
Alberta Recreation and Parks Association (ARPA) envisions an Alberta, and the 
communities within, whom embrace and proactively use recreation and parks as 
essential means for enhancing the wellbeing of individuals, communities and our 
natural and built environments. 
The recent implementation of user fees in the Kananaskis region and crown land, 
the recent discussion of parking fees within urban parks as well as the potential 
privatization of once public parks are threatening the equity and sustainability of 
our province’s parks continuum. In response, ARPA has developed the following 
statement in the pursuit of an equitable and sustainable parks continuum through 
other means than user fees to access public spaces and places. 

Statement of An Equitable & Sustainable Alberta Park Continuum
ARPA encourages the Alberta parks continuum to keep parks, trails, nature and 
open spaces equitable and sustainable for all. Our province’s parks and open 
spaces have always served as places where people can find respite and seek 
peace and restoration. During this time of uncertainty, these places are needed 
now more than ever. We encourage government leaders to engage their 
park and recreation professionals in the decision-making process to ensure 
continued safe and equitable access to the critical parks and open spaces 
for generations to come.

Let us all do our part to encourage the critical use of parks and open spaces in 
ways that respect and benefit all. Let us come together as an Alberta community 
to show support of the treasured and essential role our parks and open spaces 
have in the physical and mental wellbeing of all for today, tomorrow, and 
generations to come.

Reaffirming an Equitable & Sustainable Alberta 
Parks Continuum
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The broad and holistic benefits that Alberta parks and nature provides to Albertans 
and visitors to our province and communities within are undeniable. During this past 
year, parks and nature became the primary place for recreation, fitness, leisure, and 
social connections. We need to ensure that we have safe and plentiful opportunities 
for these experiences. The public is, now more than ever, learning to appreciate 
and use parks, trails and nature to support their health and wellbeing as individuals 
and families. Appreciation for parks and green spaces has increased by 70% among 
Canadians during COVID-19 with parks and green spaces becoming more important 
for their mental health (82%), more important for their physical health (70%), more 
connected to nature (64%), and more social connection (40%).1 There is no better 
time to invest public funds to support equitable and sustainable parks and 
nature in Alberta for all.

The benefits of parks to health, tourism, 
businesses, childhood development 
and education, and ecosystem services 
have tangible economic benefits.2 This 
economic benefit was so strong that in 
2009, in response to the 2008 financial 
crisis, the Conservative Government 
froze national park entry fees as the 
economic benefits that parks provided 
to the economy was utilized as a 
stimulation to our Canadian economy 
through encouraging domestic tourism.3 
Parks funding is constantly being 
challenged, and in some governments 
and organizations this funding has 
been on a decline over recent years. 
Investments and alternative equitable 

and sustainable park continuum funding is possible.4 

“The parks continuum refers to 
places reserved for conserving 
and experiencing Nature, with 
varying objectives but important 
complementary goals: Land trusts 
and private preserves, urban streams, 
community and regional parks, city 
parks, playgrounds, trails, ravines, 
local parks, territorial and provincial 
parks, marine parks, protected areas, 
migratory bird sanctuaries, biosphere 
reserves, Indigenous protected and 
conserved areas, national parks, and 
wilderness areas.” - Parks for All (2017)

Now is the time to invest in parks and nature through public funding and 
innovative partnership approaches that intentionally invest in a parks 
continuum that is equitable and sustainable to all.
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