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Welcome Linda Tomlinson & Gillian Evans to Barrhead! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the both of you on behalf of our Communities in 
Bloom Committee, Mayor and Council, and the community of Barrhead. Welcome to Barrhead a 
beautiful blooming community! We know that you will enjoy your tour of our friendly quaint town! 
Barrhead is blessed by being surrounded by a vast county filled with beautiful acres of farms,  
acreages, lakes, rivers and a natural  environment that reflect the lifestyles and values of the hearty 
residents here. Barrhead is so much more than just flowers.  
 
We are enriched by our heritage, Barrhead’s Museum has many artifacts that reflect our pioneer 
roots and it also host the 3rd largest African artifacts in Canada. We are a community filled with 
civic pride and team spirits. We are proud to show our Community Garden that has nearly  
doubled in size since it started. We are happy to showcase our friendly, inviting unique shops in our 
Town Main street.  A partnership with the Chamber of Commerce, County of Barrhead, Barrhead 
Photography club and the Barrhead Community Garden Association has allowed us to continue to 
grow and enhance our programs.  
 
We are proud to be involved in the Communities in Bloom Program for our third year. We are  
excited to show our beautiful parks, green spaces, gardens and all the little things  that make this 
place our home.  
 
Welcome to Barrhead-enjoy your tour, relax and stay awhile! 
 
Sincerely in Blooms, 
 
 
Liz Kletzel  
Chair, Barrhead Communities in Bloom Committee  



 

 

Municipality: Town of Barrhead 
Population: 4,600 (Town) 7,000 (County) 
Municipal Budget: $13,000,000 
CIB Budget: $2,000 
Parks Budget as % of municipal budget: 2.8% 
Total Area: 777 Hectares 
Parks & Green spaces as % of Total Area: 15% 
 
Municipal Action Plan: Describe the strategy and level of  
involvement of the community in its preparation of the  
Communities in Bloom  judges evaluation visit.  
 
Municipals contribute $2,000 towards the CIB program. 

Liz Kletzel appointed chair for 2015 Barrhead Communities in Bloom Committee and is current 

Chair for 2016 Committee 

 Promoted CIB program during annual Volunteer Appreciation event in April  2016  

Barrhead promoted the importance of community involvement at several meeting and events; 

Chamber Meeting, and Town News Letters. 

Promotional material and general information for CIB is now available on town web site; this  

includes 2014 & 2015 community profile book, judges evaluation, brochures and information on 

invasive weeds.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Town of Barrhead Evaluation Day Agenda 

 
Communities in Bloom 2016 Itinerary  

 
Date: July 26th, 2016 

  

Gillian Evans, Linda Tomlinson, Marilyn Flock, & Liz Kletzel  

9:30 AM Provincial Judges Meet at Town Office and tour office 

9:50 AM Tour Down Town Barrhead 

 
10:05 AM 

Driving Tour of Industrial Area  
(RCMP Station, Fire Hall, Compost Site, Town Shop, & Recycle ) 

10:30 AM Cemetery Tour 

10:45 AM Hillcrest 

11:00 AM Walking tour of Museum 

11:25 AM Sports Grounds/Ag Grounds/ Agrena/Splash Park 

11:55 AM Bob Lee yard 

 
12:20 PM 

Lunch at Bethel Pentecostal Church  
(Meet and greet, media and Historical PowerPoint) 

1:30 PM Tennis/Pickle ball Courts/Cecile Martin Park 

2:00 PM Pickrell yard 

2:30 PM Community Garden 

2:50 PM Paddle River Golf Course/Boardwalk/ Yuill Park 

3:00 PM  Key yard 

3:50 PM Veenstra yard 

5:00 PM Geis yard 

5:30 PM Meadowview Church 

6:00 PM Beaver Brooke Trails/ Millennium Park 

6:30 PM Barrhead Golf Club Dinner - End of Tour 



 

 

Barrhead is immersed in an ecosystem made up of farmlands,  
forest, wetlands, lakes and rivers. It  values the unique relationship 
between a natural environment and developed areas, where you 
can enjoy the beauty nature has to offer in our area. Nothing can 
compare to the tranquility of nature and the friendly warm  
atmosphere of farmers and town’s people. 
 
Barrhead’s rich history began during the late 1800's and the early 
1900's, Barrhead played an important role in the settlement of 
north-western Alberta. Highway 33, known as the Grizzly Trail, 
follows the original Klondike Trail, which was the shortest route to 
the Yukon during the Gold Rush years. Once established, this 
route was the key to the settlement of the Peace River region. The 
old Barrhead town site, 3 km north of the present Town Centre, 
was a frequent stop over for the Klondiker's and others who 
needed supplies for the rigorous journey north. 
 
Originally established in 1906, Barrhead's position as a major 
trade centre on the historic Klondike Trail gave it a significant role 
in the settlement of north-western Alberta. It was a vital link in the 
trade route from Fort Edmonton to the Yukon. 
 
James McGuire, one of the first settlers in the area, named  
Barrhead after his hometown in Scotland. Today, the community's 
rich history can be revisited through a captivating collection of  
artifacts at the Barrhead and District Museum. The museum also 
houses the third largest display of African exhibits in Canada, as 
well as the Barrhead Visitor Information Centre, which is open 
from May to September.  
 
The Town of Barrhead is proud to showcase the Great Blue Heron 
as its official Mascot. The elegant, long-legged bird is often spotted 
along the shores of local lakes, a statue of the bird is situated next 
to the Community Gazebo that marks the Town centre and  
miniatures of the bird adorn the street posts. Our Town has a  
variety of local shops and stores to explore and take delight in, so 
come visit beautiful Barrhead. Visit our websites: 
www.barrhead.ca or www.countybarrhead.ab.ca 

mailto:www.barrhead.ca
mailto:www.countybarrhead.ab.ca


 

 

Some highlights for Barrhead in 2016 was Parks and 

Recreation encouraged the community to get out and 

walk for Winter Walk day on February 3rd, 2016. Resi-

dents, school and business either walked outdoors or 

they could utilize the walking track in the Agrena to 

avoid the winter weather.  

 

This year Parks and Recreation participated in the 

EARTH HOUR movement on March 19th, 2016. The idea 

was to have the community turn out as many lights as 

possible to see how much energy can be saved in 1 hour 

during 8:30-9:30pm.  

 

On April 5, 2016  the turning of the sod for the Barrhead 

Regional Aquatic Center ceremony  

occurred. In attendance were the Mayor, Reeve, Council 

members of the Town and County, staff of the Town and 

County, members from the Agrena Society, Clark 

Builder's and BR2 Architect. It was a great day that the 

region is moving forward.  

 

On May 21st the Parks and Recreation teamed up with 

Walk for ALS for the local Community fun run. The Goal 

was to raise $8000 for ALS and Barrhead surpassed its 

gaol by $4000. Raising a total of $12000, way to go  

Barrhead!  

 

 In the local Health Care Centre a Cancer Care Addition 

was completed  in the Spring this year. Now cancer pa-

tients and their families have a place to stay while they 

are getting treated. Another renovation to the hospital 

this year is the revamp of the courtyard that runs 

through the inside. Many departments have adopted a 

section of this green space and now maintain and care 

for the upkeep of the plants. Now patients can enjoy the 

outdoors while they are in the hospital. 

On July 1st, 2016 the Parks and Recreation hosted it’s 

Canada Day Celebrations at the Arena. Parks and Rec-



 

 

reation had a Mosaic Mural Workshop for all of the community 

to partake in. The Mural will be a part of the 150th Canada  

Celebration Movement.  

Barrhead is participating in the Canada 150 Mural that  

approximately 5- 15 Communities per province and territory 

across Canada will create sections of the overall mural that will 

connect Canada through art.  Each mural is made up of between 400-750 individual tiles, and each 

community mural will stand alone as a mural to represent their  unique community. Then, each of 

these sections of the mural will be become one of the many storybook pages within the overall mural 

to form the ultimate visual time capsule and create a legacy for a proud nation. As each painting is 

part of a community mural, each community mural is part of the Canada 150 National Mosaic Mural.  

Each community mural virtually connects to other community murals resulting in a massive coast to 

coast unified mosaic. Barrhead will reveal it’s mosaic during the summer of 2017. 2017 is a big year 

for both all of Canada and Barrhead will be celebrating it’s 90th year. The mosaic is to be displayed 

in the new Regional Aquatic Centre. 

This year Barrhead is hosting the 25th Anniversary of Twinning from August 10th-15th, 2016. The 

Town and County of Barrhead will be welcoming to our community 9 adult delegates and 1 student 

from Tokoro/Kitami on August 10th, 2016. 



 

 

Barrhead is responsible for curb side garbage as well the operation on the Regional Landfill. A 

green/brown compost site is located by the Emergency Response Site, materials are collected and 

then later hauled out to the landfill to help with the breakdown of materials.  

Both the Town and the Regional Landfill offers Recycling Depots for  

paper, cardboard, aluminum, and plastic.  

 

In 2015 the Meadowview 4H put on a E-Waste Disposal recycling fair to collect old/unwanted 

electronics in late spring. The Regional Landfill had an extra collection date in June for chemicals, 

paint cans and electronics could be dropped off beside the Emergency Response station. This year 

the roundup date was Saturday June 18th, 2016. Located on the east side of the Emergency  

Response Station. These items are also accepted at the Landfill throughout the year, with additional 

items like used clean oil (no contaminates) can be brought to the Landfill on Thursdays from 

11:00am-4:30pm and rubber tires can be recycled there as well.  The town also has an annual large 

item curb side pick up of household materials, furniture, old lawn mowers, refrigerator & freezers 

with lids/doors off and Freon Removed on May 25th this year. Items can be placed on the curb or 

in back alley. Tree branch trimming are also accepted during this time-size restrictions are 4ft 

lengths and must be tied in bundles.  

 

During the holiday season, Christmas tree pick up is available and is  

advertised in the local paper and town news letter. These trees are then  

recycled and cut down into wood chips to be used for compost materials.  

 

This  year an tree recycle program was initiated. Any trees that residents in the 

community are cutting down could be used for another program. A community tree  

was set up in the down town park core and the public was encouraged to decorate 

the tree for the Christmas holidays.  

 

Many members in the community both residential and business have done what 
they can to be more  environmentally friendly. This includes using water barrels 
and compost bins in many residential homes  as well using more efficient lights, 
and recycling programs. The Town office has several paper recycle bins in the main  
copier room and has a timed light system in the back storage room.  
 

In the Agrena the dressing rooms have motion sense lights, the lights above the ice surface are all 
turned on during practices and games. Other wise they are partial turned on is on ice and not turned 
on at all during off season unless an event is booked. Lights in the offices, storage rooms and  
bathrooms currently have florescent  lights. In dressing rooms, lights are only turned on when being 
used and in the shower are the lights are managed by motion sensors. The janitor rooms in this  



 

 

facility are also use motion senor. In addition to this the ice plant 
is runs on geothermal heating, which uses geothermal to heat 
and cool the ice surface. Tinted windows were installed this year, 
to reduce heating and cooling in the office areas. 
 
The town installed solar lights in Cecile Martin park along the 
walking trail in 2013 and 3  at the tennis courts in fall of 2014. 

These lights run on  solar power and come on in the evening for a 2-4 hour period de-
pendant on what they are set for. In this park during the winter months there is a  
community ice rink that is maintained by the Parks crew. These lights are programmed 
to come on from 4-11pm  
during the darker months of winter and don’t run during 
the spring, summer and fall.  
 
The Playground in Splash Park had a rubberized Recycle 
tire compound put in the spring of 2015 in replacement of 
the sand this was done through Recycle Tire Alberta Recy-
cling.  
 
The County of Barrhead has a different approach to Conservation. Conservation is complicated and 
has many aspects that work in conjunction with each other.  The goal for the County of Barrhead was 
to develop programs and complete projects that benefit the  
environment and demonstrate that it is economically feasible for our landowners. To do so, they real-
ized that all aspects of soil, water, and wildlife had to be consid-
ered. 
 
In 1988 a special committee was set up to develop an Action 
Plan. This Committee did develop an action plan that would see 
some programs initiated immediately. For the last 30+ years the 
County of Barrhead has been  
committed to enhancing and maintaining these programs 
and the community we life in.  
 
Some of these Programs are as follows: 
 

Peat Soil Study 

This study was initiated through our Agricultural Service 
Board to identify areas of peat and depth of peat so that 
we could advise our landowners on the limitations of such 
areas and encourage them to leave them in the natural 
state. 
 
Environmentally Sensitive Area Study 

Cottonwood Consultants was hired to give us an  
inventory of Sensitive areas that would provide us with 
information in our future development plans. This is a 
very extensive inventory including plants and wildlife as 
well as soil and water.  
Partners In Conservation Program 1990 

The County set aside $10,000 and introduced one of the 



 

 

first tax incentive programs in the  
Province to encourage landowners to leave marginal lands out of production. To date we have 5840 
Acres of land under protection. We have worked on numerous projects with Fish and Wildlife and 
the Alberta Conservation Association in association with this program. The Conservation Award 
Policy was passed to award some of our ratepayers for their efforts in encouraging conservation on 
their farms and demonstrating that they encouraged others to do so as well. This is not an annual 
award but is only presented when there is merit to do so. 
 

Ground and Surface Water Study 

In an effort to prevent contamination of ground and  
surface water through development and other sources, 
the County of Barrhead, Agricultural Service Board hired 
a Consultant to complete a study on the underground  
hydrology and surface water of our Municipality. This 
study has been used in our Municipal Development Plan 
and is still used to this day by individual landowners 
when making decisions that could affect these aquifers 
and recharge areas. This was done with partial financial 
aid from PFRA of the Federal Government. 
 
Shoreline Conservation Award 

The County was awarded this Award in 1996 for signing 
the reserve around Thunder Lake and Lac La Nonne  
giving residence an understanding of any encroachment 
onto riparian areas around these lakes. 
 
Information Sessions Demonstration 

Many Information Sessions and Demonstrations were 
held on Pasture Rejuvenation, Conservation Easements, Agri-forestry Workshops, Alternate Water-
ing Systems, Zero and Minimum Till,  
Riparian Area Health, Environmental Farm Plans, Weed Control in Dugouts using Carp and  
Biological and Cultural Controls of weeds and insects. 
 
Youth Programs 

We have worked with all ages of youth to culture a respect for the  
Environment. Working with the Alberta Conservation Association we have 
worked with 4-H and schools in building nesting rafts and boxes and these 
have been distributed free of charge throughout the County. We have held 
Family Lake Days, School Pond Days, been a Sponsor of the Science Fair and addressed classrooms 
on various topics. We also work with other organizations such as the Scouts and Guides. 
 
Garden view Project 

This is a 100-acre upland project, which we help maintain with the 
help of the Alberta Conservation Association. It is adjacent to one 
of the highest waterfowl producing lakes in the Province. 
 
Jansen Project 

This is a 20-acre upland area that we help maintain in cooperation 
with Ducks Unlimited. 



 

 

 
Integrated Pest Management 

As a County we have tried alternative methods of weed and  
insect control through biological and cultural means and 
have encouraged others to do the same. Where we have no 
alternative on Public Right’s of Way, we switched a number 
of years ago to the most environmentally sound products 
possible and only on a need to control bases, no blanket 
control. 
 
The County of Barrhead views Conservation as a 
need rather than a wish. Many of the programs 
have had an influence on the ratepayers and this can be seen in the numbers that  
attend our functions and field days but more importantly in those that are making 
changes as they can afford them. I am proud of the County of  Barrhead and its’  
willingness to act to make a difference. 

 



 

 

In 2015 Barrhead teamed up with the garden centres to start a tree 

planting program. This program will document trees so there  is an  

inventory for each year. This will help if there are any problems 

with trees and to ensure more trees are added each year   

throughout all our parks and green spaces. Our community has a 

unique trial system that features a beautiful boardwalk and winds 

around the town. The trails are a combination of paved and gravel 

paths, many members of the community use the trails all year long. 

Some of the paths are converted into cross country skiing route  

during the winter and others like the paved track around Cecile 

Martin is cleared for winter walkers. This Year Public Works  

repaved some areas in the Trail system that need maintenance. 

 

 Barrhead has many green spaces and parks, some are quite large 

like Cecile Martin. This park hosts a large soccer field, two  

playgrounds, a walking trail and during the winter months contains 

a skating rink and large hill is used for sledding. During the spring and summer the Barrhead Minor 

Soccer utilizes this park, and Beaver Brooke for its soccer programs. Last year the Parks team   

installed a volleyball court in Cecile Martin Park near the hill. 

 

Our community is twinned with Japan and the Japanese 

Park was relocated to Yuill Park by the Parks crew in the fall 

of 2015. This park is located on the Eastside of highway 33 

as you enter the Town.  

 
A Contribution Program was initiated in 
our community in 2014. This program is  
designed for amenities and tree/shrubs to 
be purchased as a memorial tribute towards a love one, 
to mark an occasion or a donation toward a green 
space. A memorial tree has been planted in Lion’s park 
and several new trees were planted to enhance the 
parks and green spaces.  
 
Thanks to a Barrhead farmer, Wes Schneider, who  
donated the land in 2013 for the Community  
Garden. Now in its 4th year, the Community Garden has grown from originally 43 
plots to 77 rental plots. Of those 77 plots 13 are looked after by volunteers. Ripple  



 

 

Connection, Lighthouse and Blue Heron are renting their 
own plots, 4 Food Bank clients, 2 Blue Heron clients 
have their own plots, and 38 businesses and agencies 
have sponsored the Community Garden since it opened 
and this year a sign has been put up to honor those 
whom sponsor and support the garden.  
 
Barrhead Machine and Welding Ltd. donated metal to 
the Barrhead Composite High in 2015. Students welded 
this metal into 3 gates with the symbol of Barrhead, (blue 
herons) on them. The construction classes at Barrhead 
Composite High built a gazebo for the Community  
Garden.  Barrhead Multiplex Ltd. donated the materials 
for the Gazebo and flower projects to the BCHS students. 
BCHS students also created  big wooden flowers to the 
garden. A grade 6 class painted then in 2015 and another 
class from this year as well.  This year they will be  
installed on the fence around the garden.  A bird feeder 
will be installed later this year to the gazebo.  5 grade 1 
classes visited the garden for a gardening educational 
field trip. 
 
In 2016 there have been many improvements to 
the garden. One big and exciting addition is the 
6 raised bed gardens and the rubber matting 
trail that allows the residents with limited  
mobility to access the garden. This is allows the 
nursing home “Sheppard's Care” located beside 
the garden to enjoy this wonderful amenity.    
 
When the initial organizers first started meeting 
and planning the community garden the  
definition of community that they embraced 
was; a feeling of fellowship with others, as a  
result of sharing common attitudes, interests & 
goals. Before gardening in the Community  
Garden, renters must sign a gardening  
agreement – recognizing that they are part of a 
community garden, and that they must respect 
the rights of others, for example, protect the 
health & nutrition of vegetation by using no 
harmful pesticides, and being careful about how 
tall their plants get so as not to shade their 
neighbours garden, etc. Much of the Barrhead 
community has contributed to the community 
garden by donation or volunteer work. Within 
the community garden, there is a strong feeling 
of fellowship, contributing to a sense of belonging–good for the mental and physical health of all! The 
Community Garden is a place where people look after the garden and each other! 
 

 



 

 

The Shelterbelt Program in the County of Barrhead 
encourages ratepayers to order trees right up to  
planting. It was felt that any tree planted in the right 
place was a benefit. We were careful to order trees that 
would not compete with private industry and would 
supply some low-grade berry trees for wildlife. We also 
provide labor and equipment at a subsidized cost, as 
most of our landowners are in the fields at the time of 
tree planting. To date we have distributed about 93,000 
trees. We have also facilitated the distribution of an  
additional 15,000 trees with the help of Green Streets 
Canada.  

 

The County has a policy in place that does not allow the 
clearing of trees on undeveloped road allowances: 
County of Barrhead Riparian. This new policy had 
just been passed last year, allowing the payment to  
landowners’ of  $100/acre for 5 years over a 10 year  
contract to take cropland out of production and bring 
back the natural state. Maximum amount per ratepayer 
$2500. This targets areas around rivers and lakes to  
create catch areas for chemicals, pesticides and eroded 
soils. The intent is to improve water quality. 

 



 

 

During the late 1800's and the early 1900's, Barrhead played an important role in the settlement of 
north-western Alberta. Highway 33, known as the Grizzly Trail, follows the original Klondike Trail, 
which was the shortest route to the Yukon during the Gold Rush years. Once established, this route 
was key to the settlement of the Peace River region.  

The old Barrhead town site, 3 km north of the present Town Centre, 
was a frequent stop over for the Klondiker's and others who needed 
supplies for the  rigorous journey north. Originally established in 
1906, Barrhead's position as a major trade centre on the historic  
Klondike Trail gave it a significant role in the settlement of  north-
western Alberta. It was a vital link in the trade route from Fort  
Edmonton to the Yukon. 

James McGuire, one of the first settlers in the area, named Barrhead after his 
hometown in Scotland. Today, the community's rich history can be revisited 
through a captivating collection of artifacts at the Barrhead and District Mu-
seum. The  museum also houses the third largest display of African exhibits 
in Canada, as well as the Barrhead Visitor Information Centre, which is open 
from May to September.   
 

The Great Blue Heron is another prominent figure in local lore and the 
Towns Official Mascot. The  elegant, long-legged bird, often spotted 
along the shores of local lakes, is the Town's official mascot. A statue of 
the bird is situated at the corner of 50 Street and 49 Street, next to the 
Community Gazebo that marks the Town centre and  miniatures of the 
bird adorn the street posts. The Blue Heron also known as "Aaron the Blue 
Heron" was built in 1984 by its creator, Trygve Seland. It is constructed of 
rebar, wire mesh and concrete and is 8 feet (2.4 metres) in height and is 
situated on a pedestal that is 4 feet (1.2 metres) in height. In 2014 the bird 
took a trip south of the border for repairs, while in warmer climate “Aaron 
the Blue Heron” found a mate “Sharon”.  

The County sat on a steering committee to designate the Athabasca  River as a Heritage River 
and also worked with the committee to have the  
Athabasca Sandhills, on the northern edge of 
the County designated for protection under the 
Special Places legislation.  

The Klondike (Vega) Ferry on the Athabasca 
River is one of only 7 remaining ferries in the 
Province of  Alberta. The ferry operates from 
April to October. An ice bridge serves the crossing 
during the winter months. 

 



 

 

The Town and County both have maintained cemeteries, with 
the Field of Honor maintained by the Royal Canadian Legion.  
 
In 1913 St. Mary Abbots Anglican Church was built. In 1928 the 
church was moved to Barrhead and now stands near the  
Thunder Lake Provincial Park.   
 
This year the CIB committee created a Facebook page Barrhead 
Town & County - History and Heritage.  Welcome to our  
project which is aimed at sharing, discussing and growing 
the history & heritage of Barrhead, Alberta. “The mission is to 
build a place for anyone interested in the past, present and  
future of Barrhead. Where community members can help piece 
together and grow our shared history. If you have any  
suggestions on how to improve the page or this mission feel 
free to message us or email barrheadheritage@gmail.com” 

The website already has 600 pictures uploaded and the  
Barrhead Leader will be digitalizing their first edition from 
1927 to be placed on the site. 

Local business Mainstreet PC & Print have old photos that they 
have re-mastered and the idea is to have signs made with the 
historical pictures on them. Then to place signs down town as a  
comparison to how main street looked before.  

Kyle Hughes, Sue Rees and Teresa Kristel have been working 
on this current project. Kyle has put together the website and is 
currently working with Teresa to gather stories from the  
members of the community that have lived in Barrhead for many years.  

The idea is to have a Tea with Seniors and to gather their history of the community. Kyle is also  
arranging to meet with the residents of the senior living “Hillcrest” and take video documents of 
their lives in Barrhead. After the information is gathered it will be added to the website for the 
 community to share.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/BarrheadHeritage/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/BarrheadHeritage/?fref=nf


 

 

All municipal buildings have green space and gardens incorporated into the 
grounds to enhance the exterior of the buildings. The Town Office, County 
Building, Agrena, Police Station and Public Library have either  
hanging baskets, planters, or in-ground beds incorporated into the landscape 
or a combination of the three. Sports field, and green spaces within Town 
parks are aerated, top dressed and over seeded every year, and all turf is cut 
on alternating days and in alternating patterns.  
 
Beaver Brooke Park, has been landscaped into naturalized areas,  
playground, trails, boardwalk and sports fields. In 2015 the playground was  
replaced, including fixing the weeping tile and drainage around the park. All 
playgrounds in the Town have been scheduled to have the sand replaced in 
2015/16. Another area that got revamped was the Rotary Park  
Campgrounds. This year the sign was replaced, the cook shack, bathrooms 
and post were all painted blue to match.  
 
 In our Down Town core the garden bed was  re-landscaped with old soil 
removed and replaced last year. Also in the spring of 2015 the Town added 
more lights to the trees to a beautify this area.  Shrubs, rocks and annuals 
where placed alongside the Blue Heron statue.  
 
All trees in the parks and in the Cemetery were trimmed for a uniformed 
look. This year 2 swing set will be installed. One at Denthor and the other at 
the Splash Park.   
 
The County of Barrhead organizes a Rural Beautification Award which 
acknowledges those in the County of Barrhead that have made special effort to 
beautify the county and show pride in their properties. The County then hosts 
a Tour which allows people to see these properties, as well enjoy the speakers 
on a subject related to the theme or project they picked that year.  Then then 
have a appreciation supper in January to give out the awards. They have it 
later in the year so that the county residents can partake in the supper without 
farm duties like harvest being a priority.  



 

 

In 2015 a  “Kick-off Event”  occurred during the annual Street  
Festival on June 13th to promote the program. The event incorporated 
Seniors week and had 2 local seniors lodge Hillcrest and Keir Care 
to create our prizes for the “Best in Bloom” contest. During the event 
residents voted on their favorite flower pot and the senior lodge with 
most votes will receive a prize. The True Hardware Garden  
Centre and De Herdt Gardens donated the flowers and pots for 
this event. This event was a great way to include the seniors and they 
loved getting out to do some gardening. The yellow petunias was the 
chosen Town flower and residents were encouraged to plant yellow 
and blue flowers as a sign of supporting the CIB program.  
 
This year the CIB Committee decided against having the local contest 
due to low enrollment in the previous year.  Instead this year we  
encouraged blocks to get together and beautify their neighbourhood 
and finish with a block party.  The business sector stepped up and the 
down town area is now lined with more flower barrels and baskets.  
 
The Town of Barrhead, contracted De Herdt Gardens to maintain/
plant As suggested last year the Town Office added some planters in 
front of their office. Flowers were added to the RCMP station and 
hanging plants to the Fire Hall.  
 
The Communities in Bloom Committee  partnered with the  
local Public Library and Lac Ste. Anne County horticulturist Lorraine 
Taylor and hosted a perennial swap on May 12th for the entire  
community to enjoy.   
 
The local hospital this year stepped up and fixed up their courtyard. 
Each section of the courtyard was assigned to a group like the tech lab, 
or x-ray, etc. This has really brighten up the hospital by adding some 
color and cheer.   
 
“Bloom Photo Shoot” was created in 2015 and partnership with the 
Barrhead Photography Club.  This contest encourages residents to 
gather more photos of our community events, flowers, landscapes to 
promote the club and CIB programs. The “Bloom Photo Shoot” has 3 
categories and has been split for both adults and youth 16 & under. 
The categories are Garden Visitors, Community and 
Environment. This year we added a few more  
categories Flowers & Trees  and Harvest. Ribbon 
prizes will be awarded on September 8th at the annual 
Make the Connection Night.   



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Community Events 
 

 Santa Parade/Light-up 

 Festival of Trees 

 Santa Skate 

 Family First Night Celebrations 

 Winter Walk Day 

 Fantastic Family Fun Fest 

 Easter Skate 

 Community Garden 

 Volunteer Appreciation 

 Community Fun Run/ Walk for ALs 

 Antique Car Run 

 Soap Box Derby/ Street Festival 

 Canada Day Celebrations 

 Summer Programs 

 Blue Heron Fair Days 

 Show & Shine 

 Fit for Motion 1/2 Marathon 

 Make the Connection 

 Cultural Days 

 Pumpkin Walk 
 

PARTNERS:PARTNERS:PARTNERS:   



 

 



 

 


