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TULLAMORE
Ireland’s friendliest town!
Tullamore, the capital town of the county of Offaly with a population of circa 13,000, is situated
in the Midlands of Ireland, located half way between Dublin and Galway. It is a thriving and
bustling town. Prosperity came in the form of the Grand Canal, a link from the port of Dublin in
1798. The easy access for goods and people led to the town’s rapid growth as a market and
warehousing centre. Tullamore is well serviced by road and rail transport, and by high quality
broadband infrastructure. It is a popular destination for fishing enthusiasts, while golfers are
spoilt for choice with the nearby Esker Hills and Tullamore Golf Clubs offering pristine courses
in scenic surroundings.
The town offers a wide variety of accommodation from 4-star hotels to guest-houses and
B&B’s, plus plenty of eateries both in and around the town, catering to all tastes and
appetites! And of course any mention of Tullamore wouldn’t be complete without a word
about the world-famous Tullamore Dew whiskey. The old distillery warehouse on the banks of
the Grand Canal has been totally re- furbished and now houses an impressive Visitor Centre.
Team Tullamore was delighted to receive a gold award in Entente Florale 2016, on it’s first
entry in the competition, and enjoyed greatly the Prize Giving Programme in Brno. We are
delighted to have been selected to host the 2018 Programme and showcase our wonderful
town to our European neighbours.
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HOW TO GET TO TULLAMORE

Tullamore is located just over an hour from Dublin Airport, Ireland’s main airport. There are
regular flights from all major European cities to Dublin. We will arrange transport for all AEFP
members and delegates to/from the Airport to Tullamore. Alternatively, car hire may be
arranged for you if you wish.
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ACCOMMODATION
Tullamore Court Hotel 4*

www.tullamorecourthotel.ie

The Tullamore town centre hotel has something for everyone, luxury accommodation
complimented by fine dining, extensive leisure facilities complete with 20 metre swimming pool
and friendly professional staff. Over the years the hotel has gained a reputation for excellent
food and has won numerous awards for its dining facilities. All bedrooms have complimentary
high speed internet, toiletries, tea/coffee-making facilities, 24-hour room-service. All AEFP members
and partners will be hosted in the Tullamore Court Hotel.
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Bridge House Hotel 4*

www.bridgehousehoteltullamore.ie

Located in the centre of the bustling town of Tullamore – this hotel will impress from the
moment you walk into its stately foyer complete with crystal chandelier and grand marble
staircase. The hotel’s Leisure Centre has a gym, swimming pool, hydrotherapy pool, along with
steam-room and sauna, while the Spa offers luxurious treatments that promise to re-energise
both body and spirit. All bedrooms have complimentary high speed internet, toiletries,
tea/coffee-making facilities, 24-hour room-service.
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Central Hotel 3*

www.centralhoteltullamore

The Central Hotel Tullamore is located in the centre of the town, with close proximity to shops,
restaurants, and bars, and Lloyd Town Park. It’s spacious and comfortable Classic Rooms are
complimented by tea/coffee making facilities and Wi-Fi internet access.
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PRIZE GIVING CEREMONY & GALA DINNER
Tullamore Court Hotel

www.tullamorecourthotel.ie

The Prize Giving Ceremony and Gala Dinner will be held in the DE Williams Suite in the
Tullamore Court Hotel. The Suite can accommodate up to 350 people. A drinks and canape
reception will be held in the foyer of the Suite in advance of the Ceremony & Gala Dinner. A
stage will be placed at the end of the Suite for the Prize Giving Ceremony.
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EUROPEAN MARKET
A European Market will be held on Saturday, September 22nd 2018, from 14.30 to 16.30, in
the grounds of Acres Hall/Town Hall. The offices of the Municipal District of Tullamore are
located in Acres Hall, Cormac Street, a five bay two storey over basement building with a
limestone ashlar facade. It is so-named after it’s builder Thomas Acres. The building was built
in 1786 as a private residence. Acres was the town’s leading property developer over a 50-year
period until his death in 1837. Acres Hall may have been the first house to go up in Cormac
Street. The building was renovated and converted to the Town Hall in the early 1990’s by the
local council and houses a fine chamber room which is used for council and other meetings. It
was the base for the celebrations of the town’s gold success in Entente Florale in 2016.
There is ample space in the grounds of the Hall to accommodate up to 20 stalls. There is also
the option to move the market indoors if the weather is not favourable for an outdoor market.
The European Market is a perfect opportunity for your municipality to present to all
delegates the best of what you have to offer. It is also an opportunity for you to sample the
delights of your fellow delegates. We look forward to the hosting of every municipality
represented at the Entente Florale Awards, at the European Market. We hope you will all
enjoy the atmosphere of fun, music and aromas!
Electricty and refridgeration will be available to all participants. Your goods can be transported
in advance to: Municipal District of Tullamore, Town Hall, Cormac Street, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.
Alternatively, we can arrange for their collection from you when you arrive in Tullamore.
Please contact us at ententefloraleawards@offalycoco.ie for further information or assistance.
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PLACES OF INTEREST IN TULLAMORE
TULLAMORE DEW OLD BONDED WAREHOUSE & VISITOR CENTRE &
TULLAMORE DEW DISTILLERY
You don’t have to be a whiskey drinker to enjoy a trip to the Tullamore D.E.W. Old Bonded
Warehouse. Situated on the banks of the Grand Canal, the distillery’s original Bonded
Warehouse was the last place the whiskey would rest; the final leg on its journey before being
shipped up the canal for distribution around the world. But where the casks moved on, the
history remained. Join Tullamore D.E.W. on a journey of discovery through almost two
centuries of the distillery’s history and enjoy a tipple of the legendary Irish whiskey itself (but
only if you want to!)
The original Tullamore distillery opened its doors in 1829 in the heart of Tullamore town.
Visit https://www.tullamoredew.com/en-gb for more information.
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After 60 years of waiting, in September 2014 Tullamore D.E.W. resumed production in its
ancestral home of Tullamore, Co. Offaly. A new state-of-art distillery ensures the legacy of
Tullamore’s legendary whiskey will live on in the heart of Ireland for the foreseeable future.

LLOYD TOWN PARK
Lloyd Town Park in Tullamore achieved a Green Flag Award in 2016, the benchmark national
standard for publicly accessible parks and green spaces. The Park includes a spectacular water
feature, a variety of paths, a playground area for children with numerous elements, an outdoor
fitness/gym activation area, a bowling green, a skate park and plenty of lush green areas, and also
encompasses an old graveyard. It’s an ideal location for a stroll or a picnic on a sunny day!

11

PLACES OF INTEREST NEAR TULLAMORE
OFFALY, IRELAND’S HIDDEN GEM

Tullamore is the capital town in County Offaly, Ireland’s Hidden Gem. Below are some of the
many places of interest in Offaly.

BIRR CASTLE GARDENS AND SCIENCE CENTRE
Birr Castle Gardens and Science Centre is located 37km from Tullamore. Allow yourself plenty
of time to explore Birr Castle’s spectacular Gardens and fascinating Science Centre. The Parsons
family invite you to explore one of the most extraordinary places in Ireland. Created over
generations it is an environmental and scientific time capsule. The interactive centre reveals the
wonders of early photography, engineering and astronomy with a special emphasis on the
brilliant design and assembly of the world famous Great Telescope, built in 1845 it remained
the largest telescope in the world for 70 years.
The award winning gardens won’t disappoint with their rare and exotic plants. The gardens are
home to an abundance of rare plants, collected by the Earls of Rosse on their travels around the
world over the last 150 years. Within the 50 hectares you will find the world’s tallest box
hedges, over 40 champion trees, over 2000 species of plant as well as rivers, lake and
waterfalls.
The 48th Irish Hot Air Ballooning Championships will be held in Birr Castle Gardens from
Sunday, September 23rd to Friday, 28th September 2018. This event is the longest running
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national ballooning event in the world, and is the biggest of its kind in Ireland. These huge
ancient aircraft create quite a spectacle, flying totally dependent on the wind for direction.
Visit http://birrcastle.com/ for more information.

CLONMACNOISE MONASTIC SITE
Located 37km from Tullamore this sixth century monastic site, located on the banks of the River
Shannon is home to three high crosses, a cathedral, seven churches and two round towers. This
great monastery was founded in 548- 9 by St. Ciarán Mac a tSaor (“son of the carpenter”), who
studied under St. Finian at the famous Clonard Abbey. The strategic location of the monastery
at a crossroads between the major east-west land route through the bogs of central Ireland and
the River Shannon helped it become a major centre of religion, learning, craftsmanship and
trade by the 9th century.
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Clonmacnoise was a centre of learning excellence, and many manuscripts, including the
including the Annals of Tighernach (11th century) and the Book of the Dun Cow (12th century),
were written here. The monastery flourished for 600 years as a centre of learning and religious
instruction as well as providing much of Ireland’s finest Celtic art and illuminated manuscripts.
The surrounding area of Clonmacnoise is a microcosm of landscapes within the Midlands. These
include the Shannon callows, eskers, boglands both preserved and cutaway.
Visit HTTP://WWW.HERITAGEIRELAND.IE/EN/MIDLANDS-EASTCOAST/CLONMACNOISE/ for
more information.

LOUGH BOORA DISCOVERY PARK
Transformed from its previous incarnation as a commercial bog where peat was harvested to
heat homes around the country, today Lough Boora Discovery Park is home to countless
species of birds and wildlife, fish-filled lakes and a permanent exhibition of huge outdoor
sculptures. These sculptures give the park an other-worldly feel, created using the old industrial
materials of the bog such as locomotives, rail-line and timber, all crafted into magnificent works
of art. Experience all that Lough Boora Discovery Park has to offer: cycle routes, walking routes,
outdoor sculpture park, angling lakes. The Park is located 16 km from Tullamore.
Visit http://www.loughboora.com/ for more information.
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DURROW ABBEY & HIGH CROSS
Durrow, about 6 km from Tullamore town, is the site of the earliest and most important
monasteries founded by St Columcille about 550. The Book of Durrow is an illuminated Gospel
manuscript which pre-dates the Book of Kells. Both can be seen, close to each other, in Trinity
College Dublin. Although the Early Christian monastery no longer exists, physical evidence of its
importance remains.
The highly rated High Cross of Durrow, together with several Cross Slabs is now housed, on site,
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in a small exhibition within a conserved church. This is a fine cross standing at 3.60 metres.

National Ploughing Championships 2018
The National Ploughing Championships 2018, the world’s largest ploughing championship, and
one of the largest agricultural events in Europe, will be held in Screggan, Tullamore (5km from
Tullamore), from Tuesday, September 18th to Thursday, September 20th 2018. This event
attracts up to 300,000 visitors annually. Visit http://www.npa.ie/ for more information.

For more information on Offaly, Ireland’s Hidden Gem please visit https://www.visitoffaly.ie/
Also, please contact ententefloraleawards@offaly.ie if any queries, we will be glad to assist
you.
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PROGRAMME FOR DELEGATES
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 21st
Arrival in Dublin Airport, transfers to Tullamore.
Free time for delegates: unwind after journey, shopping, walk/relax in Lloyd Town Park,
complimentary walking tour of Tullamore.
7.00pm

Buffet Dinner and cultural entertainment in Bridge House Hotel.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22nd
Arrival in Dublin Airport, transfers to Tullamore.
Breakfast in accommodation for those who arrived on Friday September 21st.
09.00 – 14.00

Optional tours & lunch for Board, Jury & Partners:
1. Collected from Reception at Accommodation, guided bus tour of
Tullamore and Environs to include Durrow Abbey & High Cross, followed
by guided tour of Tullamore Dew Visitor Centre. Complimentary
teas/coffees included. Opportunity to explore Tullamore before lunch at
12.30.
2. Collected from Reception at Accommodation, guided bus tour to Birr
Castle Garden & Science Centre (30 mins drive). Complimentary
teas/coffees included. Return to Tullamore for opportunity to explore
the town before lunch at 12.30.

14.30 – 16.30

European Market in Town Hall grounds, presentations by participating
entries.

16.30

Return to Accommodation, free time to relax before Prize Giving
Ceremony & Gala Dinner.

18.30

Prize Giving Ceremony & Gala Dinner in DE Williams Suite in Tullamore
Court Hotel.
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 23rd
Breakfast in Accommodation
Departure - Transfers to Dublin Airport.
Possible options for those who are not departing until afternoon/evening or Monday
September 24th, or later.
We can organise a bus tour of nearby places of interest for Sunday afternoon/Monday morning
for those interested – possible inclusions: Birr Castle Garden & Science Centre, Lough Boora
Discovery Park, Clonmacnoise Monastic Site.
Please contact us at ententefloraleawards@offalycoco.ie , we will be glad to assist you, or
organise any further tours/transport/accommodation for you.

Clara Bog Nature Reserve (12 km from Tullamore)
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PACKAGES FOR DELEGATES
ACCOMMODATION
Tullamore Court Hotel -, including selection of breakfasts, complimentary high speed internet,
multi-channel TV, toiletries, tea/coffee-making facilities, 24 hour room-service, free use of
leisure centre.
Bridge House Hotel - including selection of breakfasts, complimentary high speed internet,
multi-channel TV , toiletries, tea/coffee-making facilities, 24 hour room-service, free use of
leisure centre.
Central Hotel - including selection of breakfasts, tea/coffee making facilities, toiletries, multichannel TV and Wi-Fi internet access.
Note also that there are a number of guest houses in Tullamore, which we have secured for
delegates.
The prices for accommodation vary from €40 to €100 per person per night. We will organise
accommodation for all delegates. Please indicate your preference for hotel or guesthouse.
Note that a 10% discount on accommodation will apply to all accommodation booked and
paid by 31st July 2018. We will send you information on your accommodation in advance of
payment to ensure that you are satisfied.

TRANSFERS TO/FROM DUBLIN AIRPORT/TULLAMORE & OTHER TRANSPORT
Transfers to/from Dublin Airport/ Tullamore will be arranged for all attendees at a cost of €30
per person return journey. Complimentary transport between venues in Tullamore will be
provided for all attendees.

EVENTS/TOURS
Friday September 21st:
Buffet Dinner and cultural entertainment in Bridge House Hotel - €20.
Saturday September 22nd:
Optional tour 1: Collected from Reception at Accommodation, guided bus tour of Tullamore
and Environs to include Durrow Abbey & High Cross, followed by guided tour of Tullamore Dew
Visitor Centre - €12
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Optional tour 2: Collected from Reception at Accommodation, guided bus tour to Birr Castle
Garden & Science Centre - €12
Lunch - €10
Prize Giving Ceremony and Gala Dinner to include drinks and canape reception, three course
meal of local Irish produce, water and soft drinks - €30 (Note there is no charge for attending
prize giving ceremony only, not including gala dinner).

20

MAP OF TULLAMORE
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CONCLUSION
Team Tullamore are honoured and delighted to be selected to host the 2018 Entente Florale
Awards. Tullamore has alot to offer – a wide variety of hotels and guesthouses, excellent
broadband. All venues are central and are in close proximity to each other, as illustrated on map
on page 23. The town is well serviced by shops, eateries, public houses, a beautifully maintained
park, train station, and is steeped in history as is evident in a walking tour of the town. We look
forward to welcoming members and delegates to Tullamore in September 2018.

Thank You!

Association Européenne pour le Fleurissement et la Paysage AEFP Prize
Giving
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