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April 1 - 5, 2019

Olds College     /     Olds, Alberta

TOTAL PRP
CREDITS

18



The Alberta Recreation and Parks Association is a not-for-profit organization 
committed to building healthier and happier communities and citizens by 
developing and promoting recreation and parks. ARPA has successfully 
facilitated six previous Parks Forums, demonstrating their proactive 
leadership in the field of parks, open spaces and outdoor recreation.

ABOUT ALBERTA RECREATION AND PARKS ASSOCIATION

Inspired by the incredible diversity of parks, landscapes and open spaces 
in this country, ARPA created Parks School to gather front line and mid-
level staff to connect, learn, and develop their skills. This is the inaugural 
Parks School for ARPA and we thank you for participating! 

ABOUT PARKS SCHOOLS

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We would like to start by acknowledging the traditional territories of the Blackfoot Confederacy 
comprised of the Siksika, Piikani, and the Kainai, as well as the Stoney Nakoda and the Tsuu T’ina First 
Nations, the Metis Nation Region 3, and all people who make their homes in the Treaty 7 region of 
Souther Alberta.
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The 2019 Parks School is proud to partner with several organisations to provide delegates with their applicable 

continuing learning credits and certifications. Program sessions have been identified with their respective 

continuing learning credits earning and can be collected through their identified association. Certifications are 

also being provided during the post conference sessions through Recreation Facility Personel (RFP) and the 

Canadian Playground Safety Institute (CPSI). 

Parks School Continuing Learning Credits & Certifications

Earn your continuing learning credit from:

PRP - Parks & Recreation Professional Certification

LA - Landscape Architect

LIC - Landscape Industry Certified

Continuing Learning Credits Association

Continuing Learning Credits Earned
PRP 1.0  /  LA 0.5 / LIC 1.0

Receive continuing education units (CEU’s) from the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) for 

sessions D1 (All About Trees) and E1 (Tree Inventory - Why you need one). Ensure you follow your ISA 

re-certification protocol and sign into each session with your certification number. 

Certified Arborist 1.5  /  BCMA - Management 1.5 / Municipal Specialist 1.5

certified
landscape industry

TOTAL PRP
CREDITS

18

TOTAL PRP
CREDITS

18

certified
landscape industry

Parks School Continuing Learning Credits & Certifications
Partners
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Forum at a Glance

7:00 - 8:00 am 

8:00 - 9:00 am

9:00 - 9:15 am 

9:15 - 10:45 am

10:45 - 11:00 am

12:30 - 1:30 PM

1:30 - 3:00 pm

3:00 - 3:15 pm

3:15 - 4:35

11:00 am -
12:30 pm

REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS

Opening Remarks, Treaty Acknowledgment and Keynote Address Topic:
DO’s & Don’ts of Capital Projects  |  Keynote: Doug Marter, Luc Deniger & Matt Williams

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

LUNCH

The Playground is Built...Now What?
Jason Simituk & Gary Debney

Turf 101 - Water and Cultural
Program Basics

Jason Pick 

Flood Recovery & Resiliency - Practical 
Solutions & Future Directions

Doug Marter & Andrew King & Anton Skorobogatov

How to train and Manage Employees 
with on the Job Training

Joel Beatson 

Building with The End in Mind
Maggy Lehenbauer & Luc Deniger

OHS - New Regulations and Impacts
Darcy Brown

A1

B1

C1

A2

B2

C2

Day 1  |  Maintenance Program Guide  |  April 2, 2019

Closing Keynote, Remarks and Prize Draws
Topic: Life of a Trail: From Conception to Operations |  Speakers: Darren Grove, Thomas Watson, James Papineau

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.5 /  LIC 1.0

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.0  /  LA 0.5 /  LIC 1.0
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Forum at a Glance

7:00 - 8:00 am 

8:00 - 9:00 am

9:00 - 9:15 am 

9:15 - 10:45 am

10:45 - 11:00 am

12:30 - 1:30 PM

1:30 - 3:00 pm

3:00 - 3:15 pm

3:15 - 4:35

11:00 am -
12:30 pm

REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS

Opening Remarks and Keynote Address
Topic: Canadian Landscape Standards Overview  | Jack Payne & Brandley Payne

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

LUNCH

Tree Inventory - Why You Need One
Travis Kennedy, Erin Belva 

All About Trees
Arnold Heuver

Herbicides and Pesticides and
Natural Alternatives*

Jason Pick

Horticulture & Resiliency
Stacey Schultz and Garrett Lacey

How to Train and Manage Employees
Joel Beatson 

Native Plants and
Climate Change 

Christine Fulkerth

D1

E1

F1

D2

E2

F2

Day 2 |  Horticulture Program Guide  |  April 3, 2019

Closing Keynote, Remarks and Prize Draws
Topic: Invasive Plants and Pests - What is Coming Our Way and What to look for?

Speakers: Ken Fry & Delinda Ryerson

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.5 /  LIC 1.0

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.0  /  LA 0.5 /  LIC 1.0

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

PRP 1.5  /  LA 0.75 /  LIC 1.5

*Pesticide Applicator Recertification Program - Application for credits in process of development from the Government of Alberta, 
Environment and Parks.
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Message from the President of ARPA
On behalf of the Alberta Recreation and Parks Association (ARPA), I welcome you to the 2019 Parks School. We, along  

with our sponsors and partnered agencies, are most excited to offer this inaugural event to you for up to five days of 

jam-packed, interactive learning experiences. 

This inaugural event has been years in the making! Thanks to dedicated 

ARPA members, volunteers and staff , we are pleased to bring this 

conference to front-line and mid-level parks professionals. Parks School 

is unlike any of our assocaitions past events as it is desgined with 

certifications and continuing learning credits in mind to provide front-

line and mid-level staff with sector leading practices for parks. We are 

exctied to provide you with the most packed event for certifications 

and continuing education credits that ARPA has ever produced. We 

encourage those in attendance to utilize this time to not only build their 

professional experience but also your professional network as industry 

leaders will be present. 

Parks School is split into two days with sessions for those working in parks and ground maintenance, and for 

horticulture practitioners and professionals. Furthermore, you can target your exposure to maximize your learning.

I invite you to participate and become fully engaged with what Parks School has to offer. We trust that the 

certifications and continuing education credits you participate in over the next few days will provide you with 

knowledge and experience that you can bring back to your own community, organization and agency. 

Sincerely,  

Heather Cowie

6



Message from the President of Olds 
I would like to welcome the attendees of the Alberta Recreation & Parks 

Association Parks School to our campus. At Olds College we have a deep 

appreciation for the horticulture industry. For over 50 years we have 

been working together to develop and offer programming and research 

opportunities to advance horticulture practices, and create vibrant 

green spaces for our communities.

Looking forward the College is focused on working with our industry 

partners to continue to grow innovative opportunities to incorporate 

new technologies to evolve horticulture practices and learnings. We 

are proud to support the Alberta Recreation and Parks Association and 

their work to building healthy communities and environments for all 

Albertans.

During your stay in Olds, I encourage you to explore our campus, 

including our land science atrium.

Sincerely,

Stuart Cullum, President, Olds College

About Olds College - EST 1913
Founded in 1913, Olds College has been offering quality hands-on education for over a century. We are a distinct, 

provincially focused institution that supports the teaching and learning of all Albertans. Through our regular 

programming, continued education, and online and blended programming, we provide accessible educational 

opportunities within Alberta and beyond. We are passionate about the Agriculture industry. Through our applied 

research and integrated learning, we are proud to be Canada’s Smart Agriculture College, specializing in agriculture, 

horticulture, land and environmental stewardship. We work closely with industry to advance and adapt our 

programming to ensure our graduates have the skills to succeed.
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Pre-Conference Sessions
Trails - Connecting People, Communities and Places
APRIL 1ST, 2019   |  9:30AM - 3:30PM
DARIN LANGHORST, MATT HADLEY, JUSTIN ELLIS, & JUANNA 
GOBURDHUN
Connecting people, communities and places - Public interest in, demand for, and use of trails 
continues to grow and present opportunities and challenges for land managers. 

This full day facilitated workshop will provide information to assist participants in trail 
planning, design and development, and will include suggestions for improved sustainability 
and optimizing the trail user experience. Many communities are planning or already have 
trail projects underway. Local projects may involve use of or connections to private, park and 
public lands. Updates will be provided on current government initiatives which are focused 
on recreational trails. While some of this work may be directed to trails on public lands, the 
information provided is useful to trail planners working across all land platforms. 

The morning session workshop will be led by McElhanney Consulting Services. 

PRP
CREDITS

5.0

certified
landscape industry

8



Trail Net Pre-Conference Speakers
Darin Langhorst
Since 2004, Darin has obtained professional engineering experience with many different types of urban and 

rural land development and trail projects. Darin has prepared for a wide range of projects, including engineering 

plans and construction documents for major cycling and pedestrian trails, urban and rural bikeway trails and 

pathways, water and sewer projects, streetscapes, complete streets, roadways, parking lots, and stormwater 

management facilities.

Since 2012, Darin has volunteered with the Friends of Kananaskis Country and Canmore Trails Alliance as a Trail 

Crew Leader. In this hands-on role, Darin participated in a variety of projects near Canmore and Kananaskis. 

Matt Hadley is an expert trail designer for natural surface trails, specializing in mountain biking, hiking, and multi-

use trails. In 2000 Matt bicycled unsupported across Canada with his family – a two-month trip inspired by his 

father’s work as a park planner on the Trans Canada Trail in NB.  

Matt has an extensive background in cycling. He has competed at the international stage, racing World Cups and 

World Championships for the Canadian National Team for 6 years. Such extensive training and racing has provided 

him with the opportunity to ride and observe trail networks worldwide. He brought this knowledge home to design 

and build the race course used for the 2010 and 2011 Nationals in Canmore, AB. Matt worked as a ski trail groomer 

and a Trails Specialist for Alberta Parks for 5 years, including designing, building, and revamping the existing trail 

network at the Canmore Nordic Centre. 

Justin is a trails planner with 15 years of experience. He has led the development of provincial trails policy, 

trails master plans, water trail plans, trail design guidelines, trail inventories, and trails tourism master plans 

for communities throughout western Canada. Holding a Master of Environmental Studies and undergraduate 

honors Degree in Recreation Management, his academic and professional focus has been on provincial, regional 

and municipal trails, parks and protected areas systems planning and visitor experience planning. 

Justin has served as the Province of Alberta’s outdoor recreation specialist; Manager of Regional Planning for 

Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation; and a Conservation Officer in AB Park northwest region.

Matt Hadley

Justin Ellis
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Juanna’s passion for the environment led her to study at the University of Alberta, obtaining a B. Sc. in the 

Environmental and Conservation Sciences Program. For over 14 years she has enjoyed working cooperatively 

with non-profit organizations, government, societies and associations on important wildlife, recreation and 

conservation projects across the province.    

Prior to her current position as a Senior Advisor within the Outdoor Recreation Management Section of  Alberta 

Environment and Parks, Juanna worked within the environmental non-profit organization world of land 

management and securement for the Alberta Conservation Association and the Nature Conservancy of Canada, 

in addition to ecosystem monitoring for Parks Canada and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 

Juanna was born and raised in small town Saskatchewan, is a music teacher, amateur photographer and avid 

traveler - venturing to remote ecosystems in search of rare or endangered species. 

Juanna Goburdhun
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Keynote Speakers

Dr. Ken Fry is an entomology Instructor in the School of Animal Science & Horticulture at Olds College,  who has been involved in 

insect pest management research, teaching, and extension for over 25 years. His research is focused on biological control of insect 

pests and integrated pest management. Current research projects include the introduction of a parasitic wasp to manage the lily 

beetle, surveillance of invasive species affecting the urban forest, and evaluating the effects of Aphodiinae beetles on turfgrass. 

Ken’s “happy place” is in the Olds College Insect Collection where he serves as curator for 75,000 specimens. Ken is co-author, with 

Doug Macaulay and Don Williamson of “Garden Bugs of Alberta” and a contributing author to “Organic Farming on the Prairies”.

Dr. Ken Fry

Luc is an Associate and a Senior Landscape Architect with IBI Group in Edmonton. He has worked on a variety of projects from 

tourism and resort development to high profile district master plans, LID initiatives and land development. Luc has developed 

experience in naturalized SWMF, building and streetscape interface strategies and public spaces and has earned awards for 

innovative approaches to Landscape Architecture. His experience includes projects in Edmonton, Victoria, BC, Montréal and Québec 

City.

Luc Deniger, CD, AALA, AAPQ, CSLA Senior Landscape Architect

Darren has been working in Parks since 1990, patrolling and inspecting trails as a Park Ranger for the Province of Alberta and 

the City of Edmonton. Darren is currently supervising the Natural Areas team that operates over 400 km of trails within the 

River Valley Parks System of Edmonton.

Darren Grove

Delinda Ryerson
Delinda has been managing natural resources, environmental projects, and people for more than 20 years. As an 

Environmental Project Manager and Biologist, she has worked on projects to evaluate the ecological recovery of reclaimed oil 

and gas well sites and to determine the effects of forest harvest on biodiversity in the aspen mixed-wood forests of Alberta.  

She is a Project Management Professional (PMP) and has formal training in public consultation and facilitation. Delinda 

joined the AISC team as their Executive Director in January 2017.

Doug Marter
Doug Marter is Manager of Capital Planning and Infrastructure Development for Calgary Parks. He has over 30 years 

of experience in Park Infrastructure development and planning including, parks operational management. Doug was 

responsible for the  Parks Damage assessment and Recovery Program for Calgary Parks after the 2013 flood disaster that 

impacted the City of Calgary, as well as the parks restoration and flood resiliency program for Calgary Parks . In addition he 

was the founding and past  President for the Alberta Low Impact Development Association (ALIDP) and has considerable 

experience in low impact development and flood mitigation.
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Keynote Speakers
James Papineau
James is a Project Manager with Calgary Parks and is a graduate of Old College from the Land Reclamation program. James 

has worked on numerous trail projects since joining the city of Calgary, including the Nose Hill Trail and Pathway Plan, 

and the team that re-built the Douglas Fir Trail. He has taken several trail building courses with Calgary Mountain Biking 

Association and Troy Scott Parker, one of the leaders in trail building and trail design in the United States. When James is not 

at the office you will usually find him on the trail, either in his running shoes, in his boots, or on his mountain bike. James 

philosophy about trails and the outdoors translates into his work, “if you have a positive experience in the nature you are 

more likely to help preserve it.

Jack Payne
Jack Payne is the founder of Classic Landscapes in Edmonton and has been in the landscape industry for over 40 years.  He 

has served on a number of boards and has spent the last few years on the Canadian Landscape Standards Board of Directors 

helping to create and improve its content. 

Brandley Payne
Brandley Payne has been working in the industry for over 12 years and is the General Manager of Design and Consulting at 

Classic Landscapes. He achieved his Masters of Landscape Architecture at the University of Idaho and is currently serving on 

the board of directors of the AALA. 

Thomas is a graduate of the University of Alberta and has a passion for the outdoors. Thomas has been working in 

Horticulture for many years and has been a key driver in upgrading training and safety for staff. Thomas is Team Leader for 

the trail crew that operate all of the trails within the River Valley Parks of Edmonton.

Thomas Watson

Matt is a Principal at O2 with over 10 years experience managing high profile urban design, mixed use, campus, facility, and 

large park projects. Matt’s work emphasizes the development of multi-functional landscapes and public spaces that meet 

both the cultural and ecological needs of a site. He works collaboratively with clients, consultants, and junior colleagues 

through a design process of discovery and exploration to deliver award-winning projects that reflect a genuine sense of 

place. Matt is the President-Elect of the Association of Landscape Architects (AALA) and represented the AALA on the City of 

Calgary’s Urban Design Review Panel from 2012 to 2016.  He holds a Masters in Landscape Architecture from the University of 

Guelph and a Bachelor of Environmental Studies from the University of Waterloo in Planning.

Matt Williams
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Breakout Sessions
Day 1 : Maintenance  |  Tuesday, April 2  

B1. TURF 101 - WATER AND CULTURAL PROGRAM BASICS
Jason Pick
The session will address topics such as carbohydrate and plant growth, soil health, cultural strategies 
for better turf, and evaluation of most common turf problems. 

Jason Simituk & Gary Debney
Every community remembers how much fun it was to fund-raise and then build their playground 
But after all the ribbions are cut, and balloons are popped, how do we maintain it? Gary Debney and 
Jason Simituk will take you on an adventure in the wonderful world of playground maintenance. 
They will provide tips and tricks to prolong the life of your asset, discuss safety about the CSA 
standard and will help in budgeting for the annual maintenance cost.

A1. THE PLAYGROUND IS BUILT, NOW WHAT?

Joel Beatson
Do you have regular seasonal staff turn-over?  Do you want to unlock a level of efficiency and 
engagement in your staff that makes your life easier?  If so, OJT is just the thing you are looking for.  
By focusing on the areas of lost productivity, lost materials, and lost time (safety) you can eliminate 
waste and thus increase efficiency.  This 90 minute introduction to the OJT method is designed to 
introduce you to this pragmatic training system and lead to the full workshop designed to teach 
people how to unleash a lean management culture in everyday, on-the-job situations.

A2. HOW TO TRAIN AND MANAGE EMPLOYEES WITH ON-THE-JOB TRAINING

Doug Marter, Luc Deniger & Matt Williams 
Join Luc Deniger (IBI Group), Matt Williams, and Doug Marter as they share their successes and 
challenges for collaboration on capital project development.  Featuring Discovery Canyon in Red 
Deer, West Eau Claire in Calgary, this panel will share horror stories and successes and compare notes 
about what to do or not do during the development, design, construction and completion of these 
and other projects.    

KEYNOTE - DO’S & DON’TS OF CAPITAL PROJECTS

B2. BUILDING WITH THE END IN MIND
Maggy Lehenbauer & Luc Deniger
Join Maggy Lehenbauer (EXP) and Luc Deniger (IBI Group) as they share their experiences 
in collaborating with a wide array of stakeholders in the development of two innovative 
projects. Currie Barracks in Calgary and Larch Park in Edmonton are innovative developments 
that challenged typical development planning processes and required collaboration with 
municipal staff and local residents. Find out what they learned about collaboration in these 
projects – things that worked, things that didn’t, and how we can leverage their experiences 
to innovate in future. 13



Darcy Brown
This Bill modernizes the Alberta OHS Act to promote and maintain the physical, psychological 
and social well-being of workers and came into effect June 1, 2018. Changes to legislation 
include: Responsibilities of Work Site Parties; Right to Refuse Unsafe Work; Workers protected 
from Discriminatory Action; Joint Work Site Health & Safety Committees/Representatives; 
Health & Safety Program; Reporting Requirements; Harassment and Violence; Acceptances 
and Approvals.

C2. OHS - NEW REGULATIONS AND IMPACTS

C1. FLOOD RECOVERY AND RESILIENCY - PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS AND FUTURE 
DIRECTIONS
Doug Marter & Andrew King & Anton Skorobogatov
In this session, Doug, Andrew and Anton discuss Calgary’s 2013 flood recovery efforts and 
mitigation actions again future flood events. They will overview the steps of the Province’s 
Disaster Recovery Program and discuss the incorporation of flood resilience technique such 
as bio-engineering and the use of LID principles. This session provides key learnings from 
projects undertaken by the City of Calgary and the Town of Okotoks.

Darren Grove, Thomas Watson, James Papineau 
Darren, James and Thomas will review a number of trails projects from the City of Edmonton and the 
City of Calgary, discussing the planning stages for trail construction. More details on this session will 
follow.

CLOSING KEYNOTE - LIFE OF A TRAIL: FROM CONCEPTION TO OPERATIONS
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Breakout Sessions
Day 2 : Horticulture  |  Wednesday, April 3  

D1. TREE INVENTORY - WHY YOU NEED ONE

D2. HORTICULTURE & RESILIENCY

Travis Kennedy and Erin Belva
A Tree Inventory is a critical component of a Comprehensive Urban Forest 
Management Plan. An accurate inventory allows you to perform task-
based inventory budgeting, collect analytics data on the forest community, 
and perform cohesive well informed work planning. It also allows you to 
build data-driven growth projections for Capital and Operating budgets. 
Additionally, an accurate inventory allows for analysis of invasive species, 
fire risk and hazard trees. This presentation will explore the dynamics 
between inventory collection and assessment and operationalization of 
work plans at the field level.

Stacey Schultz and Garrett Lacey
Ideas about resiliency in the City of Edmonton  have become increasingly prevalent in recent 
years. Edmonton has been developing policies committed to the idea of resiliency, seeking to 
reduce economic, environmental, and social costs.

 Stacey and Garrett will touch on a number of projects in Edmonton exemplifying resiliency 
planning, explain how Horticulture operations plays a role now, and how it will continue to 
contribute into the future.

Jack and Brandley Payne 
Join Jack Payne and Brandley Payne from Classic Landscapes as they introduce you to the Canadian 
Landscape Standards. They will explain how the Standard came into being and, using practical 
examples, show case examples of how the standard has been and can be used in any level of project 
to communicate expectations and improve project outcomes and success.  This presentation will 
also highlight ways in which you community can formally adopt the standard into regulations 

OPENING KEYNOTE - CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARDS: MAKING PROJECTS OUTCOMES 
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Joel Beatson
Do you have regular seasonal staff turn-over?  Do you want to unlock a level of efficiency and 
engagement in your staff that makes your life easier?  If so, OJT is just the thing you are looking for.  
By focusing on the areas of lost productivity, lost materials, and lost time (safety) you can eliminate 
waste and thus increase efficiency.  This 90 minute introduction to the OJT method is designed to 
introduce you to this pragmatic training system and lead to the full workshop designed to teach 
people how to unleash a lean management culture in everyday, on-the-job situations.

E2. HOW TO TRAIN AND MANAGE EMPLOYEES WITH ON-THE-JOB TRAINING

Delinda Ryerson and Kevin Fry
Invasive species are a substantial threat to the landscape and require dedication and planning 
to manage the risk they represent. There are several invasive plants and insects to be on 
the lookout for in Alberta, including Knotweed, Jimsonweed, Phragmites, Emerald Ash 
Borer, Spotted Lantern Bug, and the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug. These and others will be 
discussed in terms of distribution, risk and management.

INVASIVE PLANTS & PESTS: WHAT IS COMING AND WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR

Closing Keynote

F1. HERBICIDES AND PESTICIDES AND NATURAL ALTERNATIVES*
Jason Pick
The session will review legislation and safety of, and alternatives to, pesticide use.
*Pesticide Applicator Recertification Program - Application for credits in process of development from the Government of 

Alberta, Environment and Parks.

Steven Tannas and Christine Fulkerth
The successful future of native plants in Alberta hinges on the adaptability of these important 
species.  This session will focus on the Alberta Biodiversity Monitoring Institutes (ABMI) forecast 
mapping of climate change in Alberta’s Natural Regions and Natural Sub Regions, as well as possible 
strategies for mitigating these effects. 

F2. NATIVE PLANTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

E1. ALL ABOUT TREES
Arnold Heuver
During this session we will discuss what a successful tree planting looks 
like, including discussions on tree varieties, insects and disease pressures 
whether actual or perceived. Climate change is a fact of life, but does 
it change our options and possibilities for new varieties?  Are trees and 
green spaces in our urban environment important? We will also touch on 
maintenance and nurturing of our Green infrastructure and the importance 
of it in an environment that is not always kind to our trees.
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Breakout Session Speakers
Joel Beatson
Joel Beatson is the Executive Director of Landscape Alberta 
as well as one of Canada’s first OJT Master Trainers and 
a Landscape Industry Certified Manager.  Joel spends his 
spare time slaying dragons with his wizard companions 
Declan and Wesley as well as cooking feasts worthy of 
much song and drink.

Erin Belva
Erin has been working in the environmental field for 
9 years. Erin holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Environmental and Conservation Science and an Advanced 
Diploma in GIS, and is a Professional Agrologist, ISA 
Certified Arborist and Tree Risk Qualified. As the Natural 
Areas Coordinator Erin works closely with operations and 
planning to develop natural areas management strategy; 
including site specific management plans and developing a 
FireSmart program.

Darcy Brown
Darcy is currently an Occupational Health and Safety 
Officer with the Government of Alberta based out of
Red Deer. His work experience includes eleven years’ 
service within the Alberta Public Service, another
ten years in the private sector managing HSE programs 
throughout Western Canada & the United States,
and three years within the RCMP. He holds a Master’s 
degree in Occupational Safety & Health, a Bachelor’s
degree in Criminal Justice, and his CRSP designation.

Gary Debney
Gary has over 35 years of experience in parks and 
recreation and one of the founding members of the 
Canadian Playground Safety Institute. He is also a recipient 
of the world leisure innovation prize.

Christine Fulkerth
Christine Fulkerth MSc., P.Ag., Plant Science Instructor 
at Olds College. Her interests lie with plants and their 
interactions with the natural world! Christine have been 
teaching at Olds College since 2001.Prior to entering 
academia she worked in research, at the Alberta Research 
Council, Forestry Canada, Canola Council of Canada, West 
Central Forage Association and Prairie Turfgrass Research 
Centre.

Arnold Heuver
Arnold Heuver has worked for the last 40 plus years in 
the Nursery and Landscape Industry. He currently works 
as a Horticultural Consultant giving advice on practical 
applications to move the industry forward. Because of 
climate change and insect challenges we need to be 
innovative and he assists in adjusting to those new realities.

Travis Kennedy
Travis has been working in the Green Industry for 23 
years. Travis holds a Diploma in Horticulture, an Applied 
Degree in Horticulture Technology and a Bachelor of 
Science in Sustainable Agriculture. Travis is the current 
General Supervisor of Open Space Operations for the City 
of Edmonton.

Andrew King
Andrew King is a Project Lead for Calgary Parks at the City 
of Calgary. He has been leading Parks’ 2013 flood Disaster 
Recovery Program which will wrap-up in June 2019. As a 
project manager he has collaborated on a wide variety of 
multi-disciplinary projects, often requiring both Federal 
and Provincial regulatory approvals. Andrew has over 25 
years of experience as a landscape architect working in 
both consulting firms and in municipal offices.
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Maggy Lehenbauer 
Maggy Lehenbauer is a Landscape Architect based in 
Calgary, AB. In 2014 she joined EXP Services, a firm 
specializing in large scale land developments and 
municipal infrastructure projects. She has worked on 
developments throughout Calgary and the surrounding 
region, garnering extensive experience in all aspects of 
project development while working closely together with 
developers, engineers, stakeholders, and municipalities 
towards creating successful projects. 

Garrett Lacey
Garrett has been working in Horticulture since 2001 and 
holds certificates in Horticulture from Thompson Rivers 
University, Sustainable Urban Horticulture from University 
of Guelph, and Permaculture from Oregon State University. 
His formative training was in the art of Japanese gardening 
while growing up in Kamloops, and he has previously 
specialized in irrigation, tree care and IPM. Currently 
working as a Gardener with the City of Edmonton, he 
enjoys finding creative solutions through innovation; with 
an eye to ecology, pollinators and food-bearing plants.

Jason Pick
Theoretical training includes Diplomas in Agriculture and 
Business, Bachelor of Applied Science in Horticulture, and 
Masters in turfgrass management. Continuing 30+yrs in the 
industry,  formerly a golf superintendent and president of 
the Western Canada Turfgrass Association. Current faculty 
of the Golf Course Management program at Olds College, 
advisor to the Prairie Turfgrass Research Center, and 
Principal of Pick Sportsturf Consulting.

Stacey Schultz
Stacey is a Journeyman Red Seal Landscape Horticulturist, 
holds a Prairie Horticulture Certificate, and is an ISA 
Certified Arborist, in addition to possessing two Alberta 
Pesticide Licenses. Stacey has held positions in Open Space 
Operations at the City of Edmonton as a Gardener, Crew 
Leader, Team Leader and Supervisor of Horticulture.

Jason Simituk
Jason Simituk has been a Canadian Playground Inspector 
for over 10 years and inspects over 150 playgrounds a year 
in the western provinces.

Anton Skorobogatov 
Anton Skorobogatov  is an interdisciplinary professional, 
working towards advancing the field of stormwater 
management in a direction that recognizes, supports, and 
utilizes natural processes. He is currently in the third year of 
his PhD program at the Schulich School of Engineering at the 
University of Calgary. Anton is also working as an environmental 
designer at Source2Source Inc., which is a Calgary-based firm 
focused on innovative solutions to stormwater management. In 
addition, Anton is the vice president of the Alberta Low Impact 
Development Partnership.

Steven Tannas
Steven (PhD. PAg. QWSP) is a Professional Agrologist with 
a specialization in plant community ecology, restoration of 
natural ecosystems and plant taxonomy. Steven has been 
working around the reclamation industry for over 20 years and 
is President of Tannas Conservation Services and Great Plains 
Restoration Solutions Inc
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Post-Conference Sessions & Speakers
Parks & Sport Fields Operator Level 2 Course

Canadian Playground Safety Institute - CCPI Certification

APRIL 4 & 5, 2019 | COST: $425 /PERSON
Stuart Ray

APRIL 4 & 5, 2019 | MEMBER COST $600 / NON-MEMBER COST $625

Prerequisite: Parks and Sport fields Level 1

The Parks and Sport Fields Level 2 is a two-day course that will enable the participants to be involved with hands 
on and in-class components. Some of the key areas that will be covered are Plant Beds, Soil Tests, Dealing with 
Weed Control, Turf Diseases, Pruning, Composting, and Irrigation. Vandalism and skate board parks are also hot 
items in the communities and will be looked at in detail. The course is geared to all staff or management involved 
with outdoor facilities. Min 10- Max 20 participants, cost $425 per person. Register Today! 

The Parks & Sport Fields Operator Level 2 course is part of the Red Deer College (RDC) and Alberta Association 
Recreation Facility Personnel (AARFP) Recreation Facility Management Certification program designed to 
enhance leadership opportunities for recreation facility operators through the combination of technical and 
management training. Download the full program here!

ARPA is including The Canadian Playground Safety Institutes Canadian Certified Playground Inspector training 
sessions during the Parks School Post Conference. ARPA members receive a discount on registration fees.

This two-day Practical Course and Exam is the second component to the two-part certification program. The pre-
requisite Theory Course can be taken online prior to attendance.

If you know any maintenance or public works personnel, daycare staff, health inspectors, owner/operators, 
private inspectors, contractors, manufacturers, installers, parks and recreation staff, and/or insurance agents 
who work - or support the use of quality playground equipment – in schools, municipalities, housing complexes, 
condominiums or other areas that contain public playground structures, let them know about this training 
opportunity.

These professionals who are responsible for designing, selling, installing, maintaining and inspecting playground 
equipment have an incredibly important job. They are helping ensure the safety of toddlers, children and youth 
across this country and in local neighbourhoods. 
 
These dedicated people, and their employers, can be confident they have the most up-to-date theoretical and 
practical knowledge about playground safety when they complete the CPSI’s Playground Inspector Certification 
courses.

To register for the online theory course and/or this practical course using CPSI’s online registration system, click 
here. For more details and to download a registration flyer, please click here to download.

For more information contact CPSI | toll free: 1-877-536-2338 | email: cpsi@cpsionline.ca.
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Registration and Accommodations

Conference Registration Fees

The 2019 Parks School will take place in Olds, Alberta.  You can reserve a room in the ARPA hotel block at the Poneroy Inn 

and Suites. You can book online at pomeroyinnandsuites.com/hotels-olds-alberta or by phone at (403)-556-8815. Use 

the promo code “ARPA” at check out for a discounted rate.

Prices include all education sessions, socials, and scheduled meals. Pre/Post conference sessions are not included in 

these fees.

Pre-Conference Workshop Fees

DELEGATE FEES ARPA MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS STUDENT

Early Bird Rate 
(before March 16)

Regular Rate
(March 16 - 29)

On-Site Rate
(March 30)

Early Bird Day Rate
(before March 16)

Full Day Workshop

$299

$349

$399

$199

$149 

$375

$425

$475

$249

$199

$149

$69

Fees do not include GST

Fees do not include GST

DELEGATE FEES ARPA MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS STUDENT

Post-Conference Workshop Fees

AARFP Course $467.25

Fees do not include GST

DELEGATE FEES MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS

CPSI Practical Course 
& Exam

$600 $625

Regular Day Rate
(March 16 - 29)

$249 $299
$79

On-Site Day Rate
(March 30)

$299 $349
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Allan Nearing
Manager, Parks, South Division, City of 
Calgary 

Christa Michailuck
Parks Manager, Town of Okotoks

Clara-Jane Blye
PhD Student, Faculty of Kinesiology, Sport, 
and Recreation, University of Alberta

David Ellis
Parks Manager, City of Lethbridge

Don Carruthers Den hoed
Senior Fellow & Mangaer, Canadian Parks 
Collective for Innovation and Leaders, 
Mount Royal University

Doug Evans
Parks & Open Space Planner, City of Red 
Deer

Doug Marter
Manager, Capital Planning & Infrastructure, 
Calgary Parks

Gord Koch
Faculty, School of Animal Sciences and 
Horticulture, Olds College

Holly Miller
Training & Development Superviosr, City of 
Edmonton

Jason Pick
Instructor, Golf Course Management, Olds 
College

Joel Beatson
Executive Director, Landscape Alberta 
Nursery Trade Association

Kelly Santarossa
Senior Policy Analyst, Alberta Urban 
Municipalities Association

Matt Dow
Policy Analyst, Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta

Stuart Ray
Executive Director, Alberta Association of 
Recreation Facility Personnel (AARFP)

Tim Carson
Chief Executive Officer, Alberta Association 
of Agricultural Societies (AAAS)

Todd Reade
Executive Director, Alberta Association of 
Landscape Architects
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Thank you to our Sponsors and Partners!

Sponsor

Partner
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