
January 9th, 2014 
President's Task Force on Policing in the 21st Century 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services 
U.S. Department of Justice 
145 N Street, N.E. 11th Floor 
Washington, DC 20530 
 
Dear esteemed members of the Task Force on Policing in the 21st Century, 
 
Thank you for your service on this critical task force. In the past few months, President Obama and 
Attorney General Holder have taken a number of important steps to address the national crisis of 
discriminatory policing, including the empaneling of this task force. Your leadership in advancing real-
world change to American policing is greatly appreciated. 
 
Everyday, Black and brown youth and adults in America face the very real threat of abuse or death at 
the hands of law enforcement. And officers who kill are almost never held accountable, as we have seen 
in the ongoing efforts to secure justice for Eric Garner, Mike Brown, Dontre Hamilton, Tanisha 
Anderson, Ramarley Graham and so many others. Thanks to the brave organizing efforts of Black-
Americans across the country, including members of this task force, we stand before an incredible 
opportunity to transform discriminatory, abusive and militarized policing nationwide. 
 
In advance of your listening session this Tuesday, ColorOfChange submits nearly 8,000 comments 
from our members across the country who are calling for increased police oversight, accountability, 
and systemic changes to ensure law enforcement do their best while prioritizing the safety and freedom 
of our communities. With more than 1 million members nationwide, ColorOfChange is the country’s 
largest online civil rights organization. Please see the attachment to this email or the link below for 
public comments: 
 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.colorofchange.org/images/ColorOfChangeNationalPolicingComment
s1-8-2015_name_abbr_with_comments-2015010.pdf 
 
These comments accompany signatures to the below petition that urge President Obama and the 
federal government to enact concrete reforms to nationwide policing. More than 1 million 
ColorOfChange members and their allies have signed on in support of these demands, as well as a for 
the federal prosecution of Darren Wilson, Officer Daniel Pantaleo, and all law enforcement officers 
responsible for the killings of Mike Brown and Eric Garner. 

Dear Obama administration, the Department of Justice, the Department of Defense and the 
Department of Homeland Security: 

I am writing to demand your leadership and intervention in addressing the nationwide crisis 
of police brutality. Every day, the lives, safety, and freedom of Black and brown youth and 
adults are threatened by discriminatory and violent policing tactics. Law enforcement kills 
Black Americans at nearly the same rate as Jim Crow era lynchings. 

The federal government has a clear role to play in overturning the conditions that led to these 
tragedies and setting a higher standard of policing across the country. The standards, policies, 
and practices of the executive branch set the tone and tactics of local and state law 
enforcement. The integrity of America and our criminal justice system must be restored. 

I urge you to take definitive and immediate action, including but not limited to the following 
reforms: 

• A fully-resourced and rigorous civil rights and criminal investigation by the DOJ into 
discriminatory policing, excessive force, and death or injury by police in every state in 
the country; 

• A comprehensive, streamlined, public national-level database of police shootings, 
excessive force, misconduct complaints, traffic and pedestrian stops, and arrests, 
broken down by race and other demographic data, with key privacy protections, the 



exclusion of personally identifying factors and information, and deportation immunity 
for civilians. 

• Mandating of Peace Officer Standards and Training Commission (POST) in every state 
and inter-state coordination between all POSTs. 

• An executive order that creates a strong and enforceable prohibition on police brutality 
and discriminatory policing based on race, ethnicity, religion, national origin, age, 
gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, immigration status, 
disability, and housing status. 

• Increased funding for the DOJ's Office for Civil Rights to ensure additional, accessible 
state-level responders for police and other civil rights violations Divestment of federal 
anti-drug grants and federal funding for police departments that demonstrate abuse 
of power and massive reinvestment in community controlled and based policing 
practices. 

• Support for the passage of the End Racial Profiling Act (ERPA) 
• Streamlined national use of force matrix and mandating that state and local police have 

clear and streamlined matrices. 
• Strict limits on asset seizure without due process and the transfer of any military 

equipment to local law enforcement under the 1033 program, guidelines that ensure 
that the equipment is not used on non-violent protesters, and an end to the 
requirement that such military weaponry is used within a year. 

Sincerely, 

The undersigned 

 
 
The role of police in a democratic society is that of a guardian to the civil, human and constitutional 
rights of the people. Law enforcement are public servants meant to be accountable to the concerns and 
priorities of the communities in which they work. 
 
I urge you to incorporate the voices of these ColorOfChange members and the reforms detailed in the 
above-mentioned petition into your discussions and considerations moving forward. I welcome a 
response from your task force to discuss these key systemic reforms to policing and welcome the 
opportunity to work more closely with you on this matter in the future. I may be reached via email 
at robinson@colorofchange.org or by telephone at (646) 573-3949. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rashad Robinson 
 
Executive Director, ColorOfChange 
robinson@colorofchange.org, (646) 573-3949 
 
	  


