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Welcome to Strathmore!
“On behalf of the Town of Strathmore and its Council, I want to share and 
celebrate the progress of our Town in its approach to beautification. As you flip 
trough this brochure you’ll  see how Communities in Bloom has worked tirelessly 
in Strathmore to beautify and ‘green’ our growing community.” — Mayor Fule —
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Our Town
Strathmore is a community of over 13,000 people located 40 km east of Calgary with convenient access to the 
picturesque Bow River. 

While agricultural developments surround the community, Strathmore provides its residents with the benefits 
of country living, town services and easy access to large city facilities. Strathmore is truly the best of both worlds 
combining heritage and modern amenities in harmony.

Where Quality of Life is a Way of Life

Members 2018
Committee Chair: Rob Pirie

Committee Members: 
Robert Breitwieser, Theo Owel, Lisa Sader, Lois Wegener, Ginny Haubrich, Jennifer Neufeld, Karen Binns, 
Leonard LeCerf , Kerry Malakoff

Summary of Activities
  Centennial Park beautification 

  Gray Park assisted with local business to add heritage plantings to park

  Added an information sign at Kinsmen Park

  Civic/Aquatic Centre: enhanced entrance to the building with pavers and raised planter

  Heritage Times Square

  Historical Brochure and Banners

  Garden of Eat’n: Built and operate a community garden that is accessible 

  Backyard Bounty: Crop sharing group on Facebook

  Birth Forest: yearly plantings of trees for every baby born in the area. 
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2018 Municipal Information
Population:  13,756

Municipal Budget: $39, 004,443 Operating Expense

Parks Budget (as a % of municipal budget):  3%

Total Area:  6935 acres 

Parks and green spaces (as % of total area):  57% which includes golf 
course, storm ponds, undeveloped agricultural land, and Grays Park

Municipal Action Plan

Up until 2018 budget, the Town of Strathmore contributed $5000 per 
year to the operating budget of Communities in Bloom Strathmore. 
This year the Town chose to allocate $2000 to Communities in Bloom 
for a specific project. 

Our committee consists of a small group of people but we have 
about 50 individuals who help with projects. Citizens of all ages, 
government, local businesses and organizations are very active in 
promoting Communities in Bloom, particularly in preparing for the 
Judge’s Visit.  The Town's Operations Department works to keep the 
streets and parks tidy. Town of Strathmore Council, Administration 
and Staff have worked hard to prepare for the arrival of the judges.
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Municipal Action Plan

Our Parks and Pathways



8 | COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM STRATHMORE V2 2018 

Our History
Strathmore, like many communities in Western Canada sprouted with the arrival of the railway. 
The Town cultivated a community willing to give more when on July 28, 1883 Canadian Pacific 
forces manually laid 6.38 miles of track across the prairies to set a record. This was a significant 
stretch of track because it ended that day on the south side of what was later to become the 
unloading point for thousands of settlers.

In 1905, with the development of the 
irrigation system, the original hamlet of 
Strathmore was moved four miles north and 
centered on the 5,600-foot siding there. This 
move to its present location is what gave the 
town its legacy “the village that moved”.

Although Strathmore and area was 
settled and developed by the CPR, by the 
middle 1950’s it was obvious that highway 
competition was eliminating the railway’s 
freight business. But it was not until 1981 
that the actual last rail was removed. Yet 
the CPR left Strathmore a living legacy - the 
irrigation system. Turned over to the users 
in 1944, the irrigation system continues to 
operate today under the management of 
the Western Irrigation District. 
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Heritage Conservation

“Communities in Bloom 
members have worked closely 
with the Western District 
Historical Society and the Town 
to add a historical component 
to Strathmore through an 
electronic app, which allows 
people to go on self-guided 
walking tours of historic sites 
and buildings.” —Mayor Fule—

The Western District Historical Society (WDHS) formed in 2014 to advance historical conservation, 
and education. Their Mission – “To capture, preserve, and share our communities’ distinctive past by 
providing an experience which fosters an understanding of our history”

Supported by the Municipal Development Plan, the Town is developing a historical inventory for 
showcase to visitors and residents. WDHS has already received a Community Enhancement Grant to 
build and fill mobile cases with artifacts of Strathmore heritage.

Municipal Actions
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Seniors week is annual event celebrating local heritage.

The Standard Shoe Shop received the Downtown Design Committee 
Award. This business occupies the old Union Bank, which was a 
prominent commercial building from the 1920’s. 

The Town organizes an annual Parade for Strathmore Stampede.

The Celebration of Lights is kick started with a Santa Claus parade, 
followed by entertainment and the lighting of the park and 
fireworks.

Canada Day is a day full of celebration in Strathmore.  It begins 
with a Pancake Breakfast at the Fire Hall and ends with an amazing 
fireworks display in the Agricultural Society Park. In between are 
many activities such as a watermelon eating contest, potato sack 
races, bike parade and a concert in the park.  

Banners are planned for Second Avenue highlighting heritage 
events and buildings.

Municipal Actions con't...
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Businesses, Institutions and Community Involvement

The Strathmore High School holds an annual Grad Pow Wow.

Newsy Neighbor Magazine host a ‘Street Festival’ on June 16 to ‘Get to Know Your Neighbour’.

Strathmore & District Agricultural Society organizes the annual Strathmore Heritage Days Stampede, held on 
the Heritage Day long weekend.  

Heritage Days celebrations begin the Friday of the long weekend with a rodeo, chuckwagon races, and the 
famous ‘Running with the Bulls’. Numerous volunteers help make this community event happen. 
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Municipal Actions
The Town of Strathmore is committed to replacing trees 
where necessary and planting new trees on a yearly basis. 
The Operations Department currently plants 100 callipered 
trees per year. Street repair projects such as Thomas Drive 
and Second Avenue have included tree planting in the 
redesign. The following landscaping standards exist for 
General Site Landscaping:

10% of municipally owned lands shall have a xeriscape and/or 
naturescape component

1 tree per 35 m2 and 1 shrub per 25 m2

50 mm caliper for smaller deciduous trees and ornamental 
flowering trees (<6 m at maturity)

85 mm caliper for larger deciduous trees (≥6 m at maturity)

2 m height for smaller and 3 m height for larger coniferous 
trees

600 mm height or spread for shrubs

A minimum of half of the trees should be larger trees at 
maturity

Coniferous tress/shrubs should comprise a minimum 
proportion of 1/3 of all shrubs/trees planted to a maximum 
of ½ mix

Employ Terra-seeding for seeding lawns in Municipal Reserves

No poplar or willow shall be considered for use

All plant materials shall be tolerant to healthy growth in 
Strathmore.  Hardiness Zone 3, resistance to disease and 
insect attack and ease of maintenance are also considered

Parking lots to have shade trees with large canopies along the 
perimeter

Small parking lots to include landscape islands or tree lines

Residential yards to be landscaped with a minimum of 2 trees 
per internal lot and 3 trees per corner lot.  Where applicable, 
trees should be first planted in the boulevard or on the street 
right of way

At least 40% of park sites shall be covered by canopy at tree 
maturity

Urban Forestry
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Businesses, Institutions and Community Involvement

New developments have included boulevards of native plants and shrubs, adding green to the communities.  

Students at the local elementary schools participate in the Arbor Day tree program by bringing home a spruce 
seedling to plant. This includes students in the Golden Hills and Christ the Redeemer School Divisions.

Chinook Credit Union is an excellent example of a business committed to improvement of the local community. 
For over ten years, Chinook Credit Union, in collaboration with Eagle Lake Nurseries, the Town of Strathmore and 
Communities in Bloom have planted at least 45 trees per year resulting in over 500 trees planted. The last two 
years the focus has been on planting prairie fruit trees with the harvest available to all in Strathmore.
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Landscape
Municipal Actions

The Operations Department currently has 
a Vegetation Management Program. This 
program is aimed at controlling noxious 
weeds and restricted weeds. 

Municipal reserves in town are monitored 
closely for high levels of infestation 
and that will dictate what application 
is needed. Heavy infestation will have a 
blanket herbicide application, moderate 
infestation will be spot sprayed and minor 
infestation will be spot sprayed.

Parks and paths are maintained year-round by Parks staff. This year, Parks staff are working shifts providing 
coverage seven days a week. Staffing is increased during festival weekends to look after additional garbage and 
facility use.  
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The Town has an off-leash dog park.  This park was developed on Western Irrigation District land.  The park is a 
fenced four acre area for dog owners to allow their well-obeyed dog off-leash in a contained area. The off-leash 
dog park includes a walking trail, benches and picnic tables that are embraced and well-used by the community.

Numerous pathways have been constructed connecting recreation facilities and schools. Many have been paved. 

As part of the Strathmore Centennial Celebrations, Heritage Times Square was built in the Downtown Core.  This 
delightful park replaced an empty lot with trees, seating and a four-sided clock. 

The Town enhanced Kinsmen Park by constructing the Pavilion which will be used by the Farmers Market as well 
as festivals. Solar panels have been installed to provide the power. 



16 | COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM STRATHMORE V2 2018 

Businesses, Institutions and Community Involvement
The canal that flows through Strathmore and managed by Western Irrigation District (WID) is a gift to the 
residents. WID in cooperation with the Town has allowed and encouraged the development of pathways along 
the canal. 

Kinsmen Park is in the heart of Strathmore and the construction of an Amphitheatre has resulted in it being used 
for concerts and shows in the park. The Amphitheatre was constructed because of a donation to the Kinsmen 
Club.

The Design Review Committee participated in the Town’s Downtown Revitalization project which brought new 
landscape into Second and Third Avenue.
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Environmental Action
Municipal Actions

Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (2010) – Council Committee - Sustainability Committee (2016) – 
currently creating a Water Conservation video for public education.

The Sustainability Committee has composting available to all elementary schools in Strathmore. 

The Town organizes a community clean up day – over 100 residents came out to pick up garbage.

The Legacy of the 55 Plus games is a water trailer for refilling of water bottles – available at all public events.

Water use bylaws require low flow shower heads, and rain barrels on all new builds.

Town bylaws restrict outdoor watering to twice a week.

The Town has leased land for the construction of a solar farm.

The New Field House being constructed will have solar panels to power the attached school.

“The residential bin collection program and the recycle yard have contributed 
greatly to reduce the amount of waste going to landfills.  In fact, in the first few 
days of our Green Bin Program, 16 tons of compostable material was collected 
in Strathmore! ” -Mayor Fule-
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Strathmore's recycle yard has been in operation since January 15, 2003, and has enjoyed excellent support from 
area residents. It is now operated by Waste Management.

The yard also offers residents a place to compost yard waste such as grass clippings. Tree branches and shrubs 
are also chipped and become part of the composting project as well.

Green bins were introduced to residents this spring and have been very well received by the community.

Blue bins are also available for a fee.

The 'Take it or Leave It' is part of the recycle yard - a place to take gently used items that are given another life at 
someone else’s home.  An enclosed building serves as a shelter for a book exchange.      

Recycle Yard 

Calgary Regional Partnership Transportation continues to determine options for transportation between Calgary 
and Strathmore.  Currently a private company provides a daily commuter service.

Transportation
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Businesses, Institutions and Community Involvement
Hope Covenant Church provides land for a Community Garden.

Wheatland Students plant a garden each year in the Community Garden.

Recycling programs exist at all schools in Strathmore which includes paper, plastics and composting.

Old underlay and carpet is collected and recycled by installers.

Many Strathmore residents are embracing xeriscaping principles with planting and many are reducing the size 
of their lawns or removing all together. 

Residents follow the watering restrictions.

Residents have also began to install solar panels for their personal needs. 
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Tidiness
Municipal Actions

Strathmore has several bylaws regarding tidiness in the town, in our parks and pathways.  Garbage is collected 
on a weekly basis and several Heavy Item Garbage Days are scheduled throughout the year. This allows residents 
to dispose of large waste items free of charge and prevents the inappropriate dumping of these items in alleys 
and parks. Strathmore has introduced new brown bin cans for garbage.  

The Temporary Signs and Posters Bylaw ensures that garage sale signs are only in place the day before the sale 
and the day of the sale.  It prevents signs from being placed on the mailboxes, garbage cans, street light poles 
and other public places.  A central posting board is provided at Kinsmen Park.

Dog owners must pick up any excrement and dispose of it properly.  Signs are posted at the entrances to all park 
spaces stating this bylaw. Bags are provided at regular intervals along popular walking routes.

To keep the streets looking nice, street sweeping takes place in the spring and fall.



   COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM STRATHMORE V2 2018  | 21 

Businesses, Institutions and Community Involvement

Over 100 community members along with members of Council, participated in a Community Clean Up day in 
April. Schools also participate in cleaning the area around their schools.

Businesses take pride in their space.  Garbage is regularly picked up in front of businesses and sidewalks are kept 
clean.

Residential

Throughout the Town you will see that residents take pride in their properties and surroundings.  
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Floral Displays

Municipal Actions

The Town has placed floral planters on the cement divider on Highway 1 running through Strathmore.

Revitalization of Second and Third Avenue includes lamppost hangers which allow for beautiful floral displays.

Floral Planters have also been added along Second and Third Avenue. 

Kinsmen Park has numerous planters and flower beds showcasing both annuals and perennials.

Lambert Park has numerous planters and beds with flowers.

Planters and flower beds are found at the town office, fire hall, and library.

The Municipal parking lot on Third Avenue also has trees planted and floral displays.
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Businesses, Institutions and Community Involvement

Local businesses continue to add to their floral displays.

The Strathmore Country Garden Club encourages residential floral displays.

Strathmore Home Hardware provides free seeds to Communities in Bloom 
(CIB) which then distributes at our annual Spring Workshop
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• Continue to encourage tree planting on green spaces in Strathmore and on private property

• Develop a closer relationship with Strathmore Chamber of Commerce

• Encourage the sustainability committee in Strathmore to promote less water use

• Work with the Town to move forward with an ‘Adopt a Park’ program

• Work with the town to develop a sponsorship program of pathways, benches and garbage bins

CIB Strathmore beyond 2018



   COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM STRATHMORE V2 2018  | 27 

“Strathmore has come very far in its approach to trees, parks, pathways, 
beautification, and recycling.  The efforts of Communities in Bloom and its 
partnerships with other groups, have been driving forces in in these improvements.  
We’re proud and thrilled with the enhancements to our Town and the fact that 
environmentally sensitive areas like wetlands are also being protected.  We’re sure 
that Strathmore will continue to improve, and will become one of the prettiest 

places in this part of the prairies! ”-Mayor Fule- 




