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Liz Deleeuw (MLArch.) Has worked in the landscape industry for over 30 years. For several 
years now Liz has volunteered with the Edmonton Native Plant Society. She has recently 
started growing native plants, which the Society makes available for sale to the general public 
and to those including native plants in various projects. 
 

What is the definition of heritage as it relates to the landscape? Heritage is defined as 
property that is or may be inherited. Unspoiled countryside is considered to be heritage 
landscape. Valued objects, valued qualities, historical buildings, and valued cultural traditions 
are also listed in the definition of heritage.  
If we take the definition broadly we can say that each of us has a personal heritage landscape 
tied to the cultural traditions we were raised with. My heritage landscape was the large 
vegetable gardens in our back yard that we planted, tended, harvested, and preserved to add 
to our dinner table offerings all winter long. On weekends I would travel with neighbours to 
their hobby farm and play in the windrows and ditches. I remember a diverse landscape in 
these spaces lining the cultivated fields. 
Heritage landscapes then, can be any landscape that we value. Landscapes associated with 
historical buildings, plants that the early settlers brought to Canada, the many styles of 
landscape that we now have in Canada can all in some way be considered heritage 
landscape.  
If we take the definition more literally though we can say that Alberta’s heritage landscapes 
are the increasingly rare undisturbed native remnants left in and around our communities. 
Native plants are those that existed here before European settlement.  Indigenous peoples 
used native plants for food, medicine, and for making the everyday materials they needed. 
These landscapes are the heritage landscapes of the indigenous peoples. 
I believe that native landscapes are also the heritage landscape of every Canadian and 
should be valued much more than they are presently.  Without the pollinators that these 
landscapes support our vegetables would not be pollinated. Aesthetically native landscapes 
are wonderful to visit because of the vast biodiversity they possess. If native landscapes are 
disturbed they are next to impossible to replicate. Non-native species move in and native 
plants have a difficult time continuing to thrive.  
Native plants in all areas of the world are the source of all of the varieties and cultivars that 
we find at our garden centers today. The movement to preserve heritage seeds of vegetables 
and other species is important in keeping genetic diversity intact. 
What can we do to protect and maintain our local heritage native landscapes and 
native plant species? 
1) Recognize when a native landscape is unique and significant, and needs protecting. 

In the Edmonton area often one person or a small group has succeeded in getting local 
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governments to protect an area. Examples are Fort Saskatchewan Prairie, Nisku Prairie, 
and the Gibbons Badlands remnant found along the river there. Often fences or barriers 
are needed to prevent ATV and other vehicles from accessing the sensitive areas. When 
the land is privately or corporately owned making the owner(s) aware of the significance of 
the site is a first step. Often the owner of the land will cooperate and see the value in their 
landscape as well.  

2) Approach the Provincial Government.  Legislation in Alberta is weak in protecting 
unique native landscapes. Ecological assessments have listed native prairie remnants as 
“pasture” with no reference to the intact unique community of plants that make up the 
pasture. The transplanting of a few of the rarer species before construction begins is often 
the only recognition of the value of the landscape. 

3) Maintain the site -- protected or not.  For example, native prairies depended on the 
grazing bison and fire for renewal. Maintenance is needed to replicate these actions. 
Stewards are needed to control annual and perennial weeds, work on restoring disturbed 
areas, and to keep tabs on the general condition of the site. They can also work with local 
landowners to allow grazing. Often local interested people work together to steward the 
property on a volunteer basis.  

4) Rescue Native plants from the site before the construction begins.  Sadly sometimes 
the battle to protect the native remnant is lost. The rescued plants can be used in 
restoration of other native remnants or in community or residential gardens. 

5) Use native plants to form new heritage landscapes, both rural and urban. Some rural 
landowners have reintroduced native wildflowers into their hedgerows and some have 
planted natives grasses and wildflowers in large areas on their properties. Similarly there 
is an urban interest in planting “natural landscapes” as an alternative to lawns. 

6) Engage local organizations. Some local natural areas are run more formally by boards 
who coordinate interpretation, educational opportunities, and maintenance of the site. 
More generally the Edmonton Native Plant Society promotes and educates the general 
public. The Society collects seed from the wild and also from garden sources that are 
known to be from local native plant provenance. They keep a nursery plot where the 
species can be planted in greater numbers to provide a seed source for native plant 
populations that have been lost to development. The seeds are then sold. Also native 
plants are grown out and sold. All of these activities are carried out by our volunteer 
members. In this way native plants are reintroduced back into our cultural landscapes. 

Whatever the means of protection or preservation, native plants are a valuable cultural asset 
to everyone. Enjoy forming your own heritage landscape and enjoying natural spaces. 
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