NH-Sen & NH-Gov Open Debates Give Precedent for
Future & Presidential Debates

From last night’s first-in-the-nation gubernatorial Open Debate.

NH-Sen & NH-Gov Open Debates Set Precedent for Future & Presidential Debates
“The Open Debate Coalition and New Hampshire have made history with the first-ever general
election U.S. Senate and gubernatorial debates with questions submitted and voted up by the
public. Over 125,000 votes were cast at OpenDebateQuestions.com and topics asked from the
public included climate change, gun laws, prescription drug prices, paid family leave, college
affordability, veteran suicide, Alzheimer's, and the opioid epidemic.
“Tonight builds on the Coalition's success after being prominently credited and used in two
presidential debates in a row as a source of questions voted on by over 3.6 million American people
across the political spectrum.
“In both the presidential and New Hampshire debates, the public has shown it’s ready to take on a
major role in shaping the issues discussed in debates. We at the Coalition are committed to making
crowdsourced Open Debates the new norm for political debates all across America for every office
up and down the ballot.” -- Lilia Tamm Dixon, Director, Open Debate Coalition

"Several of the issues raised by the public in the Open Debate Coalition's submission and voting
process were questions our news team never would have thought of ourselves. For example, the
opioid epidemic is discussed regularly in political debates here in New Hampshire, but this question
from Bridget B. in Portsmouth, NH, gave a fresh perspective that more directly addresses the

day-to-day concerns of voters: ‘What will you do to make it easier for people in recovery to get
jobs?’
“The Open Debate Coalition is helping to expand the list of standard questions that candidates get
asked over and over in traditional debates into issues that more directly impact the lives of viewers.
NH1 is proud to be a pioneer of this concept by hosting the nation's first general election U.S.
Senate Open Debate." -- Robb Atkinson, Senior Vice President, NH1 News Network

Statements from Open Debate Coalition members:
"The Open Debate Coalition has proven in two successive presidential debates that the American
people are eager and ready to play a big role in debates up and down the ballot. Tonight proves that
the intensity, quality, and interest of questions submitted by voters to the Coalition will only continue
grow in a way that can't be ignored by major media companies or those that run debates." -- Grover
Norquist, President and CEO, Americans for Tax Reform
“This comes after years of organizing by our coalition, and we thank NH1 for being responsive to the
voice of the people in tonight's debate.”  -- Adam Green, Co-Founder, Progressive Change
Campaign Committee
"We’re proud to be members of the cross-partisan Open Debate Coalition to help ensure that
debates fully represent the diverse views of all Americans. Tonight's debate builds on the great
success the Coalition had during the presidential debates and gives our members in New
Hampshire and across the nation another opportunity to get answers on issues they care about. By
participating in OpenDebateQuestions.com, voters will hopefully be inspired to get more involved in
the hard work of freedom." -- Roberta Combs, President and CEO of Christian Coalition of
America
"Americans of all ages, genders, races, and party affiliations support expanding, not cutting, Social
Security benefits. New Hampshire voters deserve to hear if their next Senator would represent that
view. That's why we're proud to be a member of the Open Debate Coalition that gives voters a voice
in debates." -- Alex Lawson, Executive Director of Social Security Works.
“New Hampshire has a strong bipartisan tradition of protecting women’s preventative health care
and safe, legal abortion. However, in the past legislative session, an unprecedented 20 bills were
proposed to restrict women’s health care in New Hampshire. Tonight, the bipartisan Open Debate
Coalition provided Granite Staters with the opportunity to hear directly from the gubernatorial
candidates if they will stand up to threats to reproductive rights and women’s health care access in
New Hampshire.” -- Victoria Bonney, Communications Manager of Planned Parenthood New
Hampshire Action Fund
“The corrupting influence of special interest money in politics has had a chilling effect on our
democracy. Voters of all political stripes deserve to hear from candidates on whether they support
overturning Citizens United and declaring independence from special interests. As proud members
of the bipartisan Open Debate Coalition, we’re excited that tonight’s debate allowed the voices and
concerns of average voters to be heard -- instead of being drowned out by unlimited money from
corporations and unions.” -- Olivia Zink, Executive Director, O
 pen Democracy/NH Rebellion

Questions from OpenDebateQuestions.com used tonight:

Questions from OpenDebateQuestions.com used in last night’s NH-Gov debate:

Facts -- Open Debate Coalition, PresidentialOpenQuestion.com:
●

Tonight’s debate between Maggie Hassan (D) and Kelly Ayotte (R) marks the first-ever general
election U.S. Senate debate. Over 125,000 votes were cast on over 470 questions submitted by
regular Americans at OpenDebateQuestions.com. Last night, the Coalition partnered with NH1 on
the first-ever gubernatorial Open Debate -- also in New Hampshire, between Colin Van Ostern (D)
and Chris Sununu (R)

●

Strange bedfellows: The cross-partisan Open Debate Coalition which was formed during the 2008
election cycle and includes Americans for Tax Reform, the Progressive Change Campaign
Committee, FreedomWorks, MoveOn, Faith & Freedom Coalition, the National Organization of
Women, craigslist founder Craig Newmark, Electronic Frontier Foundation President Cindy Cohn,
Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales, and many more (See full list of coalition members here).

●

The Open Debate Coalition was cited in the last two presidential debates by ABC’s Martha
Raddatz on Oct. 9, and Fox’s Chris Wallace on Oct. 19. These were the first time that questions
derived from the internet were asked at a Commission on Presidential Debates-sponsored debate.
For the Oct. 9 town hall, ABC and CNN agreed to consider 30 most popular questions voted up by
the public at PresidentialOpenQuestions.com, where nearly 4 million votes were cast.

●

In 2008, President Obama and Senator McCain endorsed the coalition’s call for bottom-up
questions, but the CPD did not incorporate the idea until this year. The Open Debate
Coalition successfully held open debates in the 2013 special election for Congress in
Massachusetts and in the 2016 U.S. Senate debate in Florida. Between the two open debates,
more than 2,500 questions were submitted and over 450,000 votes were cast. The Florida debate
received over half a million views and was aired on C-SPAN several times. The AP reported, “Both
candidates said they enjoyed the format…saying they were more substantive than a typical debate
would have been.”

●

Local grassroot groups promoted the New Hampshire Open Debates on social media,
including: Planned Parenthood New Hampshire Grassroots and Public Affairs, New Hampshire
Lakes Association, Open Democracy, Temple Israel (Portsmouth, NH), New Hampshire Tea Party
Coalition, Land for Good, National Young Farmer Coalition, Libertarian Party of New Hampshire,
Plymouth Democrats, Hillsborough County Republicans, New Hampshire Peace Action,
Grafton-Upper Valley Democrats, Clean Water Action, Farmers Union, Grafton County Republicans,
Belknap County Republicans, Amherst Republicans.

●

National groups and celebrities backing the Open Debate Coalition on social media include: NRA,
Everytown, NARAL, NAACP, Americans For Tax Reform, Progressive Change Campaign
Committee, George Takei, Mark Ruffalo, Arianna Huffington, Rosario Dawson, Craig Newmark,
Jimmy Wales, Ben & Jerry's, Star Jones, Ultraviolet, Planned Parenthood, Define American,
NumbersUSA, Young Democrats, Young Republicans, The Leadership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights, Southern Poverty Law Center, Color of Change, Presente, 350.org, Young
Conservatives for Energy Reform, Social Security Works, Demos, Sierra Club, Sierra Student
Coalition, Girls Who Code, Alzheimer's Association, Democracy for America, Bill Moyers, Catholics
in Alliance for the Common Good, Americans United for Separation of Church and State, Shailene
Woodley, Common Cause, Legal Defense Fund, LGBTQ Task Force, Cenk Uygur, Shepard Fairey,
The Young Turks, Brave New Films, Bettermarkets, Cory Doctorow, Tim O'Reilly, Denis O'Hare,
Change.org, Dean Baker, Jose Antonio Vargas, Feeding America, New Leaders Council, Science
Coalition, Union of Concerned Scientists, Teaching Tolerance, Coalition on Human Needs,
Disability Rights NJ, NYC Mayor’s Office of People with Disability, One Virginia 2021, Oregon
Housing Alliance, ACTE Public Policy, Credit Union National Association, Steve Nash Foundation,
Voices for Service, Netroots Nation, Russell Simmons, Rock the Vote, Everyvoice, Lawrence
Lessig, DailyKos, DailyKos, and Independent Journal Review.

Prominent national and local promotion of NH Open Debate voting:

