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 Welcome to Cardston, a small and vi-
brant community nestled in the foothills of the 
Rockies! Visitors are regularly impressed by 
the large and clean avenues reminiscent of by-
gone days of horse drawn carriages, by the 
well-manicured properties and treed boule-
vards, by our spectacular Golf Course, our his-
torical buildings, as well as the municipal ef-
forts to maintain our parks and green spaces.   

  Cardston has been involved in Commu-
nities in Bloom since 2007, and had the distinct 
honor to be awarded 5 Blooms in 2014 for their 
achievement in community involvement, herit-
age conservation, environmental awareness 
and tidiness, floral displays, urban forestry and 
landscape (including Turf and Groundcovers).  

  Cardston is committed to fostering civic 
pride, environmental responsibility and beauti-
fication through community involvement. The 
more our residents are involved in the Com-
munities in Bloom program the more beautiful 
and resilient our town will become. 

 Many thanks to our judges for visiting 
our Town and for their valuable suggestions 
and contributions. It is a pleasure to host you 
in our welcoming community! 

 

Maggie Kronen 
Mayor 

Message from the Mayor 



About Cardston 
 Cardston has a moderate continental climate with warm summers and 
mild winters influenced by Chinook winds. These Chinook winds result in 
the reduction of the severity and length of winter cold snaps. This area also 
receives high amounts of sunshine throughout the year.  
 

 Cardston has many parks, trails, and playgrounds that can be enjoyed 
by people of all ages and fitness levels. In 2014, the outdoor pool was reno-
vated. It operates from mid-May to early September. The simple but digni-
fied Lee Creek runs through the town with a scenic trail running parallel to 
it, offering great opportunities to view local wildlife and enjoy the great 
outdoors. 



 

 

Municipal Information 
Municipality: Town of Cardston 

Population: 3,580 

Municipal Budget: $9,249, 536 

Parks budget as a % of municipal budget: 11.8% 

Total area: 4.57 square miles  

Parks and green spaces area as a % of total area: 9.33% 

 



Municipal Plan 
Mayor Maggie Kronen and Town Council have declared 

July 18, 2017, the day the judges arrive , as Beautification 
Day within the Town of Cardston . 

 Leading up to July 18th, the Communities in Bloom 
Committee put announcements on Facebook and the 

Town's website encouraging residents to help spruce up the 
town . They also made posters of the announcement and put 

these up in the businesses on Main Street. 
 Members of the Committee have been working hard 

weeding the flower beds and picking up litter the last couple 
weeks leading up to the judges' visit. 

 



  

Itinerary 

9:00 AM – Welcome: 

 Begin at Town Office  
 Meet and Greet with Judges 
 Breakfast with the Mayor  

10 AM - Carriage Tour: 

 Courthouse Museum 
 Main Street 
 Cardston Soccer Park 
 Community Garden 
 Recycling Center 
 North Entrance to Town 
 Hospital 
 Cardston Alberta Temple 
 Town Square 
 Golf Course 
 Sunset Park 
 Lee Creek Carriage Lane 
 Rotary Park Playground 
 Fay Ray Fountain 
 Remington Alberta Carriage Center 

1:00 PM - Lunch and Entertainment: 

 Cobblestone Manor Restaurant 
 Entertainment 

3:00 PM – Cemetery: 

 Tour of Cemetery 

4:00 PM - End of Tour: 

 Judges’ Quiet Time to Complete Evaluation 





Outline of Judging Elements 
Tidiness 

 
Municipal 

 Cardston/Moses Lake Clean-up 

 Parks & Recreation Staff responsibili-
ties 

 By-laws 

 Volker Stevin responsibilities 

 Public Works responsibilities 

Business and Institutions 

 Local Businesses 

 Vacant Buildings 

 Graffiti 

 Flower Barrels 

Residential 

 Yard of the Week 

Community Involvement 

 4-H Clubs 

 Church Groups 

 Service Groups 

 Volunteer Appreciation 

Environmental Action 
 
Municipal 

 Recycling by The Cardston & District 
Association for the Handicapped 

 Composting  

 Best Practices Study 

 Water Conservation Project 

 Energy Conservation 

 Solar Panels 

 Lee Creek Preservation 

 Retention Ponds 

Business and Institutions 

 Promotion of Energy saving 

Residential 

 Energy Conservation  

 Garden Mulch 

 Water Conservation Project 

 Walking and Bike paths 

Community Involvement 

 Water Conservation Project 



Outline of Judging Elements 
Heritage Conservation 

Municipal 

 Card Home 

 Courthouse Museum 

 Heritage Tree Conservation  

 Mormon Temple 

 Canada’s Mormon Trail 

 Chautaugua 

 Cardston and Moses Lake Pow-wow 

 Fay Wray Fountain 

 South Hill Native Plants 

Business and Institutions 

 Historic Main Street 

 Cobblestone Manor 

 Remington Center 

 Municipal Historic Resources 

Residential 

 Historical Homes 

Community Involvement 

 Music, Dance, and Theatre 

 Party in the Park 

 Festival of Lights 

 Sports and Schools 

 Service Clubs 

 Remembrance Day Services 

Urban Forest 
Municipal 

 Tree replacement 

 Nursery 

 Arborist 

 Heritage trees 

 Fruit trees 

 Dutch Elm disease 

Business and Institutions 

 Temple 

 Landscaping 

Residential 

 Boulevard Tree Planting 

Community Involvement 

 Sunset Park 

 Canada 150 



Outline of Judging Elements 
Landscape 

Municipal 

 Parks, Soccer fields and Ball Diamonds 

 Welcome Signs 

 Lee Creek Golf Club 

Business and Institutions 

 Remington Carriage Museum 

 Main Street 

 The Mormon Temple 

 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints 

Residential 

 Yard of the Week 

 Garden Tour 

Community Involvement 

 Rotary Club 

 Kinsman Club 

 Royal Canadian Legion 

 School Division 

 Sunset Park 

 Community Garden 

Floral Displays 
Municipal 

 Hanging Baskets 

 Potted plants on Main Street 

 Main Street planters 

 Fay Wray Fountain 

 North Welcome Sign 

Business and Institutions 

 Chamber of Commerce 

 Store fronts 

 Remington Center 

 Temple Grounds 

Residential  

 Yard of The Week 

Community Involvement 

 Historical Society 

 Communities in Bloom  



Tidiness 



TIDINESS 
By Andy Strang 

 
Municipal 

 The Town of Cardston continues to 
work in conjunction with the Blood Tribe 
for an annual clean up of Moses Lake, 
which is the area of the Blood Reserve di-
rectly adjacent to the town limits on the 
North side.  The Blood Tribe organizes 
the clean up and Town of Cardston em-
ployees from the Public Works depart-
ment assist with this clean up.  Each year 
volunteers from the Town of Cardston as-
sist with the Volker Stevin highway clean 
up and volunteers also concentrate on Lee 
Creek and clean litter away from the 
banks thereof.  

 The Town of Cardston Parks and 
Recreation Staff work hard to maintain 
the cleanliness of our parks and recrea-
tional fields.  They have placed trash re-
ceptacles along Main Street to eliminate 
litter.  The Public Works and Parks Staff 
empty the garbage receptacles on a daily 
basis, mow the town properties, and 
groom the trees in the parks. 

 The Town of Cardston provides by-
laws pertaining to unsightly residential 
and commercial properties, and litter.  
The Town of Cardston Community Peace 
Officer keeps these bylaws enforced by 
talking to homeowners with overgrown 
grass and weeds, and issuing letters and 
fines when necessary to anyone in contra-
vention of these bylaws. 



  
Volker Stevin maintains the Main Street in 
town, which is Highway #2, as well as 1st 
Avenue, which is Highway #5.  They per-
form the snow removal on these streets 
during the winter and maintain the shoul-
ders on Highway #5 by mowing along the 
side of the road during the summer.  The 
Town of Cardston Public Works depart-
ment maintains the rest of the roadways 
in town and assists Volker Stevin with 
Main Street in the way of the street clean-
ing & snow removal at night during the 
winter months.  The Public Works depart-
ment cleans the streets each spring to 
clean up the gravel put on the roadways 
during the winter months and then peri-
odically cleans the streets during the sum-
mer as needed. The Town of Cardston 
street cleaners follow the annual parade 
and clean up the route after the parade.  
 
Business & Institutions 

 Several local businesses have im-
proved the look of their storefronts in 
many ways and by doing so have encour-
aged other store owners to spruce up and 
clean-up their store fronts and properties.  
The Cardston Communities in Bloom 
Committee has also tidied Main Street by 
utilizing Provincial grants to install recy-
cled rubber mats in the tree wells which 
keep the dirt off the sidewalks.  To com-
pliment this effort, they also built and in-
stalled planter boxes around half the trees 
and annually plant fresh flowers in these 
boxes.  Communities In Bloom with the 
help of the Electrical Department have in-
stalled Canadian flags on Main Street 
from July 1 to Labor day.  



 

The Town of Cardston has a Vacant 
Building By-law for commercial business-
es; this puts the responsibility on the 
storeowner to keep their building in good 
repair.   

The Cardston and District Chamber 
of Commerce has worked closely with our 
Community Peace Officer in removing 
and keeping in check any graffiti that may 
be placed on any public and private prop-
erty. 

The Communities In Bloom place 
barrels with flowers at the jut outs on 
Main Street, the Civic Centre, the Ceno-
taph, and the Fay Ray Fountain.  

Residential 

In 2009, the Communities In Bloom 
Committee established a contest called 
“Yard of the Week.”  Due to the success-
fulness of this program, it has continued 
over the past eight years. Members of the 
Communities in Bloom Committee choose 
a residential yard to be spotlighted as 
“The Yard of the Week.”  The yard is then 
featured on a poster on Main Street, the 
Town of Cardston website and Facebook 
page, and the Town office lobby marquee.  
The resident is awarded a plaque and a 
sign to display in their yard.  The “Yard of 
the Week” is chosen to spotlight those 
who work hard to beautify their homes 
and who display unique landscape de-
signs.    

 



 

The following criteria are consid-
ered:  maintenance of a well kept 
groomed lawn; beautiful flower and vege-
table gardens that are unique in color and 
design; maintenance of a clean and tidy 
property. Some of the youth groups in 
town place Canadian flags at residents’ 
yards for holidays.  

Community Involvement 

 The Town of Cardston has a number 
of youth groups who provide service pro-
jects throughout the year and assist with 
painting and cleaning in the parks and 
playgrounds with the approval of the 
Town of Cardston Parks and Recreation 
staff.  They have also conducted a service 
project to help clean headstones and clean 
up the Cardston Cemetery and surround-
ing county cemeteries.  4-H Clubs have al-
so participated in Volker Stevin Highway 
clean up around Cardston. 

The citizens of the Town of Card-
ston are wonderful!  They are always will-
ing to donate their time and talents to 
help.  To show our appreciation to all our 
many volunteers, the Town of Cardston 
either holds a volunteer appreciation din-
ner or gives a volunteer appreciation gift 
every year.  Those who have volunteered 
their time throughout the year such as 
non-profit organizations, recreational 
clubs, and event coordinators are recog-
nized.  Many of which have donated their 
time and talents in beautifying and keep-
ing our town clean and tidy. 



Environmental Action 



ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
By Cou. Bill Creed 
 
Municipal 

The Cardston and District Association 
for the Handicapped is contracted by the 
Town to run a recycling program which not 
only benefits the town, but also provides op-
portunities for people with disabilities to gain 
work experience.  The Association recycles e-
waste, cans, plastics, paper, cardboard, and 
clothing, and they operate a second hand re-
tail outlet to facilitate the reuse of many other 
items.  The Town applied for a grant this past 
year for the purpose of upgrading and ex-
panding our recycling facilities. Unfortunate-
ly our application was turned down; howev-
er, the Town is committed to expanding our 
recycling program and is reserving funds in 
this and next years budgets in order to ex-
pand our facilities as desired. 

The Town has encouraged composting 
of organic waste for some time and  the Town 
no longer accepts grass clippings or like ma-
terial in domestic garbage, but requires it to 
be composted or dumped on a compost pile 
at our Transfer Station. The Town's garbage 
contractor picks up compostable wastes eve-
ry Friday from the residents who notify the 
Town that they have such waste. Composta-
ble bags are provided free of charge to resi-
dents at the Town Office. When the parks are 
mowed and the clippings are bagged, the 
clippings are fed to cattle as opposed to be 
taken to the Transfer Station.  After Christ-
mas and during the spring, when trees are 
trimmed away from the power lines, the trees 
are shredded and the chips are stored in a 
pile which residents can use for mulch. 



 
The Town is a member of the Chief 

Mountain Solid Waste Authority along 
with a number of other municipalities. The 
authority operates a landfill in the region 
but the members meet regularly and ex-
change ideas for reducing waste. A few 
years ago the Town applied for a grant for 
a "Best Practices" study to try to find ways 
to not only improve the governance of the 
authority but to improve their environ-
mental stewardship. Through the Best 
Practices study, the Town is also looking at 
establishing green & blue bin curb side 
pick up to help reduce the amount of re-
fuse going to the Landfill. However this is 
quite costly and it may be some time be-
fore it can be implemented. In the mean 
time the Town is looking for any other 
ways to reduce, reuse and recycle.  In try-
ing to reduce refuse, the Town’s Garbage 
Bylaw #1623, which was passed in Sept. 
2013, limits the amount of garbage that can 
be collected per household to a maximum 
of 4 bags or cans weighing no more than 
40lb. each per weekly pickup. 

The Town has promoted water con-
servation, offering to resident’s free flow 
restrictors for shower heads and aerators 
for faucets as well as rebates for replacing 
toilets with low flush or duel flush types.  
The Town has a gravity pressure, raw wa-
ter irrigation line which provides water for 
the golf course, the reunion center and 
campground, the Lion’s and Rotary parks, 
and the Remington Carriage Museum. 
Other users are contemplated for the fu-
ture. 

 



 
The Town is looking at ways to re-

duce energy consumption; they have ret-
rofitted lighting in some Town buildings 
and there is a program to gradually re-
place street lighting with LED lighting. 

The Town is pursuing an ambitious 
project to install solar panels on two of 
our major facilities to reduce power con-
sumption from the electricity grid. This is 
being installed currently and it should be 
up and running by the beginning of sum-
mer. This will be the largest solar installa-
tion of any comparable town in the prov-
ince.   

The Town is committed to preserv-
ing the environmental reserve along the 
Lee Creek and is working with Alberta 
Environment in the preservation. The 
Town is a member of the Old Man River 
Watershed Council. 

In all new residential developments, 
retention ponds are planned and the plans 
laid for storm water management. 

 
Business and Institutions 
 The commercial businesses are be-
coming more environmentally inclined by 
helping promote energy efficient appli-
ances, water conserving toilets, and aera-
tors.  The local contractors install energy 
efficient windows, appliances, furnaces, 
insulation, and water saving devices in all 
new residential homes.  The local contrac-
tors also use generators during the initial 
stages of construction rather than request-
ing a temporary connection to our electri-
cal system. 
 
  



 
Residential 

There are a few residents who have 
installed solar panels on their homes and 
South grow, a REDA to which Cardston is 
a member, has a program to teach people 
the basics for setting up solar power sys-
tems.  
 Some town residents are learning 
how to use grass clippings or wood chips 
as mulch on their gardens.  This helps to 
conserve soil moisture and inhibits weed 
growth. There seems to be an increasing 
interest in gardening in the community. I 
have noticed a few residents who collect 
rainwater to assist with their garden wa-
tering.  

One of the advantages of a small 
community like Cardston is that all the 
services are in walking distance for most 
of the residents, and many residents do 
walk or bike to work or to downtown.  
One of the priorities listed in Cardston’s 
strategic plan is the development of more 
walking and biking paths.  
 
Community Involvement 

Since 2010, the Town has given out 
202 flow restrictors and 41 aerators have 
issued rebates for 24 low flush toilets and 
21 duel flush toilets. 

 
 



Heritage Conservation 



HERITAGE CONSERVATION 
By Diane Barnes 

 
Municipal 

Cardston has an abundance of his-
torical and interesting sites.  The people of 
this area take great pride in preserving 
and remembering our past. 

Cardston was settled in 1887 by 
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (Mormons) from Utah 
Territory who travelled via the Macleod-
Benton Trail to Alberta in one of the cen-
tury's last wagon migrations. They de-
parted April 6th and arrived June 3rd.  The 
official founder of the town is Charles Ora 
Card, after whom the town is named. His 
home, one of the first to be built, still 
stands in its original location on Main 
Street.  This building is open to the public 
free of charge and where one can learn of 
the life style and means in which they 
lived.  The Town of Cardston, in partner-
ship with the Cardston and District His-
torical Society, maintain the building and 
beautiful landscaping around it.  A mural 
depicting the pioneers settling the area is 
painted on an adjacent wall. 

The Historic Courthouse & Heritage 
Museum is a beautiful sandstone struc-
ture that was built in 1907 from a local 
sandstone quarry just southwest of pre-
sent day Cardston.  This courthouse was 
the first courthouse to be built by the then 
newly formed Province of Alberta, and 
has the distinction of being used longer 
than any other courthouse in Alberta.   



 

Today you can take a tour for a 
minimal cost of $3.00, seeing artifacts da-
ting back to the time of Cardston’s settle-
ment as well as the original magistrate’s 
bench and witness stands, jail cells com-
plete with graffiti dating back through the 
years. The wooden doors, window 
frames, and vaulted ceiling are the origi-
nal work of the craftsmen of that day.    

Three years ago, the Cardston His-
torical Society started a 3-year project to 
preserve this structure as the sandstone 
was starting to deteriorate significantly.  
The Historical Society hired a profession-
al restoration company, approved by the 
Alberta Historic Resources Foundation.  
They started by cleaning all the algae and 
lichens off the sandstone.  Now they are 
repairing some of the badly deteriorating 
sandstone blocks and hope to see the ex-
terior of the building completed in 2017. 

To enhance our community’s Herit-
age Conservation the Communities in 
Bloom committee and the Town of Card-
ston in conjunction with Canada’s 150th 
anniversary celebration have given for-
mal recognition to five elm trees on the 
lot of the Court House and Heritage Mu-
seum as heritage trees on June 29, 2017. A 
program of singing O Canada, prayer, 
and two speakers, the chair of the CiB 
committee, Dr. Andrew Strang,  and Mr. 
William Creed, Cardston Town Council 
member on the committee. Also a poem 
written and recited by Emma Jaques pro-
ceeded the unveiling of a new sign telling 
the story of the trees.   



 
The elms were planted in May 1931 

by the Cardston Relief Society. The fol-
lowing excerpt is taken from The Card-
ston News, May 14, 1931 edition, “Mrs. 
Dora Jacobs explained the five elm trees 
were planted in loving memory of the 
thirty-three splendid men whom we all 
revere as the Fathers of Confederation. 

Mr. Rulon E. Hicken, the Principle 
of the High School concluded his remarks 
by saying, “then let these trees planted by 
loving and patriotic hands, and nurtured 
by this virgin soil, the sunshine and the 
dews of heaven, grow to be fitting monu-
ments to the wisdom and foresight of 
those Pioneer Canadian Statesmen, whose 
memory we love to honor, “The Fathers 
of Confederation”.  

The Cardston Alberta Temple is one 
of Cardston’s most prominent and recog-
nized landmarks.  This is another national 
historical building that adorns our town.  
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints started construction in 1913 and 
took ten years to complete.  This Temple 
also has the distinction of being the first 
Temple built outside of the United States.  
Cardston was known as Canada’s Temple 
City until 1984 when other Temples were 
built in Canada.  There is a Visitor Center 
located in front of the Temple with per-
sonal to answer questions for visitors 
about the temple.  The Cardston Temple 
sits on a 7.5 acre lot in the center of town. 
The Church does a tremendous job in 
preserving the Temple building as well as 
maintaining the beautiful grounds.   



 

On September 16, 1995 the Temple re-
ceived recognition as a Canadian Histori-
cal Site, dubbed as “the first consciously 
modern building in the province of Alber-
ta”. Patrons come from a radius of about 
180 kilometers in all directions to the tem-
ple. 

The Town has been working with 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints along with the other neighboring 
towns of Magrath, Raymond, and Stirling 
on a program called “Canada’s Mormon 
Trail”.  The Town has established a web-
site at www.theMormonTrail.ca which ex-
plains this project.  The 4 communities 
have been working with The Church His-
tory Department and have recently part-
nered with Alberta Culture and the Cana-
dian Badlands on this Tourism Visioning 
Project.  The LDS Church has erected 
markers in all the communities, the one in 
the Town of Cardston is located at the 
Card Home, which have QR codes at-
tached that you can access pictures, vide-
os, and other information on the history. 
The Town is working with the LDS 
Church to get more markers placed 
around town. The Remington Carriage 
Museum is also participating in this pro-
gram by offering guided carriage rides 
from the Museum to all the Mormon Trail 
sites around town. 

In the summer of 2016 Chautauqua 
was reintroduced to Cardston to celebrat-
ed, education, cultural arts, religion and 
recreation.   

http://www.theMormonTrail.ca�


 

The four communities mentioned above 
held a Chautauqua day in each communi-
ty beginning in Stirling, and ending in 
Cardston. The cultural arts portion and a 
highlight of the event was a historical 
musical theatrical production telling the 
story of Charles and Zina Card and their 
decision to accept the call to form a new 
settlement in Canada. It had a large cast 
and stage crew. The play was held in 
Cardston each evening. The town has de-
cided to do it every other year in the fu-
ture since it takes so many volunteers to 
make it successful.  

In 2008, representatives of the Mo-
ses Lake Community (the area of the 
Blood Reserve directly north of town) 
presented a delegation to the Town 
Council to hold a joint Cardston/Moses 
Lake Pow-wow.  The Cardston/Moses 
Lake annual Pow-wow is a beautiful cele-
bration of native culture.  Here the Town 
of Cardston and the Blood Tribe come to-
gether to promote unity within the two 
communities.  Traditional dancing, food, 
games, songs and drumming are all on 
display.  Teepee villages are erected sur-
rounding the festivities, in which visitors 
can enjoy and experience the history of 
the native people. 

Cardston has a historical Holly-
wood connection too.  Known as Card-
ston’s favorite daughter, Fay Wray, the 
damsel in distress in the original movie 
King Kong, was born just outside of 
town.  A small fountain made of stone, 
and a giant metal sign with an image of 
Fay and King Kong cut into it is located  



 

on our Main Street as a tribute to her. 

Our Tourist Information Center, 
along with the Chamber of Commerce, 
have establishing a walking tour of Main 
Street where tourists can obtain a map 
and collect “passport stamps” from vari-
ous points of interest.  They worked dili-
gently with the Cardston & District His-
torical Society and launched the tour in 
the 2015 summer season. 

Some time ago, the Communities in 
Bloom Committee discovered a rare site 
on the south hill of town off 9th Avenue 
West.  Here local native plants and flow-
ers are still growing that are becoming ex-
tinct to the area.  All the plants have been 
identified and named. It was discovered 
that this piece of land was set aside by the 
Cardston & District Historical Society for 
the purpose of preserving the natural 
plants that grow there.  

Business and Institutions 

Cardston’s newest addition to pre-
serving our heritage is the Remington 
Carriage Museum.  Opened in 1993, and 
the largest of its kind in the world, the Re-
mington Carriage Museum displays more 
than 240 carriages.  The museum is a pub-
lic facility providing visitors with an ap-
preciation of an authentic experience with 
19th and early 20th century horse-drawn 
transportation.  Using state-of-the-art 
techniques, the Remington Carriage Mu-
seum brings this bygone era to life.  Inter-
national travelers have acknowledged the 
display as the finest in the world.   



 

Rated "The Best Indoor Attraction in Can-
ada" four times by Attractions Canada, 
the museum boasts a working stable, car-
riage rides, video displays, wedding 
rooms, an 80 seat theatre, and a Victorian 
gift shop and restaurant. This summer in 
celebration of Canada’s 150th Anniversary 
the Remington Carriage Museum will be 
hosting the Canada celebrations on the 
north lawn.   

Another national registered histori-
cal site Cardston has is the Cobblestone 
manor, built in 1928 by one of Alberta’s 
most mysterious eccentrics, Henry Hoet.  
Grand Delusions is the true story of Cob-
blestone Manor and a recluse from Bel-
gium who spent fifteen years building it 
for the woman he loved, who never came.  
Meticulously constructed of logs and riv-
er rock over 39 years, beginning in 1889, 
Cardston's landmark Cobblestone Manor 
is now a refined restaurant, with bed and 
breakfast accommodation for out-of-
towners.  On September 10, 1982 The 
Cobblestone Manor was designated as an 
Alberta Historical Resource Site. 

Cardston’s Main Street is still the 
same as when it was first established.  
The building facades have not changed 
throughout time even though businesses 
have changed.  Most buildings have re-
mained true to their original designs.  The 
commercial owners have been great in 
preserving this historical Main Street.  
The Chamber of Commerce works well 
with the Town in enhancing this area. 



 

The building located at 29 – 2 Ave. 
W. has received recognition as a Munici-
pal Historic Resource.  This building was 
originally the Royal Bank in town.   

The Town has been working with 
other commercial property owners on es-
tablishing their properties as Municipal 
Historic Resources. 

Residential 

Cardston is home to many homes 
that are over 100 years old.  The owners of 
these homes take great pride in restoring 
and maintaining the character and history 
of these buildings.  The Town has been 
working with some residents on estab-
lishing their properties as Municipal His-
toric Resources. 

Community Involvement 

Cardston is a culturally rich com-
munity; some of the culture is seen in ar-
chitecture and some of it in, intangible 
culture. Beginning with the first settlers in 
1887 led by Charles Ora Card, music, 
dance, and theatre provided entertain-
ment and refinement for the pioneers. Zi-
na Card began in earnest to determine the 
talent the settlement population had 
which had accompanied her and her hus-
band to this new land. Shortly after the 
New Year in 1888 she held concerts by ap-
pointment as a way to allow the settlers 
an opportunity to share their talents. She 
would choose the chair to begin the even-
ing, they would perform and then call up-
on a member of the audience and each in 
turn until everyone had the opportunity 
to sing, play an instrument, recite, or give 
a speech.  



 

One of the earliest theatrical productions 
was by Sarah Bates Daines, “For the Want 
of a Servant”. 

 Frank Layne who arrived in 1887 
played the violin and when Andrew 
Archibald arrived in 1889 with his cornet, 
a band was struck up. In 1903 two gifted 
musicians arrived in Cardston both had 
been born in England they were Arthur T. 
Henson and Samuel Smith Newton. A. T. 
Henson taught music in the school and 
S.S. Newton formed a military band 
teaching the youth of the community how 
to play wood and brass wind instru-
ments. Newton took his band to a Winni-
peg band competition in 1905 and led the 
band until 1955. This is the same S.S. 
Newton who was the architect and con-
tractor for the building of the Court 
House in 1907. A. T. Henson started the 
first High School Band in Western Cana-
da in 1919. Cardston has always had a 
number of piano teachers through the 
years, each teacher holding a yearly piano 
recital. Cardston has dance studios and 
dance recitals each year. A Christmas and 
a spring Junior & High School band con-
cert are annual events for the public to at-
tend.  Today, Cardston has violin and 
harp teachers to add to the choices of mu-
sic lessons for students.  

 Cardston has a number of excellent 
choirs. The Cardston Elementary School 
has a grade1-3 and a grade 4-6 choir un-
der the direction of Linda Burwell and 
has won provincial and national awards.  



 

 

 
The Cardston Rotary Club puts on a 
Christmas Musical Festival each year on 
the second Sunday in December and also 
hosts the Rotary Musical Festival every 
year in March for school choirs, individu-
al musicians, musical theater performanc-
es and singers.  At the close of the Festival 
the winners perform at a special evening. 
Several award winners then go on to the 
provincials to win awards. They also have 
won awards. 
 
2014 Provincial Choral Festival Results 

May 11, 2014: 
 
CATEGORY: P971 ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL CHOIR - GRADES 1 – 3 
 
 First Place Cardston Elementary 

School Jr. directed by Linda Burwell 
sponsored by CARDSTON ROTARY 

 
CATEGORY: P908 PROVINCIAL NA-
TIONAL CHORAL - SCHOOL - 12 AND 
UNDER 
 
 Recommended Cardston School Senior 

Choir directed by Linda Burwell. 
 The Cardston Girls Choir and the 

Cantrix Choir are directed by Leslie 
Dittman.  

 
CATEGORY: P914 CHORAL - 19 YEARS 
AND UNDER 
 
 Second Place Cardston Girls Choir di-

rected by Leslie Dittman, sponsored by 
CARDSTON ROTARY                                                         

                                        



 

Much of this musical talent finds expres-
sion in the two theatre production com-
panies, Cardston Community Theatre 
and Carriage House Theatre. Cardston 
Community Theatre celebrated its 40th 
year this year in May with a Flashback 
Musical Review.  

 The Carriage House Theatre is in its 
29th year this season. It runs three produc-
tions through July and August each sum-
mer attracting visitors from all over Cana-
da and the USA. It also does a late winter 
production in February. All the produc-
tions are family friendly, full of life, vigor, 
and great entertainment.                                                       

Each year Cardston celebrates Can-
ada Day with a Party in the Park and fire-
works. This year to celebrate Canada’s 
150th Anniversary the Party in the Park 
will be held on the grounds at the Re-
mington Carriage Museum, with a pan-
cake breakfast and various fun activities 
in the afternoon. A fireworks display 
starting at 11:00 PM at the Lions Park will 
be held in the evening. A large turnout is 
always expected for this event. 

       Sports also have a long heritage in 
this community and provided recreation 
and entertainment. Rodeo began here as 
an outdoor sport in 1904 and has pro-
duced Hall of Fame individuals as Jim 
Austin, Chris Shade of the Blood tribe, 
Herman and Warner Linder, Fred and 
James Gladstone to name a few of the 
great ones. Each year there are rodeos 
through the summer that continue to 
draw great riders and great crowds.  

 

 



  

High School basketball competition 
has been keen for five generations among 
Cardston, Raymond and Magrath High 
Schools and Alumni. The Alumni play the 
last weekend of November and is a tradi-
tion that no basketball fan would miss. 
The Cougar Classic is two weeks later. 
The three High Schools have each taken a 
goodly number of provincial champion-
ships over the years. 

Cardston used to celebrate Cardston 
Day on the second of July but over the 
years it changed and now it is celebrated 
the week following Heritage Day with 
various activities during the week, with a 
parade, rodeo and fireworks on Saturday. 
The population swells with Cardstonites 
returning with their families for class re-
unions held every ten years for each of 
the graduating classes which includes be-
ing on a float in the parade and a BBQ ei-
ther Friday evening or Saturday after the 
parade. 

Cardston has a new tradition. For 
the last two years of the Festival of Lights 
has brought in the Christmas Season with 
Santa Clause arriving at the Remington 
Carriage Museum to light up the thou-
sands of lights on the trees, shrubs and 
buildings. Music, singing, food, cookie 
decorating, decorated Christmas trees, 
auctions, wagon rides and hundreds of 
people are all part of this new tradition. 

 The Elementary, Junior High, and 
High Schools all hold a Native Awareness 
Week.   



 

During this week schools have native 
dance & drum demonstrations and the 
Junior High and High Schools elect a 
CJHS Native Princess and a CHS Native 
Princess.  These competitions are judged 
using the same criteria as the Princess 
Pageants for Pow-wows.  

The residents of the Town of Card-
ston are wonderful to support the history 
of our community and cultures.  We get 
tremendous participation for our Remem-
brance Day services which include pro-
grams afterwards at the Courthouse Mu-
seum. The many residents volunteer to 
help make the Cardston/Moses Lake 
Pow-wow a successful event each year. 

Cardston is rich in service clubs like 
Rotary, Lions, and the Legion that are al-
ways willing to donate money to help fa-
cilitate programming. Organizations such 
as Communities in Bloom, Historical So-
ciety, Chamber of Commerce, Economic 
Development, Ag Society and our local 
churches all play a part in preserving and 
maintaining our little jewel known as 
Cardston. It is a fun place to live with lots 
of opportunity to get involved in the com-
munity.   



Urban Forest 



URBAN FOREST 
By Cou. Bill Creed 

 
Municipal 

When the Mormon pioneers came 
to this area under the leadership of 
Charles Ora Card, there were few trees 
except in the river valleys and along the 
creek.  The trees were mostly cotton-
woods and willows.  As people built 
homes in the new community they also 
planted trees and today there are trees on 
nearly every lot.  The trees in the commu-
nity have to be hardy varieties because of 
the extreme weather conditions we expe-
rience, with multiple freeze/thaw cycles 
in a year and gale force winds which are 
common occurrences at least once or 
twice every year. 

Common species in town include 
Poplars, Ashes, Elms, Willows, Weeping 
Birch, and other varieties.  Flowering and 
fruit bearing trees are increasing in popu-
larity.  As for evergreens, Engelmann and 
Colorado spruce are the most common 
though there are some pines also.  Indi-
viduals, institutions, and the Town con-
tinue to add to our urban forest and re-
place the old damaged or dying trees. 

 Town Council has been considering 
using a piece of town owned property to 
establish a nursery where saplings can be 
planted and grown until they can used to 
replace another tree elsewhere in town.  
Administration has been directed to look 
into this policy. 

 



 
The town has an annual budget of 

$5000 for tree replacement and/or the 
planting of new trees as well as a $7000 
budget for tree maintenance each year. In 
addition, there is $5000 set aside each year 
for a utility arborist to ensure that prun-
ing around power lines is done in a prop-
er manner to maintain the health of the 
trees. 

We are fortunate to have an arborist 
who lives in the community and the town 
has used his services extensively this past 
year. It is one of the goals of our commit-
tee to work with the arborist and the 
parks department to develop a compre-
hensive tree maintenance program as well 
as an inventory of the trees in the public 
spaces. 

This past year our Town CAO sug-
gested to the Communities in Bloom com-
mittee that since the scope of Communi-
ties in Bloom is so broad and our commit-
tee is small, that our committee try to fo-
cus on one of the areas each year so that 
we do not spread ourselves too thin try-
ing to do too many things. In accordance 
with that suggestion, our committee vot-
ed to make the urban forestry our priority 
this year. One of the initiatives we chose 
to pursue was to identify and designate 
heritage trees. This is also in accord with a 
recommendation from the previous CIB 
judges.  



 
The Town approved a policy for the des-
ignation of heritage trees and then ap-
proved the designation of five American 
elm trees by the courthouse museum as 
heritage trees.  

As there has been an increased in-
terest in food security in the community 
as well as elsewhere, the Town Council 
has instructed administration to investi-
gate the cost of populating some of the  
open town properties with fruit trees. 
 Since we have a large Elm popula-
tion, the Parks and Recreation depart-
ment works closely with the Society to 
Prevent Dutch Elm Disease.  They moni-
tor all trees closely on a regular basis and 
inspect them for any pests or disease on-
set. 
 
Business and Institutions 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints replaced all of the green 
ash trees on the boulevard south of the 
temple and planted new green ash trees 
on all other sides of the temple to pro-
vide for succession when the older trees 
become unsafe and need to be removed. 

The land use bylaw which was up-
dated recently has a section on landscap-
ing and requires trees to be included in 
the landscaping in commercial and in-
dustrial areas. 

 
 

 
 



 
Residential 

The town allocates $1,000 each year 
to subsidize the planting of trees on 
boulevards in the community and many 
residents have taken advantage of this 
program over the years, receiving fifty 
dollars for each tree. A condition of this 
program is that the trees cannot have a 
mature height of more than twenty five 
feet. The CIB committee recently re-
viewed this policy to make recommenda-
tions for expanding the list of trees that 
could be planted. 

 
Community Involvement 
 The Sunset Park is a unique neigh-
bourhood park.  When the park was first 
established, the trees that were planted 
were propagated from trees in neigh-
bour’s yards.  Some trees were also direct 
transplants of neighbourhood trees.  

We had a Canada 150 Committee 
that planned community events to cele-
brate our nation's sesquicentennial. Part 
of their plan was to plant 150 trees with-
in the community’s greenspace. Their 
original grant application for this event 
was not approved but the Committee 
worked with the town to source trees 
through the town's tree budget.  

The event was a great success with 
250 people in attendance. A total of 150 
trees were planted during this event by 
members of the community.  

 
 
 



Landscape 



LANDSCAPE 
By Jeannette Sommerfeldt 

Municipal 

The Parks and Recreation Foreman and 
his staff care for all the landscaped areas.  
Regular watering, mowing, and weed control 
policies are in effect. They meticulously 
maintain all parks, ball diamonds, soccer 
fields, and town premises. Lawns are kept at 
2½ inches high for the ball diamonds and 3 
inches high for all the other parks.  They wa-
ter as needed, but usually 1 inch of water is 
given per week for the grassed areas and they 
will water everyday or up to 3 times per 
week depending on weather.  They fertilize 
the parks each spring, mid summer, and fall.   

 The Town applies mulch around all 
shrubs, bushes, and in flowerbeds to control 
weeds and to help conserve watering. 

 When the parks are mowed the clip-
pings are mulched and reapplied to the 
ground except in the playgrounds, tot lots, 
and where there is high pedestrian travel.  
These areas are bagged to prevent the scatter-
ing of clippings. 

 The Town has a licensed pesticide ap-
plicator on staff to spray and control the 
weeds in our parks and Town owned proper-
ties. 

Welcome signs for the Town of Card-
ston are placed both at the North entrance of 
town and the South entrance.  The Parks and 
Recreation staff maintains the green, land-
scaped area around the North triangle and 
the Communities In Bloom Committee main-
tain the flowerbed. 

The Communities in Bloom Committee 
have enhanced the Welcome sign on the  

 

 



South entrance by the addition of rocks 
and drought resistant shrubs. 

 The Cardston Lee Creek Golf Club 
has immaculate, well manicured fairways 
and greens and has highly trained profes-
sional staff that oversees the ground 
maintenance and care.  

             The East Hill is covered with grass-
es and alfalfa and a contractor mows the 
hill and bails the hay. During the growing 
season the Town will mow a strip along 
the edge of the perimeter to offer a sense 
of tidiness to this area.  The Town planted 
the alfalfa to help with soil retention to 
prevent hill slippage.    

Business and Institutions 

 The Remington Carriage Museum 
maintains the landscaped area around 
their property.  They have a landscape 
professional on staff that maintains the 
flowerbeds, lawns and the fountain. The 
Remington Carriage Museum cares for all 
their turf and groundcovers.  They main-
tain meticulous care for the grounds and 
keep them well manicured and at their 
best.   

The Communities in Bloom Com-
mittee, with the help of Main Street mer-
chants, added planters around the trees on 
Main Street. Members of the Communities 
in Bloom Committee worked together on 
this successful project and on the planting 
of the flower boxes to embellish the Town 
during the summer months. These flower 
boxes along with the hanging baskets are 
watered and fertilized on a daily basis by 
the Parks and Rec Staff. 

The Westwind School Division 
maintains the landscaped area around the  



Fay Wray Fountain adjacent to their of-
fice.  

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
-Day Saints maintains the landscaped ar-
ea around the temple. They have highly 
trained, professional gardeners who de-
sign and maintain the lawns and gardens.  
The Church also maintains immaculate 
care of their turf and groundcovers 
around their church properties.  

Residential 

 There are many homeowners in 
town that have beautifully manicured, 
landscaped yards.  These beautiful prop-
erties are featured each week as “Yard of 
the Week” in the local newspaper.  

 The Communities in Bloom Com-
mittee encourages locals to visit the best-
landscaped properties so that other resi-
dents can learn and glean ideas from ex-
perienced gardeners.  

Community Involvement 

 Both the Rotary Club of Cardston 
and the Lions Club of Cardston gave 
money to the town to establish parks in 
the community.  The Rotary Park and the 
Lions Park were named after the clubs.  
These landscaped areas are maintained by 
the Town, but are organized and spon-
sored by the Clubs.   

 In 2016 the Rotary Club planned 
and built a new modern playground. The 
surrounding area was upgraded and 
turfed with new grass.  

The Kinsmen Club also partners 
with the Town of Cardston to upgrade the 
parks in the Community. The Town  
Square, West tot lot and East tot lot  have 

 



all been upgraded thanks to generous do-
nations and grants received from the 
Kinsmen Club. 

The Royal Canadian Legion and the 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary have both donat-
ed money to other landscape projects in 
the community such as the Canada flags 
that fly on Main Street. 

The Communities in Bloom Com-
mittee had Canada flag banners installed 
on Main Street to help soften the hard turf 
landscape and to also make our Main 
Street more welcoming to the tourists that 
pass through town. 

The Westwind School Division maintains 
the landscaped areas, turf and ground-
covers around all the schools in town.  
They have highly trained professional 
staff to handle all maintenance. The Card-
ston Elementary School has created a gar-
den in the back of their school. The stu-
dents take care of it as part of their curric-
ulum and the produce is given to local 
charities. 

 A neighbourhood in Cardston peti-
tioned the town for the use of a green 
space to develop a neighbourhood park. 
This Park has been named “Sunset Park” 
and is a beautiful addition to the Town of 
Cardston. The residents designed the 
Park and the flowerbeds and it is main-
tained and cared for by the members of 
the surrounding neighbourhood. All the 
plants were donated by the surrounding 
neighborhood. The Town’s park staff wa-
ter and mow the grass.  This park has 
great support and help from the commu-
nity.     



Floral Displays 



Municipal 
By Darlyn Boysen 
 
The Town of Cardston purchases hanging 
baskets each year and places them in front of 
the Civic Center, Library, Tourist Infor-
mation Center and on Main Street.  Flower 
barrels are also placed at the  Civic Center, 
the Fay Ray Fountain and at the center cross 
walks of the two blocks on Main Street 
which also have hanging baskets. The Town 
hires seasonal staff who are usually students 
home for the summer, to water and care for 
the flowers. 
 
The Communities in Bloom Committee has 
also added flower planters around every 
other tree on Main Street.  There has been 
discussion about doing something with the 
west highway entrance into town and this 
discussion is ongoing. 
 
Business/Institutions 
 
Some businesses on Main Street plant and 
maintain flower boxes and planters in front 
of the businesses.  The Remington Center has 
a beautiful display of perennial flowers and 
shrubs which surround the building.  Legacy 
Funeral Home also has a beautiful display of 
annual and perennial flowers surrounding 
their building and sign. There are also flow-
ers displayed at the Tourist Information Cen-
ter, the Courthouse Museum and the Card 
Home.  The Cardston Alberta Temple has 
beautifully maintained grounds of trees, 
shrubs and flowers.  There is a beautiful dis-
plays of flowers and trees in their courtyard 
and at the back of the Temple. 
 
 



 
Residential 
 
Many homeowners in town have beauti-
ful and diverse floral displays.   
During the summer months the Commu-
nities in Bloom committee members judge 
front yards, back yards, or gardens. Each 
week  one yard  is picked and that yard 
will display a  sign  in their front yard that 
reads "Yard of the Week".  This is then put 
on the town web page for town members 
to see.  The Communities in Bloom com-
mittee has also talked about putting post-
ers in some of the windows on Main 
Street and on the electronic marquee that 
the Town is planning on purchasing. 
 
Community Involvement 
 
Many volunteers from the town including 
the Historical Society and from the  Com-
munities in Bloom committee spend sev-
eral hours weekly keeping floral displays 
and flower beds around town looking 
beautiful including the Visitors Infor-
mation Center, the North Entrance, the 
Golf Course, the Card Home and the 
Court House. 



CIB Committee Message 
 As a Communities in Bloom Committee, we are dedicated to fostering civic 
pride, environmental responsibility, and beautification through community participa-
tion in this program.  The past several years that we have been participants in the 
Communities in Bloom program have proved to be informative, experimental, chal-
lenging and rewarding.  We have learned a great deal from the judges and have tried 
to put their suggestions into effect. 

 We have continued to maintain our planters around the trees and flower barrels 
to soften the hardscape on Main Street.  We have tried to focus more on environmen-
tal awareness as we have become more informed concerning programs such as Inte-
grated Pest Management (IPM).  We have many individual families now that com-
post, recycle and reuse. We have focused more on overall tidiness, creating By-laws 
and using positive reinforcement and recognition of specific improvement in our 
town.  We have held workshops to inform residents concerning xeriscaping and have 
consulted with our resident arborist regarding proper tree care.  We continue to en-
hance our welcome signs and keep these signs maintained throughout the year. We 
are recognizing our heritage trees this summer that are located in the courtyard of the 
Courthouse Museum.  We have a program that homeowners can access that enables 
them to receive reimbursement for trees planted on their boulevards.  

 There has been much community involvement through our “Yard of the Week” 
contest, our service and church groups, and most importantly our Communities in 
Bloom Committee members.  We are grateful to all those who have donated time, 
care, expertise and financial contributions. 

 We feel we have made great strides in uniting our community as we have fo-
cused on the positive and worked for a common purpose.  Our thanks go to the or-
ganizers of this great program and we are proud to be participants. 

 

Sincerely, 

Communities in Bloom Committee 



 

 CIB Committee Members 
 Andy Strang    Chairperson 

 Diane Barnes    Vice Chairperson 

 Councillor Bill Creed   Council Representative 

 Terence Kemp    Chamber of Commerce Representative 

 Darlyn Boyson    Citizen at Large 

 Jeannette Sommerfeldt   Citizen at Large 

 Esther Leighton    Citizen at Large 

 Randy Russell    Parks & Recreation Foreman 

 Malcolm Hutchinson   Community Peace Officer 

 Angel Saddleback   Administrative Clerk 

 Terah Thesen    Administrative Clerk 
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