump and the birthers. But vir-
tually no one would have imag-
ined that our Commander-in-
Chief was dealing with the very
real potential of finally bringing
the most wanted man to justice.
Calling the shots on an extreme-
ly dangerous and complex mis-
sion, President Obama effective-
ly delivered on a campaign
promise this past weekend. But
now that Bin Laden is in fact
dead, it's time we begin pump-
ing life into forgotten
Americans.

Let me first say that it is

impossible to underscore the
president's achievements here.
After nearly 10 years on the run
since the horrific 9/11
attacks, Osama Bin
Laden was finally
forced out of hiding
and the families of
thousands of victims
of terrorist attacks
here in the U.S. and
around the world
received a bit of clo-
sure on painful
wounds. We should
unanimously com-
mend the President on this
tremendous feat, and for keep-
ing his word to the American
people. Even in the face of
unwarranted personal attacks
and unnecessary diversions, he
was able to make the appropri-

ate calls and lead us through
what was perhaps the most per-
ilous mission ever. 

Following Sunday's
developments, people
have been questioning
our future in
Afghanistan and the
region at large. As the
administration and
national security offi-
cials have stressed,
the danger of Al
Qaeda and terrorist
threats is still unfortu-
nately very real and

the death of Bin Laden will not
instantaneously eliminate that
threat. But what this successful
mission also proves is that the
network of terror is slowly los-
ing its tight grip, and we there-
fore should ultimately begin

changing our presence in
Afghanistan and recommit those
resources here at home. After a
reasonable period of caution, we
should start troop withdrawal
and initiate the process of bring-
ing home the men and women
that so bravely fight -- often
times on multiple tours -- in this
volatile area. And we should
trust that the President plans on
doing just that.

We're undeniably living in an
extremely precarious time. Not
only is national security on a
global level an ongoing issue,
but our national security as a
commanding country is just as
much at stake. When Americans
are still suffering from a stag-
nant economy, a lack of afford-
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The AmericUSumter Observer  chronicles the social, politi-
cal, economic and cultural realities of the Black community,
locally, regionally, nationally and internationally.
The AmericUSumter Observer  distributes news that is
truthful, relevant, educational, and motivating to our entire
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Accomplish the Mission: Bring the Troops Home

Now That Bin Laden Is Dead, Let's
Pump Life Into Forgotten Americans 

WHITE TEACHERS STOLE
CLASS VALEDICTORIAN
HONORS FROM SENIORS
Americus High School Counselor Mary
Urda Implicated in Several Graduations

EDITEDITORIALORIAL

Since 2003, White teachers and school officials have sys-
tematically cheated the top-academic Black graduating sen-
iors their class valedictorian honor.  The U.S. Department
of Education, Civil Rights Division, has launched an inves-
tigation of the Sumter County School System's
Valedictorian/Salutatorian (V/S) policy. The V/S policy is
bias and written to favor White senior honor students. Matt
Wright, President of the local NAACP, filed a complaint
with the Civil Rights Divisions on behalf of Raven Harris,
the 2009 salutatorian who attends Cornell University.

Raven is the daughter of Mike and Ruby Harris of
Americus, GA.  Those faculty members involved were:
Mary Urda, Deborah Howell, Coleman Price, all White
teachers, and the former Black Americus/Sumter County
High principal, Ronald Gadson. They all conspired to make
a white student, Ethan Ryan to be named the valedictorian.
Raven Harris had the superior grades.  While Raven is
studying at Cornell University Ithaca, N.Y. The White stu-
dent is attending Faulkner University, Montgomery,
Alabama.

The Sumter County School System has agreed to revise
the policy by May 15, 2011, and by June 30, 2011, the revi-
sions must be published.  The US Department of Education
will monitor the changes to ensure compliance.  Because of
the federal monies received from the Federal Financial
Assistance (FFA), Sumter County School System cannot
discriminate in its policies on the basis of race, color, or
national origin.

By August 19, 2011, the school system must train its
administrators, counselors, teachers, staff, and any individu-
als involved in identifying their school's V/S. These school
personnel will also be trained to discuss the V/S process.
And they will provide notice to faculty and staff as well as
parents and students in grades 8 through 12 of the valedic-
torian/salutatorian criterion.

In the past eight years, only one Black graduate was
selected class valedictorian, Wright informed the Observer.
Several Black students with top-academic grades were
denied the top honor but selected as the class salutatorian,
Wright's research showed. The V/S policy allows White
teachers and other school officials, who are predominately
White, select the class valedictorian.  "White teachers,
counselors, and other individuals involved in the selection
process of students of students applying for a Robert C.
Byrd Honors Scholarship often don't inform high-academic
ranking Black students that they can apply.

Black parents are outraged to learn that such a policy
existed and that White teachers have robbed their children
of their rightful hard-earned academic achievement. And

SEE GROOVE l 9B

SEE REPEAL l 9B

SEE TEACHERS l 6A
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Washington Post
It wasn’t torture that revealed

Osama bin Laden’s hiding place.
Finding and killing the world’s
most-wanted terrorist took years
of patient intelligence-gathering
and dogged detective work, plus
a little luck.

Once again, it appears, we’re
supposed to be having a
“debate” about torture — excuse
me, I mean the “enhanced inter-
rogation techniques,” including
waterboarding, that were author-
ized and practiced during the
Bush administration. In fact,
there’s nothing debatable about
torture. It’s wrong, it’s illegal,
and there’s no way to prove that
the evidence it yields could not
be obtained through convention-
al methods.

President Obama ended these
practices. Torture remained a
stain on our national honor, but
one that was beginning to fade
— until details of the hunt for
bin Laden began to emerge.

According to widespread
reports, the first important clue
in the long chain leading to bin
Laden’s lair came in 2004 from
a Pakistani-born detainee named
Hassan Ghul, who was held in

one of the CIA’s secret “black
site” prisons and subjected to
coercive interrogation. Ghul was
not waterboarded but may have
been offered other items on the
menu, including sleep
deprivation, exposure
to extreme tempera-
tures and being placed
in painful “stress posi-
tions” for hours at a
time.

Ghul reportedly dis-
closed the nom de
guerre of an al-Qaeda
courier — Abu Ahmed
al-Kuwaiti — who
appeared to have access
to the terrorist organization’s
inner circle. The CIA was able
to deduce that Ghul was refer-
ring to a man they had heard of
before, a trusted aide who might
know where bin Laden was hid-
ing.

Two of the highest-ranking al-
Qaeda leaders who were taken
into U.S. custody — operations
chief Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed, who was water-
boarded repeatedly, and Abu
Faraj al-Libi, who was not
waterboarded but was subjected
to other harsh interrogation tech-

niques — pointedly declined to
talk about al-Kuwaiti. Ghul,
however, described al-Kuwaiti
as a close associate and protege
of both Mohammed and al-Libi.

CIA analysts believed
they might be on the
right track.

It was, of course,
just one of many
tracks that might have
led to bin Laden. This
and other trails went
hot and cold until last
summer, when al-
Kuwaiti made a
phone call to someone
being monitored by

U.S. intelligence, who then
watched his movements until he
led them in August to the com-
pound in Abbottabad, Pakistan,
where bin Laden was cornered
and killed. 

Torture apologists are saying,
“See, it worked.” But the truth is
that there’s no proof — and not
even any legitimate evidence —
that torture cracked the case.

It’s true, apparently, that Ghul
opened up to interrogators after
being roughed up in some fash-
ion. It’s not clear that he was
ever subjected to techniques that

amount to torture, but let’s
assume he was. The question is
whether such treatment was nec-
essary to get Ghul to talk.

And there’s no way to prove it
was. Many experienced inter-
rogators believe that torture is
counterproductive — that it pro-
duces so much unreliable infor-
mation that it’s hard to tell
what’s true and what’s not.
These experts believe that non-
coercive techniques are far more
effective because when the sub-
ject does begin to talk, more
truth than falsehood comes out.

Torture apologists often con-
coct hypothetical “ticking
bomb” scenarios to validate
coercion, including the infliction
of pain. But this was a real-
world scenario of slowly collect-
ing names, dates, addresses,
phone numbers and other dis-
connected bits of information,
over seven years, before finally
being able to put them all
together. 

Would al-Kuwaiti’s name and
role have been extracted any-
way, from Ghul or some other
detainee, without coercive inter-
rogation? If the two al-Qaeda

By Robert Reich, Robert
Reich's Blog

Exxon-Mobil's first quar-
ter earnings of $10.7 billion
are up 69 percent from last
year. That's the most profit
the company has
earned since the
third quarter of
2008 - perhaps not
coincidentally,
around the time
when gas prices
last reached the
lofty $4 a gallon.

This gusher is
an embarrassment
for an industry
seeking to keep its
$4 billion annual
tax subsidy from the U.S.
government, at a time when
we're cutting social pro-
grams to reduce the budget
deficit.

It's specially embarrassing
when Americans are paying
through their noses at the
pump.

Exxon-Mobil's Vice
President asks that we look
past the "inevitable head-
lines" and remember the
company's investments in
renewable energy.

What investments, exact-
ly? Last time I looked
Exxon-Mobil was devoting
a smaller percentage of its
earnings to renewables than
most other oil companies,
including the errant BP.

In point of fact, no oil
company is investing much
in renewables - precisely
because they've got such
money gusher going from
oil. Those other oil compa-
nies also had a banner first
quarter, compounding the
industry's embarrassment
about its $4 billion a year
welfare check.

American Petroleum
Industry CEO Jack Gerard
claims the gusher is due to
the "growing strength in our
economy."

Baloney. If you hadn't
noticed already, this is one
of the most anemic recover-
ies on record. $4-a-gallon
gas is itself slowing the
economy's growth, since
most consumers are left with
less money to spend on
everything else.

Gerard then claims the
giant earnings "reflect the
size necessary for
[American] companies to be
globally competitive with
national oil companies"
around the world.

Let's get real. The crude
oil market is global. Oil
companies sell all over the
world. The price of crude is
established by global supply
and demand. In this context,
American "competitiveness"
is meaningless.

Republicans who have
been defending oil's tax sub-
sidy are also finding them-
selves in an awkward posi-
tion. John Boehner tem-
porarily sounded as if he
was backing off - until the
right-wing-nuts in the GOP
began fulminating that the
elimination of any special
tax windfall is to their minds
a tax increase (which means,

in effect ,the GOP must now
support all tax-subsidized
corporate welfare).

Boehner is now trying to
pivot off the flip-flop by
reverting to the trusty old

"drill, drill, drill"
for opening more
of country to oil
drilling and
exploration. "If
we began to
allow more per-
mits for oil and
gas production, it
would send a sig-
nal to the market
that America's
serious about

moving toward
energy independence," he
says.

This argument is as non-
sensical now as it was when
we last faced $4-a-gallon
gas. To repeat: It's a global
oil market. Even if 3 million
additional barrels a day
could be extruded from
lands and seabeds of the
United States (the most opti-
mistic figure, after all explo-
ration is done), that sum is
tiny compared to 86 million
barrels now produced
around the world. In other
words, even under the best
circumstances, the price to
American consumers would
hardly budge.

Whatever impact such
drilling might have would
occur far in the future any-
way. Oil isn't just waiting
there to be pumped out of
the earth. Exploration takes
time. Erecting drilling
equipment takes time.
Getting the oil out takes
time. Turning crude into
various oil products takes
time. According the federal
energy agency, if we open-
ing drilling where drilling is
now banned, there'd be no
significant impact on
domestic crude and natural
gas production for a decade
or more.

Oil companies already
hold a significant number of
leases on federal lands and
offshore seabeds where they
are now allowed to drill, and
which they have not yet
fully explored. Why would
they seek more drilling
rights? Because ownership
of these parcels will pump
up their balance sheets even
if no oil is actually pumped.

Last but by no means
least, as we've painfully
learned, the environmental
risks from such drilling are
significant.

Let's not fool ourselves -
or be fooled. There's no rea-
son to continue to give giant
oil companies a $4 billion a
year tax windfall. Nor any
reason to expand drilling on
federal lands or on our
seashores.

But there are strong rea-
sons to invest in renewable
energy - even in a time of
budget austerity. Use the $4
billion this way. And why
stop there? Why not a wind-
fall profits tax to the oil
companies, to be used for
renewable energy?

“4. We want our people in
America whose parents or
grandparents were descendents
from slaves, to be allowed to
establish a separate state or terri-
tory of their own—either on this
continent or elsewhere. We
believe that our former slave
masters are obligated to provide
such land and that the area must
be fertile and minerally rich. We
believe that our former slave
masters are obligated to main-
tain and supply our needs in this
separate territory for the next 20
to 25 years—until we are able to
produce and supply our needs.

Since we cannot get along
with them in peace and equality,
after giving them 400 years of
our sweat and blood and receiv-
ing in return some of the worst

treatment human beings have
ever experienced, we believe our
contributions to this land and the
suffering forced upon us by
White America, justifies our
demand for complete separation
in a state or territory of our
own.” (from “The Muslim
Program: What The Muslims
Want,” back page of The Final
Call )

This declaration for true
“reparations” has been a central
part of the program of the
Nation of Islam for now over 80
years. The term reparations
means: 1. The act or process of
repairing and 2. The act or
process of making amends; expi-
ation. Most people know about
the past and continued cruel
treatment of Black people in

America by Whites and their
unjust political and economic
systems. This treatment, during
and after slavery, cannot be
denied and reparations to repair
the damage done to Black peo-
ple are justified. However, when
one repairs an object, one
intends to use that object again;
therefore, separation must come
with reparations so that White
folk cannot continue to abuse
Black people.

On the other hand, Blacks
have been given the impression
by the so-called Jews that they
are our friends and are different
from other Whites, and that we
should continue to fight for inte-
gration instead of separation.
However, revelations presented
in The Secret Relationship

Between Blacks and Jews,
Volume 2 (TSRv2) destroys
such a false impression of
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The Restoration Church of Americus
1213 Douglas Circle 
Americus, GA 31709

George Fitzgerald Edge, Pastor

Annual  Women�’s  Day  
May 29, 2011 

10:00 a.m.
“Women Empowered to Serve”

Luke 1:45

Guess Speaker:
Dr. Thomasyne Petty Faulkner
Chosen Messenger Ministries

Detroit, Michigan

Shiver’s Lumber Company
has been serving the Americus
area for over a century, since
1900. The Shiver family con-
tinues to support the communi-
ty by generous donations and
service to local organizations.
Recently, Shiver’s Lumber
contributed supplies worth in
excess of $1000 to Sumter
County Elementary School to
assist them in their campus
beautification efforts. “The
commitment of the Shivers to
help us meet the needs of our
students is exceptional,” said
Mrs. Lezley Anderson,
Assistant Principal. “We hope
the community will use
Shiver’s Lumber Company to
help them with projects at
home. The Shivers have affect-
ed our students in such a posi-
tive way, we will surely sup-
port them through our personal
purchases. Among other proj-
ects the school was able to
complete using supplies donat-
ed by Shiver’s Lumber
Company, Sumter County
Elementary School team mem-

bers were able to sand, stain
and seal their picnic tables,
paint the school fence, clean
the parking lot signs, paint the
sign posts, and use buckets
donated to complete interior
beautification projects. Mrs.
Anderson, along with Mrs.
Sharron Marcus, Principal, and
Dr. Renee’ Mays, Assistant
Principal, wish to express sin-

cere appreciation to their com-
munity partner, Shiver’s
Lumber Company, on behalf of
the students, faculty, and stake-
holders of Sumter County
Elementary School. Not only
do the Shivers donate materials
and supplies, Mrs. Carol
Shiver has been a faithful men-
tor to students of the school for
multiple years. 
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Marcus Girard Helping
shape young minds

By Becky Crissman The
Cordele Dispatch  

Vienna — Marcus Girard has
dedicated his entire adult life to
helping youth, particularly
young men get on the right
track to making good life choic-
es.

Also known as “Brother
Marcus,” Girard is the head
motivational speaker and train-
er for Youth Intervention
Services of Atlanta, a company
he developed in 1994.

“Throughout the years I have
worked with many diverse
groups of youth,” said Girard.
“From ‘at risk’ to the most elite,
and they all just want someone
to talk to.”

Girard says that many young
people do not understand that
you have to learn something
about the mind to be able to use
it. He tries to impress upon
youth, he says, that no one per-
son’s mind is better than the
next. It is a matter of how that
individual chooses to use his
mind.

“One of the biggest issues
with youth today is that they do
not think about tomorrow,” he
says. “They only believe in
what they can see right now.

“I want them to understand
the pros and cons of what they
are doing and the long-term
consequences. My philosophy
is  a man who fails to plan,
plans to fail.

“I want young people to plan
for their life and make the type
of choices that will impact their
future in a positive way.”

One of the ways Girard does
this is through one of many out-
reach programs through the
Youth Intervention Services.

Among those programs is
Brother’s Keeper, a male lead-
ership development program
Girard is currently teaching at
Dooly County Middle and High
Schools once a week.

“The students came up with
the name,” he said. “The pur-

pose of Brother’s Keeper is to
emphasize three key points:
staying in school, staying out of
trouble, and improving grades.

“We also touch on many
other topics that young men
deal with on a daily basis such
as abstinence, gangs, drugs,
goal setting and proper groom-
ing.

“We also discuss the impor-
tance of understanding what is
happening to them as they grow
from boys to men.”

Girard says he also works
with the young men on their
reading skills and breaking
down words so that they under-
stand what they are reading and
how to comprehend it.

The class is really effective,
he says, because he is a man
and he is teaching young men.
He wants them to know that
there are people out there who
are disgusted with the way they
talk and act in public and the
fact that they have no respect
for anything that was here
before them.

“I want them to take more
pride in themselves and show
more respect for their commu-
nity,” he said.

“Young people today are cen-
tered on keeping it real and that
is what I try to do. These pro-
grams give them an opportunity
to talk and re-evaluate what’s
important in life and examine
the personal direction they have
chosen.”

He believes that programs
like Brother’s Keeper are criti-
cally important because young
people just gravitate to them.
He believes this is because the
programs offer learning in a
non-threatening, laid back envi-
ronment, and the words are
coming from someone who has
been in their same position.

Girard himself grew up in a
high risk, hard core inner city
area of Brooklyn, NY. As one of
seven children, he lost many
friends throughout his adoles-

cence to drugs, gangs, guns, and
violence.

Even as a youngster, he says
it was his desire to one day find
a way to help people overcome
the difficulties many face in
their everyday lives.

He escaped from the life and
now it is his purpose in life to
help other young people do the
same, he says.

“ I am grateful to be here in
Dooly County,” Girard said.
“This program is a partnership
between the Dooly Board of
Education and the Youth
Intervention Services.

“Dooly Superintendent Dr.
Grady Miles and the members
of the board of education have a
vision for the young people in
Dooly Schools. If not for that
vision, I would not be here.

“I am also grateful to the
principals at each school for
allowing me into their schools
and for their support of the pro-
gram.”

Girard will continue with
classes at DCMS and DCHS
each Friday until the end of the
school year.

He is a graduate of
Morehouse College, and he and
his wife Cecelia have six chil-
dren.

Girard has developed several
curriculums and programs
including a statewide manhood
and fatherhood training pro-
gram. He conducts workshops
on marriage and family rela-
tionships and parent empower-
ment.

He also coordinated the
Southwest Georgia Teen father-
hood program and has worked
with teen mothers.

He has recorded motivational
CD’s and is an author and
Internet based talk show host.

For more information on
Girard and the Youth
Intervention Services go online
to www.marcusgirard.com.

WASHINGTON – Rep. Sanford D. Bishop,
Jr. (GA-02) released the following statement
today after President Barack Obama announced
that American forces killed Osama Bin Laden
Pakistan.

“We all remember where we were on
September 11th when Al Qaeda attacked our
country, but today we have finally brought
the mastermind of those terrorist attacks to
justice.  I congratulate President Obama, our
military and the intelligence community for
conducting a successful mission to kill Osama
Bin Laden in Pakistan.  While this is a great
moment in the war on terror, the threat from
those who wish to harm our country will con-
tinue, and we must remain vigilant."

Rep. Bishop Statement on
Death of Osama Bin Laden

Marcus Girard(far left) stands with his male leadership group Brother’s Keeper at Dooly
County High School. Pictured with them is Willie Williams(far right), behaviorial specialist for

Adasha Hale
State Finalist in the National
American Miss 2011 Georgia

Junior Teen Pageant

Remira Carter
State Finalist in the National
American Miss 2011 Georgia

Princess Pageant

National American Miss Finalists

Shiver’s Lumber Company
Makes Generous Donation

Shown in the photo wearing shirts supporting the Keep SCES
Beautiful campaign are the administrators with fourth grade
teacher Mrs. Tess Shiver, wife of Mr. Wade Shiver, and his
father Mr. Johnny Shiver.

Staff Reports



Mr. Richard Edgar Hall,
Jr. was born in Sumter
County, Georgia on August 5,
1940 to the parentage of the
late Mr. Richard Edgar Hall
and the late Mrs. Gertrude
Hall. He received his educa-
tion in the public schools of
Sumter County. He was mar-
ried to the former Seberina
Miller.

In addition to his wife, Mrs.
Seberina Miller Hall, Miami
Gardens, FL, he leaves to
mourn his passing, one son,
Mr. William (Gale) Brandy,
Elkton, FL; four daughters,
Ms. Tammy Hall and fiance'
Joshua Witcher, Americus,
GA, Ms. Pamela Health, Ma.
Marion Jackson, Jacksonville,
FL and Ms. Shelly Lawson,
Palatka, FL; one sister, Ms.
Marilyn Hall, Jacksonville,
FL; a host of grandchildren
including, Frankie Lawson,
Detwon Brown, Valerie
Lawson, Shinice Holtz,
Yaquehia Smith, Essence
Felder, Heavnly Smith,
Akkadain Smith, Shavon and
Javon Laswon; and a host
nieces, including a devoted
niece, Mrs.  Cynthia (Dallas)
Thorpe, nephews, cousins
other relatives and friends also
survive.

Master Trayvion Jakalib
Henry was born in Sumter
County, Georgia on February
26, 2009 to the parents of Mr.
Derrick Henry and Ms.
Shantail Hooks. On Monday,
April 11, 2011, God embraced
him in His arms and enfolded
him in his love at Phoebe
Sumter Medical Center of
Americus, Georgia. A precious
one from us gone, a voice we
loved is still, a place is vacant
in our hearts that never can be
filled. He is preceded in death
by his grandfather, Willie J.
Hooks and his great grandpar-
ents, Simmie L. FLoyd, Sally
Mae Hooks and Tommie &
Joe Henry.

In addition to his mother,
Ms. Shantail Hooks & friend
Adrian Shelton, Americus,
GA; his father, Mr. Derrick
Henry, Plains, GA, he also
leaves to cherish his memo-
ries, four siblings, JaQuavious
Hooks, Americus, GA,
Dericka Henry, JaQuavious
Henry, Plains, GA and Shabria
Henry, Leesburg, GA; his
grandparents, Ms. Geneva
Mable, Americus, GA, Mr.
Lawrence Marshall, Plains,
GA and Mrs. Shirley (Charles)
Baker, Oak Park, MI; his great
grandmother, Mrs. Hazel
(Johnnie) Carter, Americus,
GA; six aunts, Ms. Chinque
Hooks, Mrs. Antionette
(Tyrone) Sneed, Mrs. Sylvia
(Gregory) Brown, Desoto,
GA, Ms. Dominque Hooks,
Ms. Jennifer Hooks,
Americus, GA and Ms. Niya
Butts, Tucson, AZ; four
uncles, Mr. Jermiah (Bernette)
Butts, Americus, GA, Mr.

Willie J. Hooks, JR., Mr.
Travis (Kenyada) Hooks,
Desoto, GA and Mr. Mandrell
Perryman, Greenville, GA;
sixteen aunts & uncles; his
god-parents, Mrs. Sonya
(Stan) Black, Ms. Bree
Langford and Ms. Zelda King;
a host of devoted caregivers,
Ms. Patricia Smith, Ms.
Deatric Smith, Ms. Kathisa
Macon, Mr. Richard Dupree,
Ms. Sarah Green, Ms.
Stephanie Blanchard, Mrs.
Sharon (Thomas) Angrish,
Pediatric Health Care of
Forsyth, GA, Children Health
Care of Atlanta, GA and
Macon Medical Center of
Macon, GA also survive.

Mrs. Martha Woods
Wilson was born in April 23,
1925 in Sumter County to the
parentage of the late Mr. Jessie
Woods, and the late Mrs. Mary
Mathis Woods. She was edu-
cated in the public schools of
Sumter County. She was a
dedicated member of the
Bethlehem Baptist Church,
where she sang in the choir for
29 years and also was past
Assistant Secretary for the
church. Mrs. Wilson was
employed and retired from
Magnolia Manor as a Nursing
Assistant. She was married to
the late Mr. Freddie Wilson.
She is also preceded in death
by her siblings, Jessie Woods,
Geneva Woods, Thomas
Woods, Dock Woods, Almeta
Hicks, Mary Bell Cliatt and
Ozie Dean Germany.

She leaves to mourn her
passing three sisters, Ms.
Lizzie Mae Sims, Americus,
GA,  Ms. Flora Bell Patillo,
Plains, GA and Mrs. Jessie
Mae Robinson, New York,
NY; and a host of nieces and
nephews to include Mrs. Ruby
& Mr. Johnny Little and Mrs.
Daisy Hurley, cousin other rel-
atives and friends also survive.

Mr. David Lee Williams
was born in Sumter County,
Georgia on January 10, 1956
to the parentage of the late Mr.
Thomas Edward Williams and
Mrs. Bertha Lee Angry
Williams.  He received his
education in the public schools
of Sumter County graduating
in the class of 1974. He also
attended Darton College and
Troy State University. At an
early age, he joined the
Greater Cedar Springs Baptist
Church. He worked with the
city of Dawson for 23 years
until his health failed. He is
preceded in death by a daugh-
ter, Mrs. Shanbretta Williams
Johnson.

He leaves to cherish his
memories, his lovely wife of
32 years, Mrs. Rochelle Grier
Williams, Dawson, GA; three
daughters, Mrs. Taiwan (John)
Lewis, Ms. Bisceglia Williams
and her friend, Mr. Anthony
Williams and Ms. Kimberly
Williams, Dawson, GA; his

mother, Mrs. Bertha Lee
Williams, Smithville, GA; six
brothers, Mr. Thomas
(Lovenia) Williams,
Havelock, NC, Mr. Eugene
Hicks, Americus, GA, Mr.
Ernest Sims, Miami, FL, Mr.
Edward Bernard Williams, Mr.
Johnny Sims and Mr. Eduardo
(Juliet) Williams; two sisters,
Mrs. Elizabeth (Eugene)
Angry, Smithville, GA and
Mrs. Sharon (Oziel) Holmes;
six grandchildren, John
Jordan, Kendallyn Johnson,
Jacobie Jordan, Amiya
Williams, Kamryn Johnson
and Akira Williams; two
brothers-in-law, Mr. Charlie
Grier, New Jersey and Mr.
Danny Grier, Dawson, GA;
two sisters-in-law, Ms. Louise
Christmas, Atlanta, GA and
Ms. Annie (Willie) Walton,
Dawson, GA; his god-mother
& aunt, Ms. Florine Tyler; his
other aunts & uncles, Ms.
Authry Mae Sims, Mrs. Queen
(Adam) Holley, Ms. Annie
Rose May, Plains, GA, Ms.
Letha Dean McCoy and
friend, Mr. Walter Jackson,
Ms. Mary L. Lundy,
Americus, GA, Ms. Magnolia
Angry, Las Vegas, NV, Mr.
Eugene (Elizabeth) Angry, Mr.
William (Dorothy) Angry, Ms.
Mary Walton, Smithville, GA,
Mr. Leonard (Mary) Angry,
Preston, GA and Ms. Frances
brown, Jacksonville, FL, and a
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins other relatives and
friends also survive.

Ms. Sharon Laverne
Brown Green, age 55,
Americus, Georgia passed
April 23, 2011.

Funeral service was con-
ducted 11:00 a.m., Thursday,
April 28, 2011 at Bethesda
Baptist Church, Forrest Street,
Americus, Georgia.  Interment
followed in Staley Memorial
Gardens, Corner of Mayo
Street and Southerfield Road,
Americus, Georgia.

She was born January 24,
1956 to Ethel Shannon Brown
and the late William B. Brown
in Dawson, Terrell County,
Georgia.  She was a 1976
graduate of Americus High
School.   In 1980, she received
her Cosmetology Degree from
South Georgia Technical
School.  Sharon was the owner
of High Chic Beauty Salon
and a beauty consultant with
Mary Kay.

She was married to Jimmy
Green and to this union three
daughters were born.

Survivors are three daugh-
ters, Keisa Green Mansfield
(Michael), Albany, Georgia,
Krystal Green (James),
Powder Springs, Georgia and
Kristen Green Evans (Greg),
Americus, Georgia; 4 grand-
children, Haley, Justin, Jordan
and Jeremy; mother, Ethel
Shannon Brown, Americus,
Georgia; 4 siblings, Donald E.
Brown, Lorenza J.  Brown
(Phyllis), Alicia B. Harvey
(Frank) and Timothy J.
Brown; a host of nieces,
nephews, aunts,  uncle, other
relatives, including several
devoted cousins, Jimmy
Williams (Barbara), Marie
Walker (Bill), Ethel Finch,
Carolyn Tell (Ernest), Vincent
Rogers, Johnny Rogers,
George Rogers and friends.

Mr. James D. Lockhart,
age 64, Americus, Georgia
passed Friday, April 29, 2011
at the Magnolia Manor
Nursing Home, 2001 South
Lee St., Americus, Georgia.

Funeral service was con-
ducted 11:00 AM Saturday,
May 7, 2011 at the New St.
Paul Baptist Church, Packing
House Rd., Americus,
Georgia. Interment followed
in the Old Corinth Baptist
Church Cemetery, Sam Small
Rd., Americus, Georgia.

James was born August 23,
1946 in Americus, Sumter
County, Georgia to the late
Andrew Lockhart and Edna
Mae Brooks Lockhart. He was
educated in the public school
system of Sumter County. He
was preceded in death four
siblings, Willie Arthur
Lockhart, James Brooks, Julia
Harper and Ethel Lockhart. He
was a member of the New St.
Paul Baptist Church where he
was a member of the choir.

Survivors include: eleven
siblings, Ola Baisden, Ella
Ree Green, Leonard Lockhart,
Edward Lockhart (Evanell),
Sammie Lockhart (Melonie),
Betty Jean Crudup, Annie
Ruth TaylorRobert Lockhart,
Charlie Lockhart (Linda),
Andrew Lockhart (Margie
Wilbon) and Vernon Lockhart
(Mary) all of Americus,
Georgia; brother-in-law,
Johnny Harper, Americus,
Georgia; and a host of beloved
nieces, nephews, aunts,
uncles, other relatives and
friends.

Mrs. Theresa Wilhelmina
Burleigh White entered into
rest on Tuesday, April 26,
2011, in Augusta Gardens
Nursing Facility. She was the
wife of the late Mr. Graham H.
White. Being reared and nur-
tured in a Christian home, she
was active and involved in all
aspects of Christian activities.
Theresa graduated from
Morris Brown College and
received a Masters degree
from Atlanta University
School of Social Work. Mrs.
White's professional career
included employment by The
National Field Staff of Girl
Scouts of the U.S.A., New
York, New York and the
Council of Community
Services, Chicago, ILL.. She
was a member of The Top
Ladies of Distinction and
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.
She leaves to mourn her loss, a
loving and devoted sister, Mrs.
Gwendolyn K. Butler,
Americus, GA.; nephews,
Chambliss R. Wiggins,
Dublin, Ga., William R.
Mahone, Craig R. Wilson,
Macon, Ga.; devoted great
niece, Gwenkeisha Wiggins,
Americus, Ga., extended fami-
ly, Mr.&Mrs. Richard
Holland, Ms. Jan Lewis, Mrs.
Charotte Watkins, and the
Belle Terrance Presbyterian
Church family. Funeral servic-

es will be 2:00pm, Thursday,
April 28, 2011, at Belle
Terrance Presbyterian Church,
2454 Golden Camp Road,
with Reverend Melvin Lowry,
officiating. Interment will fol-
low in Cedar Grove Cemetery.
Mrs. White may be viewed
today (Wednesday), April 27,
2011, from 3 to 6:00pm at
Kinsey & Walton Funeral
Home, 3618 Peach Orchard
Road, Augusta. (706) 790-
8858 Sign the guestbook at
AugustaChronicle.com The
Augusta Chronicle-April 27,
2011.

Mr. Simmie L. Floyd, age
80, 176 Railroad Street,
Desoto, Georgia passed April
1, 2011 at the Phoebe Sumter
Hospital, Americus, Georgia.

Funeral service was con-
ducted 11:00 A.M., Saturday,
April 9, 2011 at Oak Grove
Baptist Church, Huntington
Road, Americus, Georgia.
Burial followed in the New
Corinth Baptist Church
Cemetery, Hooks Mill Road,
Americus, Georgia.

Mr. Simmie L. Floyd was
born August 21, 1930 in
Sumter County Georgia to the
late Tom Floyd and Mattie
Folks McKenzie. He was edu-
cated in the public school sys-
tem of Sumter County. He was
a member of the Oak Grove
Baptist Church and he retired
from Cordele Live Stock after
30 years of dedicated service.

Survivors are five children,
Joyce Greene, Desoto,
Georgia, Shirley Johnson,
New York City, New York,
Maurice Roundtree (Charlsee)
Cordele, Georgia, Arthur
Hayes (CeCe) Clearwater,
Florida, Johnny B. Williams,
Cordele, Georgia; several
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, three siblings,
Rosa McKenzie, Mamie
McCray (Howard), Jessie
McKenzie (Lucy) all of
Desoto, Georgia, one sister-in-
law Annie McKenzie, Desoto,
Georgia, two aunts, Amy
McGarrah, Americus,
Georgia, Maude Brown,
Jersey City, New Jersey and a
host of nieces, nephews other
relatives and friends.

Mr. Elmer J. Lowe, age 64,
East, Montezuma, Georgia
passed Wednesday, April 20,
2011 at Charlie Norwood VA
Medical Center, Augusta,
Georgia.

Funeral service was con-
ducted 11:00 a.m., Monday,
April 25, 2011 at Shade
Arnold Baptist Church,
Georgia Highway 26 East,
Montezuma, Georgia.
Interment followed at 1:00
p.m. at Andersonville National
Cemetery, Cemetery Rd.,
Andersonville, Georgia.

Elmer J. Lowe was born
October 21, 1946 to Mrs.
Elene Adams Lowe and the
late John Lowe, Sr. in
Montezuma, Macon County,
Georgia.  At an early age, he

joined Shade Arnold Baptist
Church.  He was educated in
the public school system of
Macon County.  He was a
1964 graduate of D. F.
Douglass High School.  After
graduating from high school,
he enlisted into the United
States Air Force on  August
13, 1964.  During his time in
the Air Force he received the
National Defense Service
Medal and the Air Force Good
Conduct Medal. On October
17, 1968, he was honorably
discharged.  

After serving his country, he
moved to Hartford,
Connecticut in 1968. He was a
hard worker.  He sought to
help and encourage all who
needed such.  He was always
busy, and ever alert to find
something to do, or a word to
encourage.  After retiring in
2008 as a Furniture
Assembler, he moved back to
Georgia to be close to his
immediate family.

Left to cherish his memories
are a beloved mother, Mrs.
Elene Adams Lowe,
Montezuma, Georgia; three
sons, Gary Felder (Ketena),
Perry, Georgia, Mickey Lowe,
Oglethorpe, Georgia and
Detrick Whitaker, Unadilla,
Georgia; a daughter, Sonja
Jenkins, Atlanta, Georgia; four
loving grandchildren, Garrick
Cosby, Statesboro, Georgia,
Marqui Felder, Atlanta,
Georgia, Kenya Jenkins,
Americus, Georgia and Kayla
Felder, Perry, Georgia; three
brothers, John Lowe, Jr.
(Betty), Montezuma, Georgia,
Billy Lowe (Lela), Atlanta,
Georgia and Larry Lowe
(LaVerne), Warner Robins,
Georgia; two uncles, Jessie
Adams (Doris), Perry, Georgia
and Willie Westbury, Jr.,
Montezuma, Georgia; three
aunts, Dorothy Jean Williams,
Montezuma, Georgia, Rose
Mitchell, Hartford,
Connecticut and Louise Lowe,
Perry, Georgia; a host of
beloved nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends,
including a devoted friend,
Gladys Felder, Henderson,
Georgia.

Thanks to
the Funeral
Homes of:
Oglethorpe

Funeral
Chapel, Inc.,

Barnum
Funeral

Home, Inc.,
West

Mortuary,
Inc., and  J.W.

Williams
Funeral

Home, Inc.,
for submitting
the obituaries
of your loved
ones to the

AmericUSumt
er Observer
Newspaper.
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passed over as valedictorian
during their senior years dur-
ing several previous gradua-
tions - although all of them
were selected as salutatorian.

Dr. Cleveland Mann, an area
dentist and Justin's father, said
with the principal being black,
he initially found it hard to
believe that his son had been
discriminated against.

"I just assumed everything
was on the up and up," he said.

However, Mann did add that
discrimination in the school
system has always been some-
thing he's been concerned
about.

Dr. Mann said he was part of
a number of students who boy-
cotted the school system as a

high school student over racial
discrimination.

"The system has a long his-
tory of discriminatory prac-
tices," he said. 

Beulah Ross has a daughter,
Deana, who was also selected
as salutatorian. She applauded
the U.S. Department of
Education's decision and
released the following state-
ment:

"All students should be
informed about all available
opportunities [scholarships,
grants] for students competing
academically. There should be
a monitoring system to ensure
that our students are not vic-
tims of bias in the selection of
valedictorian and salutatorian.

It is highly ethical that the
Office of Civil Rights is imple-
menting a monitoring system
in the Sumter County School
District. I make by comments

as an educator and as a parent
based on what we experienced
with our daughter.

God has blessed our daugh-
ters in their endeavors."

The Observer spoke with Dr.
Deana Ross, an Emory
University graduate and an
internist in private practice in
Atlanta, GA.  She says it is
good the NAACP is investigat-
ing the valedictorian situation.
As a student, she says she did-
n't realize that so much was
going on behind the scenes.

Reginald Solomon, a
Harvard University graduate
and Yale University faculty
member said the valedictorian
issue did not bother him.
Obviously, he has achieved
greatly in spite of not making
valedictorian, says his father
Elbert Solomon, owner of I
Care Products and Services.  

SCANDAL
CONTINUED FROM 1A

ahead with their recall effort of
Cook. 

According to Ballot Pedia's
Website, recall supporters
accused Cook of abusing his
power by not allowing other
members to put items on meet-
ing agendas and disregarding
majority votes. 

NAACP of Randolph
County alleged the accusations
against Cook, a black, were
discriminatory.

In the mean time, the IRS
placed a lien on the county for
failing to send in payroll taxes.
The total amount of taxes due
with interest and penalty is
$887,000.00.

According to Hodges' letter,
from January 2005 through
December 2010, the commis-
sioners did not send social
security and federal withhold-
ing taxes to the IRS and have
used the money for day-to-day
operations.

"During this same time peri-
od, the county has paid their
attorney, Tommy Coleman
about $300,000 to $400,000
(in) a failed attempt to remove
Henry Cook, who is Black,
(from) his position on the
school board," Hodges stated.

Bobby Jenkins, former
Randolph County School
Superintendent, said during an
interview that he was surprised
when he heard the amount the
commissioners owed the IRS
and the amount attorney
Coleman received." 

"When they are paying an
attorney to get rid of Cook
instead of paying the IRS, you
know something is wrong,"
Jenkins said.

Hodges said when he asked
the Pataula District Attorney,
Craig Ernest, to investigate -
he was told that unless they
could prove that a crime
occurred there was nothing he
could do.

Jenkins said he hopes the
GBA could determine how it
happened as well look into
finances of the county. Jenkins
said he wasn't sure how long
the GBA would take to deter-
mine if it would investigate.
He did add the same letter was
sent to a number of other agen-
cies including the State
Revenue Commissioner, U.S.
Department of Justice, Office

BROKE
CONTINUED FROM 1A

cities where they were located
as opposed to membership in
the branches. 

He said that only one per-
cent of Albany population was
members of the NAACP. He
said the GA NAACP wants
members of the branch to pay
five cents for every black per-
son in the branch's county. 

"It's not right that the
Albany branch should have to
pay the same fees as the
Atlanta, DeKalb and some of
the other larger state branch-
es,"  he said.

Wright and other legitimate
Albany members have spoken

with pride that they are still
very active in the community
- and still meet in their
NAACP building. The new
illegitimate group has another
office. Wright spoke in April
at an Albany-Dougherty Inner
City Authority meeting, say-
ing the downtown wasn't rep-
resenting the city's demo-
graphics.

Matt Wright, Americus-
Sumter NAACP president,
and no relations to the
William Wright, said it was a
shame Albany now basically
has two NAACP organizations
- the recently illegally elected
one and the well-established
group of legitimate members
under William Wright.

He said "it shouldn't have
come to this" and Edward

Dubose, President of the GA
NAACP should have worked
sooner to resolve the problem
before he took the situation to
the White media.

"I think they have failed us
as a whole, because they
haven't addressed the assess-
ment issue and there has not
been any hearing or due
process," Wright said.

Matt Wright's branch is still
involved in supporting
William Wright and the legiti-
mate members, but added
with attorney Maurice King
working on their behalf, the
Americus branch condemns
the unfair practices of the
Edward Dubose administra-
tion in the NAACP State
Conference of Branches.

NAACP
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Blessings are in order for
Eden Mitchell and Rory
Edge. They shall become

united in marriage June 4,
2011 at Bethesda Missionary
Baptist Church at 6:00 p.m.
They ask the prayers of the
righteous and hope of the
faithful as they begin their

new journey.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

By John ThompsonAward-winning
historian, lobbyist 

The Michelle Rhee/Jeb Bush/Rick
Scott and a Tea Party /Chris
Christie/Joel Klein school of reform
are showing their true colors. As they
have formed a united front, the choic-
es faced by parents and the Obama
Administration are more clear. These
"reformers" still go through the
motions of proclaiming "children
first." But with Rhee's new "frontal
attack on the educational status quo,"
we can better evaluate whether their
true love is battling other adults. 

As the accountability hawks adopt a
shared message, we can better ask
whether they are the type of people
who we trust with our children. Do we
feel comfortable with crusaders like
Rhee who now praises the Republican
landslide election for shifting our "ide-
ological balances?" Do we want to
place our children in the hands of true
believers who are so completely con-
vinced that they hold a monopoly on
righteousness? Or to borrow the
mature phrase of Governor Christie
when he kicked off his campaign

against teachers "If they'd like to con-
duct themselves differently, I'll con-
duct myself differently." 

Rhee, Klein, and many others care
for students, but we should consider
whether the fervor of their convictions
is so intense that it liberates them to
adopt scorched earth tactics that
should be beyond the pale. I would
argue that the common denominator
for these "reformers" is sharing the
values of Klein's boss, Rupert
Murdoch. Because the wisdom of
Klein's "at the education barricades"
ideology seems so self-evident, the
data-driven crowd has adopted an
"ends justify the means" strategy. In
order to promote children's interests,
they claim, "adult interests," or people
who see things differently, must be
destroyed. 

Now that the axis of accountability
has formed an united front, it will be
easier to ask parents whether they want
their children's schools to be such a
battleground. Do parents want to take
the risk that the toxicity that Rhee,
Klein, and company dump on the "sta-
tus quo," will not flow down and poi-

son their children's learning? 
Now that the Michelle Rhee/Jeb

Bush/Rick Scott/Tea Party /Chris
Christie/Joel Klein alliance has a
shared persona, Arne Duncan has been

handed a golden opportunity. Even
though Duncan has largely tilted
toward the teach-the-standardized test
crowd, he has tried to maintain a bal-
ance. Duncan must know that turning
around schools while fighting a war
against teachers is just as futile as
seeking reelection after insulting
teachers and unions, not to mention
parents who want more than a diet of
bubble-in testing for their children, to
the point where the Democratic base
stays home. 

Duncan presumably believes that
the Obama Administration could win
over the billionaires by beating up on
loyal Democrats. He has adopted the
pseudo-tough tactic of demonizing
teachers and unions to curry favor with
conservatives. Duncan should now
distinguish between a school "culture
of accountability," with the belief that
politics and compromise are the main
problems in education, and the maxim
of "you are not the problem; I am not
the problem; the problem is the prob-
lem." 

Now is the time to return to the tra-
ditional American value of the "loyal

opposition." The Secretary of
Education must affirm that in
American democracy "my opponent is
my opponent, not my enemy."
Hardball politics are fine, but we
should not try to destroy persons for
believing differently. Secretary
Duncan could remind education
reformers that the spirit of democracy
is not so all-fired sure that it is right.

If Duncan rejected simple certainty
of the Rhee/ Bush/ Scott/
Christie/Klein faith that they are on the
side of the angels, and sought compro-
mises with reality-based adults, previ-
ously known as "adult interests," it
also could help the Obama
Administration regain its footing. Who
other than educators and education
advocates would be better prepared to
lead a respectful conversation about
the future we want for our schools and
for America? Is it not the job of educa-
tors to prepare our children for life in a
democracy? Let us start now by mod-
eling a constructive debate over the
best ways to prepare our children for
citizenship in the 21st century.

The Michelle Rhee/Jeb Bush/Rick Scott/Tea Party
/Chris Christie/Joel Klein School of Reform 

those parents that knew of the
policy felt powerless to act
against the school's policy.

When young scholars work
hard, in particular Black schol-
ars, and play by the rules, it is
so devastating to find out that
White teachers manipulate the
system to perpetuate the false
notion of White Supremacy.
Our newspaper informs the cit-
izens of Sumter County of
such racist tactics that have
gone on for a very long time.

Black parents and local citi-
zens are not pleased with the
lackluster concern of the high
school Principals for not inves-
tigating the suspicious prac-
tices of their teachers and
counselors. Former Americus
High School Principal Juanita
Wilson explained to the
Americus Sumter Observer
Newspaper (ASO) that as prin-
cipal it is difficult to deal with
a teacher's grades. That is why
it is better for a principal to
report suspected discriminato-
ry actions by teachers to the
local NAACP office, says

president Matt Wright. In this
case the U.S. Department of
Education has reprimanded the
school district teachers and
counselors for their discrimi-
natory practices.

Although many White teach-
ers are denying Blacks the
valedictorian spot, Americus
High School Counselor, Mary
Urder is known to have con-
spired to defraud Black stu-
dents of obtaining the valedic-
torian honor; in one case by
giving White students unchal-
lenging course work to
increase that student's grade-
point-average. Teachers were
caught changing grades to give
White honor students an
advantage to become class
valedictorian.  Some Black
honor students led their White
counterparts sometimes three
straight years, but find their
grades being lowered as they
approached graduation. 

In spite of being defrauded
of their rightful valedictorian
honor at graduation and select-
ed salutatorian instead, this
group of high academic
achievers matriculated after
high school to some of the
country's most prestigious col-
leges and universities to

become a lawyer (Justin Mann,
son of Dr. and Mrs. Cleveland
Man); physician Deanna Ross,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James Ross); and Harvard
graduate and a Yale University
faculty member (Reginald
Solomon, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Elbert Solomon).

Matt Wright is applauded for
this leadership and tenacious
and exhaustive investigation of
these White teachers who
cheat our Black high school
scholars out of the valedictori-
an honor.  Mr. Wright closed
with the following comment,
"At the time of the action
against Raven Harris the
school board members were:
Donna Minich, Chairperson,
Mark Waddell, Karen
Gatewood, Michael Busman,
and Doug Goodin; (White)
and, Edith Green, Alice Green,
Carolyn Whitehead, and Willa
Fitzpatrick. (Black)

The majority White board
had an opportunity to discuss
the Harris' complaint at the
beginning but refused to dis-
cuss the matter with the
NAACP.  This action will open
the door for lawsuits that will
cost the tax payers.  

TEACHERS
CONTINUED FROM 2A

Michelle Rhee made many contro-
versial decisionss, including firing
low-performing teachers and insti-
tuting a strict evaluation system. 

ANNOUNCEMENT
The local NAACP meeting

will be held on Monday,
May 16, 2011 at The Allen

Chapel A.M.E. Church on Bumphead
Road at 7pm.  
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In The Name of Allah, The
Beneficent, The Merciful.

Whether you know it or not, this is
The Time of War. Black man and
woman of America, study the Book of
Joel, Chapter 3, because this scripture
is really about you, the real “Children
of Israel.” It is what has been done to
us—that you are willing to forgive,
and even to forget after you know—
which is bringing on The War of
Armageddon. 

Soon, and very soon, even our
blood will be running in the streets.
You will call for the end of a world
like this.

The ‘lawful captives,' prey of a
wicked oppressor

“Shall the prey be taken from the
mighty, and shall the lawful captive
be delivered?” (Isaiah 49: 24) What is
a “prey”? It is an animal that is hunt-
ed and killed by another for food; a
“prey” is also a person that is easily
injured or taken advantage of. 

The Black man and woman of
America are the prey in the hands of
our wicked oppressors, and now we
have become “lawful captives.” You,
Black man and woman of America:
You are the “prey” in the hands of
your wicked enemies. You thought
that the 13th Amendment ended “slav-

ery,” but the wording was so deceit-
ful: “Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for
crime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within
the United States, or any place subject
to their jurisdiction.” 

Anything you do today, they love to
call it a “felony”; then they can
enslave you lawfully, because you are
a criminal. Isn't that something? Then,
in the so-called Reconstruction Era,
they quickly set up the Jim Crow
laws, making nearly everything we
do, or think of doing, a “crime.” They
fill the jails and the prisons with us,
and then lease us back out to private
industry to build the roads, the
bridges, the canals, the railroads:
Back in slavery again!

The 14th Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States
made us “lawful captives,” for it
states: “All persons born or natural-
ized in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens
of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside.” They declared
us to be “citizens” without the rights
of a citizen. And whether you want to
believe it or not, you're still in that
ugly position today. They call us “citi-
zens” mockingly. But if you had the

rights of citizens, there would be
peace in The Valley. 

Foolish men and women, who think
that because you have money that
you're “free,” who think that because
you can put “bling-bling” around your
silly neck, diamonds on your wrist,
that you're “free”! You think because
you can throw a ball in a hoop, and
play great football, that you're free!
You're just a lawful captive. 

Remember The Words of Elijah
Muhammad

Wake up Black man and woman,
your time of deliverance has come!
This people who refuse to give us jus-
tice, or let us go and give us a proper
sendoff; who, after we built the coun-
try, after our hands picked the cotton
that made the South rich and fueled
the Industrial Revolution in the North,
and we fought in all their wars: Who
are these people to treat a people like
this? It is shameful. 

Nevertheless, Allah (God) is fight-
ing now to deliver us in the exact
manner that He said He would
through the mouth of the Honorable
Elijah Muhammad. Remember his
words from the book The Fall of
America; that God is going to use the
Four Great Judgments of rain, hail,
snow and earthquakes: “The Four

great judgments that Almighty Allah
(God) is bringing upon America are
rain, hail, snow and earthquakes…
The forces of nature are great
weapons as we see them in play upon
America… What can you do with a
God like that?” This is taking place
not only in America, but throughout
the world! 

In the beginning of this year we
have witnessed some of the severest
snow in recorded history, and the
news called it “Snowmageddon”—a
take-off on “Armageddon.” Elijah
Muhammad also wrote: “Snow is of
the most dreaded plague…it destroys
your highways, your cities; your con-
crete and gravel in towns and cities. It
puts a great burden of expense on the
cities.” Chicago is already broke, but
this winter has sunk the treasuries.
Too much snow, you can't fly your
planes! Too much snow, your tractors
can't move; your tanks can't move!
The Bible teaches that God treasured
up snow in the North to use it “The
Great Day of Battle,” and here comes
the snow! 

In 2010, more people were killed
worldwide by natural disasters than
were killed in terrorist attacks in the
past 40 years combined! An
Associated Press article stated that

2010 was “the year the Earth struck
back.” Those of you who read the
Holy Qur'an: Read it again. But don't
read it “just to read,” read it because
it is a Book that describes what goes
on right up to The Day of Judgment.
The Qur'an speaks of calamity after
calamity, until the enemy is laid low,
so now the oceans are rising; and the
Honorable Elijah Muhammad said he
would build nothing on the East coast

The Lawful Captive Shall Be Delivered

"Stand ye still and see the
salvation of the Lord…"

Stillness is sometimes a bad
word in our bold and brash
society.  We are supposed to be
aggressive, persistent, diligent,
relentless, and always on-the-
go.  A lot of times, being still
and waiting on God are things
that seem hard to do.  We are
used to believing what we see.
And, in our perception, if we
are not moving, nothing is
being accomplished.  However,
that can be far from the truth.

The Bible endorses concepts
such as persistence and dili-
gence.  The Word, many times,
warns us against being idle and
lazy.  However, there is a time
for everything.  One indicator
that it's time to be still is when
you have obeyed the will of
God.  The scripture states,
"having done all, to stand…"

There are definitely acts that
we have to do.  After all, faith
alone without corresponding
actions is dead.  But there
comes a time when the Spirit
of God will prompt you to
simply be still and watch.  A
part of stillness is standing on
the Word of God and not mov-
ing from your hope.
Remaining unmoved by
doubts, fears, intimidation, and
whatever may come your way.
At those times, God is at work
on your behalf.  Even though
you can't "see" things changing
with your eyes, manifestation
is on the way.  After all, the
battle is the Lord's.

Many times the stillness that
we need, though, is one of the
soul.  Whether we are in a
state of transition or being
physically still, no exterior cir-
cumstance should move us out
of the peace of God.  The song
declares, "This peace that I
have, the world didn't give it to
me."  Jesus, before ascending
into heaven after He was
raised from the dead, blessed
His followers.  He executed
His own last will and testa-
ment.  In John 14:27, He
bequeathed us His peace!  "My
peace I give unto you…"
What an inheritance!  No mat-
ter what happens and no matter
what we go through in this
world, we can always walk in
the peace of God!  

Peace, though it is invisible,

is a priceless commodity.
Without it, people from all
walks of life suffer serious
mental and physical impair-
ments.  In fact, many commit
suicide simply desiring peace.
But we do not have to live
without peace (peace with
God, peace with ourselves, and
peace in life).

Keep your heart with all dili-
gence.  Those who have their
minds stayed on Jesus-who He
is and who we are in Him-He
will keep in perfect peace.
Seek peace and pursue it, as
much as possible, with all
men.  Don't let anger or bitter-
ness into your heart.  It is a
sacred place.  You alone have
the power to walk in peace.
Jesus gave it to you.  The only
way that others or life events
can take it from you, is if you
give it away.

If you have been lacking
peace and stillness in your
soul, simply ask God for it.
Receive it by faith.  Walk in it.
Sow it.  And don't let it go for
anything the world has to offer
you. 

SCRIPTURAL REFER-
ENCES:  2 Chronicles 2:17,
Psalm 34:14, Proverbs 4:23,
Isaiah 26:3, John 14:27,
Romans 5:1, Romans 12:18,
Ephesians 6:13, 2
Corinthians 13:11,
Philippians 4:9.

LIFE MORE ABUNDANTLY
Peace-Be Still

Minister
LOUIS FARRAKHAN
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upcoming Christian community events.

Please submit your church/ministry
events for the month of June
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Dan Froomkin, Huffington Post
WASHINGTON -- As he announced the death

of infamous terrorist Osama bin Laden on
Sunday night, President Barack Obama struck an
extraordinary contrast with his predecessor,
George W. Bush.

That was to some degree unavoidable. Bush’s
consistent failure to respond appropriately to bin
Laden -- as a potential threat, as a fugitive, or as
a public enemy no. 1 -- represents one of the
greatest shortcomings of his presidency.

Obama has now succeeded where Bush failed.
And it was impossible to hear Obama declare that
"justice has been done" without thinking about
how long it went undone.

But Obama also went out of his way to draw
distinctions between how he approached the
problem and how Bush did.

For instance, as the months and years went by
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks -- and
Bush’s initial bluster about capturing the al
Qaeda leader “dead or alive” became a source of
embarrassment -- Bush began to insist that bin
Laden himself wasn’t so very important.

"I truly am not that concerned about him,"
Bush said at a White House press conference on
March 13, 2002. And of course the following
March, he shifted America’s focus to Iraq, which
proved to be a gigantic diversion.

Obama took a different tack.
"Shortly after taking office," the president

explained Sunday night, "I directed Leon Panetta,
the director of the CIA, to make the killing or
capture of bin Laden the top priority of our war
against al Qaeda, even as we continued our
broader efforts to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat
his network."

Obama's comments on Sunday night were
clearly directed not just to the American public
but to the world, evoking images of the horror of
9/11 in an effort to dampen any possible al Qaeda
propaganda value from bin Laden’s death.

By contrast, the tactics and the rhetoric of

Bush’s “war on terror” -- most notably his deci-
sion to invade Iraq and the torture of Muslims in
Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo and elsewhere had
served as al Qaeda’s most potent recruiting tools.

And to a nation of people who, nearly ten years
after the terrorist attacks in America, are over-
whelmingly despondent about both of the wars
launched by Bush, Obama was at long last able to
deliver something that, at least for a moment,
seemed like victory: "The death of bin Laden
marks the most significant achievement to date in
our nation’s effort to defeat al Qaeda,” he said.

Ironically, Obama’s announcement came eight
years to the day after Bush famously and prema-
turely declared "Mission Accomplished" in Iraq
after landing on the USS Abraham Lincoln air-
craft carrier.

And if all that weren’t clear enough, Obama
made an explicit appeal to set the clock back to
those days of national and international unity
right after Sept. 11 -- before Bush took the nation
to war in Iraq, subverted historical prohibitions
against torture and domestic surveillance, and
used fear of terror to achieve partisan goals.

by Tingba Muhammad
In June of 2010, The Hon. Min.

Louis Farrakhan challenged the leader
of the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL), Abraham Foxman, to cease
that organization’s longstanding poli-
cy of racist assaults on the character
of Black leadership and to establish “a
sensible, intelligent dialogue.” But
after nearly three decades of astonish-
ing tolerance and angelic restraint,
The Minister stood before a packed
arena in Atlanta, Georgia, and issued
a blistering rejoinder to the race-bait-
ing Zionist and his confederates in the
Jewish holocaust industry. In that one
mighty lecture Min. Farrakhan in
effect imposed a no-fly zone over the
entire Jewish propaganda machine,
from Foxman on upward. His speech
actually initiated a series of three lec-
tures that asked, “Who Are the REAL
Children of Israel,” and he simultane-
ously released nearly 800 pages of
research that rewrites the actual histo-
ry of Blacks and Jews in America. For
those who may have missed the lec-

ture, it is available at the Final Call
and in the Bible (John 8:31-59).

A battered and bewildered ADL fell
into many months of internal strug-
gles and telltale silence, finally
emerging last month to request dia-
logue with The Minister. This U-turn
in Jewish policy is a clear and unmis-
takable sign that the Minister’s forth-
right truth-telling initiative is both
laseraccurate and turbo-charged.
Abraham Foxman, speaking through
his Chicago-based underling Lonnie
Nasatir, said in a carefully premedi-
tated television interview with the
ABC affiliate WLS, “It’s about time
that we sit down with Minister
Farrakhan.”

The ADL cleverly slipped their
peace overture to The Minister into
WLS’s “investigative” news story,
though the story itself was intended to
denigrate the very information that
forced the ADL to the negotiating
table. The report targeted the
Saviours’ Day symposium of Nation
of Islam scholars who gathered to dis-

cuss their newly released books, the
512-page The Secret Relationship
Between Blacks and Jews, Vol. 2, and
the 148-page companion volume Jews
Selling Blacks, the largest collection
of Jewish slave-sale advertisements
ever published.

Nonetheless, the submissive ADL
posture comes on the heels of a simi-
lar policy reversal by the ADL’s sister
organization the Simon Wiesenthal
Center, which quietly removed The
Minister’s name from its annual “Top
Ten” list of “Anti-Semites.” Their lat-
est list included the unrepentant 91-
year-old former White House reporter
Helen Thomas, and CNN’s fired
anchor Rick Sanchez, but for the first
time, the Wiesenthal Center excluded
Minister Farrakhan. These policy
changes show that The Minister’s
methodical and uncompromising
reply to years of unrelenting Jewish
racism has had an immediate and
crippling effect.

Later, through a blogger, it came
out that Mr. Nasatir claimed to have

been taken out of context by ABC’s
veteran investigative reporter Chuck
Goudie, however, Mr. Goudie stood
firmly by his report, even sending the
actual transcript of Mr. Nasatir’s
words in context to The Final Call.

Speaking on Foxman’s behalf,
Lonnie Nasatir asked Min. Farrakhan
to “sit down” but simultaneously
assured his Jewish constituency that
the NOI research books were “just
common and age-old stereotypes.”
Nasatir referenced the 73-page chap-
ter in The Secret Relationship titled
“Jews, Lynching, and the Ku Klux
Klan,” which documents in graphic
detail the prominent role Jews played
in the bloodiest chapter in American
history— that post-Emancipation era
of Black lynching and white domestic
terrorism.

Nasatir said with an air of derision,
“The notion that Jews were all behind
the formation or the reemergence of
the Ku Klux Klan…is just incompre-
hensible and crazy.” The incredible
naïveté of this public pronounce-

ment—after having had eight full
months to scrutinize the mountains of
historical data—attests to an embar-
rassing intellectual bankruptcy at
Foxman’s ADL, and demonstrates
why dialogue with real Black leader-
ship has now become the only hope
for Jewish leaders.
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NANATIONALTIONAL
MAGGIE MICHAEL
CAIRO — Al-Qaida vowed to

keep fighting the United States and
avenge the death of Osama bin
Laden, which it acknowledged for
the first time in an Internet statement
apparently designed to convince fol-
lowers that it will remain vigorous
and intact even after its founder's
demise.

Al-Qaida's plots are usually large-
scale and involve planning over
months or even years. But Western
intelligence officials say they are
seeing increased chatter about
cheap, small-scale attacks – perhaps
by individuals or small extremist
groups inspired to take revenge for
the killing.

"USA, you will pay!" chanted
more than 100 participants in a pro-
bin Laden protest outside the U.S.
Embassy in London.

A Western intelligence official
said no concrete threat has emerged
so far that authorities considered
credible. "There have been mentions
of shootings, bombings and random
violence, though it is not surprising,

given bin Laden's death," the official
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Authorities in the U.S. and Europe
chose not to elevate threat levels.

Interpol has asked law enforce-
ment agencies in 188 countries to be
on alert for retaliatory attacks.
Communities have been warned to
report anything suspicious.
Embassies and some American busi-
nesses have added new security
measures.

Despite the Internet chatter, reac-
tion in the Islamic world to bin
Laden's death has been relatively
muted compared with the rage that
he long inspired, raising questions
about his relevance in the Middle
East – a region that has been
changed by a wave of pro-democra-
cy uprisings.

The al-Qaida statement, entitled
"You lived as a good man, you died
as a martyr," did not name a succes-
sor to bin Laden. His deputy, Ayman
al-Zawahri, is now the most promi-
nent figure in the group and a likely
contender to take his place.

"The blood of the holy warrior
sheik, Osama bin Laden, God bless
him, is too precious to us and to all
Muslims to go in vain," the state-
ment said. "We will remain, God
willing, a curse chasing the
Americans and their agents, follow-
ing them outside and inside their
countries."

"Soon, God willing, their happi-
ness will turn to sadness," it said,
"their blood will be mingled with

their tears."
Although the statement's authen-

ticity could not be independently
confirmed, it was considered to be
authentic. It was posted on militant
websites Friday by the al-Fajr
Center, al-Qaida's online media dis-
tribution network, and the writing
style was typical for al-Qaida. The
statement was issued in the name of
the organization's General
Command and dated Tuesday, the
day after bin Laden's death.

White House press secretary Jay
Carney said U.S. officials are aware
of the statement and the threat.
"What it does obviously is acknowl-
edge the obvious, which is that
Osama bin Laden was killed," said
Carney. "We're quite aware of the
potential for (terrorist) activity and
are highly vigilant on that matter for
that reason."

Despite the new threats against the
United States, the overall theme of
the al-Qaida statement was that of
continuity for the organization.
Much of the 11-paragraph statement
was dedicated to underlining that al-

Qaida would live on, depicting him
as another in a line of "martyrs"
from the group.

"Sheik Osama didn't build an
organization to die when he dies,"
the statement read. "The university
of faith, Quran and jihad from which
bin Laden graduated will not close
its doors," it added.

"The soldiers of Islam will contin-
ue in groups and united, plotting and
planning without getting bored,
tired, with determination, without
giving up until striking a blow," the
statement said.

It said bin Laden was killed "along
an established path followed by the
best of those who came before him
and those who will come after him."

The acknowledgment by al-Qaida
should remove doubt among all but
the most die-hard conspiracy theo-
rists that bin Laden is in fact dead.

The need to provide proof was
behind some arguments that the U.S.
should release a photo of the slain
terror leader. President Barack
Obama has chosen to withhold the
photo.

Osama Bin Laden Dead, Al Qaeda Confirms 

Abraham Foxman Finally “Responds” to Secret Relationship:
ADL Seeks Dialogue, Denies Jewish Role in Ku Klux Klan

Obama Succeeded Where Bush Failed:
Osama Bin Laden Rhetoric And Reality 
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By Daily Mail Reporter
When she graduated from high

school in 1936, Fannetta Nelson
should have followed in her sister's
footsteps as valedictorian.

But in a slight the talented music
student and pianist never forgot, the
principal refused to let another
black girl graduate top of the class.

Now, three years after her death,
Miss Nelson as at
last been honoured
as valedictorian
for the class of
1936 at
Westinghouse
High School,
Pittsburgh.

Her elder sister
Sophia, now 93,
accepted the
award on her sis-
ter's behalf as both
were honoured in
a recognition cere-
mony by the
school's alumni
association yester-
day.

She said: 'Her
heart was broken
by what the school did, really. She
never stopped talking about it as
long as she lived, that's how much
it hurt.'

Her family had always claimed
the school's principal had vowed
not to allow another black valedic-
torian after Sophia became the first
in 1934, pressuring a music teacher

to lower her grades.
Just before his death, the teacher

confessed to Miss Nelson's nephew
about what he'd done, saying he
feared he would lose his job if he
didn't agree to it.

He told Nelson Harrison he had
always regretted it, but he died
before he could apologise to Miss
Nelson herself.

Mr Harrison,
who was taught
by the teacher too
and later played
in a music group
with him, told the
Pittsburgh Post
Gazette: 'It didn't
make sense. We
were not naive
about racism. It
wasn't hidden
from us. It was in
your face.'

This week the
two sisters have
been honoured
with proclama-
tions and resolu-
tions from the
mayor, city coun-

cil, state House of Representatives
and the state Senate.

Sophia said: 'I believe that in
spirit, Fannetta is with us and
appreciates the - I won't say tardy -
recognition.'

Miss Nelson received the posthu-
mous award after the president of
the alumni association, Reggie

Bridges, took up her cause. 
He said after reviewing tran-

scripts and yearbooks he was con-
vinced Miss Nelson's grades had
been changed. She eventually grad-
uated fourth out of 155 students.

He told the Post Gazette: 'We
can't ever restore it back where
everybody in her class will know it
because most of them are dead. At
least we can
take some truth
that we have
and make it
right.'

On her official
transcript, still
held in the
school office,
there is a line of
blanked out
grades. On the
line for music -
Miss Nelson's
best subject -
the last three
grades are Bs,
which come
after a row of As and just one B.

She wanted to be a classical con-
cert pianist, but was told she could-
n't be accepted on  the program
because she was black.

Instead she went to the University
of Pittsburgh, taking a master's
there in 1960 . She eventually
became a German teacher and
worked at the state's Department of
Education.

Her elder sister also became a

teacher, earning a doctorate and
then working as an English profes-
sor and department head at West
Virginia State College.

They come from an academically
gifted family - its member have
earned more than 50 college
degrees since 1928 from the
University of Pittsburgh alone.

Although the school has hon-
oured Miss
Nelson, the
district has
not yet
instated her
as valedic-
torian on
its records.

Mark
Brentley,
from the
school
board, said
he plans to
ask them to
do so.

In her
acceptance

speech, Sophia said both she had
her sister owed the honour to her
parents.

He said: 'We had strong parents.
We had been reared to perform and
cope because you had to be better
to be treated almost as an equal.'

White High School Principal Denies Black
Student Valedictorian Honor in 1936

Honoured at last: Fannetta Nelson was named as valedictorian for the class of 1936 at a recognition
ceremony, three years after her death.

Academic family: Sophia Nelson was vale-
dictorian two years before her sister. Both
were honoured by their school's alumni
group

Joint honours: Fannetta and Sophia Nelson were both
recognised as high school valedictorians. The two sis-
ters went on to have successful academic careers
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NANATIONALTIONAL

John Nichols | The Nation 
Wasn’t the point of the inva-

sion and occupation of
Afghanistan to get Osama bin
Laden?

And if that was the point
then, isn’t it time—with the
news that Osama has been
tracked down not in
Afghanistan but in Pakistan—
to bring the troops and the war
dollars home?

These are the questions that
Congress should be asking this
week.

While it is appropriate
enough to investigate what the
Pakistanis knew and when they
knew it [1]—as Senate Armed
Services Committee chairman
Carl Levin, D-Michigan, sug-
gests when he says Pakistani
intelligence and military offi-
cials “have some explaining to
do”—most members of
Congress are avoiding the fun-
damental issue that is raised by
the killing of bin Laden.

But Congresswoman Chellie
Pingree [2], D-Maine, gets it.

“Early in his term, President
Obama committed to two
goals: hunt down and capture
or kill Osama bin Laden and
begin an accelerated withdraw-
al from Afghanistan in July
2011,” notes the second-term
House member. On Sunday,
Pingree notes, “he fulfilled that
first commitment.”

Now, the congresswoman
says: “I am asking the
President to keep his commit-
ment to an accelerated with-
drawal of troops from
Afghanistan.

And she is not asking on her
own.

Pingree has begun a petition
campaign [3], asking her con-
stituents in Maine and citizens
across the country to sign onto
a statement to Obama that
reads:  “We commend you for
bringing Osama bin Laden to
justice. Please keep your com-
mitment of an accelerated
withdrawal of troops from
Afghanistan beginning this
July.” 

Pingree promises to compile
all the signatures and deliver
them to President Obama.

“In this time of reflection, I
have new hope that we can end
a decade of war and bring our
troops home quickly,” the con-
gresswoman says. “I hope
you’ll take a moment to send
the President the message that
now is the time to bring home
our brave men and women and
let our country move on to
tackle the many other prob-
lems we face.”

Pingree’s push is being par-
alleled by a new campaign on
the part of Robert Greenwald
and the Brave New Foundation
[4]team that has done so much
to expose the folly of the
Afghanistan occupation. The
folks behind the "Rethink
Afghamistan" project have
launched an "Osama is Dead...
Bring the Troops Home" [5]
campaign that is being hailed
by Congresswoman Barbara
Lee, D-California, the only
member of Congress to oppose
the Bush-Cheney administra-
tion's endless-war resolution in
2001.

Progrssive Democrats of
America [6] has stepped up, as
well, with a campaign for

California Congresswoman
Barbara Lee’s “Responsible
End to the War in Afghanistan
Act [7],” which has attracted
sixty cosponsors.

“Bin Laden was an angry,
violent man who reaped what
he sowed. Now that we have
our pound of flesh, we, too,
will reap what we’ve sown in
the War on Terror unless we
tether the dogs of war now and
exit Afghanistan, as soon as
humanly possible. This long-
awaited event will, as Martin
Luther King said, “bend the
arc of history.” But in which
direction? Let’s do everything
in our power to bend the arc
away from vengeance and
towards peace and environ-
mental, economic, and social
justice,” writes PDA national
director Tim Carpenter. “We
no longer have a mission in
Afghanistan. We can expect
the war hounds to bark out
new excuses to stay in
Afghanistan and even escalate.
We must keep reminding
Congress that the mission has
ended: It’s time to bring our
troops and war dollars home.”

Pingree and PDA are right:
it’s time to bring the troops
and war dollars home.

Let’s also recognize that, in
a city that is awash in spin and
spectacle this week,
Congresswoman Pingree is
keeping her focus on the real
issues—and the real opportuni-
ties that have arisen for a
rethink of “war on terror” poli-
cies that were made on the
spur of the moment but that
can (and should) now be re-
examined.

William Greider | The Nation
They dumped his body in the

ocean, but I suspect the ghost
of Osama bin Laden will hover
over Republican super-hawks
for some time to come as a
stinging rebuke to their incom-
petence. When they might have
captured Osama nine years
ago, they let him slip away.
They launched two incoherent
wars in his name. They used
Osama’s phantom existence as
a pretext for restarting the cold
war with borderless possibili-
ties. This great nation mobi-
lized its awesome military
resources to engage in a belli-
cose version of Where’s
Waldo?

Well, finally, it is over.
Waldo sleeps with the fishes
(literally). The country is at
last free of the conceit of end-
less war inspired by his name.
Truly, 9/11 was terrifyingly
real. Osama was evil, for sure.
His death brings relief, a sense
of satisfying vengeance, a job
well done. On further reflec-
tion, however, I suspect many
people will also feel somewhat
embarrassed that their reason-
able emotions were manipulat-
ed by cheap propagandists into
something dreadfully exagger-
ated and irrational. We have a
right to resent some of the
shameful things done in our
name. We have an obligation to

make sure they do not contin-
ue.

This is another way of say-
ing Americans should take this
opportunity to celebrate victory
and get out. Politicians and
officials naturally insist contin-
ued vigilance is required, but I
predict they will be unable to
sustain the inflated fears of ter-
rorism now that the symbolic
demon is dead and gone.
Without the resonant mystery
about this man, people will
begin to see that the dangers of
terrorism were never as present
or all-encompassing as the
war-talkers claimed. Declaring
victory is an effective way to
demobilize, to announce the
born-again cold war over and
done.

Barack Obama is the perfect-
ly suited winner for this
moment. It is time to address
the world as it is, not without
potential adversaries but alive
with possibilities for peaceful
relationships and creative
diplomacy that relies more on
softer power than continuous
war. The president has been
playing this card from the start,
not without some contradic-
tions, but he now has a new
starting point for turning vision
into concrete change. He can
get out of Afghanistan, for
instance, now that Osama is
out of the picture.

These events have conferred
new authority on the president.
He suddenly stands taller as
commander-in-chief, looks
more competent than his pred-
ecessor. If Republicans contin-
ue with their mocking ridicule
and racially tinted suspicions,
they will only sound more
childish and unpresidential.
Obama, in fact, is relieving the
Democrats of the soft-on-
defense accusations that that
have stalked the party since
Vietnam. Peaceful revolutions
in the Middle East simultane-
ously create opportunities no
other president has enjoyed in
decades. All this, however, cre-
ates a vast new political burden
for Obama. He has to deliver
what he promised.

The Ghost of bin Laden

With Osama Found, a
Congresswoman Asks: Where's
the Afghanistan Exit Strategy?

ANNOUNCEMENT
The local NAACP meeting will be held
on Monday, May 16, 2011 at The Allen
Chapel A.M.E. Church on Bumphead

Road at 7pm.  
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May Birthdays

Happy Birthday 
Calvin Minter celebrated his
birthday on May 1.

Happy Birthday 
Javantae Burnam celebrated his
birthday on May 8.

Happy Birthday 
Jeremi Fuller celebrated his
birthday May 9. 

Happy Birthday 
Meghann Davis will celebrate
her birthday on May 11. 

From your family and
Godmother Verna Thomas

Happy Birthday 
Dalvin Leary will celebrate his
birthday on May 11.

Happy Mother’s Day
to Virgina Minter from your
husband Calvin, Trellanee,
Kevin, Kiandrea and Takaii  

Happy Birthday 
Tony Moran will celebrate his
birthday on May 20.

Happy Birthday
Wilbur Gene Bryant will cele-
brate his birthday on May 21.

Happy Mother’s Day
to Naomi Edge from your son
Eugene Edge, Jr. and family.

Happy Mother’s Day
Annie B. Bryant from your son
and family.

Happy Birthday 
JaQueazeus Wallace will cele-
brate his birthday on May 28. 

Happy Birthday 
Sherrie Oliver celebrated her
birthday on May 5.

Happy Birthday 
Darreshia Troutman will cele-
brate her birthday on May 18.

Happy Birthday 
Jasmine Hudson celebrated her
birthday on May 2.

Happy Birthday 
Brandon Wright celebrated his
birthday on May 2.

Happy Birthday 
Connelton Matthias Davis, Jr.
celebrated his birthday on May
11.

Happy Birthday 
Alexander Thomas will cele-
brate his birthday on May 14.

Happy Birthday 
Kendra Mitchell will celebrate
her birthday on May 18.

Happy Birthday 
Donovan Grant celebrated his
birthday on May 1.

Happy Birthday 
Syreka Banks celebrated her
birthday on May 7.

Happy Birthday 
Mathis F. Wright IV will cele-
brate his birthday on May 27.

Happy
Birthday 
Janaye and
N y ’ i a n n a
Wallace cele-
brated their
birthday on May
5. 

Happy Birthday 
Bobby Robinson Jr. celebrated
his birthday on May 7.

Happy Birthday 
Roosevelt Wright celebrated
his birthday on May 1.

Happy Birthday 
Willie Walker celebrated his
birthday on May 7.

Happy
Anniversary
Calvin B. Johnson, Sr.

and Ruecille Z.
Sharper Johnson will

celebrate their wedding
anniversary in May.
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Tystanic offers the following services:
*Paint and Body Repairs

*Rentals of Autos and Trucks
*Custom Detailing Work
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www. TYSTANIC.com

�“Local businesses are closing down... We
need to come together as a community and
shop with each other. Businesses helping

businesses and people helping people.�”

Tyson of Tystanic Customs reminds
all citizens to shop at home 

when at all possible.



by Dr. Ridgely Abdul Mu’min
Muhammad

According to an August 23,
2007 report from the American
Chemical Society researchers
have found new evidence that
soft drinks sweetened with
high-fructose corn syrup
(HFCS) may contribute to the
development of diabetes, par-
ticularly in children. In the cur-
rent study, Chi-Tang Ho, Ph.D.,
conducted chemical
tests among 11 differ-
ent carbonated soft
drinks containing
HFCS. He found
'astonishingly high'
levels of reactive car-
bonyls in those bever-
ages. These undesir-
able and highly-reac-
tive compounds asso-
ciated with "unbound"
fructose and glucose
molecules are believed
to cause tissue dam-
age, says Ho, a profes-
sor of food science at
Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, N.J. By contrast,
reactive carbonyls are not pres-
ent in table sugar, whose fruc-
tose and glucose components
are "bound" and chemically sta-
ble, the researcher notes.

HFCS is a sweetener found in
many foods and beverages,
including non-diet soda pop,
baked goods, and condiments.
It is has become the sweetener
of choice for many food manu-
facturers because it is consid-
ered more economical, sweeter
and more easy to blend into
beverages than table sugar. The
long standing boycott of Cuban
cane sugar combined with the
annual corn subsidy to U.S.
farmers of over $10 billion
explains why sugar costs more
than corn fructose.

The figures from the USDA
for 2003 are that the average
world price of refined sugar is
11 cents per pound compared to
28 cents in the U.S.--more than
twice as much due to subsidies
and import quotas. Meanwhile,
the price of HFCS is 14 cents
per pound. However, corn
prices are expected to rise
because of corn increased use
as a source of energy through
ethanol production. This price

rise plus new evidence of the
dangers of HFCS may finally
force the processing industry to
cut back on its widespread use.

The process for making the
sweetener high fructose corn
syrup (HFCS) out of corn was
developed in the 1970s. Use of
HFCS grew rapidly, from less
than three million short tons in
1980 to almost 8 million short
tons in 1995. During the late

1990s, use of sugar actually
declined as it was eclipsed by
HFCS. Today Americans con-
sume more HFCS than sugar.

From zero, the average con-
sumption of HFCS in the U.S.
has risen to over 60 pounds per
person per year, on average.
Starting in the early 1970’s,
there has been a dramatic rise in
the U.S. in the rate of obesity
and its related ailments includ-
ing type-2 diabetes and heart
disease. This alarming develop-
ment coincides almost exactly
with the introduction and subse-
quent ramp-up of consumption
of High Fructose Corn Syrup.
An estimated 16 million
Americans have type-2 dia-
betes, making it the sixth lead-
ing cause of death overall.
Studies have linked a high
intake of refined carbohydrates
such as fructose with a high
"glycemic index" to the devel-
opment of diabetes.

The processing industry
argues that fructose is just
another form of sugar and does
no more damage than sugar.
However, High Fructose Corn
Syrup is an extremely refined
version of the fructose naturally
occurring in nature. High-fruc-
tose corn syrup (HFCS) is pro-

duced by processing corn starch
to yield glucose, and then pro-
cessing the glucose to produce a
high percentage of fructose.
Three different enzymes, two of
which have been genetically
modified, are needed to break
down cornstarch, which is com-
posed of chains of glucose mol-
ecules of almost infinite length,
into the simple sugars glucose
and fructose.

A team of investigators
at the USDA, led by Dr.
Meira Field, compared
the effects of sugar and
fructose on laboratory
rats according to the
www.longlife.com article
entitled "Should You
Boycott High Fructose
Corn Syrup?" This article
points out that sucrose is
composed of glucose and
fructose. When sugar is
given to rats in high
amounts, the rats develop
multiple health problems,
especially when the rats

were deficient in certain nutri-
ents, such as copper.

The researchers wanted to
know whether it was the fruc-
tose or the glucose moiety that
was causing the problems. So
they repeated their studies with
two groups of rats, one given
high amounts of glucose and
one given high amounts of fruc-
tose. The glucose group was
unaffected but the fructose
group had disastrous results.
The male rats did not reach
adulthood. They had anemia,
high cholesterol and heart
hypertrophy--that means that
their hearts enlarged until they
exploded. They also had
delayed testicular development.
Dr. Field explains that fructose
in combination with copper
deficiency in the growing ani-
mal interferes with collagen
production. In a nutshell, the lit-
tle bodies of the rats just fell
apart. The females were not so
affected, but they were unable
to produce live young.

"The medical profession
thinks fructose is better for dia-
betics than sugar," says Dr.
Field, "but every cell in the
body can metabolize glucose.
However, all fructose must be
metabolized in the liver. The

livers of the rats on the high
fructose diet looked like the liv-
ers of alcoholics, plugged with
fat and cirrhotic."

Going back to the research
done by Chi-Tang Ho, his group
is also probing the mechanisms

by which carbonation increases
the amount of reactive car-
bonyls formed in sodas contain-
ing HFCS. They note that non-
carbonated fruit juices contain-
ing HFCS have one-third the
amount of reactive carbonyl

species found in carbonated
sodas with HFCS, while non-
carbonated tea beverages con-
taining high-fructose corn syrup
have only about one-sixth the
levels of carbonyls found in
regular soda.

HEALHEALTHTH

Katrina vanden Heuvel | The Nation
It’s been a common refrain of politi-

cians in Washington for as long as the
capitol has been unpopular: “It’s good
to get outside the Beltway, good to go
get back to the real America.” But in
recent days that cliché might feel a bit
stale for Republican House members,
who voted last month for
Representative Paul Ryan’s budget
proposal. Inside the Beltway, Ryan is
called “courageous,” a “visionary,” a
“serious man,” for having the bravery
to put forth a budget that pays for tax
cuts for the wealthy by ending
Medicare as we know it. Back home in
his district, he’s becoming known as
the leader of the most serious assault
on seniors since President Bush’s
attempt to privatize Social Security.

In April, Ryan was greeted, not with
the outsized praise [1] of New York
Times columnist David Brooks at his
town hall in Milton, Wisconsin, but
instead, with sustained boos [2]. On
Friday, according to Politico [3], he
asked police to remove a man from his
town hall because the man refused to
stop yelling about the impact the Ryan

budget would have on Medicare.
He’s not alone. In New Hampshire,

the first six questions [4] posed to
Representative Charlie Bass (R-NH)
were about his vote in favor of Ryan’s
budget. “I’m not surprised it’s contro-
versial,” said Bass of his vote. But for
a man who won his seat during the
2010 Republican wave by a little more
than 3,000 votes, it’s an open question
as to whether his career can afford
such controversy.

In addition to Ryan and Bass, at least
six other GOPers have faced pointed
questions and outright protest at town
halls, reminiscent of the tea party
anger seen at Democratic town halls in
2009. Rep. Daniel Webster (R-FL)
arrived at his town hall greeted with
signs that said “Hands Off Medicare.”
[5]The meeting became so contentious
that police officers intervened to quiet
the crowd. The New York Times
described one such town hall as
approaching “near chaos.” The
Orlando Sentinel described another as
reaching the level of “bedlam.” [6]

Already, some members are backing
away from their votes. By the end of

Charlie Bass’s town hall, he already
seemed to be wavering. “If there are
certain facets of the budget that are
manifestly unpopular, I think that
should be taken into consideration.…
this is the beginning of a long conver-
sation.” How manifestly unpopular is
Ryan’s plan for Medicare? A recent
Washington Post/ABC News poll [7]
showed that more than 80 percent of

all Americans disapprove of cuts to the
program. A whopping 70 percent of
Republicans opposed them [8], as
well, making it one of the most unpop-
ular positions supported by a national
party in modern memory.

Even Speaker Boehner himself
ducked away from the budget. He told
ABC News [9], “It’s Paul’s idea. Now
other people have other ideas. I’m not
wedded to one single idea.” Last week,
Washington Post reporter Greg
Sargent, writing about yet another
town hall uproar, asked if we could
“call this a national phenomenon yet?”

In the words of President Obama,
yes, yes we can.

Democrats and progressive allies are
already getting started, working to
mobilize voters to attend future town
hall meetings. A campaign called
“Don’t Make Us Work ‘Til We Die”
organized [9] two days of action in
thirty five cities across the country in
April. MoveOn.org is encouraging
[10] its members to attend town halls,
as well. The Congressional
Progressive Caucus is planning a whis-
tle stop “people’s agenda” tour in sev-

enteen cities—as a follow up to their
“People’s Budget.” Other groups are
planning large mobilizations in
August, to coincide with the month-
long summer recess.

SEIU, for example, plans to organ-
ize massive nationwide protests [11]
around “national flash points,” includ-
ing during August recess. “We felt like
we were called in this moment to roll
the dice and to think about how to use
our members resources for the greatest
hope for changing members lives,”
SEIU President Mary Kay Henry says
[12]. “I hope what people will see is
more of what we all witnessed in
Madison…more people in the streets
making demands about what kind of
America we want to see.”

As The Nation’s John Nichols
reports, the goal of this campaign,
called “Fight for A Fair Economy,” is
to begin shifting the character of the
national debate, from one defined by
right-wing talking points and ginned
up by tea party “populism” to one that
reflects the aspirations of the poor and
middle class.

Keep Your Hands Off My Medicare! 

Fructose in Soft Drinks is Deadly

James V. Palazzolo, MD 
Thomas J. Ungarino, MD

Announce

Pulmonary Associates and
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Intensive Care Medicine

Lung Disease and Allergy
Disorders of Sleep
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The term "seizure disorder" refers to a condi-
tion that occurs when clusters of nerve cells, or
neurons, in the brain sometimes signal abnormal-
ly. When these brain cells are not working prop-
erly, a person's consciousness, movement, or
actions may be altered for a short time. These
physical changes are called epileptic seizures.

Seizure disorders are more commonly known
as epilepsy and affect people of all nationalities
and races.

What Causes It?
A seizure disorder can be caused by a variety of

factors. Anything that disturbs the normal pattern
of neuron activity -- from illness to brain damage
to abnormal brain development -- can cause a
seizure. The condition may develop as the result
of abnormality in brain wiring, an imbalance of
nerve signaling chemicals called neurotransmit-
ters, or some combination of these factors.

Seizure disorders are not contagious and are
not caused by mental illness or mental retarda-
tion.

Diagnosing a Seizure Disorder
Experiencing a single seizure does not neces-

sarily mean that a person has a seizure disorder.
Only when a person has had two or more seizures
is he or she considered to have a disorder. Brain
scans and electroencephalograms (EEGs) are
common tests used to make a diagnosis.

Treatment Options
After a person has been diagnosed with a

seizure disorder, seizures can be controlled with
modern medicines and surgical techniques. In
1997, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) approved the vagus nerve stimulator for
use in people with seizures that are not well-con-
trolled by medication.

Prognosis for Seizure Disorders
While a seizure disorder cannot currently be

cured, for some people, it does eventually go
away. One study found that children with idio-
pathic epilepsy, or a seizure disorder with an
unknown cause, had a 68 to 92 percent chance of
becoming seizure-free by 20 years after their
diagnosis.

The odds of becoming seizure-free are not as

good for adults or for children with severe seizure
disorders, but it is nonetheless possible for
seizures to decrease or even stop over time. This
is more likely if the disorder has been well-con-
trolled by medication or if the person has had sur-
gery.

Most seizures do not cause brain damage; how-
ever, it is not uncommon for people with a disor-
der, especially children, to develop behavioral
and emotional problems, sometimes the conse-
quence of embarrassment and frustration or bul-
lying, teasing, or avoidance in school and other
social settings.

For many people with a seizure disorder, the
risk of seizures restricts their independence
(some states refuse driver's licenses to people
with a disorder) and recreational activities.

People with a seizure disorder are at special
risk for two life-threatening conditions: status
epilepticus and sudden unexplained death.

Most women with a seizure disorder can
become pregnant, but they should discuss their
condition and the medications they are taking
with their doctors. Women with the condition
have a 90 percent or better chance of having a
normal, healthy baby.
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They kill with a venomous sting.
Unfortunately, this fact was once again
realized when an elderly resident of
Dougherty County, Georgia was
attacked in October 2010 by a swarm
of bees. Scientists determined that the
type of bees involved in that attack was
the AHBs.

In 1956, a sample of African Honey
Bees was transported from Southern
Africa to Brazil so that scientists could
try to develop a honey bee that would
better adapt to the tropical climate.
Some of the African Honey Bees
escaped and began breeding with the
Brazilian Honey Bees. Since 1957,
these aggressive hybrid bees have been
migrating to other regions of South

and North America. The first swarm of
AHBs documented in the United States
was in Hidalgo, TX during the year
1990.  Today, almost 20 years later, the
AHBs have been confirmed in TX,
NM, CA, NV, UT, LA, OK, AR, FL,
and most recently in GA. 

The formidable AHBs became
known as "Killer Bees" because of
their un-relentless attacks on humans
and animals. Bees tend to attack dark
objects, such as clothing or hair. The
AHBs are more dangerous than other
types of bees because they are easily
provoked and quick to swarm. They
also attack in greater numbers and
chase victims for longer distances. The
AHB colony also remains agitated
longer and may continue to attack up
to a quarter of a mile from the hive.
AHB attacks often lead to severe

injuries or death since the bees attack
in large numbers.

The venom is toxic to blood and
nerves. Allergic reactions to insect
stings are either systemic or local.
Systemic allergic reactions involve the
entire body. The onset of these symp-
toms is rapid, usually within two to
three minutes. Symptoms include
dizziness, hypotension, difficulty
breathing, wheezing, tightness in
throat, hoarseness, loss of conscious-
ness, and hives. The anaphylactic
response to Hymenoptera stings is life-
threatening and includes cardiovascu-
lar collapse, bronchospasm, diarrhea,
and hives. In fact, these insects kill
more Americans annually than snakes
because of anaphylactic reactions.

Allergic persons should make every
effort to avoid contact with these

insects by wearing shoes when out-
doors, dressing in pale colors, and
avoiding the use of fragrances when
hiking or working around abandoned
cars and buildings. It would also be
wise to keep epinephrine (Epi-Pen)
readily available for immediate use in
the unfortunate case of a sting. Allergic
persons should also be knowledgeable
of the early signs of a generalized reac-
tion as well as how to administer emer-
gency treatment. An emergency self-
treatment kit, containing a syringe pre-
loaded with epinephrine, should be in
the pockets of allergic individuals.

While it is more likely for people to
be struck by lightning than to die from
a bee attack, we all should take the
necessary precautions to be prepared
for such an unfortunate event.

A Deadly Swarm: Africanized "Killer" Honey Bees

By Rachael Rettner,
MyHealthNewsDaily Staff Writer

The sexually transmitted disease
gonorrhea is increasingly developing
resistance to all of the antibiotics we
have to treat it in the United States,
researchers warn.

In 2009, nearly a quarter of strains
tested in a nationwide surveillance
project of gonorrhea were resistant to
penicillin, tetracycline, fluoro-
quinolones, or a combination of these
antibiotics that are typically used to
treat the STD. And early data from
2010 indicate resistance to another
type of antibiotic, cephalosporin, is
emerging. That's concerning because
cephalosporins are the only class of
antibiotic left that doctors recommend
to treat the disease. 

"This may be the harbinger of things
to come," Dr. Kimberly Workowski, of
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention Division of STD
Prevention, said of the early 2010 data.
"The resistance may be getting worse,"

Workowski told MyHealthNewsDaily.
If resistance to cephalosporins

develops, gonorrhea could develop
into a superbug, and have a catastroph-
ic effect on our ability to control the
disease in the country, researchers say.
A superbug is a strain of bacteria that
has become resistant to antibiotics and
is very difficult to kill. Other examples
of superbugs include methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus
(MRSA ) and some strains of tubercu-
losis.

Experts are working on strategies to
prevent antibiotic resistance, including
treating the disease with several antibi-
otics at once. They also advocate pro-
tected sex and STD screening as ways
to reduce the acquisition of gonorrhea.

Emerging antibiotic resistance
Gonorrhea is caused by the bacteri-

um Neisseria gonorrhea and is spread
through sexual activity. Individuals
with gonorrhea often show no symp-
toms, but the disease can lead to seri-
ous complications, including infertility

and chronic pelvic pain in women, and
in men epididymitis, a painful condi-
tion of the ducts attached to the testi-
cles that may cause infertility if left
untreated, according to the CDC. If the
bacteria spread to the blood or joints,
the condition can be life-threatening,
the CDC says.

More than 301,174 cases of gonor-
rhea were reported to the CDC in
2009, though the agency estimates
more than 700,000 people become
infected with the disease each year in
the United States. It is the second most
common infectious disease that is
required to be reported to the U.S. gov-
ernment.

Since the 1970s, the bacteria have
become resistant to traditional antibi-
otics, including penicillin and tetracy-
cline. In 1991, resistance to fluoro-
quinolone started to emerge.
Researchers don't recommend treat-
ment with these antibiotics now
because, once a bacterium has devel-
oped resistance to a drug, that resist-

ance can quickly develop again.
Researchers are seeing the emer-

gence of gonorrhea that's resistant to
cephalosporin in South East Asia.
Typically, resistant strains from that
part of the world migrate over to the
U.S., and then spread from West to
East, Workowski said.

"The concern is that history tends to
repeat itself," Workowski said. "It's
following the same pattern that's hap-
pened before."

How to prevent resistance
To prevent the emergence of

cephalosporin resistance, the CDC is
now recommending the disease be
treated with an injectable form of
cephalosporin as well as another type
of antibiotic, such as azithromycin or
doxycycline.

The CDC, in collaboration with the
National Institutes of Health, is also
working to identify other drugs that
might be used to treat gonorrhea cost-
effectively, including drugs that target
the bacteria in different stages of the

life cycle, Workowski said.
The organization is also working to

develop a response plan in case of an
outbreak, Workowski said.

Pass it on: Gonorrhea could become
a lot harder to treat if the bacteria that
cause the disease develop resistance
the last class of antibiotics we have to
combat it.

Is Sexually Transmitted Gonorrhea Becoming a 'Superbug'? 

Robert V. Glover, JR.,
M.D., F.A.C.C.
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Albany, Ga 31701

(229) 432-1818
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Office Hours 
By Appointment

Have you had a Check-up Lately? 
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to schedule an Appointment!

What Is a Seizure Disorder?
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By Laura Hagans Smith
In 1995, while incarcerated for 11 months at

the Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora,
NY Tupac wrote a screenplay, Live 2 Tell. That
script has finally been bought and will see the
light of day thanks to production from NStar
Studios and a budget of $11 million.

The production team includes Preston Holmes
and Ivan Juzang who also produced the biopic,
Tupac: Resurrection, Dwight Williams, director
of Hustle and Flow and Afeni Shakur, Tupac's
mother. And directing it will be Antoine Fuqua of
Training Day.

Live 2 Tell follows a young drug dealer as he
attempts to leave the game behind him. Although
Tupac acted in several movies, including Poetic
Justice and Juice (which is currently being
remade by Soulja Boy), this will be the first he's
written. NStar hopes to start production in early
2012. The completion of the film is far off, but
that only leaves time to let the anticipation build.

By Laura Hagans Smith, Bet.com 
Quentin Tarantino just finished his newest

screenplay, a spaghetti Western called Django
Unchained. And, according to the Hollywood
Reporter he wants Will Smith to play one of the
lead roles, as a freed slave, Django, searching for
his wife, who's still enslaved. Django's helped by
a German bounty hunter (rumored to be played
by Christoph Waltz) and together they go up
against a plantation owner and his Uncle Tom
sidekick (maybe Samuel L. Jackson). 

Tarantino has never been known for racial sen-
sitivity in his movies. Handling slavery, black
love through physical and legal boundaries and
general race relations in the South through a
Western lense sounds like an extremely difficult
feat for any director to tackle. However, if any
actor could bring experience and dignity to the
role, it would be Will Smith.

In the past people such as Spike Lee have chal-
lenged Tarantino's excessive use of the n-word. In
an interview in Variety Lee said:

"I'm not against the word, and I use it, but not
excessively. And some people speak that way.
But, Quentin is infatuated with that word."

Django Unchained is sure to be a movie where

the n-word is used with reckless abandon.
Infatuation? Maybe. But is Will Smith up for the
job? Shooting is set to begin in the fall, so maybe
decisions will be made soon.
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By Starr Rhett, Bet.com 
1. Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is obviously a great time to

spend with your family, so brunch and a movie
would be appropriate. In Jumping The Broom,
you will see parts of a mom you know in Loretta
Divine's and Angela Basset’s respective charac-
ters. My boyfriend and I cracked up at Divine's
many one-liners (Devine's character was similar
to his mom, where my mom was a little more
Angela Bassett, who was considered bougie). It's
an all-around relatable film for you and the fami-
ly.

2. Get a Fun History Lesson
Black history is every day, and seeing Jumping

the Broom, for some people, is a great way to
learn something new. The idea of jumping the
broom is a part of African-American culture that
stems from slavery. Slaves were not allowed to
legally recognize their unions, thus they literally
jumped over brooms to signify official matrimo-
ny. I took for granted how many people didn’t
know what jumping the broom was until this
film.

3. Laz Alonso
One, the man is fine. But superficial elements

aside, this is his first real movie role as a leading
man and he definitely delivered. This film has the
potential to skyrocket his career to official lead-
ing man status along the lines of Denzel
Washington. Hopefully, Hollywood power play-
ers play their cards right—as long as you support
it and show them what you want to see!

4. Quality Film
I wanted to say “quality Black film,” which it

is.  On the other hand, everyone can enjoy it, even
those who aren’t familiar with African-American
culture. And to the folks who complain about the
lack of quality Black films—support this movie
because Jumping the Broom is the best Black
wedding flick since The Best Man.

5. Good Alternative to Thor
Thor is in theaters today. The comic book

action isn’t everyone’s idea of a good time.
Jumping the Broom is more appropriate for the
whole family and it‘s a great conversation-starter.
After seeing this movie, you will be at the dinner
table debating "what ifs" with your family. You’ll
wonder how your relatives would behave in that
situation—it’s probably better to talk it out before
the drama comes!

Five Reasons to See Jumping
the Broom This Weekend 

Hillary Crosley
Whitney Houston and Chaka Khan told Prince

a little something this week -- in front of an audi-
ence.

The two divas took the stage to the delight of
the Angeleno crowd during Prince's concert on
Thursday (May 5) at The Forum and sang Khan's
hit "Tell Me Something Good." While the man
known for his heels didn't join the pair in song, he
did man the bass.

Along with Khan and Houston, Sheila E, balle-
rina Misty Copeland, Gwen Stefani and husband
Gavin Rossdale, Christina Milian, Kirstie Alley
and more have either performed or cut a rug
alongside the Minneapolis native during his
Welcome 2 America tour.

Now, his purpleness is hosting an extended leg
of his national run at Inglewood, California's
classic venue, The Forum. He hopes his stay will
raise funds to save the aging building, which for- merly housed the Lakers during the Ervin

"Magic" Johnson era.

Whitney Houston, Chaka Khan
Join Prince in Los Angeles 

Jumpin the Broom cast

Tupac

Will Smith

By Brooklyne Gipson, Bet.com 
Lil Wayne is calling in the reinforcements. As

previously reported, the Young Money general,
pushed the due date of his highly anticipated Tha
Carter IV to June in order to fine-tune a few
things. Apparently one of those things is a single
with superproducer Jim Jonsin. 

The Jonsin-produced “Lollipop” off the
Grammy Award–winning Tha Carter III was
Weezy’s most commercially successful single to
date, and it seems Wayne is looking to repeat that
formula. 

Jonsin went on record with rap-up.com to talk
about the upcoming single.

“It’s got similarities to ‘Lollipop,’” Jonson said
in the interview. “It’s just a little slower, and it
has similar sounds in it, so people may relate it to
the step-brother of ‘Lollipop.’ It also [got] com-
pletely different melodies and chords.” 

As of now the track is still unfinished. Pitbull
(who helped write the song) is on the record but
may not be on the final version. Tentative titles
for the single include “Blows My Brains” or
“She’s Always in My Head.”

Tha Carter IV is expected to drop June 21.

Lil Wayne's New Carter
IV Single Nears Release

Lil Wayne

Prince

By BET-Staff
Superproducer Timbaland and rap icon Jay-Z

could be in hot water after a federal judge’s rul-
ing on Tuesday has left them open to a lawsuit.
The frequent collaborators are being targeted
because their 2000 smash "Big Pimpin'" used a
sample from an Egyptian film score that may not
have been properly cleared.

The musician Baligh Hamdy composed
“Khosra, Khosra,” the sampled song, and its
rights were inherited by his four children.
Although Timbaland and Jay-Z did obtain per-
mission to reproduce and perform the song,
Hamdy's children are arguing that they did not
have the necessary rights for sampling and loop-
ing. Though a claim has not yet been filed against
the hip hop luminaries, Tuesday's ruling supports
the Hamdy's basic premise. Exactly how much is
at stake over the hit song remains to be seen.

Pimpin' ain't easy.

Jay-Z and Timbaland
May Face Lawsuit 

Superproducer Timbaland and rap icon Jay-Z

Tupac's Movie in the Works 
The iconic rapper's screenplay was written while incarcerated.

Will Smith Asked to Play Freed
Slave in a Quentin Tarantino Flick 



Members of the ASHS Jazz
Band gave up a day of Spring
Break to participate in the 33rd
Annual Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College Jazz
Festival. They were one of 15
bands from across the state
who spent the day performing
and listening to other perform-
ing groups. The students also

participated in a Jazz Clinic by
the famous arranger and jazz
educator Victor Goines. Mr
Goines is the Director of Jazz
Studies at Northwestern
University in Chicago as well
as a member of the Jazz at
Lincoln Center Orchestra. He
answered questions and
demonstrated numerous tech-
niques on Jazz improvisation
and practice habits. In addition

to performing and listening to
an outstanding high school jazz
musicians they were also given
free tickets to attend the per-
formance of the ABAC Jazz
Band with Victor Goines. It
was a great opportunity for the
students to listen to a variety of
performing groups throughout
the day and the students came
home with a greater passion
for Jazz music. 

The Americus Sumter FFA
Alumni will proudly present a
hand-crafted wooden chest to
be used to raise money for the
Georgia FFA Foundation as
part of the annual Georgia FFA
Alumni silent auction held dur-
ing the State FFA Convention
in Macon , Georgia on April
28-30, 2011.

The Americus Sumter FFA
Alumni has grown over the
years to include many parents
and avid supporters of agricul-
ture and students in the agri-
culture education program at
Americus Sumter High School
.  Mr. Jimmy Wyatt has been
President of the FFA Alumni
this year and has spent many

hours assisting in specialized
ag mechanics labs, and land
judging, as well as natural
resource management competi-
tions.  Jimmy decided to make
a contribution on the state level
and began working on the
hand-crafted chest early in the
school year.  The chest has
been hand-etched with the
National FFA Emblem on the
front panel. It has 2 built-in
drawers, and is felt lined.  It’s
a one of a kind piece of art! 

“I’ve been blessed to have
such a fine FFA Alumni affili-
ate to help me throughout the
year. We work to expand
opportunities for the students
who are involved in the agri-
culture education program
here. The Americus-Sumter
FFA has the support of so

many people throughout
Sumter County . Mr. Jimmy
has been a real asset to our
program goals and the many
accomplishments this year,”
said Mr. Eric Dixon, the
Americus Sumter High School
FFA advisor.  

FFA is a national organiza-
tion of over 449,000 members
preparing for leadership and
careers in the science, business
and technology of agriculture.
FFA is an integral part of the
agricultural education program
in public schools.  The FFA
mission is to make a positive
difference in the lives of stu-
dents by developing their
potential for premier leader-
ship, personal growth and
career success through agricul-
tural education.
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What do you want from your bank?
A variety of products and services to choose from - giving you the

opportunity to make adjustments as your financial position
changes.

And then there’s service. You want to be treated 
like a person not a series of numbers.

Your wants are here with Capitol City Bank & Trust Company-
competitve products and quality service. For many years we have
been establishing service - oriented branches and strngthening out
foundation. Our Foundation includes enhanced banking services
for out customers. At Caoitol City Bank & Trust our Customer

Service Representatives believe and know that without quality
service a bank has no future. We bring out devotion to the

communties we serve. Control your relationship with Capitol
City Bank & Trust Company for the reason that - Now You

Have A Choice.

“ We Are Building A Legacy To Bank On”

Banking Solutions for Your New Beginning with People Who Care
Ten Years of Solid Banking.

Now 
You Have A

Choice

CAPITOL CITY BANK
T R U S T C O M A N Y

&

Main Office Branch
562 Lee Street, Atlanta. GA 30310 

Mon-Thurs: 9AM-4PM Fri: 9AM-6PM Sat: 9AM-1PM 
404 752-6067 

Albany Branch 
301 West Oglethorpe Blvd., Albany, GA 31701 

Mon-Thurs: 9AM-4PM Fri: 9AM-6PM Sat: 9AM-1PM
229 420-4557 

Cascade Branch 
2358 Cascade Road, Atlanta, GA 30311 

Mon-Thurs: 9AM-4PM Fri: 9AM-6PM Sat: CLOSED 
404 755-4254 

Hartsfield - Jackson International Airport Branch 
2000 Terminal Rd., Atrium, Suite S-4, Atlanta, GA 30320 

Mon-Fri: 9AM-6PM Sat: 9AM-1PM Sun: 2PM-6PM 
404766-8111

Augusta Branch 
1268 Broad St.,  Augusta, GA 30901 

Mon-Thurs: 9AM-4PM Fri: 9AM-6PM Sat: 9AM-12PM
706 432-0537 

Stone Mountain Branch 
5674 Memorial Dr., Stone Mountain, GA 30083 

Mon-Thurs: 9AM-4PM Fri: 9AM-6PM Sat: 9AM-1PM 
404 298-7711

Savannah Branch 
339 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Savannah, GA 31401
Mon-Thurs: 9AM-4PM Fri: 9AM-6PM Sat: 9AM-12PM

912 232-9670 

Shown are FFA members and adult advisors. From left, Ciara Paul, Rose McKinney, Amanda
Findley, Susan White, FFAAdvisor- Mr. Eric Dixeon, FFAAlumni President - Mr. Jimmy Wyatt,
Oscar Chavira, Donna Whatt, Patti Ingle, Chris Harper and Travis Drake.
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ASHS JAZZ BAND PERFORMS AT
33RD ANNUAL ABAC JAZZ FESTIVAL

Americus-Sumter High South FFAAlumni
Contribute to Foundation Auction
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SPORSPORTSTS
WITH THE FIRST OVERALL PICK IN THE 2011 DRAFT........

Guard Kobe Bryant #24 of the Los Angeles
Lakers wipes his face during play against the
Dallas Mavericks in Game Four of the Western
Conference Semifinals during the 2011 NBA
Playoffs on May 8, 2011 at American Airlines
Center in Dallas, (Getty Images) 

LeBron James #6 of the Miami Heat reacts to a
call in the first half against the Boston Celtics in
Game Four of the Eastern Conference
Semifinals in the 2011 NBA Playoffs on May 9,
2011 at the TD Garden in Boston,
Massachusetts. (Getty Images) 

Zach Randolph #50 of the Memphis Grizzlies
has a few words with James Harden #13 of the
Oklahoma City Thunder in Game Three of the
Western Conference Semifinals in the 2011
NBA Playoffs at FedExForum on May 7, 2011 in
Memphis, Tennessee.  (Getty Images) 

Derrick Rose #1 of the Chicago Bulls is trapped
by Jeff Teague #0 and Jason Collins #34 of the
Atlanta Hawks in Game Five of the Eastern
Conference Semifinals in the 2011 NBA
Playoffs at the United Center on May 10, 2011
in Chicago, Illinois.  (Getty Images) 

Cam Newton, #1 overall pick
by the Carolina Panthers holds
up a jersey on stage after he
was picked during the 2011
NFL Draft at Radio City
Music Hall on April 28, 2011
in New York City. 
(Getty Images) 

Von Miller, #2 overall pick by
the Denver Broncos holds up a
jersey on stage during the
2011 NFL Draft at Radio City
Music Hall on April 28, 2011
in New York City. 
(Getty Images) 

NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell poses for a photo with
Marcell Dareus, #3 overall
pick by the Buffalo Bills, as
Dareus holds up a jersey dur-
ing the 2011 NFL Draft at
Radio City Music Hall on
April 28, 2011 in New York
City.   (Getty Images) 

A.J. Green, #4 overall pick by
the Cincinnati Bengals, holds
up a jersey after he was draft-
ed during the 2011 NFL Draft
at Radio City Music Hall on
April 28, 2011 in New York
City. (Getty Images) 

Patrick Peterson, #5 overall
pick by the Arizona Cardinals,
holds up his jersey on stage
during the 2011 NFL Draft at
Radio City Music Hall on
April 28, 2011 in New York
City.  (Getty Images) 

Julio Jones, #6 overall pick by
the Atlanta Falcons, holds up a
jersey on stage during the
2011 NFL Draft at Radio City
Music Hall on April 28, 2011
in New York City. 
(Getty Images) 

Join NAACP Today

This year's NBA playoffs
have been nothing short of
spectacular and teen-sports
reporter Waseem Marshall has
been keeping up with them all
the way.

An Ugly Exit for the Lakers
No one saw it coming - not

even the biggest haters of the
Los Angels Lakers. 

The biggest news of this
year's playoffs - if not that of
the last decade -has to be the
Western semi-conference
sweep by the Dallas Mavericks'
over the Lakers. It was mind-
boggling to many, but not to 14-
year-old Waseem.

"Dallas just wanted it more
and the Lakers took the series
for granted," Waseem said.

And by the time the Lakers
realized what was happening, it
was too late.

"I thought the Lakers might
have won game 4 but maybe
they just waited too long to start
trying," Waseem said.

And the game ended ugly for
the Lakers, said Waseem, and
he wasn't just talking about the
122-86 romp. There was the
cheap shot that Lamar Odom
laid on Dirk Nowitzki and then
the elbow center Andrew
Bynum plowed into a driving
J.J. Barea on a layup attempt.

"It seemed to be a lot of frus-
tration," Waseem said. "They

should have just taken the loss."
Waseem said he's not sure if

the Lakers will clean house for
next season as a lot of sport ana-
lysts have been predicting or
suggesting.

"They have a good starting 5
and 6th man of the year,"
Waseem said.

Will the Heat prove
Waseem wrong? 

After The Great Decision and
LeBron and Bosh landed in
South Florida for this regular
season to join Duane Wade, the
Miami Heat are getting closer
to the Eastern finals. In an inter-
view, before the Boston Celtics
went down 3-1 in game 4 of the
semi finals, Waseem was pretty
sure the Celtics were going to
win the series but this time he
missed it.

Will Memphis KO OKC
Game 4 between the

Oklahoma City Thunder and
the Memphis Grizzlies ended in
a triple overtime thriller
Monday, knotting the Western
Conference semifinals series at
2 apiece. 

The Thunder fought back
from the brink of being down 3-
1 by withstanding two
Memphis' three-pointers by
guard Mike Conley at the end
of regulation and rookie guard
Grieves Vasquez with seconds
left in the first overtime period. 

In the end and behind Russell
Westbrook 40 points and Kevin
Durant's 35 - the Thunder won
133-123 to tie the series instead. 

But, Waseem said he has
Memphis on this one.

"They are young and play
real hard," said Waseem. "They
seem to be a real good team.

Slowing Down the Bull
Derrick Rose scored 33

points to lead the Chicago Bulls
past the Atlanta Hawks Tuesday
night, 95-83 in Game 5 of the
Eastern Conference semifinals -
grabbing a 3-2 lead.

Chicago is one win from its
first conference finals appear-
ance since 1998, when Michael
Jordan and Bulls teammates
wrapped up their second cham-
pionship three-peat.

But Waseem said Atlanta still
has a chance.

"Atlanta could still beat
them; all they have to do is slow
down Rose." 

Waseem on Sports

Waseem Marshall, 14-year-
old, Sports Analyst.

(R-L) Manny Pacquiao of the Philippines connects with a right to the head of Shane Mosley in
the WBO welterweight title fight at MGM Grand Garden Arena on May 7, 2011 in Las Vegas,
Nevada.   (Getty Images) 

MILLARD K. IVES

Staff Writer



higher-ups hadn’t been subject-
ed to harsh techniques, could
they still have been led to
cooperate with their question-
ers? Would they still have dis-
sembled, tellingly, when asked
about the courier who eventu-
ally led us to bin Laden? 

I believe the odds are quite
good that the CIA would have
gotten onto al-Kuwaiti’s trail
somehow or other. But I can’t
be certain — just as those who
defend torture and coercive
interrogation can’t be sure that
these odious methods made the
daring and successful raid pos-
sible.

What I do know is that tor-
ture is a violation of U.S. and
international law — and a

betrayal of everything this
country stands for. The killing
of bin Laden resulted from
brilliant intelligence work, for
which both the Bush and
Obama administrations deserve
our thanks and praise. 

There’s plenty of credit to go
around — but not for torture.
We should celebrate the victo-
ry of cherished American val-
ues, not their temporary aban-
donment. 

TORTURE
CONTINUED FROM 3A
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BIBLEWAY FELLOWSHIP CENTER (Pastor Johnie L. Evans), Leslie

Pastor's Appreciation:  Sunday, May 15that 12 noon

The Pastor's Appreciation services will be held.  The speaker of the hour is Prophet Michael
Kinnebrew of Lincolnton, Georgia.  Dinner will be served.  All are welcome to attend.

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH (Pastor Melvin McCluster), Americus

Revival Services:  May 15th - May 19th 

Sunday, May 15th
Rev. Melvin McCluster will deliver the message.

Monday, May 16th - Thursday, May 19th 
Rev. Michael Edge of Williams Grove Baptist Church in Ellaville, Georgia will be the guest

speaker.  Local church choirs have been invited.  For more information, call 924-2700.

ONE ARK WOMEN'S MINISTRIES (Rev. Dr. Adrienne Beach-Duncan)

Women's Conference:  Friday, May 13th at 6 pm

One Ark Women's Ministries is hosting its first annual Women's Conference.  The keynote
speaker is Evangelist Mary Ross.  The theme is "Women of Courage and Strength Embrace

Their Faith."  An advanced registration is required with a donation of $10 per person.  The cost
covers materials and supper, which is served from 5:45 pm - 6:30 pm.  Come and be blessed by

this dynamic speaker.  Contact Dr. Duncan at 478-472-9511 for more information.

RESTORATION CHURCH (Pastor George F. Edge), Americus

Women's Day Program:  Sunday, May 29th

The Restoration Church of Americus Women's Ministry will host its 1st Annual Women's Day
Program.  The speaker will be Dr. Thomasyne Petty Faulkner of Chosen Messenger Ministries

in Detroit, Michigan.  The theme is "Women Empowered to Serve" based upon Luke 1:45.

5th Church Anniversary Events:  June 12thand June 14th - 16th and June 18th

Sunday, June 12th
Family and Friends Day with Pastor George F. Edge as the speaker

Tuesday, June 14th - Thursday, June 16th at 7:30 pm nightly
The speaker will be Bishop Q. S. Caldwell of Joy Temple in Lenox, Georgia.

Saturday, June 18th at 6:00 pm
The speaker will be Bishop J. Nathan Paige of Victorious Life in Albany, Georgia.

ZION HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH (Pastor George F. Monts), Sumter City

Annual Youth Revival:  Tuesday, June 15th - Thursday, June 17th at 7 pm
Pastor Terrell Carter will be the guest speaker. 

Annual Choir Day:  Sunday, June 19th at 11 am

Zion City:  Beautiful Lots
Down Payment Funds Available For Purchasing Your Home

Housing Counseling Available-We Care Alliance Housing, Inc. 
For more information, call Cassandra Miller at 229/483-5195.

www.zionhopeoutreach.org 

Please submit June church/ministry calendar events to adoates731@yahoo.com.  Thank you.
Please send your email address to be added to our contacts listing.

Christian Community Calendar

friendship. It is possible for
someone to be a close friend
and even marry someone under
false pretences, only later to be
found guilty of deceit, duplici-
ty and unfaithfulness. Many
married couples, who may
seem “happily married” from
the outside, shock their unsus-
pecting neighbors by filing for
divorce based on the grounds
of cruelty (having inflicted
unnecessary emotional or
physical pain) and adultery, all
of which the neighbors knew
nothing about.

But now for the troubling
reality: TSRv2 allows us
unprecedented access to the
private confessions of Jewish
scholars and rabbis about their
strategy of using the Black
man and woman as scapegoats
for their own economic and
political advancement. This
history is profoundly disturb-
ing and begins long before
Blacks were brought forcibly
into America. The medieval
rabbis, seeking to validate their
increasing focus on Africa as a
source for slaves, invented the
“Curse of Ham,” which scape-
goated ALL Blacks for ALL
worldly sins and targeted
Africans for exploitation
forevermore. And that only
started the racist process.
Rabbi and historian Dr.
Bertram W. Korn explained
that “many Southern Jews
believed slavery to be indis-
pensable to their happiness and
security.” According to Korn,

“[T]he road to social and eco-
nomic advancement and
acceptance” for the Jews “was
made easier by the institution
of slavery.”

Both White Gentiles and
Jews know the importance of a
secure environment for the
development of capital within
a capitalist system, of which
America is the greatest pro-
moter and example. After 1865
Blacks thought that they were
free and full citizens of the
United States. And for a while,
as long as the North kept
troops in the South, Blacks
exercised a measure of free-
dom and economic mobility.
They even established 60
“Black Towns” in the South
and bought millions of acres of
farm land. However, according
to TSRv2, there was a Jewish
congressman from Louisiana
named William M. Levy who
on March 1, 1877 persuaded
the U.S. Congress to remove
the troops from the South and
let the Southern Whites have
their way with the defenseless
Blacks. By enacting these
Black Codes both Gentile and
Jew intended to thwart any
economic development by
their former slaves.

A set of these Black Codes
taken together basically elimi-
nated Black people from legal-
ly owning land and going into
any other type of business.
Contracts could be voided just
because you were Black. How
can you do business where
anyone at anytime can void his
contract with you? According
to another code you could not
even take Whites to court, and
in some states you could not

even own a gun to protect
yourself, your family and your
property. Another code made it
illegal to sell anything that
White folk did not want you to
sell. Therefore, if a Black per-
son wanted to participate in
normal business relationships
in this capitalist country, he
had to do it at his own risk and
therefore become an “outlaw”
for doing the same thing that
was legal for Whites.

Now, if we couple this with
other information documented
in TSRv2 about how the
Southern Jews grew from ped-
dlers to store owners to
bankers, then we can see that
the Black Codes made it com-
pletely illegal for Blacks to
move up that economic ladder
of capitalism. And on pages
258-59 of the book (2d ed.) it
is pointed out that these so-
called Jews followed Blacks
around as peddlers and grew
rich, whereas laws in states
like South Carolina prohibited
Blacks from “vending, barter-
ing or peddling any articles or
commodities.” Jewish historian
Lee Shai Weissbach found that
“the prospect of opening a
store with very little capital
was enhanced by the presence
of a large African-American
population that seemed to offer
a ready customer base for
Jewish entrepreneurs.”
According to Elliott
Ashkenazi, “The novelty of the
American South was the
chance to make a lot more
money from traditional Jewish
occupations concerned with
storekeeping and general mer-
cantile activity.” We could only
be consumers.

DIVORCE
CONTINUED FROM 3A

By Brande Victorian 
If I had a dollar for every time a

black man made a comment along the
lines of, “That’s why I date white
women,” or, “If black women keep it
up, I’m going to start dating white
girls,” I could probably retire at 30.
But with the influx of women toting
similar statements about how and why
white women are “winning,” I might
be able to reduce that number to 29.

I was over on the site Madame
Noire (Bossip’s sister site) the other
day when I came across the article,
White Women Are #Winning, Step
Your Game Up, based on a similarly
titled article published in UPTOWN
Magazine, Love: Why White Women
Are Winning. Both articles address
black women’s perceived attitudes,
unwillingness to cater to our men,
declining value in the institution of
marriage, hesitation to date interra-
cially, and lack of expectation for
finding a man—basically stating
white women are our polar opposites
and are therefore not unlucky in love
as we are.

Now if you truly feel that you need
insight into some possible reasons to
explain why you are single (in case
you haven’t heard enough already),
then, by all means, take heed to the
advice presented, as that is not neces-

sarily where the problem lies. The
issue is the fact that black women
have jumped on the “white women
are better because of x,y,z” bandwag-
on.

My first thought when I saw the
article was that this was a case of irre-
sponsible publishing. Why, as web-
sites and magazines that are supposed
to be a service to black people, and
black women in particular, would you
publish something that places white
women on a pedestal? None of the
character traits mentioned in the arti-
cle are true of all white women, just
as not all of the negative stereotypes
that are perceived to be holding black
women back from finding their mate
are true. Could either author not have
written (another) article simply high-
lighting characteristics of women in
effective relationships/marriages? It’s
articles like these pitting black and
white women against one another as
two entirely different species that
have the potential to revive black
women’s ill feelings toward black
men dating interracially—although
we’ve been told time and time again
to get over it or join the movement.

I think there is something inherent-
ly dangerous about making these sorts
of comparisons. It’s not enough that
blond hair and blue eyes are revered

as the ideal standard of beauty by
society as a whole, and that some
black men will gladly step up and let
everyone know why they prefer white
women to loud, ghetto, hyper-inde-
pendent black women, but now black
women are telling one another to look
up to white women as examples of
how to be successful in relationships.
What message are we sending our-
selves when we make statements like,
“white women are winning,” which
implies we are losing?

It’s no wonder, as the UPTOWN

author mentions, some younger gen-
erations believe that marriage is for
white people. Maybe it’s because
we’re propping up white women to
black men and telling black women,
you’re not her and the only way to
have what she has is to be like her.
This is not to say that the underlying
principles of the article may not be
useful (or that this is just a case of a
black woman not wanting to hear
what she needs to hear), but what is
not helpful is reinforcing stereotypes
within and outside of the black com-
munity that make black women feel
inferior.

It is sort of amusing when we think
about how perming ones hair or wear-
ing a weave are signs of self-hatred
and conforming to white standards of
beauty, but it’s ok to conform to white
standards of love. There are times
when I think black people can over-
complicate issues of love and mar-
riage, but articles like these remind
me of just how complex our relation-
ships are.

You can’t outright compare white
and black women’s approaches to
love no more than you can compare
white and black men’s. I hate to intro-
duce my own stereotypes here, but
traditionally white girls are brought
up to be someone’s princess and

white men are groomed to provide
financial stability for his family.
Black women on the other hand may
be told to provide for themselves
because it’s not likely that someone
else will do so, and black men may be
told to watch out for goldiggers.
These are huge differences in
upbringing that black men and
women don’t just leave at the door
when they get googly-eyed for some-
one else. These beliefs affect the way
we approach dating and it’s unfair to
suggest either gender (although black
women are the target) can easily drop
this baggage and subscribe to the
mainstream (white) school of think-
ing.

Personally, it’s a slap in the face
whenever a black male counterpart
makes explicit overgeneralizations
about why he prefers white women to
black women, but it’s an even bigger
slap for black women to reinforce
these notions ourselves. We have to
be careful about the ideas we’re put-
ting out into society. We’ve already
opened a can of worms publicizing
the plight of the single, educated
black woman who can’t find a man,
let’s not add putting white women on
an even bigger pedestal as well.

Black Women Are Drinking the Kool-Aid



By RACHEL BECK, Huffington
Post  

NEW YORK -- In the boardroom,
it's as if the Great Recession never
happened.

CEOs at the nation's largest compa-
nies were paid better last year than
they were in 2007, when the economy
was booming, the stock market set a
record high and unemployment was
roughly half what it is today.

The typical pay package for the
head of a company in the Standard &
Poor's 500 was $9 million in 2010,
according to an analysis by The
Associated Press using data provided
by Equilar, an executive compensa-
tion research firm. That was 24 per-
cent higher than a year earlier, revers-
ing two years of declines.

Executives were showered with
more pay of all types – salaries,
bonuses, stock, options and perks.
The biggest gains came in cash
bonuses: Two-thirds of executives got
a bigger one than they had in 2009,
some more than three times as big.

CEOs were rewarded because cor-
porate profits soared in 2010 as the
economy gradually got stronger and
companies continued to cut costs.
Profit for the companies in the AP

analysis rose 41 percent last year.
The stock market also continued its

climb. Stocks rose 13 percent in 2010
and have now almost doubled since
March 2009. The market's two-year
run has fattened executive bonuses
because some CEOs are rewarded for
how the company's stock does.

Separately, the bull market has left
CEOs enormous paper gains on stock
and options they were granted as part
of pay packages in 2009 and 2010.
They are already worth $6.3 billion,
68 percent more than the companies
thought they would be worth over the
lifetime of the grants.

The AP used the Equilar data to
analyze CEO pay packages at 334
companies in the S&P 500 that had
filed statements with federal regula-
tors through April 29. Pay was ana-
lyzed at companies that had the same
CEO in both 2009 and 2010. The AP's
analysis is the most comprehensive of
2010 compensation.

Among the other findings in the AP
analysis:

_ The highest-paid CEO in 2010
was Philippe Dauman of Viacom, the
entertainment company that owns
MTV, Nickelodeon and Paramount
Pictures. He received a pay package

valued at $84.5 million, two and a
half times what he made the year
before. He signed a contract in April
2010 that included stock and options
valued by the company at $54.2 mil-
lion when they were granted.

_ Six of the 10 best-paid CEOs
come from media or entertainment,
industries helped by a recovery in
advertising and innovations in digital

distribution. Besides Dauman, they
are Leslie Moonves of CBS, $56.9
million; David Zaslav of Discovery
Communications, $42.6 million;
Brian Roberts of Comcast, $31.1 mil-
lion; Robert Iger of Walt Disney, $28
million; and Jeff Bewkes of Time
Warner, $26.1 million.

_ The 10 highest-paid CEOs made
$440 million in 2010, a third more
than the top 10 made in 2009. Four
CEOs – Dauman, Moonves, Roberts
and Ray Irani of Occidental
Petroleum – were on the Top 10 list
both years.

To calculate CEO pay, the AP adds
an executive's salary, bonuses, perks,
any interest on deferred pay that's
above market interest rates, and the
value a company places on stock and
stock options awarded during the
year.

The median pay value of $9 mil-
lion, calculated by Equilar, is the mid-
point of the companies used in the AP
analysis; half of the CEOs made more
and half made less. In 2007, the medi-
an pay was $8.4 million. In 2008 it
was $7.6 million, and in 2009 it was
$7.2 million. The $9 million median
for 2010 is the highest since the AP
began the analysis in 2006.

The economy gradually improved
in 2010, the first full year of recovery
after the Great Recession. The private
sector added 1.2 million jobs after
losing 5 million in 2009. The unem-
ployment rate fell from 9.9 percent to
9.4 percent.

For companies that the AP ana-
lyzed, revenue grew about 12 percent,
according to data provider CapitalIQ.
That helped lift earnings, as did com-
panies' ability to hold down costs.
Companies could limit raises for
rank-and-file workers because of the
weak labor market.

The bigger profits helped push up
the typical cash bonus given to a CEO
by 39 percent in 2010, to $2 million,
according to Equilar. Some compa-
nies, including Ford and JPMorgan
Chase, didn't grant bonuses in 2009
but paid big sums last year as busi-
ness made a strong comeback from
the recession.

Companies analyzed by AP granted
their CEOs about $1.3 billion in stock
in 2010, up about $300 million from
the year before. They awarded stock
options worth $702 million, or about
$27 million more than the year
before.

By: Nsenga Burton | The
Root

Black Voices is reporting
that Democratic Party insiders
say the Democratic National
Committee awards few con-
tracts to companies controlled
by racial-minority groups,
despite repeated pledges to
increase business to such
firms. Instead Democratic
leaders claim progress by lean-
ing on a broader definition of
"minority contractors," which
includes white women, the dis-
abled and the gay community,
according to internal memos
and emails obtained by the
Huffington Post and corrobo-
rated by those insiders.

African-American
Democratic loyalists are

reportedly frustrated with the
party for failing to use its insti-
tutional finances to advance
the cause of fair racial represe-
nation in the lucrative business
politics. "There is no more
loyal group of voters to the
DNC than black people, and
yet they have done nothing to
ensure that that constituency is
able to participate fully in the
economic benefits of party
business," said a DNC mem-
ber, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

DNC leaders say while they
take such concerns seriously,
having launched a broad
review of the committee's hir-
ing practices, they have been
and remain committed to
diversity, as does the broader

party.
This strategy isn't new.

Defining diversity in such a
broad way allows companies,
governments and organizations
to get away with not hiring
black-owned businesses. While
blacks are at the forefront of
leading the fight for diversity,
often being scapegoated in the
process, other groups are ele-
vated financially and political-
ly, while remaining silent
about the lack of contracts
awarded to people of color.
The DNC convention will take
place in Charlotte in 2012,
where there is a strong, black
business community. Time will
tell how many vendors of color
will get contracts from the
organization.
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BUSINESSBUSINESS
CEO Pay Now Exceeds Pre-Recession Levels: Equilar

DNC Criticized for Awarding Few
Contracts to Minority-Owned Businesses

By KARI LYDERSEN, 
NY Times

Financial struggles forced
Brenda Williams to close the
small soul food restaurant she
had owned on the South Side
for six years. Aside from a
one-month stint on a construc-
tion site, she hasn’t been able
to find work in the four years
since. 

Last fall she applied at a
warehouse for airplane and
construction machinery parts.
She never heard back. But she
reapplied and had an interview
with the same company on
April 11, and now she has
good reason to be more hope-
ful. 

That’s because for the past
two months she has been
enrolled in a federally financed
job-training program at the
Greater West Town
Community Development
Project, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that places nearly all its
graduates in jobs. 

“I’ve had no income at all,”
she said. “But now that’s defi-
nitely going to change.” 

The free three-month pro-
gram offers courses in wood-
working and shipping and
receiving to about 100 jobless
Chicagoans each year. On the
day of her interview, Ms.
Williams deftly maneuvered a
forklift around the West Town
project’s mock warehouse,
practicing moving boxes of
iced coffee and pineapple
juice. 

Those running the program
had feared this could be one of
the last classes, because the
proposed federal budget for
2011 called for nearly elimi-
nating money for the
Workforce Investment Act,
which pays for much of
Greater West Town’s work. On

April 12, they learned that the
federal program was largely
spared, with only $182 million
cut instead of a proposed $3
billion. 

But Bill Leavy, Greater West
Town’s executive director, said
there wasn’t much time to cel-
ebrate. Congress is already
debating the 2012 budget, and
job-training programs have
been singled out for large cuts. 

The Greater West Town
project relies on the Workforce
Investment Act for more than
40 percent, about $470,000, of
its job-training money. Leavy
said that if his budget is sub-
stantially reduced next year,
the organization might have to
close the spacious training cen-
ter that it opened last fall in a
converted century-old enve-
lope factory on the West Side. 

The Workforce Investment
Act provides $5,000 grants to
individuals for job training and
pays for organizations to pro-
vide free training. The act also
finances private organizations
that run about 30 Chicago-area
centers where people can apply
for the individual training
grants. The National Able
Network sees 600 to 800 peo-
ple a day at its center in Pilsen,

according to Grace Jenkins, its
chief executive. It receives $6
million annually under the
Workforce Investment Act,
about half of which goes
directly to individual grants,
she said. 

Republicans in Congress
have said that multiple job-
training programs run by vari-
ous federal agencies are redun-
dant and lack accountability.
Job-training leaders say that
multiple programs are appro-
priate because job seekers have
differing backgrounds and
needs. 

Greater West Town serves
mainly hard-to-employ people
who lack high school diplomas
and often have criminal
records. But since the econom-
ic crisis began, many people
who have worked for decades
have also had a need for train-
ing.   

“We have a spike in people
with strong working histories
in manufacturing who have
been laid off,” said Guy
Loudon, executive director of
the Jane Addams Resource
Corporation, a community
development group. “Their
skills have become obsolete.” 

Cuts Are Threatening
Job-Training Efforts

Send announcements, weddings,
anniversaries, corrections, story

ideas and letters by the 25th of the
month at: obsvrj@bellsouth.net

CBC members hold press conference. (Getty Images)

Philippe Dauman of Viacom
received a pay package valued at
$84.5 million.
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or the West coast, even in the
South because soon the waters
will over-flood. Yes, the
Honorable Elijah Muhammad
said the people would be
pushed more toward the center
of the country.

Last Saviours' Day, February
28, 2010, at the end of my
message to the Believers and
the world, I warned the world
to “watch the weather” as a
sign that Allah would back my
words from Him and my
father, the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad. And according to
the weather experts, 2010 was
considered one of the worst
years for severe weather in
recorded history. 

And the way this year has
begun, you have seen nothing
yet.

The Reactive Minds of
Sociopaths

Nearly a century after the
“Slavery Problem” was put on
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th
President called into his office
a delegation of five
Washington preachers who
were former slaves. And
Lincoln said, quote: “…You
and we are different races. We
have between us a broader dif-
ference than exists between
almost any other two races.
…Your race suffer very great-
ly, many of them by living
amongst us, while our race suf-
fers from your presence. …If
this is admitted, it affords a
reason at least why we should
be separated.” This delegation
listened intently to the White
Separatist President, but they
chose to remain in America to
try to achieve the promise they
saw in the Emancipation
Proclamation. 

Even after the horrors of
slavery, the great leaders of our
people challenged the presi-
dent and those who advocated
our separation as to why we
should be expected to leave!
Because they knew just how
much sweat, blood and tears
Black people had expended to
make America the leader
among the nations of the
world. Frederick Douglass, a
great champion of our right to
remain in America, said: “For
228 years has the colored man
toiled over the soil of America,
under a burning sun and a dri-
ver's lash—plowing, planting,
reaping, that white men might
roll in ease, their hands
unhardened by labor, and their
brows unmoistened by the
waters of genial toil; and now
that the moral sense of
mankind is beginning to revolt
at this system of foul treachery
and cruel wrong, and is
demanding its overthrow, the
mean and cowardly oppressor
is meditating plans to expel the
colored man entirely from the

country. Shame upon the guilty
wretches that dare propose,
and all that countenance such a
proposition. We live here—
have lived here—have a right
to live here, and mean to live
here.”

That speech is the sentiment
of most; and it is not a
“wrong” sentiment, because
you are justified by knowing
what we gave to America to
want to be here! But I ask you
this: What do you know about
prophecy? Why do you think
even to go to a toilet with
them, you had to die? Why do
you think that after giving
them all that you have you're
still suffering in the streets of
America? 

It is because you don't know
The Time; and therefore, you
don't know what should be
done. And in truth, you really
don't know your oppressor. 

Have you ever noticed why
none of our organizations real-
ly reach what they're supposed
to reach? They start, they build
up, they empty out; and if
you're still lucky, they come
back again—but then they
empty out again? Well, what's
wrong with us? What's wrong
in the church that we're talking
about “demons” outside, and
the demons that are wrecking
the church, the hypocrites
wrecking the mosque, are on
the inside? It's a sickness that's
in us. If you ask yourself, in all
the years that we've been
around looking at the suffering
of our people, what is it about
us that we can't seem to get
together and agree on anything
and move forward? And if we
do agree on something, and
someone gets a “big name” out
of the something we agree on,
envy comes up, and we break
the organization? Well let's go
to the root of it, because the
sickness is not somewhere
else! It's right in our minds.

In Scientology, they talk
about the type of people who
are called “Sociopaths.” The
Scientologists believe that a
“Sociopath” is a person who
has a Suppressive Personality;
and once you've come under
that type of person, you
become a Potential Trouble
Source. Scientologists also talk
of the “Reactive Mind,” and
what is considered as “ene-
mies” within the Reactive
Mind, called “engrams”
(demons). And it is from the
Reactive Mind of The Enemy
who imposes upon us their
Sociopathic Tendencies that
now we are Potential Trouble
Sources for ourselves and oth-
ers. 

In my study of “Sociopaths,”
I learned that these are persons
manifesting anti-social behav-
ior or character traits. I said to
some of those in Scientology
that were sharing their knowl-
edge with me: “You know, we
have been living under White
people for at least 4,000 years

since they emerged from the
hillsides and caves of Europe. I
am looking at the Caucasian
personality as that of a
‘sociopath.'” According to the
Scientologists, a “sociopath” is
a “dangerous person” to organ-
ization. And when you find
these people you have to expel
them from any organization,
because a sociopath is not gov-
erned by laws that keep order
in a society, nor can they be
trusted among groups of peo-
ple who share one common
cause. For if such a person gets
into leadership, that person
will only be a Suppressive
Personality: A cruel, exploita-
tive, brutal personality. 

I say, dear Caucasian people,
that if you were, by nature,
“social beings,” you would
have manifested the qualities
that produce harmony in socie-
tal relationships. But you have
manifested a personality disor-
der that is against the laws of a
genuine society. 

The Caucasian may have
developed some semblance of
a society for their people, but
what they've developed for the
benefit of their people never
applied to us. Master Fard
Muhammad said to the
Honorable Elijah Muhammad:
“Cast the rotten apple out
quick!”—He didn't say try to
coddle somebody that's rotten!
If you leave a rotten person in
your society, after a while the
whole bunch will become rot-
ten! The whole church will
become rotten, the mosque
will become rotten, the organi-
zation will become rotten
because you saw a rotten
apple, but you didn't have the
courage to cast it out! This is
why Master Fard Muhammad
asked the question: “Why isn't
the Devil settled on the Best
Part of the Planet Earth?”
Answer: “Because knowing
that he was wicked, and there
would not be any peace among
them, [we] put him out!” And
that is why today, Caucasian
people, you will be put out
from all over the Earth if you
don't make a change. 

But so will you, Black peo-
ple, because no one is interest-
ed in you with this savage
behavior that we display! We
are Trouble Sources! Wherever
we are, we make trouble; if no
trouble is there, we'll create it!
We have become “little dev-
ils,” and we are now prone to
wickedness under the Reactive
Mind of our Sociopathic slave
master. 

A “sociopath” is a sick dude!
There's nothing you can do to
correct them; they refuse to
even admit that they are
wrong! And even when I face
some members of the Jewish
community, and some Whites,
with clear truth, they stand in
my face knowing that I'm
telling the truth, and deny. 

LAWFUL
CONTINUED FROM 7A

airstrikes, just the daily life
under occupation.”

Filmmaker Robert
Greenwald has partnered with
anti-war veterans to produce
“Rethink Afghanistan,” a series

of films about the war, online
at rethinkafghanistan.com. In
response to bin Laden’s death,
they have launched a new peti-
tion to press the White House
to bring the troops home. Lee
supports it: “I can’t overstate
how important this is for our
democracy—every poll has
shown that over 65, 70 percent

of the public now is war-
weary. And they understand
that we need to bring our
young men and women out of
harm’s way. They’ve per-
formed valiantly and well.
They’ve done everything
we’ve asked them to do, and
now it’s time to bring them
home.”

GROOVE
CONTINUED FROM 2A

able housing, unequal access
to adequate education, scarcity
in jobs and an overall sense of
hopelessness, we must begin to
place the focus back here at
home. Money that is now
being allocated for Afghanistan
can hopefully begin to be uti-
lized here for spurring job
growth, rectifying our dwin-
dling health care system and
improving education so that
every child is prepared to lead

the nation forward. 
In the midst of international

turmoil and instability, sadly,
many Americans have become
displaced within their own
country and forgotten in the
influx of seemingly endless
challenges and complexities.
The struggling mother working
multiple jobs, the retiree won-
dering how he will afford pre-
scription medication, the
young high school grad figur-
ing out how to pay for college,
the inner city child frustrated
with a failing school and all of
the forgotten ones deserve
much better than this. Proving

once again that we are
arguably still the most power-
ful nation around, it's time we
begin treating all of our citi-
zens with dignity and respect.
The quickest way to do that is
to level the playing field, pro-
vide the most disenfranchised
with opportunities and re-com-
mit ourselves to improving in
the areas where we lack the
most. I'm confident that
Obama will deliver on this
much as he delivered on a vital
promise made to us prior to
winning the coveted position
of the Presidency. 

REPEAL
CONTINUED FROM 2A

BarNETt 
Computers

*Desktops, Laptops, & Servers built to fit your needs* Repairs & Upgrades* 
*Networking* Service & Support* Web Site Hosting, * Page Design & Setup*

Local Internet Connections* DSL Connection Networking*
* A Full line of Computer Accessories*

229-924-8200

www.barnett-computers.com

Gift Cards Available

Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm
Sat 9am -3pm

sales@barnett-computer.com

201 W. Forsyth St. Americus, GA 31709

Americus
Petro, Forsyth St.
Wood’s Swinging Wings, 
MLK Blvd. (small)
Mercer Barber Shop,.Lee St.
Pure on MLK.
Post Office, Forsyth St. 
Chevron, MLK. Blvd.
Chevron, Tripp St..
Flash Foods, S. Lee St.
Flash Foods, Forsyth St.
Harvey’s, N. Lee St.
Winn Dixie, Hwy. 49
Wayne’s World, Forsyth St.
Spectrum, Tripp St.
Wal-Mart
CVS

Leslie
Rubo’s

Buena Vista 
Hwy 26 Midtown
Plains
Mom’s Kitchen

Smithville
BP

Ellaville
Chevron

Albany
Phoebe Putney Hospital
Odyssey Records on Oglethorpe

Dawson
Inland Convenience Store
NAACP Office

Montezuma
Plaza

Buy Your Copy Of ASO AT
The Following Locations:

ANNOUNCEMENT
The local NAACP meeting will
be held on Monday, May 16,

2011 at The Allen Chapel
A.M.E. Church on Bumphead

Road at 7pm.  
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Dr. Marshall’s Weight Loss Plan
Lose up to 20 Pounds

No Beef
No Pork
No Fast Foods
Very Little Salt
Very Little Sweets
No Junk Food
Decrease Starches (Rice, Potatoes, Macaroni, etc.)
You Can Eat
Lots of Vegetables (3-5 servings a day)
Lots of Fruits (3-5 servings a day)

HEALTHY MEATS
Chicken, Turkey and Fish

You resemble what you eat

Which would youWhich would you
want to look like?want to look like?

John D. Marshall, MD
For more information or
help with your diet plan, 
Contact Dr. Marshall at

(229) 931-0446

Oglethorpe Funeral Chapel, Inc. 
P.O. Box 8 - 607 Kaigler Street

Oglethorpe, Georgia 31068
Telepone: (478) 472-6118

Fax: (478) 472-7964

Jossie M. Meadows, Co-Founder
C. L. Meadows, Secretary/ Treasurer
William Roger Young, Attendent

Gretha Meadows-Young, President
Thomas E. Meadows, Attendent
Clara Williams, Admin. Assistant

COLUMBUS
CARDIOLOGY
ASSOCIATES

DR. ALONZO E. JONES
Board Certified 

in Internal Medicine & Cardiology
For an appointment call:
(229) 931-0446

Dr. John D. Marshall’s Office: 
905-B  North Jackson Street

Americus, Georgia  31709

Affiliated with 
St. Francis Hospital

and The Medical Center
in Columbus, GA


