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 Population : 4, 600 (Town) 6, 288(County) 
 CIB Budget : $2, 600 + Business donations 
 The Town - $ 1,600  County of Barrhead - $1,000  

 Business Donations – in process 

 

Committee Members promoted the CIB program during annual Volunteer Appreciation event in April, 2018, 

and the Spring Workshops “Let’s Get Growing” and Farm Women’s Day. The Barrhead Leader announced the 

Judges visit a month prior and suggested weekly activities to prepare. Invitations were given out to Lunch & 

Dinner with judges. The Itinerary of the Judge visit was firmed up; profile book completed. 

 

Promotional material and general information for CIB is now available on town web site; this includes 2016 & 

2017 community profile book, judges evaluation, brochures and information on invasive weeds.  

 

Websites:  www.barrhead.ca  www.countybarrhead.ab.ca 

Welcome Judges  to Barrhead! 

Message from the Committee 

Municipal Information 

 
 

June 18th, 2018   
 
Ms. Marie Wenger and Ms. Linda Lockwood  
 
On behalf of the Communities in Bloom committee I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our judges, Marie Wenger 
and Linda Lockwood. 
 
It will be our pleasure to “Show and Share” our Communities of Barrhead with the 2018 judges. Many exciting events have 
happened this past twelve months, starting with the addition of several new members to our committee. As a result, several 
agencies in the Town and County of Barrhead are now represented and this has opened up many new opportunities. We 
hope the benefits of new partnerships are reflected in this edition of our profile book. 
 
We began planning the season by thinking of our committee as an umbrella under which we gathered the many wonderful 
things happening in our communities all of which meet the overall mandates of Communities in Bloom. From a simple ques-
tion about seeds we could plant to promote the growth of wild flowers we adopted a Bee Friendly logo which encompassed 
not only providing nectar for the bees but also the opportunity for families to come together under a county project to build 
bee hotels. On a human level, Bee Friendly reflects the way the residents of the Communities of Barrhead think and act. We 
are a Safe and Caring community. 
A new partnership with Bethel Pentecostal Church and “Highway 2 Conservation” enabled the Parent Link group, “My Guy 
and I” with an excellent opportunity to build Bat Houses. This activity promoted interest with children and adults alike. Who 
knew that pregnant female bats could devour a thousand mosquitoes in one hour!  
 
Another exciting project we have embraced is featured under Heritage Conservation. We have exciting new developments 
there to share with you.  
 
We are thankful for the support we receive from the Town and County of Barrhead. This partnership along with several oth-
ers help us showcase our community and we can’t wait to share with you, our judges 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Susan L Rees  
Chair of Communities in Bloom committee 



 

 

County of Barrhead No. 11 



 

 



 

 

Town of Barrhead Evaluation Day Agenda 
 
 

Date: July 26, 2018 
Communities in Bloom 2018 Itinerary  

COMMUNITIES OF BARRHEAD EVALUATION DAY AGENDA 
 

DATE: July 26, 2018 
 

Marie Wenger, Linda Lockwood, Marilyn Flock, Ros Rudd, Sue Rees 
 

  9:30 AM  Provincial Judges meet at the Town Office 
  9:45 AM  Tour Down Town Barrhead , Driving Tour of Industrial Area 
10:00 AM  (RCMP Station, Fire Hall, Compost Site, Correspondence School, and & Recycle 
10:15 AM  Hospital 
10:40 AM  Public Library 
11:15 AM  Community Garden,  
11:30 PM  Vern and Colleen's Solar House 
12:00 PM  Meet and Greet Lunch at Hillcrest  residents, Councillors, Media  
  1:00 PM  Tour of the Hillcrest   
  1:30 PM  Swimming Pool 
  2:30 PM  Stuber Yard with Restored Historical Buildings 
  3:00 PM  Drive by Historical Lutheran Church and site of the Benton School 
  3:30 PM  Brian and Kim Geis  Conservation and Rural Beautification Award 
  4:00 PM  Gardenview Church 
  4:45 PM  Lac La Nonne Store 
  5:15 PM  Dunstable School Project 
  5:45 PM  Travel to Barrhead  
  6:15 PM  Yuill Park and Japanese Garden/ Walking Trail/Millennium Park 
  6:30 PM  Barrhead Golf Club Dinner - End of Tour 
  7:00 PM  Judges’ Quiet Time to Complete Evaluation 

 

Marilyn Flock – Vice-Chair   Tour Organizer          marilyn.flock@gmail.com       780-305- 4317 
Sue Rees - Chairman                                                          slrees@telus.net              780-305-9197 

mailto:marilyn.flock@gmail.com
mailto:slrees@telus.net


 

 

 
 

 

Town of Barrhead 
Barrhead And Community History       
 
Barrhead is immersed in an ecosystem made up of farmlands,  
forest, wetlands, lakes and rivers. It values the unique relationship between a natural environment 
and developed areas, where you can enjoy the beauty nature offers in our area. Nothing can compare to the tran-
quility of nature and the friendly warm atmosphere of farmers and town’s people. 

 
Barrhead’s rich history began during the late 1800's and the early 1900's, Barrhead played an important role in 
the settlement of north-western Alberta. Highway 33, known as the Grizzly Trail, follows the original Klondike 
Trail, which was the shortest route to the Yukon during the Gold Rush years. Once established, this route was the 
key to the settlement of the Peace River region. The old Barrhead town site, 3 km north of the present Town Cen-

tre, was a frequent stop over for those heading to Klondike and others who needed supplies for 
the rigorous journey north. 
 
Originally established in 1906, Barrhead's position as a major trade center on the historic Klon-
dike Trail gave it a significant role in the settlement of north-western Alberta. It was a vital link 
in the trade route from Fort Edmonton to the Yukon. 
 
James McGuire, one of the first settlers in the area, named  

Barrhead after his hometown in Scotland. Today, the community's rich history can be revisited through a capti-
vating collection of artifacts at the Barrhead and District Museum. The museum also houses the third largest dis-
play of African exhibits in Canada, as well as the Barrhead Visitor Information Centre, which is open from May to 
September.  

 
The Town of Barrhead is proud to showcase the Great Blue Heron as its official Mascot. The elegant, long-legged 
bird is often spotted along the shores of local lakes, a   statue of the bird is situated at the corner of 50 Street and 
49 Street, next to the Community Gazebo that marks the Town center and miniatures of the bird adorn the street 
posts. The Blue Heron also known as "Aaron the Blue Heron" was built in 1984 by its creator, Trygve Seland. It is 
constructed of rebar, wire mesh and concrete and is 8 feet (2.4 meters) in height 
and is situated on a pedestal that is 4 feet (1.2 meters) in height. In 2014 the bird 
took a trip south of the border for repairs, while in warmer climate “Aaron the 
Blue Heron” found a mate “Sharon”. 

The County sat on a steering committee to des-
ignate the Athabasca River as a Heritage River 
and also worked with the committee to have 
the Athabasca Sandhills, on the northern edge 
of the County designated for protection under the Special Places legislation.  

The Klondike (Vega) Ferry on the Athabasca River is one of only 7 remaining fer-
ries in the Province of Alberta. The ferry operates from April to October. An ice 
bridge serves the crossing during the winter months. 

The Town and County both have maintained cemeteries, with the Field of Honor maintained by the Royal       
 Canadian Legion. In 1913 St. Mary Abbots Anglican Church was built. In 1928 the church was moved to         
 Barrhead and now stands near the Thunder Lake Provincial Park.   
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Community Support  
 

for CIB 
 

  

  

  
 
  

  

County   

  

  

  

 Town 
 

  
   
   

 

Community Involvement  
Golf Course  

Ball Diamonds  
Legion/4H 

Community Garden 
Greenhouses/Rotary 

  

Business/Institution 
School/Church 

Hospital/Museum 
Barrhead & District 

Social Housing  
Association 

      Farm 

  

  

  
  

  

 

Parks 
Streets 

Walking Trail 

Municipal 

Residential 
CIB Signs 

Ad in Paper 
Website 



 

 

Municipal: Parks & Green Places – yellow sections on town map 

 Streets/Streetscapes – Barrhead Street Merchants Assn 
(representation on committee): July fest; Flowers in Planters 
  -DeHerdts Greenhouse – Hanging Baskets in Town – created & maintained (representation on 
   committee) 
 

Walking Trail - TBA 
Businesses & Institutions: See Streets/streetscapes above for Business 
  Many Businesses & Institutions develop their own green areas or areas of beauty  
  healing, calmness, joy, overall mental & physical wellness 

Schools: have plans to involve them in the future Highway clean-up 

Churches – representation on committee: Venues 
  Black graveyard – created by Barrhead Pentecostal; restored by Mormon volunteers 

Hospital: each dept has their green section to adopt & maintain 

Museum 
Barrhead District Social Housing Association – senior residences 
  Many green areas for residents to work in  
  (representation on committee) 

Businesses: donate $ to support historical plaques in their buildings 

Farms: County Tour 

Residential – CIB signs on properties for judges focus on tour 
  Ad in paper Town; website – CIB news 

Community Involvement: 

Golf Courses: green areas developed & maintained by volunteers 

Ball diamonds: maintained by municipality 

Legion: maintained by volunteers 

Community Garden: executive learned how to efficiently &  
  effectively delegate volunteers to be in charge of certain areas 
  (representation on committee 

Greenhouses: ACE Garden; Pots n Pansies & De Herdt’s all help   
  Barrhead residents, businesses & institutions maintain & present beauty, wellness & pride in 
their venues 
  (representation on committee 

Rotary Club: raised money to build Rotary splash park. Town helps  Maintain 
 

4H – highway clean-up: 
  (representation on committee) 

   

Community Support for CIB 



 

 

Response to CIB Judge 

Report 



 

 

TIDINESS 

Tidiness includes an overall tidiness effort by the municipality, businesses, institutions and the residents throughout the community. Ele-
ments for evaluation are parks and green spaces, medians, boulevards, sidewalks, streets: municipal, commercial, institutional and residen-

tial properties; ditches, road shoulders, vacant tots, signs and buildings; weed control, litter clean-up (including cigarette butts and gum), 
graffiti prevention/removal and vandalism deterrent programs. 

  Max Actual 

Municipal  

Tidiness, order, cleanliness and first impressions 10 8.5 

Community anti-litter awareness programs 10 
8 

Effective bylaws, programs and policies and enforcement; litter control, unsightly private property mainte-
nance by-laws, graffiti prevention and eradication, graffiti removal kits to residents 

10 8 

Cleanliness of public green infrastructure: parks, streetscapes (sidewalks, planters, urban signage and fur-
niture such as benches, litter and recycling containers etc.) 15 13.5 

Visual appeal, and condition of municipal buildings and properties (including City Hall grounds), 
15 13.5 

Business & Institutions   

Tidiness, order and cleanliness and first Impressions 
15 13 

Condition of buildings (exterior maintenance), grounds, sidewalks and parking lots 15 
13.5 

Condition of urban furniture: benches, litter and recycling containers 
5 

4 

 

Tidiness, order and cleanliness 20 
17 

Condition of buildings, grounds and yards 15 
12.5 

Community Involvement   

Public participation in community, neighborhood or individual street tidiness, clean-up programs, ac-
tivities and annual maintenance (including promotion, organization, innovations involving Youth and 

seniors, etc.) 10 8 

Support — financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and institutions for 
community clean-up programs 10 8 

Tidiness Total   150.00 127.50 

Residential 



 

 Tidiness 
Observations 

Both the Town and the County are generally neat and tidy. Construc-
tion areas may appear untidy but they are really a sign of growth and conscientious maintenance 
and repair. The wheelchair friendly sidewalks are particularly appreciated. 

 
Most town residences were neat with lawns recently cut. 
The yards of rural residents were exceptionally neat and 
tidy and showed great pride of ownership. 
The consistent 'blue' color throughout the town provides a 
nice, cohesive tidy effect. This is a good initiative that 
should be applauded and continued. 

 

Recommendations: 

We encourage you to persevere with your efforts on the control of noxious weeds. Problematic 
weeds include Tansy, Canada Thistle, Scentless Chamomile, Toadflax and Himalayan Impatiens. 
This includes public information as well as conscientious pulling of such weeds, 
 
Continue to include local youth in clean-up activities as well as construction projects. This allows 
them to take 'ownership' in their community and certainly reduces vandalism and graffiti. 
Try to recognize the good citizens who keep Barrhead clean and tidy by taking the initiative to 
pick up garbage and pull noxious weeds on their daily walks. 
 
Continue to add refuse and recycle containers in your public areas 
for the convenience of residents and visitors. 



 

 

Tidiness 
You said:  “We encourage you to persevere with your efforts to control noxious weeds” 
  
We did it: The Communities in Bloom committee was invited to attend various interest groups 
this spring. This provided us with opportunities to hand out information brochures on noxious 
weeds and plants which provided alternative flowers to replace the noxious weeds. In the past, 
venues to hand out these pamphlets has been limited. With increased awareness of Communi-
ties in Bloom comes greater opportunity to spread the word.  Approximately 150  brochures 
were distributed to the public and were well received. 
We decided to approach the Alberta Distance Learning Centre employees to take up this initi-
ative on their daily walks. However this plan is on hold until next year. This is a future goal 
when the timing is right to approach the employees. The committee came up with a plan to 
invite interested members of the community to a join us on a couple of evening walks to learn 
to identify weeds common weeds. The intent was to encourage  a social occasion to walk and 
learn about common weeds along the way, This idea requires more attention and time to put 
into action and we will make it a goal for next year. 
 

 You said: “Continue to include local youth in cleanup activities which in turn allows the 
youth to take ownership and pride in their community.” 
  
We did it: We continue to encourage local clubs and groups to include spring cleanup activi-
ties in their programs. Spring clean up has always been an important event for church groups 
Beavers and Scouts but the awareness of the pride in the community by such groups was no-
ticed by the committee itself. 
 

You said:  “Continue to add refuse and recycle containers in public areas.  
 

 We  had a plan:  Our committee decided that we could reuse large bins from the maintenance 
department as extra garbage cans for use on public areas, school grounds etc. The plan was to 
approach schools and youth groups and ask them to decorate the garbage cans. Allowing 
school children to paint them with positive messages would  encourage a greater sense of 
keeping the environment clean.. Arrangements were made for the town refuse collectors to 
empty the bins. Then it was discovered that plans were already in place in some school class 
classrooms to decorate garbage cans.  Other groups didn't have time it fit this project into their 
plans. There was a delay in obtaining the garbage cans from the town but we will endeavor to 
carry this phone forward next year when we will have a greater number of interested groups 
to decorate a garbage can, 
 

You said:  “Try to recognize the good citizens of the communities who take  the initiative to 
pick up garbage and pull noxious weeds on their daily walk. 
 

We said: We will address this after successful implementation of preceding projects. 



 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 

Environmental action pertains to the impact of human activities on the environment and the subsequent efforts and achievements of the 

community with respect to: policies, by-laws, programs and best practices for waste reduction and landfill diversion, composting sites, 
landfill sites, hazardous waste collections, water conservation, energy conservation, and environmental stewardship activities under the 
guiding principles of sustainable development pertaining to green spaces. 

  Max Actual 

Municipal  

Sustainable development strategy: policies, programs, guidelines, long-term planning/vision; effective 
bylaws/policies and their enforcement; and public education programs and activities 20 16.25 

Waste reduction to landfill and results (3-R: reduce, reuse and recycle), municipal composting pro-
grams, including activities such as composting sites, yard waste collections, mulching of wood debris 

(Christmas trees, hedge trimmings, etc.), reclamation of cut trees, and handling of hazardous waste 
Including e-waste collection and reuse of compost material 

20 16.5 

Water conservation and use-reduction programs such as promotions, efficient irrigation, use of nonpo-
table water, water restriction policies 15 13 

Energy conservation programs such as alternate forms of energy (ex. geothermal, biomass, wind, solar) 
and initiatives such as: efficient appliances initiatives, shielding for night skies issues, efficient street 

lighting 
15 13.5 

Environmental initiatives, innovations and actions such as: 
Development and expansion of sustainable mobility and active transportation network such as bike 

lanes and multi-used pathways; 
Horticultural practices such as green roofs, green walls, green lanes, living fences, buffer zones; reuse 

of sites; engineered wetlands, bio-swales, permeable surfaces and rain water management - Brown-
field redevelopment, remediation, land reclamation 

Air quality programs such as anti-idling, reduction of greenhouse gas emission (carbon reduction). 

10 8.25 

Business & Institutions   

Participation in the environmental effort: such as waste management (reduce, reuse and recycle), water 

conservation, energy conservation, brownfield management 
10 8 

Corporate environmental innovation/stewardship, initiatives, activities (ex. environmental clean-up 
activities) 

10 7.5 

Residential  

Participation in the 3-R (reduce, reuse and recycle) initiatives and composting 10 8.25 

Adoption of water conservation practices such as rainwater collection and rain gardens 15 14 

Community Involvement  

Public participation in public forums and policy development on environmental issues 5 3.5 

Public participation in community, neighborhood or individual street environmental activities and pro-

grams (including promotion, organization and evidence of taking ownership, etc.) 
10 8 

Support — financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and institutions in 

public environmental activities and programs 
10 8 

Environmental Action Total  150.00 124.75 



 

 

 

 

Observations 

The town of Barrhead sets a very good example environmentally. The 
switch to 'green' is evident with the use of LED lights, geothermal heating 
and cooling at the new aquatic centre and solar panels. Plumbing fixtures 
reduce water consumption. Solar lights are used at the tennis courts, along 
the walking trails and in Cecile Martin Park. Recycle containers have been 
added downtown. 

The County of Barrhead shows great respect for soil, water and wildlife. 
Their Ground and Surface Water study and Shoreline Conservation award 
both protect riparian areas and help prevent contamination of ground and 
surface water. The riparian project was continued in 2017 with additional 
acres planted. Highway Two Conservation (H2C) involves Barrhead Coun-
ty working with the counties of Athabasca and 
Westlock as well. 
The Garden View and Jensen projects both pro-
tect waterfowl. The bat population is encouraged 
for agricultural pest control with 2 large bat con-

dos and more than 30 bat houses built. Infor-
mation sessions, demonstrations and field days are 
well received. The youth, particularly the 4-H 
clubs and schools, are involved in environmental 
action. 

IPM programs for Town and County are in place. 
Residents are following the lead by utilizing cul-
tural and biological pest control at home and in 
the Community Garden. Institutions and homes are collecting rainwater. 
Some scores from last year appeared quite high (9 out of 10). Therefore, we 
regret that we were not able to increase those scores, even though you con-
tinue to improve! 
Recommendations: 

It appears that environmental concerns may provide an excellent opportunity for the town and 
county to work together. The County has an excellent grip on the big conservation issues and the 
town appears to have good specific programs. 
More recycle containers placed beside existing garbage containers in town and county would re-
duce the amount going to the landfill. 

    nvironmental Action 



 

 

 

 

You said:  “It appears that environmental concerns may provide an excel-
lent opportunity for the Town and County to work together. the county 
has an excellent grip on the big conservation issues on the town appears 

to have good specific programs. 
 

 We said:  Communities in Bloom has partnered with the parent link group at FCSS, the Barrhead 
Public Library, the Bethel Pentecostal Church and the County of 
Barrhead On two occasions this spring, The parent link group My 
Guy and I initiated building bat houses.  Bethel Pentecostal Church 
share the cost of the lumber for the bat houses with Highway 2 
Conservation.  Approximately 25 Grandads, dads and uncles made 
bat houses under the instruction of our conservation officer.  May 
26 saw  the library host Building Bee Hotels, On both occasions in-
formation about bees and bats  was presented. Families who attend-
ed listened intently as a conservation officer dispelled myths about 
bats, the importance of bees and that bats are a wonderful alterna-
tive to mosquito spray.  Traditionally, these activities are hosted by 
the Highway 2 Conservation group. This year  we are proud to note 
increased partnerships with the parent link and Barrhead Pentecos-
tal Church. Barrhead Public Library has always supported Commu-
nities in Bloom but this year extra programs related to the environ-
ment, gardening and landscaping were incorporated into planning. 
 

You said:  “More recycle containers placed beside the existing garbage containers in the Town 
and County would reduce the amount going to the landfill.  
 

 We did it: We noted the recycle containers were always empty and extra containers were placed 
on Main Street. 
 

You said:  Encourage residents businesses and institutions to conduct energy Audits and to take 
advantage of existing energy saving grants. 
 

We did it:  Itis not known how many residents took advantage of the energy saving grants but the 

efficiency Alberta group were very visible in town during the month of 

May. 

    nvironmental Action 



 

 

Highway 2 Conservation 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION 

Heritage conservation includes efforts to preserve natural and cultural heritage within the community. Preservation of natural heritage 
pertains to policies, plans and actions concerning all elements of biodiversity including flora and fauna ecosystems and associated geo-
logical structures and formations. Cultural conservation refers to the heritage that helps define the community including the legacy of 

tangible (built/hard assets) elements such as heritage buildings, monuments, memorials, cemeteries, artifacts, museums and intangible 
elements such as traditions, customs, festivals and celebrations. The participation of groups such as historical societies and conservation 

groups is considered. 

  Max Actual 

 

Natural heritage policies, bylaws and their enforcement and effective programs 10 8 

Natural heritage management plans and preservation initiatives: including eco systems, 

eco parks, protection of sensitive habitats, species at risk, support for at risk pollinators, 
grasslands, naturalization, wetlands, urban a agriculture/farming and wildlife 

15 14 

Management and promotion of natural heritage (through communications, information 

and support programs, economic development/tourism) including activities and pro-
grams (year-round) for education and use of natural heritage sites for and b the public 

  

13 

Cultural heritage polices, by-laws and plans and preservation initiatives for heritage build-

ings, cemeteries, artefacts, museums, monuments, heritage trees and gardens, including 
their integration with streetscapes and landscape e 

15 
12.5 

Cultural heritage initiatives throughout the year including festivals and celebrations along 

with preservation of traditions and customs 
10 8 

Business & Institutions  

Conservation, restoration and integration of natural heritage, including eco parks, conser-

vation areas, heritage gardens, trees and landscapes. 
15 12 

Conservation, restoration and reuse of heritage buildings and artefacts including their inte-

gration with the built/hard, streets es and green landscapes 
10 

9 

 Residential   

Conservation/restoration and reuse of heritage buildings, artefacts on residential lands 10 8 

 Community Involvement   

Public participation in community, neighborhood or individual natural heritage programs 

including developing policies and plans, site improvements and management, conservation 
and education initiatives 

15 
12.5 

Support — financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and 

Institutions (including environmental groups) in community-initiated natural heritage ac-
tivities and Programs  

15 13 

Public participation in community, neighborhood or individual cultural heritage pro-

grams including year-round heritage community events/activities, festivals and celebra-
tions along with preservation of traditions and customs 

10 8.5 

Support — financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and 

institutions (including historical societies) in community initiated cultural heritage ac-
tivities and programs. 

10 9 

Heritage Conservation Total 150.00 127.50 

Municipal 



 

 

Observations                                                                                                                                               

You will note that Natural Heritage is now scored separately from Cultural or built Heritage. (Some of the natu-

ral heritage information overlaps with environmental action.) The County has an inventory of environmentally 

sensitive areas, including soil, water, plants and wildlife. They preserve natural heritage by identifying and 

measuring areas of peat and encouraging landowners to leave them in their natu-

ral state. Their Conservation Award Policy encourages landowners to leave mar-

ginal lands out of production. The Holmes Crossing Sand Hills Ecological Reserve 

could also be an important factor in your natural heritage if it is within County 

jurisdiction. 

The Grizzly Trail follows the original Klondike Trail which was the shortest route to 
the Yukon and which also facilitated settlement of the Peace River area. The Atha-
basca River has been designated as a Heritage River. The Klondyke Ferry crossing 
the Athabasca River is an important part of your heritage, being one of just seven 

cabled ferries left in Alberta. 

The museum is only open for the summer months but it 
is a wonderful facility for showing some of the history 
of the area, with catalogued items also showing the 
names of donor and original owner. A 11,000 year old 
Cody knife is impressive. The gathering of photos and history of the 
area for the 100th Anniversary of Barrhead is well underway. 
St. Mary Abbots Anglican Church is over a century old and is now situ-
ated near Thunder Lake Provincial Park. Cemeteries in both town and 
county are respectfully maintained. The Royal Canadian Legion looks 
after the Field of Honor. The Bethel Baptist Cemetery, a black history 
cemetery is a very rewarding church       project. 
The CIB committee must be commended for their forward thinking in creating a Face-

book page and digitalizing 600 local historical photographs, with plans to add the Barrhead Leader and stories 
from local seniors. 
Recommendations: 

While your large African exhibit may not appear totally relevant to the area, it is quite significant that it is the 
third largest in Canada. Perhaps some service club, group or business might be interested in adopting it and dis-
playing it year-round. This would leave the space for the local museum to concentrate more on local history. Is 
this a possibility? 

Do not delay in your project to gather stories from your senior population. Valuable stories are lost every day. 
We might suggest that you involve school students in this project as well. 
Adding historical photo signage to the downtown is also an excellent idea. When the signs are in place, you may 
want to create a simple brochure for a Downtown Walking Tour that visitors and residents would enjoy. 



 

 

 
 

You said: “While your large African exhibit may not appear totally relevant to the area it is quite 
significant that it is the third largest in Canada.  Perhaps some service Club group or business 
might be interested in adopting it and displaying it and this would leave the space for the local 
Museum to concentrate more on local history, Is this a possibility?” 
 

We did not:  The African exhibition was donated to the Museum by the family of a local resident. 
The display cabinets were purchased by the museum. Even though the African exhibition may 
seem out of place in the museum, the history  surrounding the display is of historical interest to 
Barrhead. Secondly, service groups are already stretched and adopting this display would require 
more manpower and energy than currently available.  
 

You said:  “Do not delay in your project to gather stories from your senior population Valuable 
stories are lost every day. We might suggest that you involve school students in this project as 
well. 
 

We said yes but:  We understand how quickly valuable stories are lost . 2018 saw the passing of 
Mrs. Jennie Sutherland at the age of 110. Jennie and her husband established the first book mo-
bile in Barrhead. Fortunately Jenny’s story has been documented and she was interviewed by 
the CBC. CIB committee members have attempted to gather stories from the past but time to 
take on this project is in short supply. We did inquire whether high school students would be in-
terested in this project but it did not fit the high school program. We still hope to gather these 
stories and will continue to seek alternative ways to record them. 
 

You said:  adding historical photo signage to the downtown is also an excellent idea when the 
signs are in place you may want to create a simple brochure for a downtown walking tour that 
visitors and residents would enjoy. 
 

We said:  The historical photo signage of the downtown core has come to fruition. A letter was 

drafted and business owners and community leaders were approached to support this project 

with a donation to cover the printing costs.  The letter requesting a donation described the sign-

age and explained that the history and photograph of the site of the original business or building 

would be included. A  local printer agreed to make the weatherproof plaques to be placed out-

side prominent buildings. Creating a simple brochure for a downtown walking tour guide will be 

 a future goal. 



 

 

URBAN FORESTRY 

Urban forestry includes the efforts of the municipality, businesses, institutions and residents with regards to written policies, by-
laws, standards for tree management (selection, planting, and maintenance), long and short-term management plans, tree replace-
ment policies, pollinator friendly tree selection, tree inventory, and Integrated Pest Management (IPM), heritage, memorial and com-

memorative trees. 

  Max Actual 

 Municipal   

Overall impact, benefit and first impression of the urban forest 10 7.5 

Policies, regulations and tree by-laws, tree protection and planting on public and private lands 
15 

13 

Urban forestry plan and design, including integration with overall green infrastructure landscape plan, 
and measures to preserve, protect, manage and expand overall tree inventory, including woodlots. 

20 15 

Plan of action: procurement, species diversity (including native trees), selection of hardy and pollinator 
habitat tree species, recommended tree list and tree planting standards. 10 7.5 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) / Plant HealthCare (PHC): plan of action for invasive pest detection 
and control, information on current infestations and diseases 10 7 

Public information programs: 
old Good planting techniques, best practices and maintenance programs 15 12 

Maintenance best practices with proven results 
10 

7.5 

Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs 5 3.5 

 Business & Institutions  

Contribution to expanding overall tree inventory, with consideration of design and diversity including 
native and hardy species of trees, on properties owned by business and institutions. 15 12.5 

Maintenance programs, best practices with proven results: watering, pruning, IPM 
10 7.5 

 Residential  

Contribution to expanding overall tree inventory, with consideration of design and diversity include na-
tive and har species of trees on residential properties  15 13 

Maintenance best practices with proven results 
10 

7 

 Community Involvement  

Public participation in tree planting and conservation programs such as Green Streets Canada, Arbor 
Day, Maple Leaf Day, and other tree planting and maintenance programs and activities on cubic lands 

(including promotion, organization etc. 
20 16 

Support — financial and/or in-kind or participation or promotion by the municipality, businesses and 
institutions for community tree planting and conservation programs on public lands 10 7.5 

 
175.00 

 



 

 

                    

                  

 

    Observations 

Trees are well maintained in most areas although cedars at the hospital have issues and the Black 
knot problem persists. It appears that ample information and knowledgeable people are available. 
Starting two years ago, a joint program with local garden centers enabled the compilation of an in-
ventory of recently planted trees. The Contribution Program of 2014 has given residents the op-
portunity to add to the town's urban forest while memorializing a friend or family member. 

In the county, the Shelterbelt program has enabled the planting of 93,000 trees over the years. 
Those thousands of trees were carefully chosen to provide some berries for wildlife as well as to 
avoid competition with private industry. The county also supplied equipment and labor for planting 
at a subsidized rate. Additionally, 15,000 trees have been planted through Green Streets Canada. 
Recommendations: 

We suggest that you obtain an estimate of the $$ value (from a local arborist or from the Council 
on Tree & Landscape Appraisers or similar group) of the impressive Western Red Oak at Hillcrest 
Manor. While we hope that this might ensure its salvation and a re-working of the expansion plans; 
at the very least it would educate all sectors of the community on the dollar value of mature, unique 
trees and the need to honor, preserve and protect them. 
 
Your inventory of recently planted trees is a worthwhile project. When time, energy and finances 
permit, it would be prudent to expand the Inventory to include all significant trees in the town. 
As the town flourishes and grows, it would be beneficial to pass legislation that protects mature 
trees on public and private land during renovations and construction. You have an excellent record 
in Barrhead for preserving and re-using buildings. This would just extend the practice to 
your valuable urban forest. 

 

RBAN FORESTRY 



 

 

 
 
You said:  We suggest that you obtain an estimate of the dollar value from a local arborist or from 
the Council  or Tree & Landscape appraisers or similar group of the impressive Western Red Oak 
at Hillcrest Lodge. working of the expansion plans at the very least it would educate all sectors of 
the community on the dollar value of mature unique trees and the need to honor preserve and pro-
tect them.” 
 

We did not:  We have not made any progress regarding the 
Western Red Oak at Hillcrest Lodge. We understand the 
need to honor, preserve and protect such trees and have dis-
cussed ways to gather the acorns 
and produce seedlings. It should 
be noted that many students from 
the Barrhead schools visit the res-
idents of Hillcrest Lodge and per-
haps the students can take time to 
study the Western Red Oak, draw 

pictures or write a poem to preserve its history. We plan to discuss this 
with grade one teachers. (Since this report was written, other possibili-
ties have been discussed.) 
 

You said:  “Your inventory of recently planted trees is a worthwhile 
project. When time, energy, and finances permit, it would be prudent to 
expand the inventory to include all significant trees in the town.” 
 

We did not:  There is nothing to report on the tree inventory. 
 

You said:  “As the town flourishes and grows it would be beneficial to pass legislation that pro-
tects mature trees on public and private land during renovations and construction. You have an ex-
cellent record in Barrhead for preserving and reusing buildings. This would just extend the prac-
tice to your valuable Urban Forest” 
 

We said:  There are no developments to report on this recommendation. 

RBAN FORESTRY 



 

 

LANDSCAPE 

Landscape includes planning, design, construction and maintenance of parks and green spaces suitable for the intended use and location on 

a year-round basis. Elements for evaluation include: native and introduced materials; balance of plants, materials and constructed ele-
ments; appropriate integration of hard surfaces and art elements, use of turf and groundcovers. Landscape design should harmonize the 
interests of all sectors of the community. Standards of execution and maintenance should demonstrate best practices, including quality of 

naturalization, use of groundcovers and wildflowers along with turf management. 

  Max Actual 

Municipal     

First impressions of the community including gateway/entrance treatments 10 8.25 

Sustainable designs (seasonally adjusted year round): energy efficient, use of green materi-
als, naturalization, xeriscaping, suitable plant varieties (including pollinator friendly) , traffic 

calming, bank stabilization 
10 8 

Urban and civic design standards for streetscape and public places: flags, banners, public art, 
fountains, site furnishings, signage, seasonal desi n and décor, walkways and paving materials 

10 8.5 

Landscape Plan: integrated and implemented throughout the municipality 10 8 

Turf management programs, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Plant Health Care (PHC), 
alternative solutions to diseases and infestations when appropriate, increased naturalization 

and adapted ted maintenance programs 
10 7 

Landscape maintenance policies, standards, best practices and programs 10 7.5 

Landscape maintained to appropriate standards, specifications and best practices. 5 3.5 

Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs 10 7 

Demonstrated year-round opportunities and programs for education and use of parks and green 
spaces (urban agriculture, community gardens, arks and recreation programs) 

10 8.5 

 Business & Institutions  

Sustainable designs (seasonally adjusted year round): energy efficient, use of green materials, 
naturalization, xeriscaping, alternate groundcovers, urban agriculture 

10 8 

Contribution to urban and civic design and public green spaces above requirements: such as pub-
lic art, streetscape, site furniture, fountains & innovation in concept & design 

15 13.5 

Adequate ongoing life cycle management (ongoing maintenance, ground & asset management, 
rehabilitation & replacement ) of all landscape elements 

10 8.5 

 Residential  

Streetscape appeal of landscapes (year-round, seasonal, themed) 15 13 

Maintenance of properties: lawn care, trees and shrub maintenance (with proven results) 15 12.5 

Selection of plant material (native, local, innovative, edible and pollinator friendly plants) 10 8.5 

 

Public participation in community programs such as: urban agriculture, community gardens, 
"yard of the week", volunteer park maintenance, holiday illumination & decoration 

(promotion, or animation, etc.) 
20 18 

Recognition (by municipality and/or by volunteer groups) of volunteer efforts in all aspects of the 
Communities in Bloom Program including activities in all evaluated criteria 

20 16.5 

Landscape Total  

200.00 164.75 



 

 

Lands        pe 
 

 

 

Observations 

The gigantic Great Blue Heron (Aaron) 

and it's mate (Sharon) greet visitors 

while smaller versions adorn the street 

posts and further images add to the effect 

of this impressive town mascot. 

The moving of the Japanese Garden to Charles Yuill Park has created a nice welcome to the town 
on the East side of Highway 33. Acres of open space within the town limits, with parks, walking 
trails and green spaces are enjoyed by many. With the Paddle River and the Pembina River and 
the bordering Athabasca River; the terrain is diverse and beautiful. 

Maintenance plans for turf are in place for aeration, top-dressing 
and over seeding. Rotary Park in the town center is very nicely 
maintained. Everything is well maintained on Main Street and at 
the Gazebo with the Blue Heron. The downtown has a vibrant, ac-
tive look which must be the envy of many other Alberta towns. 
The Community Garden is exceptional, with donated land, donated 
metal and wood, student welding and construction, volunteer labor 
and donated produce. The 2017 improvements include rubber mat-
ting for wheelchair access and 6 raised garden beds for accessibil-
ity. In the County, the Rural Beautification Awards and Tour en-

courage beautiful landscapes. 
 

The Barrhead Golf Club has a professionally de-
signed 18-hole course that is well recognized in 
the world of golfers. The 9-hole Paddle River 
golf course is located right in town. 

Recommendations: 

We would encourage more use of grains and or-
namental grasses in your municipal landscapes. 
This would celebrate your agricultural basis and 
your blue Heron as well as providing nice move-
ment in your planters.  

More perennials in the landscape would reduce the cost of planting and maintaining annuals. 
Spring blooming bulbs add a burst of color to the early landscape. They are an excellent project 
for school children as the planting and blooming fit well within the school year.  

        ANDSCAPE 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 You said:  “     We would encourage more use of grains and ornamental grasses in your Municipal 
landscapes. This would celebrate your agricultural bases and your blue heron as well as providing 
nice movement in your planters.” 
 

We said: We provided a copy of the 2017 judges’ recommendations prior to any landscaping of the 
town. Discussions with our CIB partners De Herdt’s Greenhouse revealed that recommendations to 
use ornamental grasses in the past have resulted in complaints from motorists who found that the 
grasses impeded  a driver's vision. This was particularly so at the blue heron. Likewise grasses 
planted in other locations were a fire hazard. It seems that smokers used the planters to stub out 
their cigarettes and the dry grasses caught on fire. However, we are grateful that Mr.& Mrs. De 
Herdt  used some spiky plants to provide a more pleasing and safe landscaped area.  Their innova-
tive thinking has improved the visual appeal and safety of landscaped areas. 
 

You said:  “Perennials in the landscape would reduce the cost of planting and maintaining annu-
als.” 
 

We said:  We have not discussed the addition of perennials in the landscape but note that there are 
some bushes and shrubs around the gazebo and greenspace. 
 

You said: “Spring blooming bulbs add a burst of color to the early landscape They are an excellent 
project for school children as a planting and blooming fit well within the school year.” 
 

We said:  No action has been taken on planting spring bulbs by school children but perhaps this is 

something we can investigate with grade 1 teachers in the fall.   

        ANDSCAPE 



 

 
FLORAL DISPLAYS 
Floral displays evaluates efforts of the municipality, businesses, institutions and residents to design, plan, execute, and maintain floral 
displays of high quality standards. Evaluation includes the design and arrangements of flowers and plants (annuals, perennials, bulbs, 

ornamental grasses, edible plants, water efficient and pollinator friendly plants) in the context of originality, distribution, location, diver-
sity and balance, color, and harmony This pertains to flowerbeds, carpet bedding, containers, baskets and window boxes.  

  Max Actual 

 
Integration into overall landscape plan and distribution through community. Concept 
and desi n including sustainable design 

15 14 

Diversity of displays: flowerbeds, raised beds, planters, hanging baskets, window boxes, 
carpet bedding, mosaics 

20 19 

Diversity of plants: annuals, perennials, bulbs, grasses, woody plants, natural flora, polli-
nator friendly plants 

10 7 

Quality, maintenance to appropriate specifications and standards, best practices: watering, 
weeding ed ng, dead heading, etc. 

20 18 

Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs 10 9 

Business & Institutions    

Concept and design (including arrangement, diversity, color of display and plants) on 
grounds 

15 13 

Contribution to, and integration with, overall community floral program 10 8.5 

Quality of planting and maintenance: watering, weeding, edging, dead heading, etc. 10 8.5 

Residential 

Concept and design (including arrangement, diversity, color of display and plants) on resi-
dential properties 
Pollinator gardens and/or inclusion of pollinator plants in gardens 

20 17 

Quality of planting and maintenance with proven results. 15 13 

 
Public participation in community projects, volunteer initiatives, outreach programs in 
floral displays (including promotion, organization, etc.) 15 13 

Support — financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and 
institutions for community floral displays activities 

  
13 

Floral Displays Total   175.00 153.00 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Observations 

The red and white theme for Canada was rather hard to 
maintain but the patriotic plantings in Neerlandia at the 
Co-op were excellent. We did enjoy the punch of other 
colors in some areas. The town added more floral dis-
plays this year with Town Office planters, the RCMP 
station and even the Fire Hall. The purchase of flower-
pots by Main Street merchants adds significantly to the 
town's floral displays. Many business people are avid 
gardeners with plantings indoors and out. The Seniors' Lodges and Hospital have active gardeners 
with beautiful results. 
People, Plants and Pride are definitely growing together in Barrhead town and county as there are 
many skilled and dedicated gardeners. 
As mentioned earlier in this report, we felt that some of your 2016 marks were exceedingly high 
(95%). This meant that we were unable to reward you with higher marks even though you had in-
creased the diversity of your plantings. We hope that you understand. 
Recommendations: 

Both town and county residents showed us spectacular floral displays and landscapes (which we 
certainly enjoyed!) However, in future years you might want to visit fewer residential properties 
and limit some of the displays to just drive-bys. Unfortunately, Residential Landscape and Floral 
Display make up just 75 points out of 1000 on the 2017 Evaluation Form so we cannot adequate-
ly reward you for all the beauty that we saw. It is not easy but your marks will rise if the Commu-
nity Profile Book and the Evaluation Tour give proportionate time and space according to the four 

sectors of evaluation (municipal, business & institutions, residen-
tial and community involvement) and the six categories of Tidi-
ness, Environmental Action etc.  

We saw beautiful floral displays on our tour despite heavy rain-
falls and the somewhat restrictive color scheme of red and white. 
For next year, it is a good idea to have a feature flower or color but 
choose carefully! It must be a color or plant that is readily availa-
ble and appealing to a wide audience. 

For floral displays, encourage spring blooming bulbs and perenni-
als as they can work well together. Do not be afraid to include 
edibles in your floral displays. Kales, Swiss chard, herbs and even 
Rhubarb can be very attractive and interesting. 

loral Displays 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

You said: “Both Town and County residents showed  spectacular 
floral displays and landscapes. However in future years you might 
want to visit fewer residential properties and limit some of the dis-
plays to just drive bys. Unfortunately residential landscape and floral 
display makeup just 75 points out of 1000 on the 2017 evaluation 
form so we cannot adequately reward you for all the beauty that we saw. It is not easy,  but your 

marks will rise if the community profile book and the evaluation tour 
give proportionate time and space according to the four sectors of eval-
uation (Municipal business and institutions residential and Community 
involvement and the six categories of tidiness environmental action 
Etc.)” 
 

We said:   This information was very valuable to the committee and we 
will endeavor to follow your recommendations with regards to the 
community profile book and the tour. In particular we will look at the 
four sectors of evaluation (Municipal, business & institutions, residen-
tial and Community involvement. We believe the tour will reflect these 
four sectors and the six categories. 
 

You said:  “We saw beautiful floral displays on our tour despite heavy rainfalls and the somewhat 
restrictive color scheme of red and white for next year it is a good idea to have a feature flower or 
color but choose carefully. It must be a color or plant that is readily available and appealing to a 
wide audience.” 
 

We said:  This is a difficult task. We as a committee had so 
much to learn and incorporate as a result of attending the 
communities in bloom conference and sadly attention was 
not given to selecting a color or plant as part of a scene. A 
color theme was selected when CIB was in its infancy with-
out too much consultation and proved quite a difficult task,  
It is also difficult to know  ahead of time which plants 
would be the most successful when the greenhouses are or-
dering their stock. We will however look at this for a goal in 
the future and especially when Barrhead celebrates its cen-
tennial year in 2027.  

You said:  “For floral displays encourage spring blooming bulbs and perennials as they can work 
together. Do not be afraid to include edibles in your floral displays.  Kale,  Swiss chard,  herbs and 
even rhubarb can be very interesting and attractive.” 
   
We said:  We have not addressed this recommendation but note that many residences plant spring 
bulbs and use perennials effectively. It should be noted that  some members of The Main Street    
Merchants Association did grow tomatoes in amongst their planters last year.  Your recommenda 
 tion of including edibles is a good idea and we will share this with the Main Street Merchants 
 Association for next year. 

 

loral Displays 



 

 

 

Community Events 
 
Santa Parade/Light-up 
Festival of Trees 
Santa Skate 
Family First Night Celebrations 
Winter Walk Day 
Easter Skate 
Community Garden 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Community Fun Run/ Walk for ALs 
Antique Car Run 
Soap Box Derby/ Street Festival 
Canada Day Celebrations 
Summer Programs 
Julyfest 
Blue Heron Fair Days 
Show & Shine 
Fit for Motion 1/2 Marathon 
Make the Connection 
Cultural Days 
Pumpkin Walk 
 

PARTNERS: 



 

 

Apendix 



 

 

      
                 

  
 
Under the Communities In Bloom Umbrella in Barrhead, there is wide representa-
tion from Barrhead – Town, County, FCSS, Barrhead Public Library, Aspen Health, 
Bethel Church, Barrhead District Housing Association), Community Garden, 
and  3 Green houses. These partnerships are really starting to bloom! 
Barrhead CIB Committee decided to support the Barrhead area culture which has existed since pi-
oneer days – neighbors worked side by side to help build barns, complete their work, share/care in 
times of disaster. Barrhead residents are like busy bees buzzing around helping each other in all ar-
eas – Municipal, Business/Institutional, Community and Residential. Hence our Bee Friendly 
theme. 
Barrhead area residents do not favor competing against each other in yard competitions but they 
do support working together to help each other in a Communities In Bloom competition against 
other similar size communities. 
This year the CIB committee spent more time organizing and developing a plan. Some CIB initia-
tives previous years are still being completed – historical web-site; historical walk around town, 
etc. 
2018 Goals Remaining 

Historical Web-site – Summer students are adding info to the site and categorizing info so    
surfers can locate desired info Continue to seek out business community willing to fund the 
display of historical pictures at their venue  

Involve youth from school, 4H, Parent Link & youth groups in painting garbage cans to encour-
age residents to use 

2019 Goals 
Put Info re: CIB in newspaper & on web-sites 
Continue to seek out businesses willing to fund the display of his-

torical pictures of their venue 
Hand out Buzzing Garden info at beginning of year gardening con-

ferences in Barrhead area 
Encourage Greenhouses to broaden the range of products they 

sell for Barrhead area residents (maybe make a plan for fauna 
in existing town green areas) 

Develop a Natural Playground using the Historical Oak from Hill-
crest Senior's Centre 

The mayor of Barrhead has invited one of our CIB committee to sit on 
a committee of his choosing. His committee will be creating a strate-
gic plan to encourage folks working in Barrhead to live in Barrhead. 
We are honored that we have been invited to develop new partner-
ships to make Barrhead an even more attractive place to live!  

The busy bees of Barrhead will always be friendly! 

Bee Friendly 



 

 

 

 

April 21, 2018 
 

    
The Communities in Bloom committee is contacting as many business in our community as possible 
with an opportunity, where applicable.  
 
The Communities in Bloom program is about beautifying our Community. It does not end there. The 
program also encourages the community to acknowledge, record and display our history and pro-
mote conservation of water, wildlife and fauna. Coordination of these goals encourages communities 
to work together and expand community pride. 
 
During the judging process, over the last few years, it has been noted that we lose points in display-
ing our history. This can be done with murals and signs but one of the most noticed approach in other 
communities is the display of a historical plaque for our places of businesses and historical sites. 
 
To this end we are asking the business to contribute the funds of $100 to pay for plaques to 
be displayed on your place of business. As a committee we do not have the funds to pay for all of 
these plaques. These plaques would display the name of the Business as well as the date it opened 
and a historic picture of the site or building. The plaque should be displayed on the outside of the 
building to be seen by pedestrians.  
 
This would be a great benefit for reminding the people of the Communities of Barrhead of our history 
as well as benefitting tourism and encouraging tourist to take some time and shop in our Town. 
 
We thank you for your consideration on this matter.  
 
Please contacted Teresa Kristel at teresakristel@telus.net . 
 

 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Communities in Bloom Committee 

mailto:teresakristel@telus.net
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Lotholz 



 

 
Olympian Melissa Lotholz 

 

Bobsleigh at PyeongChang 2018 
 
 Barrhead as a region has rallied round Melissa Lotholz throughout her career which re-
cently paved the way for her attendance at the PyeongChang Winter Olympics in 2018. 
Throughout her travels the Barrhead community has come together to send her our support 
despite the distance. Signs, posters, and flags adorned the Town and through social media we 
were able to showcase our pride and support to her. 
 Once she arrived home we were pleased as a community to throw a public welcome 
home event on April 12 allowing all of her fans to shake her hand and congratulate her on her 
achievements. Melissa not only greeted every single person individually over the course of 
hours, but she graciously answered questions until her audience had run out of things to ask. 
Our MP Arnold Viersen along with our MP Glenn van Dijken both presented her with awards 
of recognition at this event as well. 
 Outside of this event both her supporting municipalities presented her with awards of 
their own. The Town of Barrhead presented Melissa with the first ever Blue Heron Award on 
June 12. The spirit of this award is to recognize those who, “through their activities and 
achievements, help develop the community and provide a social, cultural, or economic benefit 
to the Barrhead Region and beyond.” 
 Melissa was presented with a statuette to recognize her achievement in sport and in 
community recognition. 
Throughout Melissa’s exciting career she has repeatedly shone a spotlight on her home region 
of Barrhead, Alberta and always makes time for her community. We are proud and grateful to 
call Melissa Lotholz one of our own and will continue to support her as her future unfolds. 



 

 

 
TOWN OF BARRHEAD: Press Release  
5014 - 50 Avenue Box 4189 Barrhead, AB T7N 1A2 Phone: (780) 674-3301 Fax: (780) 674-5648 
town@barrhead.ca www.barrhead.ca  
 
 
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 11, 2018  
 

OLYMPIAN MELISSA LOTHOLZ COMES HOME  
 
Barrhead welcomes home regional Olympian at this heartwarming event  
Barrhead, Alberta: The Town of Barrhead jointly with Barrhead FCSS Youth welcomes home re-
gional Olympian Melissa Lotholz with a homecoming event scheduled for Thursday April 12, 
2018 from 3:45pm – 5:30pm at the Barrhead Agrena. This is an opportunity for the community 
to congratulate Ms. Lotholz in person and to showcase their overwhelming home-town support 
and pride.  
Arnold Viersen, MP for Peace River - Westlock will be recognizing Ms. Lotholz’s achievements at 
5:10pm with a few words and a presentation. Ms. Lotholz will then take the floor for a brief 
speech followed by an interactive Q & A session with the public. Ms. Lotholz is available for in-
terviews by any interested media outlets at the conclusion of the event.  
For additional details please contact:  
Contact Name Kat Hueggenberg, Communications Coordinator  
Email khueggenberg@barrhead.ca  



 

 

Melissa Lotholz Media Links 
Barrhead Leader 
Coverage of the Homecoming Event: https://www.barrheadleader.com/article/barrhead-welcomes- 
home-local-olympian-melissa-lotholz-20180417 
Coverage of her receiving the Blue Heron Award https://www.barrheadleader.com/article/olympian- 
melissa-lotholz-is-the-first-recipient-of-the-blue-heron-award-20180619 
Town of Barrhead Website 
The event: http://www.barrhead.ca/events/melissa-lotholz-homecoming-3141 
Team Spirit in the Town Office http://www.barrhead.ca/photo-gallery/go-melissa 
Facebook Posts 
https://www.facebook.com/TownBarrhead/posts/256527498420202 
https://www.facebook.com/TownBarrhead/posts/229330841139868 
https://www.facebook.com/TownBarrhead/posts/206571393415813 
https://www.facebook.com/TownBarrhead/posts/201700063902946 
Excellent CBC article including a video 
https://www.cbc.ca/sports/olympics/hometeam/bobsledder-melissa-lotholz-barrhead-alberta- 
1.4394810 
Melissa’s Athlete Page 
https://olympic.ca/team-canada/melissa-lotholz/ 



 

 

Information Re:    Barrhead Community   

Pertinent to Communities in Bloom 
The Barrhead community has a unique trial system that features a beautiful boardwalk and winds 
around the town. The trails are a combination of paved and gravel paths, many members of the 
community use the trails all year long. Historical markers have been strategically placed along the 
way. Some of the paths are converted into cross country skiing route during the winter and     
others like the paved track around Cecile Martin is cleared for winter walkers. This Year Public 
Works repaved some areas in the Trail system that need maintenance. 
 

Barrhead has many green spaces and 
parks, some are quite large like Cecile 
Martin. This park hosts a large soccer 
field, two playgrounds, a walking trail 
and during the winter months con-
tains a skating rink and large hill is 
used for sledding. During the spring 
and summer the Barrhead Minor Soc-
cer utilizes this park, and Beaver 
Brooke for its soccer programs. Last year the Parks team  installed a 
volleyball court in Cecile Martin Park near the hill. 
Our community is twinned with Japan and the Japanese Park was   
relocated to Yuill Park by the Parks crew in the fall of 2015. This park 

is located on the Eastside of highway 33 as you enter the Town.  
 

A Contribution Program was initiated in our community in 2014. This program is  
designed for amenities and tree/shrubs to be purchased as a memorial tribute towards a love 
one, to mark an occasion or a donation toward a green space. A memorial tree has been planted 
in Lion’s park and several new trees were planted to enhance the parks and green spaces.  
 

Thanks to a Barrhead farmer, Wes Schneider, who donated the land in 2013 for the Community 
Garden, the Community Garden continues to be a vibrant part of the Barrhead culture. Now in 
its 6th year, the Community Garden has grown from originally 43 plots to 82 rental plots. Of 
those 82 plots 5 are looked after by volunteers. Blue Heron agency, 4 Food Bank clients, and 3 
Blue Heron clients have their own plots. 56 businesses and agencies have sponsored the Com-
munity Garden since it opened. A sign at the entrance of the garden honors those whom spon-
sor and support the garden.  



 

 

 
Barrhead Machine and Welding Ltd. donated metal to the Barrhead 
Composite High in 2015. Students welded this metal into 3 gates with 
the symbol of Barrhead, (blue herons) on them. The construction clas-
ses at Barrhead Composite High built a gazebo for the Community Gar-
den.  Barrhead Multiplex Ltd. donated the materials for the Gazebo and 
flower projects to the BCHS students. BCHS students also created big 
wooden flowers to the garden. A grade 6 class painted then in 2015 and 
another class from this year as well.  This year they will be installed on 
the fence around the garden.  A bird feeder has been installed by the gazebo.  Classes visited the     
garden for a gardening educational field trip. 

 
In 2017 there were many improvements to the garden. One big and exciting addition is the 6 
raised bed gardens and the rubber matting trail that allows the residents with limited mobility to 
access the garden. This is allows the nursing home “Sheppard's Care” located beside the garden to 
enjoy this wonderful amenity.    
 
When the initial organizers first started meeting and planning the community garden the defini-
tion of community that they embraced was; a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of shar-
ing common attitudes, interests & goals. Before gardening in the Community Garden, renters 
must sign a gardening agreement – recognizing that they are part of a community garden, and 
that they must respect the rights of others, for example, protect the health & nutrition of vegeta-
tion by    using no harmful pesticides, and being careful about how tall their plants get so as not to 
shade their neighbors garden, etc. Much of the Barrhead community has contributed to the com-
munity garden by donation or volunteer work. Within the community garden, there is a strong 
feeling of fellowship, contributing to a sense of belonging–good for the mental and physical health 
of all! The Community Garden is a place where people look after the garden and each other! 

 

Last year the CIB committee created a Facebook page Barrhead Town & County -History Heritage.  
Welcome to our project which is aimed at sharing, discussing and growing the history& heritage 
of Barrhead, Alberta. “The mission is to build a place for anyone interested in the past, present 
and future of Barrhead. Where community 
members can help piece together and grow 
our shared history. If you have any sugges-
tions on how to improve the page or this 
mission feel free to message us or email bar-
rheadheritage@gmail.com” 

The website already has 600 pictures up-
loaded and the Barrhead Leader will be  
digitalizing their first edition from 1927 to 
be placed on the site. 



 

 

Local business Mainstreet PC & Print have old photos that they have re-mastered and the idea is 
to have signs made with the historical pictures on them. Then to place signs down town as a com-
parison to how main street looked before. 5 businesses have donated money to display historical 
signs in their venues this year. Every year it is the committee’s hope that 5 more businesses will 
join the project until there are enough businesses on board to initiate a historical walk through 
Barrhead for visitors and residents. 

The Barrhead Public Library and the Volunteer Appreciation Committee have been a valuable part-
ners in this project.  

On April 5, 2016 the turning of the sod for the Barrhead 
Regional Aquatic Center ceremony occurred. In attendance 
were the Mayor, Reeve, Council members of the Town and 
County, staff of the Town and County, members from the 
Agrena Society, Clark Builder's and BR2 Architect. It was a 
great day that the region is moving forward.  
In the local Health Care Centre a Cancer Care Addition was 
completed in the 
Spring of 2017. 
Now cancer pa-
tients and their 

families have a place to stay while they are getting treated. 
Another renovation to the hospital this year is the revamp 
of the courtyard that runs through the inside. Many depart-
ments have adopted a section of this green space and now 
maintain and care for the upkeep of the plants. Now pa-
tients can enjoy the outdoors while they are in the hospital. 

The County of Barrhead organized a Rural Beautification Award which acknowledges those in the 
County of Barrhead that have made special effort to beautify the county and show pride in their 
properties. The County then hosts a Tour which allows people to see these properties, as well en-
joy the speakers on a subject related to the theme or project they picked that year. Then then 
have a appreciation supper in January to give out the awards. They have it later in the year so that 
the county residents can partake in the supper without farm duties like harvest being a priority. 
 
Barrhead is responsible for curb side garbage as well the operation on the Regional Landfill. A 

green/brown compost site is located by the Emergency Response Site; materials are collected 

and then later hauled out to the landfill to help with the breakdown of materials. Both the 

Town and the Regional Landfill offers Recycling Depots for paper, cardboard, aluminum, and 

plastic. 

 



 

 

In 2015 the Meadowview 4H put on a E-Waste Disposal recycling fair to collect old/unwanted electronics 
in late spring. The Regional Landfill had an extra collection date in June for chemicals, paint cans and 
electronics could be dropped off beside the Emergency Response station. This year the roundup date 
was Saturday June 10th, 2017. The drop off is located on the east side of the Emergency Response Sta-
tion. These items are also accepted at the Landfill throughout the year, with additional items like used 
clean oil (no contaminates) can be brought to the Landfill on Thursdays from Il:ooam4:30pm and rubber 
tires can be recycled there as well. The town also has an annual large item curb side pickup of household 
materials, furniture, old lawn mowers, refrigerator & freezers with lids/doors off and Freon Removed on 
May 29th 2017. 

Items can be placed on the curb or in back alley. Tree branch trimming are also accepted during this time
-size restrictions are 4ft lengths and must be tied in bundles. 

During the holiday season, Christmas tree pick up is available and 

is advertised in the local paper and town news letter. These trees 

are then recycled and cut down into wood chips to be used for 

compost materials.  This year a tree recycle program was initiat-

ed. Any trees that residents in the community are cutting down 

could be used for another program. A community tree was set up 

in the down town park core and the public was encouraged to 

decorate the tree for the Christmas holidays. 

Many members in the community both residential and business have done what they can to be more 
environmentally friendly. This includes using water barrels and compost bins in many residential homes 
as well using more efficient lights, and recycling programs. The Town office has several recycle bins for 
paper in the main copier room and has a timed light system in the back storage room. 
 
In the Agrena the dressing rooms have LED lights which are activated though motion sensors, while 
above the ice surface the old 400 watt lights were all replaced with LED fixtures which are all turned on 
during practices and games. Otherwise they are partial turned on is on ice and not turned on at all dur-
ing off season unless an event is booked. Lights in the offices, storage rooms and bathrooms have been 
changed out to LED lights. In dressing rooms, lights are only turned on when being used and in the show-
er are the lights are managed by motion sensors. The janitor rooms in this facility are also use motion 
senor. In addition to this the ice plant is runs on geothermal heating, which uses geothermal to heat and 
cool the ice surface. Tinted windows were installed this year, to reduce heating and cooling in the office 
areas. 
The town installed solar lights in Cecile Martin Park along the walking trail in 2013 and 4 at the tennis 
courts in fall of 2014. These lights run on solar power and come on in the evening for a 2-4 hour period 
dependent on what they are set for. In this park during the winter 
months there is a community ice rink that is maintained by the 
Parks crew. These lights are pro grammed to come on from 4-
11pm during the darker  months of winter and don't run during 
the spring, summer and fall. 

 



 

 

The Playground in Splash Park had a rubberized Recycle tire com-
pound put in the spring of 2015 in replacement of the sand this was 
done through Recycle Tire Alberta Recycling. 
In the agrena complex all lights have been changed out to LED from 
metal halide, florescent tubes and incandescent lighting to show 
leadership on natural resources by saving on electricity. In addition 
to the lighting retrofit, all plumbing fixtures in the complex have 
been changed out to auto faucets, auto flushers in a bid to further 

reduce fresh water consumption. 

Last spring the Town installed recycle containers in the downtown core to the garbage cans, which 
assist in bottles, cans and other recyclable items not going to the land fill. 
Our Barrhead Regional Aquatics Centre is now open to the public. It has many energy efficient 
items built in. Auto flushers to low flow showers and automatic hand dryers are some of the items 

the public will see. In the back room various pool filters are state of 
the art to keep our water safe and clean for the customers. Most me-
chanical items are done via computer and are automatically adjusted 
to meet the desired effect for comfort while visiting the Aquatic Cen-
tre. Last summer we be installed solar panels on the roof of the 
Aquatic Centre to assist in the reduction of electricity required to op-
erate the Aquatic Centre envelope. 
H2C is a partnership between three counties. The County of Barrhead 
is the governing body, with the County of Athabasca and Westlock 
County making up the partnership. 
 
Vision: 

Highway Two Conservation envisions a rural landscape that features 

agriculturally sustainable production as the standard, healthy waterways as a necessity and a 

strong sense of sustainability between all rural communities. 

Values: 

We at Highway Two Conservation have a responsibility to the partnership communi-
ties to deliver timely information on a wide range of issues in a friendly, enjoyable 
manner. We have the highest standards of honesty, integrity and accountability to 
the residents of the municipalities we represent. Through innovation and persis-
tence, we bring solutions to area residents with a strong belief in life-long learning 
and an optimistic attitude. We believe teamwork makes tasks more enjoyable and 
increases the likelihood of success. Environmental stewardship with a sense of practi-
cality is our goal . The County of Barrhead has a different approach to Conservation. 

Conservation is complicated and has many aspects that work in conjunction with each other. The 
goal for the County of Barrhead was to develop programs and complete projects that benefit the 

environment and demonstrate that it is economically feasible for our landowners. To do so, 
they realized that all aspects of soil, water, and wildlife had to be considered. 

 



 

 

Garden view Project 
This is a 100-acre upland project, which we help maintain with the help of the Alberta Conserva-
tion Association. It is adjacent to one of the highest waterfowl producing lakes in the Province. 

Jansen Project 
This is a 20-acre upland area that we help maintain in cooperation with Ducks Unlimited. 
 
Integrated Pest Management 
As a County we have tried alternative methods of weed and insect control through biological 

and cultural means and have encouraged others to do the same. Where we have no alternative 

on Public Right's of Way, we switched a number of years ago to the most environmentally sound 

products possible and only on a need to control bases, no blanket control. 

The County of Barrhead views Conservation as a need rather than a wish. Many of the programs 

have had an influence on the ratepayers and this can be seen in the numbers that attend our 

functions and field days but more importantly in those that are making changes as they can 

afford them. I am proud of the County of Barrhead and its' willingness to act to make a differ-

ence. 

The Shelterbelt Program in the County of Barrhead encourages ratepayers to order trees right 
up to planting. It was felt that any tree planted in the right place was a benefit. We were careful 
to order trees that would not compete with private industry and would supply some low-grade 
berry trees for wildlife. We also provide labor and equipment at a subsidized cost, as most of 
our landowners are in the fields at the time of tree planting. To date we have distributed about 
93,000 trees. We have also facilitated the distribution of an additional 15,000 trees with the 
help of Green Streets Canada. 

The County has a policy in place that does not allow the clearing of trees on undeveloped road 
allowances: County of Barrhead Riparian. This new policy had just been passed last year, allow-
ing the payment to landowners' of $1/acre for 5 years or a 10 year contract to take cropland out 
of production and bring back the natural state. Maximum amount per ratepayer $2500. This tar-
gets areas around rivers and lakes to create catch areas for chemicals, pesticides and eroded 
soils. The intent is to improve water quality. 
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Have a Great Stay In  

The Community of Barrhead 


