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Environmental issues have always been an integral part of the over 14 year history of the 
Communities in Bloom (CiB) program. We are very proud of how we have advocated many 
aspects of the environment within the overall mandate of the program which of course is to 
foster greater civic pride and hence greater quality of life. We are certainly reminded these days 
of the direct relationship between the environment and its effects on our quality of life.

We have seen throughout our program’s history how environmental issues have evolved and we 
have used this experience to stay at the forefront and integrated some of those evolving issues.

For example, we initially saw the many issues and debates raised over the use of pesticides 
and other chemicals and how this evolved towards the concept of Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM), also the concept of Integrated Plant Health Management and to related practices such 
as naturalization and other techniques. The interesting aspect to this is in fact the relationship 
between how these aspects evolved on an individual basis to later form a cohesive and 
integrated approach. As these ideas evolved, it also became more apparent how such practices 
could contribute to other pressing issues for Canadian municipalities such as storm water 
management, source protection and general water quality and air quality as some examples.

It is precisely this interrelationship of issues that is the cornerstone of the concept of Sustainable 
Development (SD). There are several definitions of SD but essentially it relates to understanding 
the impacts of decisions being made today and there long term effects on a broad range of 
social, economic as well as environmental issues.

It was in fact our vision over 6 years ago to integrate the concept of SD into the program which 
resulted in the updating of the evaluation grid to reflect these rapidly evolving issues. We are 
proud to acknowledge that this subject area has evolved even faster than expected to the extent 
that most Canadian municipalities have now adopted Sustainable Development strategies.

Looking ahead still, we see how more current environmental issues are evolving. Recent polls 
have concluded how Canadians consider the environment as their top concern even over health 
care. This clearly demonstrates that the environment is in fact part of our values and identity and 
as the level of awareness increases, so does the desire for real solutions and actions. 

This more recent build up could possibly be attributed to the ominous subject of Climate Change. 
Climate Change involves many aspects of environmental issues many of which have always 
been well know however the subject of climate change has likely been the most publicized. The 
difference is perhaps also related to the level of awareness and with more concrete examples 
of such impacts. Regardless of the reasons it adds another dimension to how we consider 
environmental issues.
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The most significant aspect of Climate Change is the creation of Greenhouse Gas (GHG’s) 
emissions which stems from many human activities. Reducing GHG’s remains the most effective 
approach in combating climate change which can be accomplished in many ways. In this 
segment, we want to demonstrate how municipalities including how our parks and green spaces 
can play a vital role in efforts towards combating climate change.

•   Establish a program to increase the energy efficiency of municipal buildings and recreational 
facilities. Encourage citizens and builders to improve the energy efficiency of their homes 
and businesses through incentive and information sharing programs. – In Canada buildings 
account for approximately 40% of total greenhouse gas emissions. At that scale, imagine the 
potential opportunities!

•   Reduce or eliminate the consumption of potable water for uses that do not require potable 
water – untreated water has not gone through the purification process and therefore less 
energy is used and less demand on municipal infrastructure.

•   Increase the efficiency of water use can be improved by approximately 30% just be converting 
older equipment to more efficient models. Less waste water also means less water is being 
treated. Imagine the potential savings by doing this on a city wide scale.

•   Maximize the potential that parks and green spaces can contribute to alternative forms of 
storm water management and reducing the area of impermeable surfaces. Again less water 
treated and/or that ends up in our waterways is the best preventative and most economical 
solution.

•   Continue to expand sources of alternative modes of transportation such as recreational trails 
through parklands and converting roadways to add cycle lanes. Over time, citizens will all 
make use of this green infrastructure and in doing so, will adopt healthy life style habits at the 
same time.

•   Encourage the development and use of alternative forms of energy for recreational facilities 
and other municipal operations. The more these alternatives become used, the more 
affordable and main stream they will become.

•   Reduce waste from building, renovation and general operations activities by recycling, reusing 
and composting all organic waste which can later be used to improve soil quality in green 
spaces. 

•   Methane generated from land fill sites is up to 10 times more damaging as a greenhouse gas 
than CO2 but it can be tapped and converted to energy for municipal operations.

•   Civil and park infrastructure – convert older lighting, traffic signals and signage systems to 
higher efficiency models and ensure that any new system are efficient models.
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•   Green Procurement – adopt policies and approaches to purchase ecologically friendly 
materials such as full life cycle costing – meaning how much energy and resources did it take 
to manufacture and distribute a product – buying local is a good example

•   Greening the Vehicle Fleet – there are numerous approaches to greening the fleet such as; 
using alternative fuel sources including hybrid vehicles, ethanol blended fuels and biodiesel, 
providing staff with alternative ways of travel such as biking or public transit passes, ride 
sharing during operational hours and encouraging reduced travel through fuel efficiency driver 
training programs and no idling policies. An overall 20% improve fuel efficiency can be easily 
achieved by even implementing even just some of these options.

•   Greening the Operational Fleet – There are even greater opportunities to reduce the overall 
energy demands and improve the fuel efficiency within the operational fleet; adopt no idling 
practices and train staff on fuel efficient techniques, engage staff in finding ways to reduce 
equipment operations requirements which can also be accomplished by the way parks and 
green spaces are actually designed, convert older equipment to 4 stoke and green rated 
equipment. Again the opportunities are all accessible.

•   Increasing the urban forest cover will increase air quality while also sequestering CO2 
and other air pollutants. It will also help reduce the urban heat effect and reduce air born 
sediments know as particulates that have a significant impact on air quality and the smog 
effect. Many Canadian cities are now making aggressive attempts to double there tree 
canopies because of the hard evidence of those and other benefits.

•   Consider ways to incorporate green roofs and green walls within existing and new buildings 
and facilities.

•   Encourage citizens to “landscape for energy efficiency” which can reduce home energy 
consumption by up to 30% overall.

•   Encourage the expansion of urban agriculture as a creative use of parks and other green 
spaces. This can become a significant economic way of supporting existing and future parks 
while contributing to social and community development programs.

•   Increasing naturalization will contribute in numerous ways including greater biodiversity. Also, 
some native non woody plants can sequester or absorb up to 5 times more CO2 than other 
types of vegetation and therefore can play a vital part of a climate change program.

While this list is not exhaustive, it does highlight many key areas that municipal parks 
departments’ can take action and achieve real results towards climate change and other 
environmental issues. While most if not all of these aspects are actually reflected in our 
evaluation grid, it is perhaps another way of looking at the many positive attributes that our 
parks and green spaces play in our society. 
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CiB believes that municipalities have the best opportunities for taking real actions and achieving 
real results in addressing many environmental issues. CiB is committed to making this possible 
through our program and by sharing the many creative and innovative success stories we see 
across Canada. We also would like to emphasize that all these solutions and possibilities are 
achievable and accessible to municipalities or any size.

Communities in Bloom is proud to have inspired and influenced positive changes for hundreds of 
communities across Canada which is certainly our most prized achievement. This is why we are 
determined to use these past successes and look ahead to consider emerging areas and identify 
the many ways that our parks and green spaces contribute to broader topics of environmental, 
social and economic issues – the essence of sustainable communities and true quality of life.
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