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ABSTRACT
The Clemson Joint City University Advisory Committee sought extensive knowledge of the community/ campus relationship 
at Clemson University and the City of Clemson.   The JCUAB engaged College Town Assessment (CTA) to administer 
the Optimal Town/ Gown Assessment (OCTA) tool to gather this data. Results from 2,783 respondents indicated a strong 
relationship between the campus and community with deep concerns over growth related to off-campus student housing, 
parking, and loss of affordable housing for faculty and staff and strain on the general infrastructure of the community.   
Session will report on the depth of research, realization of challenges and emerging solutions that are under review.

Off Campus Housing 
Developments

On Campus Expansion

TO VIEW OUR PRESENTATION AND OTHER 
RESOURCES PLEASE FOLLOW THIS QR CODE

Chairman Joint City 
University Committee, 
Clemson City Council

Clemson City Council Clemson University 
Assoc. Vice President, 
Research Director

Clemson University 
Graduate, Vanderbilt 
Law Student 

jchapman@cityofclemson.org     crossiecox@yahoo.com        jeffm@clemson.edu             hcprovo@clemson.edu

JERRY CHAPMAN CROSSIE COX JEFF MARTIN, PhD HANNAH PROVOST

goo.gl/wTP58m



LEARNING OUTCOMES:
1.  A model instrument (OCTA) exists for campus and communities to utilize in gathering data 
from all stakeholders to determine issues and solutions to community concerns.   A process as well 
as tremendous quantitative and qualitative data became available as a basis for strategic decision-
making.   
 
2. Research required a commitment from senior leadership in both the campus and community.  
Coordination, vision and effort, while extensive during the process, created high levels of citizen 
awareness and impactful results. 

3. Student housing building initiatives must be carefully coordinated between campus and 
community leaders.   There is a significant impact on infrastructure like parking, road access, police 
and fire capacity, and utility capacity.

4. Higher student density leads to greater opportunity for community/ student interaction:  good 
and bad.  Well-designed research provided very specific planning objectives.

5. Active planning to protect lower cost housing for entry-level faculty and staff are critical to 
sustaining a well-balanced town/gown relationship.      
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Research Theoretic Foundation: 
Typology of Town-Gown Relationships
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College Town Assessment has become the international leader in understanding the complex relationships which exist between college campuses and 
the communities in which they reside.   Built upon a marriage metaphor, recognizing that campus/ communities never have the option of divorce, a ty-
pology reflecting “effort” and “comfort” levels in the relationship serves as the philosophic foundation of this research.   Dr. Steve Gavazzi, Dr. Michael 
Fox and Dr. Jeff Martin have written extensively on this topic and are generally recognized as the preeminent scholars in this field of study. The CTA 

team developed the Optimal Town Gown Assessment instrument that was used as the research foundation for this Clemson study. 


