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How was

your flight?
Pretty nice, 

actually.

My flight was pretty nice

 There were many passengers

 there weren’t any problems

Past tense

Verb TO BE

LEARNING GOAL

Describe a trip using the simple past tense form
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Today the weather is……………………..terrific

Yesterday the weather was……………………..terrible

•What is the past tense of is? Was 

Were•What is the past tense of are?

Past tense

Verb TO BE

How is the 

weather 

today?

How was the 

weather 

yesterday?
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Pronoun Verb Be

I am

You are

He 

IsShe 

It 

We 

areYou 

They

Pronoun Verb Be

I 

You 

He 

She 

It 

We 

You 

They

Present
Past tense : TO BE

was

were

was

were
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My vacations ……………incredible

There ……….a lot of traffic.

How long  ………….you there?.

My parents’ trip .………terrible.

were

was

were

was
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subject Was - were Adjective / noun Time expression 

I was busy last night

Flor was absent yesterday

They were tired last week

Affirmative

Was - were subject Adjective / noun Time expression ?

Was The cat hungry last night?

Was she sick Yesterday?

Were they on time last week?

subject Wasn’t – weren’t Adjective / noun Time expression 

Interrogative

Negative

We weren’t in class last night

He wasn’t absent yesterday

She wasn’t tired last week
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Yes / NO

questions

WH

questions

Questions 
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Yes / No  questions

WH  questions

Were you in class yesterday?

•How long  were you  there?

-How was your vacation ? It was great.

I was there for a week

-Yes, I was

No,  I wasn’t
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1. I ………….. at home yesterday

2. Rosalia ………… at the beach last Sunday

3. ………… he at the office?

4. The dog …………….. In the park yesterday. (N0)

5. ……………they sick?

6. We ……………. in Hawaii last year (N0)

7. …………….. the weather OK?

8. …………… they  on vacations ?

Was 

was

Was 

wasn’t

Were 

weren’t

Was 

Were 

Complete these sentences:
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There …………  a great museum.

There…………… incredible theaters.

there ………..a beautiful beach. 

There ………….many tourist attractions.

There………….. a lot of people.

There was and there were are both used to express 

existence (HUBO). 

There was is used in singular and there were is 

used in plural.

There was

•There was a windbreaker.

•There was a pink coat.

There were

•There were shoes.

•There were sweaters.

was

was

were

were

were
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Complete: 

1. There ………… a great museum.

2.There ………… many cinemas.

3.There ………… awesome clubs.

4.There …………  a beautiful beach.

5.There ………… incredible restaurants.

6.There ………… lots of movie theaters.

was

were

were

was

were

were
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A:  What  did you do last weekend ?

A:  How was that ?

B: Well, I  went to the beach.

B: I  had a really nice time

SIMPLE  PAST  TENSE

SIMPLE 

PAST TENSE

Lesson 2
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went cooked

watched washed

What did you do last weekend?
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What did you do last weekend?

I watched television

I cooked a meal

I went to the movies

I played sports

I studied English

I did aerobics

Past tense
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The simple past is used to express activities that 

occurred at an specific time in the past 

I had a great time last weekend

They went to the movies yesterday

Jim worked hard last night

Rose cooked barbecue last Saturday

Time
expression
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Regular verbs:

Present Past

play

like

work

paint

add “ED” when changing 

to the past.

played

liked

worked

painted

Irregular verbs:

change form and 

structure when   

changing to the past.

Present Past

see

think

drink

go

saw

thought

drank

went
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•Karla  went to the movies yesterday.

“DID” is an auxiliary that is used to make 

questions and negatives

•DID Karla  go to  the movies yesterday?

• Karla didn’t go to the movies yesterday.

•I didn’t watch  TV yesterday

interrogative

negative

affirmative
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Expressions of time:

yesterday

morning

afternoon

evening

last

night

week

month
year

Summer

Christmas
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Structure- Affirmative

Subject + Verb in 

simple past

+  complement +  time 

expression

I played soccer yesterday

Denise did aerobics last year

They bought a new car last night
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Structure- Negative
Subject didn’t base 

form verb

complement Time expression.

Luis didn’t go to the beach yesterday. 

Alice didn’t study Math last year.

they didn’t do aerobics last weekend.

Structure- Interrogative

Did subject base 
form verb

Complement Time exp.?

Did you go to the beach yesterday ?

Did he study Math last year?

Did they do aerobics last weekend?

Good page To review http://www.eslgold.com/grammar/simple_past.html

http://www.eslgold.com/grammar/simple_past.html
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Put the verbs into the Past Simple tense.

1. You …………….  (make) a lot of mistakes

in your homework.

2. We just (go) …………swimming and lay on the       

beach on  our holiday.

3. They (catch) ………..………a train in London.

4. My mother (tell) ………....him everything

at work.

5. My mom (work) ………………. in the garden.

6. My friend (fly) ………..…from Madrid.

I waited for him at the airport.

went

made

caught

told

worked

flew

http://members.aol.com/Ccochran50/verbquiz1.htm

http://members.aol.com/Ccochran50/verbquiz1.htm


Teacher : MSc. Miriam Sheen  Cuba

Yes / NO

questions

WH

questions

questions



Teacher : MSc. Miriam Sheen  Cuba

Yes / No  questions

Did subject+ base +verb complement time expression?

Did you do aerobics last week?

Did they watch TV last night?

Yes, I did

No, I didn’t

Yes, they did

No, they didn’t
Short answers

WH- questions

What did he do yesterday ?

Where did they go last night?

How long did she stay in the gym?

WH- word did subject base verb Rest… ?
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d
closed

rubbed

hugged

called

charmed

planned

tired

loved

played

Last letters:

voiced sounds

s / b / g / ll / m / n / r / v

/ w/ y / z / j

id
visited

started

painted

assisted

waited

lifted

needed

attended

mended

t
worked

watched

finished

pushed

passed

kissed

dropped

danced

fixed

Last letter

“T” or “D”

Last letters:

voiceless sounds

k / ss/ sh /p / c / 

ch / x
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Write ID, T or D next to these words

• talked   ……………

•attended ………….

• matched …………

• hugged…………..

• mixed ……………

• visited …………..

• pushed ………….

• lived ………………

• opened ……………

•closed  …………..

• stopped …………

• played ……………..

• excited ……………

• bored …………...

• walked …………..

• bounced…………

d

T d

T

d

T

id

id

T

d

d

T

d

T

T

id


