
 
 

 
 

Alberta Association of Recreation Facility Personnel and the Alberta Recreation 
and Parks Association 

Would an NDP government collaborate with ARPA/AARFP to actively pursue the 
implementation of: 

 Framework for Recreation in Canada 2015-Pathways to Wellbeing;  

 Parks for all-An Action Plan for Canada’s Parks Community; 

 A Common Vision for Increasing Physical Activity and Reducing Sedentary Living in 
Canada: Let’s Get Moving 

Would an NDP government adopt a multi-year funding arrangement to achieve appropriate 
outcomes and outputs? 

The NDP government was proud to have participated on the pan-Canadian group tasked with 
the development of the Common Vision. If re-elected, we will continue to work with our 
partners like the ARPA and the AARFP to raise awareness and the adoption of the Common 
Vision.  

Over the last four years, the NDP government have taken steps to protect our air, land and 
water for now and for future generations. We created Castle Provincial Park and the world’s 
largest protected boreal forest.  

But we know there is more work to do, that is why if we are re-elected, we will work with 
outdoor recreation groups to improve recreation infrastructure such as trails, staging areas and 
docks to create better access to Alberta’s wilderness areas. We will develop a Clean Lakes 
Strategy to improve lake watershed management with a goal of reducing blue-green algae 
blooms and protecting vulnerable shorelines so Albertans can continue to enjoy our lakes. We 
will also introduce a new Hometown Alberta program for municipalities to help them renovate 
and modernize aging recreational facilities. 

We also will commit to discussing multi-year funding moving forward to create stability and 
momentum for the implementation of the plans. 

Would the NDP collaborate with ARPA, AARFP, Alberta Association of Agricultural Society, 
RMA an AUMA to actively: 

 Develop an inventory of the conditions of recreation and parks facilities; 

 Reduce the energy demands of recreation and parks facilities. 



 
 

 
 

Rachel Notley and the NDP know how important recreation and parks facilities are for the 
communities that use them. We also know how important it is for municipalities to be able to 
build and maintain these facilities. That is why, if re-elected, Rachel Notley and the NDP will get 
back to the negotiation table to come to an agreement with AUMA and RMA for long-term, 
stable infrastructure funding tied to provincial revenues and legislated. Reaching this 
agreement will give small and medium sized municipalities across the province the certainty 
they need to build and repair their infrastructure. 

But we know that across the province, recreation and parks facilities are aging. In order to 
provide additional support to municipalities to maintain these aging facilities, a re-elected 
Notley government would introduce a Hometown Alberta program that will help smaller 
communities renovate their aging hockey arenas, swimming pools and recreation centres. 

Through the Climate Leadership Plan, we have not only taken steps to fight climate change, we 
have also been able to use proceeds of the price on pollution, to help with the energy use of 
recreation and parks facilities. Through our funding to the Municipal Climate Change Action 
Centre and the Recreation Energy Conservation Program, we have provided financial rebates to 
cities across the province to upgrade their recreation facilities and reduce their emissions. If re-
elected, we will continue to work with municipal partners to provide this type of support to 
municipalities. 

We would be happy to sit down to develop an inventory of recreation and parks facilities. We 
have made it clear in our platform that we will partner with recreation groups to improve 
recreation infrastructure to create better access to Alberta’s parks and wilderness areas. 

Would an NDP government collaborate with the ARPA and AARFP to proactively use 
recreation and parks as a mean of reducing current and future incidents of chronic illnesses 
and diseases. 

Rachel Notley and the NDP believe in the important of prevention when it comes to chronic 
illness and diseases. We also believe that investing in the health of Albertans is one of the most 
important investments the government can make. Over the last four years, we have invested in 
Albertans’ health by providing stable funding for healthcare. If we are re-elected, we will 
continue to protect the services Alberta families rely on, but we will also invest in recreation 
facilities across the province. We will introduce a Hometown Alberta program to help 
municipalities renovate aging recreational facilities and we will work with outdoor recreation 
groups to improve recreational infrastructure like trails to reduce current and future incidents 
of chronic illness.  

 



 
 

 
 

Would an NDP government collaborate with the ARPA and others to advance the solutions 
identified in the Truth and Reconciliation Report- Calls to action 87 to 91; 

Rachel Notley and the NDP have worked to build bridges and move reconciliation forward to 
make life better for Indigenous Albertans. Over the last four years, the NDP government has 
strengthened partnerships with First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities and people. We 
worked to renew our relationship with Indigenous peoples, and we have made sure that the 
United Nations Declaration on the Right of Indigenous Peoples is considered in all policy 
decisions. Moving forward, we are open to discussions with partners like the ARPA on how to 
advance the Truth and Reconciliation Report Calls to Action 87 to 91. 

Would an NDP government commit to use a portion of gaming profits to support those 
provincial organizations responsible for sport, recreation and parks, arts, culture and 
heritage? 

Rachel Notley and the Alberta NDP know how important the support that we provide to 
provincial organizations responsible for sport, recreation and parks, arts, culture and heritage 
are. That is why in the face of the worst downturn in two generations, we refused to make 
matters worse by making drastic cuts. Instead, we protect the community organizations we 
fund. However, we know that the current system for the use of gaming revenues and the 
lottery fund is not without its challenges. We have heard these concerns from non-profits 
across the province. That is why, if re-elected, we will modernize charitable gaming rules to 
remove dated rules that restrict access to casino and bingo revenue. 

Would an NDP government adopt a multi-year ‘value for money’ funding agreement and a 
multi-ministry ‘one-window’ approach to identify and achieve the appropriate outcomes and 
outputs. 

We know that the current approach to providing grants and funding to non-profits and 
community organizations creates challenges for these organizations. We also know that it can 
often be difficult for groups to navigate the multiple avenues of support available within the 
provincial government. That is why, if re-elected, we will review and modernize grants to 
community groups and non-profit organizations, giving consideration to multi-year, sustainable 
funding arrangements, reducing the time between funding decisions and money flowing, and 
flexible forms of funding to allow a broader range of organizations to be eligible. We are also 
open to discussions on how to support organizations as they navigate government supports. 

 


