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In the Edmonton area there are few prairie remnants and none inside the city.  However outside of the 
big cities there are hidden gems everywhere waiting to be discovered and protected.  
 
This article covers what municipalities can do that doesn’t cost a lot of money, by working with local 
nature clubs, plant groups, birders, mushroom people, naturalists, riparian experts, youth groups, 
churches etc.   
 
For example, increasing the supply of native plants by working with local native plant groups and 
gardeners on such things plant rescues and encouraging local experts to help gardeners grow out 
native plants.   And tapping into the pool of talent at local nature clubs, plant groups, birders, youth 
groups etc is very beneficial.   What municipalities are currently doing usually started with citizens at a 
grass roots level asking for change, often just one citizen. 
 
Eco-systems – Preservation and Management 

• For native woodlots and forests with poplar trees. Get free trees by not mowing at the tree line. 
Trees will move out into the un-mown area. Native shrubs and plants will return. 

• Goats can be trained to eat specific weeds. 
• Stewards are useful, sometimes essential. Recruit local stewards such as those who live next 

to natural areas or walk in them often. You will find they are already unofficial stewards. 
• Tap into the talent at local nature clubs, plant groups, birders, youth groups etc. 

 
Eco Parks – How to Naturalize a Park 

• Save money by mowing less. Try covering the ground around groups of trees with a thick layer 
of wood chips. This transforms trees in lawn to a mini-woodland. 

• Mowing less will also help trees in a drought by saving water from evaporating. Native plant 
groups can add ground cover native plants. 

• Save money with a Partners In Parks program like the one in Edmonton. 
• Plant fruit bushes like Saskatoons. All children like to pick berries. Start a food forest by 

consulting with local Permaculture person. 

https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/landscaping_gardening/partner-in-parks.aspx
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• Add beds of native flowers - our website www.edmontonnativeplantgroup.org has ideas, 
especially in the articles in the archive section of our newsletter “The Wildflower News.”  Our 
newsletter is free and arrives via email once a month. Sign up through our website. 

• More biodiversity makes for a more interesting place to be. Involve birders too. 
• For maintenance involve dog walkers (litter pickup, eyes on the ground for problems in the 

park), scouts, girl guides etc. and naturalists, native plant people and garden clubs for the 
flowerbeds. 

• Start a community garden with picnic benches, if local residents need one, and it will be a 
popular park. 

 
How to Naturalize a Turf Area 

• Saves money through less mowing. 
• Choose regular turf because smooth brome grass and quack grass will choke out native plants 

and small trees and bushes that are planted. 
• Choose a clean area that has no noxious weeds. 
• Involve the community to plant trees, shrubs, and native flowers. Surround the plants with a 

wood chip mulch to discourage the grass and save moisture. 
 
Changing a Turf Area to Native Grass 

• Not recommended - the native grass will be invaded by smooth brome or quack grass unless 
the area is very sandy and/or dry. 

• It takes about 10 to 20 years for the grass roots to be thick enough that invasive grasses can’t 
get a foothold. 

 
Protection of Sensitive Habitats - Preservation and Management 

• The protection that has happened in Edmonton and area has usually been in response to a 
single person working until they got official protection status for a plot of land. 

• Sometimes it only takes one phone call from a resident but local officials must be prepared to 
act. 

 
Protection Once the Land is Preserved 

• This is what the Town of Fort Saskatchewan did for Fort Saskatchewan Prairie once it was 
protected land. Boulders blocking the entrance of ATV trails. Notice board at entrance with 
brochures of the wildflowers. 

• Commemorative plaque at entrance. Fence. Steward to check for problems and report them. 
Lots of articles in the local paper. Official visit by the mayor.  Grand opening.  City budget for 
weed control by local native plant group. 

 
 
 

http://www.edmontonnativeplantgroup.org/
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Protection of Species at Risk  

• Involve the local birders to help Scouts, Girl Guides, schools etc. to build and maintain 
birdhouses. If each house had a number or the maker’s name the kids could monitor their 
birdhouses too. 

• Same idea for frog habitat, firefly habitat, etc. Involve local nature club or local naturalists. 
• Some species at risk might be common, but still at risk. For example ducks, trying to nest on a 

storm water management pond in a subdivision, but harassed by dogs. 
• Solution - floating rafts if there are no islands and a ban on off leash dogs.  
• Important to involve dog owners and maybe give them a barren pond for the dogs to swim in. 

Residents must have walk in access if possible. Important to include residents. 
• Recruit local stewards such as people who live next to the natural areas or walk in them often. 

You will find they are already unofficial stewards. 
 
Support for At-Risk Pollinators 

• Bee and butterfly gardens. Work with local gardeners and garden clubs who would be willing to 
grow out plants and help schools, churches, businesses etc, to put in pollinator beds. 

• Everyone wants to save a bee.  The gardens will need bee houses and a “no pesticides" policy 
too. The bee houses are for native bees, not honeybees. 

• Fun kid activities are always a good way of involving parents. An idea for kids and adults is a 
garden sign painting workshop. 

• Every bee and butterfly bed needs a sign saying, for example, “Bees and Butterflies live here” 
• Natural gardens designed to support bee, butterflies and birds can look untidy. A sign fixes this 

by telling people that it is a natural habitat and not a neglected area. 
• A mown grass border strip, or a border of wood chip mulch will also tell local residents that the 

garden is planned and looked after. 
• This system works well in private gardens too. 
• Native perennial plants have a huge future because they are tough and adapted to local 

conditions. They can handle droughts, floods, poor soil and extreme weather events. 
 
Grasslands 

• Encourage municipalities to preserve remnant prairies and to contact local groups to manage 
them.  

• Management is the hardest part. Prairies need to be grazed or burnt, or the plants will be 
choked by dead accumulated top growth. 

• Non-native weeds may need to be managed.  Goats can be trained to eat certain weeds. 
 
Wetlands 

• Contact local riparian experts or organizations such as Ducks Unlimited, AWES (Agroforestry 
& Woodlot Extension Society) or Cows and Fish.  

• There are probably more organizations. Permaculture people are very good at managing 
wetlands, rivers, creeks and sloughs. 
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• Natural storm water management ponds are great but need to be explained to residents who 
are expecting the usual expanse of mown lawn and a fountain. 

• Rain gardens are very important in flood control, and can look beautiful too.  
 
Urban Agriculture/Farming 

• I have a lot of admiration for the permaculture community. They have some very interesting 
ideas - they prefer to let nature do the work for them. 

• For example they plant nitrogen-fixing perennial flowers such as lupin or golden bean around 
their fruit trees to fertilize the tree and attract pollinators.  

• They have excellent techniques for erosion problems and flood control as well. 
 
Wildlife 

• Again, local stewards, local nature club, scouts and guides. 
• Sometimes it is wildlife that is not wanted such as mosquitos, Canada geese.  
• Solutions for mosquitos - get rid of breeding areas in people’s yards - old tires etc.  
• Add more habitat for dragonflies such as natural storm water management ponds in 

subdivisions. 
• Edmonton’s dragonfly population has soared after city council started promoting natural storm 

water management ponds. 
• Solutions for Canada Geese - change the habitat from open areas of mown grass, which they 

love, to a habitat that discourages them - tall grass and bushes around the waters edge that 
might hide predators. 

 
Natural Heritage Promotion   

• Residents need to be consulted on new programs or projects that might affect them and they 
like to be heard. Sometimes they have great ideas! In fact without communications, information 
and support programs in place, a new project has less chance of succeeding. This is already 
included in the Natural Heritage Public Participation heading but some people in 
government are reluctant to involve the general public. 

• Examples of support programs in Edmonton - Partners in Parks - an individual or group can 
adopt a flowerbed or part of a natural area. They agree to pick up litter and take out noxious 
weeds. They can plant native flower and shrubs. There is a no pesticides policy. 

• Edmonton has started a new program to encourage natural yards - less lawn and more 
biodiversity.  

• There are programs, mostly in the USA, that certify a yard as wildlife friendly, but they could be 
adapted locally. One well-know example is The National Wildlife Federation’s Back Yard 
Wildlife Habitat program. 

• There is a huge pool of untapped talent - experts in every field who might be willing to 
volunteer their knowledge or share their experience.  

 
 

https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/landscaping_gardening/partner-in-parks.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/gardens_lawns_trees/natural-private-property.aspx
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife
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Cultural Heritage 

• There is a great plant cultural heritage. 
• There are heirloom seeds handed down through the generations, or apples or cherry trees 

brought from other countries years ago like the famous Evans Cherry. 
• Old-fashioned tough and hardy perennial flowers are great for bees. 
• Seed libraries and perennial plant exchanges are both great ways to share plant cultural 

heritage. 
 
What the Edmonton Native Plant Society Can do for Other Communities 

• Edmonton Native Plant Society has a large seed bank of Parkland native prairie flowers and 
grasses and we donate seeds to groups and individuals in various local communities. 

• For communities in different habitats, e.g., south of Red Deer, we have information in the 
archive section of our newsletter The Wildflower News, on collecting local native seeds and 
how to clean and store them and grow them out. 

The Edmonton Native Plan Society Facebook page community will help people identify local plants 
and give information on everything relating to native plants. The address is Edmonton Native Plant 
group fans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://edmontonnativeplantgroup.org/
http://cloud2.snappages.com/be296ab53ae397c57bac9e522bed2bb32a5a17f8/Wildflower%20News%20-%20July%202018.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/408066590219/about/
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