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2014 MUNICIPAL INFORMATION SHEET 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Municipality_  Town of Coronation       Population   _947 
 
Municipal Budget _$3 273 977_ 
 
Parks Budget as a % of Municipal Budget  0.26% 
 
Total Area __912 acres  
 
Parks and Green Spaces Area as a % of Total Area   4.05% 
 
 
 
MUNICIPAL PLAN 
Beautification of our community is an established commitment and priority 
for the Town of Coronation. Since the CiB Committee was established over 
ten years ago, this enthusiastic and hard-working group of volunteers has 
helped to create and implement a beautification program that aligns with the 
Communities in Bloom Program criteria and local priorities. The Council 
and staff of the Town of Coronation continues to work with the 
Communities in Bloom Committee; providing funding for Committee 
projects and working cooperatively to achieve their annual goals.  
 
For the 2015 judges evaluation visit, representatives from Town Council and 
Administration will begin the day’s activities by hosting the CiB Judges and 
CiB Committee members for a Meet and Greet in Council Chambers. One 
member of our administration staff will then join the Judges and Committee 
members in the tour of the town in order to answer whatever questions the 
Judges may have in relation to town operations and administration. The 
community tour is outlined on the agenda. A lunch will be hosted by the CiB 
Committee, and all volunteers have been invited to join the group at the 
Coronation Dam. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Tidiness 
     After ten years of participating in the Communities in Bloom Program, 
the tidiness habit seems to be catching on in Coronation. However, budget 
restraints imposed by the termination of certain government funding 
programs, have made keeping Coronation tidy a challenge. Town council, 
CiB, and citizens of Coronation have given their best effort this year. 
     Town wide cleanup took place later than the previous year. On June 24 
and 25, residents placed larger throwaway items and tree branches etc in 
adjacent alleys and the public works department transported them to the 
dump where disposal fees were waived. School children and their teachers, 
armed with rubber gloves and garbage bags supplied by the town, conducted 
their yearly litter walk through town in late June. They were rewarded with 
freezies compliments of the town. 
     The AG Society has again sponsored two students part time to do 
Communities in Bloom chores. Shelley, a CiB member and member of town 
council,  coordinates the projects. CiB members help with bigger projects 
like tree planting and boulevard clean up. 
     The bylaw officer continues to enforce town regulations. Another person 
has been hired to water the trees and flowers. He works on his own schedule 
so if weekends are hot and dry, the plantings do not suffer. 
     CiB volunteers and the 4H clubs still do ditch cleanup for the three 
entrances to town. 
     Recent beautification projects which have cleaned up some ugly spots are 
the front of the mall and the area between Coronation Home Decorating and 
the vacant building to the north. The mall project is not quite complete but 
the cement deck in front is being repaired and xeriscaping will be done after 
the construction is completed. Members of the mall group shared the cost of 
landscape renovations with Cib members coordinating the project. The town 
provided equipment for both jobs. 
     Graffiti is not a big problem in Coronation. It is cleaned up right after it 
happens. 
     Several residents walk uptown armed with grocery bags to collect litter 
along the way. Most dog owners are conscientious about cleaning up after 
their pets. 
* Yes, the Town of Coronation has a Town Aesthetic Policy which will be 
part of the community profile book presented at the meet and greet. 
    Environmental Action 
          Environmental issues are important to town council. It has worked 



 

 

hard to put a recycle program in place. At present, people are able to recycle 
at a new transfer station north of town. Recycle boxes are now available and 
are picked up every two weeks. 
     Water from the sewer lagoon is used on the golf course. The ball 
diamonds have a well to supply moisture for their needs. The ball diamonds 
have been renovated to meet provincial standards. This has been coordinated 
and carried out by a group of volunteers. Use of water by households is 
regulated by price. Most households have rain barrels. Lawn watering is 
minimal. 
     Coronation is fortunate to have access to wetlands. The dam north of 
town provides a habitat for fish and wildfowl and is an excellent setting for a 
campground. A viewing platform and the paved road to the cemetery are 
great ways to enjoy nature. The shale path to the dam has been upgraded and 
funding has been raised through provincial grants, lottery funding and 
generous donations from local businesses, organizations, and private 
citizens. CiB, the Historical Society, and ChooseWell are cooperating on this 
project. ChooseWell is organizing fitness centres along the path. 
     The transfer station accepts electronics, scrap metal, household 
appliances, tires, chemical containers, paint, plastics, and cardboard. A 
yearly roundup of hazardous waste is conducted by the fire department and 
the county. 
     Other recycling includes the following: 
     Bottles and cans are recycled at the bottle depot. 
     Recycled chemical containers are used for garbage and cans and bottles                                  
     at the golf course. Recycled rubber mats are on the deck. 
     Recycled tire planters can be seen at the corner of Royal Street and       
     Alexander Avenue. 
     Soil from the baskets on the petunia tree is recycled into planters and  
     flower beds. 
     Recycled panty hose is used to secure newly planted trees. 
     Some planters are recycled whiskey barrels. 
     Cervus accepts scrap metal and Future Ag stores recycled batteries for  
     the 4H club. 
     Timers are used on LED memorial and Christmas lighting as well as  
     lighting at the community hall. 
     Recycled carpet is used at the base of newly planted trees to keep the 
     grass down and avoid weed eater damage to trunks. 
      
 
 



 

 

The Zinger Music Barn is made entirely from recycled lumber from an old 
feed mill and fixtures from the old school.  We are touring this location. 
     Corporate participation is evident in donations and actual involvement in 
projects. M&N, League, and ATCO are examples of this. 
     The use of chemicals for weed and pest control is limited to products that 
can be purchased at the hardware stores for ordinary citizens. The 
campground next to the wetlands does not use chemicals at all. Public 
Works does not use chemicals. 
     Several businesses in Coronation are located in recycled structures. ( The 
specifics will be noted in the section on Heritage Conservation.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Heritage Conservation 

     Coronation is fortunate to have an Historical Society whose mandate is to 
preserve local history. The museum consists of three historical buildings 
(Wheatridge School, the CPR bunk house, and the CPR Roadmaster’s 
House) and a new display shed. The Roadmaster’s House is a designated 
historical site situated on its original property and is regulated by provincial 
standards. The museum is open one half day per week during the summer 
and by appointment other times. The Town of Coronation is supportive of 
the society’s endeavors and provides power, water, and insurance as well as 
taking ownership of the buildings and leasing them out at a reasonable rate. 
     History is also preserved in the murals painted on buildings in the 
downtown area. The local bed and breakfast consists of old buildings which 
have been upgraded. The convenience store is the original creamery, the 
funeral home is an old house moved in from the country, L&C Bookkeeping 
was the Masonic temple, and the fitness centre and computer store are in the 
Avalon Theatre. One home in town is an Eatons mail order house. 
     Four of the town’s parks are dedicated to the past. Heritage Park, Water 
Tower Park, Pearle Bell Memorial Park, and Harold Thornton Park are 
dedicated to the past and prominent members of society. The town and golf 
course are scattered with memorial benches and trees on the boulevard and 
near the post office are lit with LED memorial lights on timers. Antique 
machinery, a caboose, and two windmills speak of long ago. 
     Several heritage events take place during the year. These include Family 
Day at the dam (skating, tobbagonning, and an old fashioned wiener roast) , 
Easter egg hunt, Music and Dance Festival, track meet at the school,  July 1st 
Picnic In The Park, Professional Rodeo, town and country fair, Halloween 
party, Christmas concerts and revival meetings at Zinger Barn. Different 
organizations are in charge of these events. 
     Two history books have been printed since 2011.Both celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of our town. One was compiled by the history book committee 
and the other was written by the Coronation Review. 
     A cenotaph in the downtown area and an honour roll in the community 
hall remember the wars. Coronation also has an active cadet corp. 
     Coronation Fine Arts Group arranges several concerts throughout the late 
fall and winter to offer citizens a variety of entertainment. This is subsidized 
by  the government. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Urban Forestry 
 

    
     Most of the trees in central Coronation are mature poplar, elm, and 
maple. As they are dying, town council has set aside $1000.00 per year for 
Communities in Bloom to buy replacements. Last year, most of the young 
trees were destroyed by voles. These have been replaced and equipped with 
extra tall plastic trunk wraps. Newly planted trees are watered regularly 
during the summer and again just before winter. CiB is experimenting with 
hardy varieties of oak, linden, and poplar.  
     There are several people around town who offer tree cutting services for a 
nominal fee. The head of Public Works has taken a tree pruning course so it 
is not necessary to hire outside companies to do this. Atco Electric is 
encouraging home owners to remove trees under power lines for economic 
reasons and most people  have taken advantage of the gift certificate to 
Walmart and allowed their trees to be removed. Home owners are 
responsible for trimming on their premises. 
     New trees have been planted at the school (courtesy of a TD grant 
obtained by one dedicated teacher) and the ball diamonds are in line for 
planting as soon as major landscaping is completed. This will be another 
project done by volunteers. A row of saskatoon and  dogwood trees has been 
planted to form a hedge north of the school at the request of those living in 
that area. 
     Some members of CiB are more than willing to offer advice to persons 
on planting and maintenance of trees. 
     An update on the tree inventory was done this spring. There are so few 
trees to keep track of we have not made an effort to computerize as yet. 
      A memorial tree planting program was considered but there seems to be 
more problems than positive aspects to this idea.  
     The campground is well treed and the attendants take pride in tree 
planting and maintenance. This year’s tree allotment for CiB was designated 
to the campground and they were excited to receive fifteen new trees. 
     Trees in Heritage Park are maintained and replaced by volunteers. The 
Historical Society pays for replacements. Original trees in this park were 
donated except for those in the shrub beds. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Landscape 
     Coronation’s public areas offer a variety of landscaping techniques. Most 
were incorporated by Communities in Bloom. From past experience, CiB is 
moving towards more xeriscaping. However, even xeriscaping needs 
maintenance and some things have had to be changed. The front of the mall, 
the crown sign, Pearle Bell Memorial Park, the area between Coronation 
Home Decorating and Mason’s, and the United Church rock garden are 
examples of this. 
     Each of the parks has its own historical focal point. Royal Crown Park is 
situated on the site of the old Royal Crown Hotel which burned down in 
1982. A petunia tree, which changes its persona with the seasons, grabs the 
visitor’s attention. Heritage perennials occupy the flower beds and a mural 
honoring King George the 5th for whom Coronation was named adorns the 
wall of an adjoining building. A small gazebo and concrete picnic table offer 
a place to eat lunch and rest. 
     Water Tower Park features a windmill, the original water tower, two 
drilling outfits , and more sitting areas. Pearl Bell Park is a monument to 
Pearle’s memory with funding from Pearle’s family and relics from her past. 
Heritage Park designed by Parkland Nurseries honours the three industries 
which contributed to Coronation’s economy---oil, agriculture, and the CPR 
Railway. Most of the hedge surrounding the park was donated. The 4H club 
planted the trees along the eastern boundary. Harold Thornton Park is 
another park honoring an early councillor. It is close to the swimming pool 
and has playground equipment and a shady gazebo for those who are waiting 
for swimmers. 
     The west entrance to town is framed by a huge brushed aluminum crown, 
Pearle Bell Park, and a welcome sign. The east entrance features a welcome 
sign set in a large flower bed tended by the people who live next door. Both 
entrance signs are being refurbished at this time. 
     Parks are maintained by CiB and volunteers. Public Works and 
temporary summer employment mow the grass. One CiB member and her 
friends have volunteered to keep Water Tower Park tidy. Two seniors tend 
Royal Crown Park. The boulevard in front of the community hall is tended 
by a retired couple. Other areas are tidied by volunteers through work bees. 
     Coronation residents have access to a community garden for a nominal 
fee. 



 

 

     A new and beautiful addition to Coronation’s landscape is the 
refurbishment of the fourth hole on the golf course to honour one of our 
local youths, Brady Smith, who passed suddenly as the result of an 
automobile accident. Brady’s parents, Jim & Beryl, donated the funds to 
make this improvement and long with them M & N Construction donated 
men and equipment, Thornton Electric donated electrical supplies & labour. 
This is another example of what volunteers can accomplish. 
 
 

Floral Displays 
     Coronation takes pride in its floral displays. Town council allows a 
generous budget for bedding plants and shrubs. The prevailing gale force 
winds have caused hanging baskets to be replaced by planters which are 
placed throughout the town. New planter hangers have been made by SK 
Welding to replace putting the baskets on poles.(two are donated by SK 
Welding and two were paid for by Safe Grad 2014)  Concrete planters have 
been paid for by donations. Two new sets have been supplied at SK Welding 
and the optometrists. These have been supplied by a local artisan at a 
reasonable price. 
     As suggested by previous judges, we have experimented with different 
colours and plants. We have tried millet, grains, and other flowers but the 
wind and scorching sun have wreaked havoc on them. We have found 
dracena , petunias, and geraniums do best in our particular environment. 
Multi height planters offer interest on the boulevards. 
     Perhaps the petunia tree situated in Royal Crown Park is our most 
impressive floral display. Visitors have been observed crawling inside to see 
how it is made. It is the  most photographed feature in our town. 
     Concrete planters have been provided to businesses by CiB. Their 
obligation is to provide plantings, watering, weeding, and topping up the soil 
when it is needed. The response to this program has been great. 
     The town has hired a person to do the watering of the planters and the 
newly planted trees. Past experience with automatic systems has not been 
positive. Two students have been sponsored by the AG Society to weed and 
do chores for CiB. This has been a great help. 
    An unusual floral display occurs at the school where the shop students 
have built two flower boxes of recycled barn boards and completed them 
with wooden tulips. We are hoping to add more flowers this fall. Materials 
were paid for by two Coronation residents. 
 
      



 

 

      
      
      
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


