
Join CAOs and senior municipal leaders from across Alberta to explore 
and discuss emerging issues with your peers! This event gathers 

senior staff responsible for recreation, parks, arts and culture, FCSS, 
community development and urban planning. 

January 24-26, 2018

Delta Kananaskis Lodge

Program



Thursday, January 25, 2018

6:00-7:30 pm

7:30-8:30 am 

8:30-10:00 am

10:30-12:00 pm

7:30-8:00 pm

8:00 pm

Wednesday, January 24, 2018

REGISTRATION AND NETWORKING RECEPTION

OPENING KEYNOTE

NETWORKING RECEPTION CONTINUES

BREAKFAST

INCLUSION WORKSHOP

CANNABIS WORKSHOP

Presenter – Dr. Reg Crowshoe, Elder

Presenters: 
Susan Coombes, Acting Director, Education and Engagement, Alberta Human 
Rights Commission ;
Dr. Reg Crowshoe, Elder;
Meagan Reid, Coordinator, Bow Valley Immigration Partnership (BVIP)

Presenters:
Dr. Michelle Kilborne, Cannabis Project Coordinator, Alberta Health Services;
Ethan Bayne, Executive Director of Strategy and Planning, Cannabis Secretariat;
Inspector J.T. McLachlan, “K” Division, RCMP.

This session explores the legislative framework for inclusion, identifying issues and 
opportunities for new Canadians, Indigenous communities, and more.

This workshop addresses the role for municipalities in education, enforcement and 
legislation surrounding cannabis. We will discuss HR issues, policy needs, the range of 
products, experiences elsewhere and what else could be coming.

12:00-1:00 pm LUNCH

1:00-2:30 pm INFRASTRUCTURE AND INVESTMENT WORKSHOP

Presenter: 
Brad Pickering, Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs;
Daniel Klemky, Manager of Non-Profit, Energy Efficiency Alberta.

Discussing  the introduction of off-site levies in the Municipal Government Act and 
the options moving forward considering the state of recreation and parks facilities 
in Alberta.

The Leaders Summit is a series of workshops designed by individuals with specific expertise in 
their field, and will include plenty of time for questions, discussion, debate and networking.

SCHEDULE



Thursday, January 25, 2018 (continued)

Friday, January 26, 2018

3:00-4:30 pm

7:00-8:00 am

8:00-9:30 am

10:00-11:30 am

11:30-12:00 pm

5:00-6:30 pm

6:30-7:30 pm

7:30-9:00 pm

9:00 pm

FRAMEWORK FOR RECREATION IN CANADA WORKSHOP

THE MODERNIZED MGA WORKSHOP

NETWORKING RECEPTION

DINNER

NETWORKING RECEPTION CONTINUES

Presenters:
Tom Hinch, Professor, Physical Education and Recreation, U of A
Bill Wells, ARPA CEO
Benjamin Jonah, graduate student, University of New Brunswick

Presenters:
Brad Pickering, Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs
Mike Roma, Partner, RC Strategies and PERC

Presenters:
Brad Pickering , Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs
Steve Donelon, Assistant Deputy Minister, Alberta Environment and Parks
Bill Wells, ARPA CEO 
Dr. Reg Crowshoe, Elder

Presenters:
Justin Ellis, McElhanney Consulting Services Ltd
Joe Pavelka, PhD, Associate Professor, Health and Physical Education,
Mount Royal University

Reviewing the background of the Framework as a national strategy and exploring 
municipal steps in implementation.

The Modernized MGA - ICF’s and JUPA’s. This session will explore these two 
enhancements to the MGA and highlight the recreation and parks service delivery 
implications and related opportunities.

This session will cover the MGA Conservation Reserve s, Target One and the Parks 
for All framework document, discussing the major interrelated changes coming in 
2018 to parks and protected spaces.

Taking a provocative look at what the recreation and parks sector is facing as an 
industry and highlighting pathways to action.

BREAKFAST

FUTURE OF PARKS & OPEN SPACES WORKSHOP

RECREATION AND PARKS AS A PUBLIC GOOD WORKSHOP

CLOSING CEREMONIES

SCHEDULE



SPEAKER BIOS

ETHAN BAYNE
Ethan is the Executive Director of Strategy and 
Planning, Cannabis Secretariat

SUSAN COOMBES
Susan Coombes is the Acting Director, Education and 
Engagement, Alberta Human Rights Commission

DR. REG CROWSHOE
Dr. Reg Crowshoe, esteemed Blackfoot Elder and 
Traditional Knowledge Keeper, will shared his 
perspective as the former Chief of the Piikani Nation 
on how recreation can be used in reconciliation. He 
will address the role that the recreation sector can 
play in nation-to-nation relationship building and 
how we can build a legacy of cooperation in Alberta 
for generations to come.

STEVE DONELON
Steve was born in Alberta and spent his childhood 
growing up between Edmonton and his Grand 
Parents farm near Bentley Alberta.  Weekends and 
holidays were most often spent camping, hiking and 
climbing with his parents and siblings along Alberta’s 
East Slopes.
Steve began his government career with Alberta 
Agriculture in 1979 before moving to Alberta Parks 
and Kananaskis Country in 1981. 
With conservation at the core of his values Steve 
fell in love with Kananaskis and spent the next 30 
years in the region as a Park Ranger, Senior Parks 
Ecologist and eventually becoming the Regional 
Director for Kananaskis Country while also earning 
a Master’s Degree in Environmental Science. 
In 2011 Steve moved back to Edmonton after 30 
years in Canmore and took on the role of overseeing 
Alberta Parks corporate operations, and most 
recently, since 2015, Steve has lead the Alberta 
Parks Program as Assistant Deputy Minister.
Steve’s work has permitted him to make contributions 
to many major initiatives including the Banff Bow 
Valley Study, protection of wildlife corridors in the 

Bow Valley, establishment of the new Castle Parks 
in South West Alberta, nominating Writing on Stone 
Provincial Park as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
and currently as co-lead of the Pathway to Canada 
Target 1. 
When not at work Steve is an avid road cyclist, 
swimmer and backcountry enthusiast and has 
recently started to try his hand at triathlon.  Steve 
is married with four grown children and seven 
grandchildren. 

JUSTIN ELLIS
Justin is a parks and recreation planner with 13 years 
of experience who has successfully led the completion 
of over 50 parks and recreation related projects for 
municipalities across Western Canada including the parks 
and recreation master plans for Osoyoos, Municipality of 
North Cowichan, Regional District of Nanaimo, Parkland 
County, Spruce Grove, Stony Plain and Sturgeon County.  
He is highly experienced in parks, recreation, and trails 
planning; needs assessment; and policy and strategy 
preparation and effectively leads interdisciplinary 
teams of landscape architects, community engagement 
specialists, municipal planners, and engineers. As an 
IAP2 accredited public participation professional, Justin 
works tirelessly to meaningfully engage communities 
in developing plans for parks and recreation. Justin 
regularly attends and presents his teams’ parks and 
recreation planning work at ARPA, BCRPA, Society of 
Outdoor Recreation Professionals conferences and 
was an invited participant in the National Recreation 
Summit. He was awarded the 2011 Society of Outdoor 
Recreation Professionals award for excellent outdoor 
recreation planning.



SPEAKER BIOS

TOM HINCH
Tom Hinch is a Professor Emeritus with the Faculty of 
Kinesiology, Sport and Recreation at the University 
of Alberta. While serving as the Faculty’s Associate 
Dean of Community and International Engagement, 
Tom was actively engaged in the early stages of the 
development of the Framework for Recreation in 
Canada. He continues to work with the framework as 
the instructor of a public policy course in recreation, 
sport and tourism at the University.

BENJAMIN JONAH
Benjamin is a graduate student at the University of 
New Brunswick, and works for ARPA as a Program 
and Event Officer.

DR. MICHELLE KILBORNE
Dr. Kilborne is the Canabis Project Coordinator for 
Alberta Health Services.

DANIEL KLEMKY
Daniel Klemky serves as Manager for the Business, 
Non-Profit, and Institutional energy savings program 
at Energy Efficiency Alberta, a new Government of 
Alberta agency responsible for helping Albertans 
reduce their energy consumption and improve their 
energy efficiency at home and work. With over six 
years of Energy and Environmental management 
experience in the commercial real estate industry, 
Daniel has helped hundreds of organizations reduce 
their energy consumption, environmental impact 
and operational costs. Daniel is a Certified Energy 
Manager, holds an advanced certificate in Sustainable 
Energy Management, and has a Masters degree in 
Environment and Management.

JOE PAVELKA 
Joe Pavelka has been involved in recreation in Alberta 
for over 25 years as a practitioner and former Assistant 
Director of Calgary Parks & Recreation, a consultant 
author and speaker.  In his career as a practitioner 

and consultant, Joe has carried numerous recreation 
and parks business, development and redevelopment 
plans.  Joe’s scope today spans recreation, parks, 
and tourism.  He has studied recreation and leisure in 
many locations throughout the world and he is keen 
to apply this experience and expertise to our ever-
changing recreation landscape.  Joe is presently a 
Professor in the Department of Health and Physical 
Education at Mount Royal University and Principal at 
Planvision Consulting Ltd. 

BRAD PICKERING 
Brad Pickering is a familiar face in Alberta 
government. He began his career in municipal 
government, working as an assessor. In 1997, after 
20 years of municipal work, he made the switch to 
provincial government.
Brad started with the Government of Alberta as 
Executive Director of the Assessment Services 
Branch and, in 1999, he became Assistant Deputy 
Minister with Local Government Services, then a 
division of Alberta Municipal Affairs.
Since then, he has served in a variety of roles within 
the Government of Alberta, including in 2013 as the 
Deputy Minister of Tourism, Parks and Recreation.
In the past 20 years with the province, he has 
also served as Chief Executive Officer of the 
Environmental Monitoring Agency, Deputy Solicitor 
General and Deputy Minister Public Security, Deputy 
Minister of Sustainable Resource Development, as 
well as a previous appointment as Deputy Minister 
of Municipal Affairs.
On September 15, 2014, Brad returned to Municipal 
Affairs when he was again appointed Deputy Minister.
Brad is married and has two sons. He enjoys 
camping, golfing, curling and skiing.



SPEAKER BIOS

MIKE ROMA
Mike is a partner with RC Strategies + PERC, a 
municipal consulting firm focusing on recreation 
and parks.  Mike is also the past president of 
ARPA and currently sits on the Canadian Parks 
and Recreation Association board.  As part of 
his work with municipalities across western 
Canada, Mike has been involved in, and exposed 
to, a number of regional and school partnerships 
involving municipalities.  His understanding of 
what is happening within the province and beyond 
will add context to this important discussion.

BILL WELLS
Bill Wells is the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Alberta Recreation and Parks Association (ARPA). 
Bill’s background includes a city councillor for 6 
successive terms (18 years) with a demonstrated 
emphasis on recreation and parks, arts and culture, 
the environment and the introduction of preventative 
public health programs.  At the national level, Bill was 
a member of the Arts in the Cities Board of Directors, 
as well as the Urban Transportation Association. 
He represented the City of Regina at meetings of 
the United Nations’ International Council of Local 
Environmental Initiatives. 


