
 
Honorable Bob Abbey 
Director of Bureau of Land Management 
BLM Washington Office 
1849 C Street NW, Rm. 5665 
Washington DC 20240 
 
Dear Director Abbey: 

At 22 million acres, the National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska (Reserve) is our nation’s largest single unit of 
public land. The Reserve harbors rich, vital wild lands and rivers and wildlife such as the Teshekpuk caribou 
herd, millions of migratory birds, grizzly bears, threatened polar bears, walrus, wolves,  beluga whales, and 
more. We feel strongly that there must be a balanced plan for the Reserve that protects special areas, while 
allowing for responsible oil and gas development in some areas. 

The areas with the highest conservation value in the Reserve must be kept off-limits to oil and gas leasing and 
development. These include Teshekpuk Lake, Upper Colville River, Utukok River Uplands, Kasegaluk 
Lagoon, Dease Inlet, Meade River, Peard Bay, DeLong Mountains, and Arctic Foothills. These areas are of 
unparalleled subsistence, recreational, fish and wildlife, and historic value, and we would like ensure that they 
continue to be protected for future generations. For this reason, we strongly urge you to adopt at least the 
measures in Alternative B as a strong step toward the most responsible and balanced management plan for 
the Reserve – that will safeguard key habitat areas that are vital to healthy wildlife populations in America’s 
Arctic. 

The protections under Alternative B are essential to balanced management of the Reserve, and protection of 
the following special areas with incredible wild lands, wildlife and waters: Teshekpuk Lake and Dease Inlet to 
protect the core calving and post-calving grounds and insect relief habitat of the Teshekpuk caribou herd,  
and a globally-significant Important Bird Area with shorebirds, waterfowl and seabirds;  Peard Bay and 
surrounding wetlands to protect a concentration area for multiple marine mammal species and concentrated 
nesting area for waterbirds; the expanded Utukok River Uplands Special Area which includes the DeLong 
Mountains  and Upper Colville River area to protect the core calving grounds, insect relief and migration 
routes of the Western Arctic caribou herd and habitat for various predators including grizzly bear, wolves and 
wolverine; the Colville River to protect exceptional densities of cliff-nesting raptors; and Kasegaluk Lagoon 
to protect a unique coastal area vital to polar bear, walrus, ice seals, and beluga whales as well as an area 
designated as a globally-significant Important Bird Area. 

Once again, we would like to express our gratitude toward the Bureau of Land Management for its effort to 
finding a balance between safeguarding ecological values in key landscapes and providing additional leasing 
opportunities in other parts in the Reserve. 

Sincerely, 

5H Consulting 
Lauren Hierl 
Owner 
Essex Junction, VT 
 
 

Ahahui Malama I Ka Lokahi 
Charles K. Burrow 
Co-President 
Honolulu, HI 
 
 



Alabama A&M University Environmental Club 
Nara McCray 
President 
Huntsville, AL 
 
All About Adventure 
Ron Yarnell 
Owner 
Fairbanks, AK 
 
Alliance for Sustainability 
Sean Gosiewski 
Program Director 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
American Hiking Society 
Gregory A. Miller Ph.D. 
President 
Silver Spring, MD 
 
Appalachian Citizens' Law Center 
Mary Cromer 
Staff Attorney 
Whitesburg, KY 
 
Arctic Audubon Society 
Gail Mayo 
President 
Fairbanks, AK 
 
Arctic Treks 
Jim Campbell 
Owner 
Fairbanks, AK 
 
Arctic Voices 
Harvard Ayers 
Chairman 
Boone, NC 
 
Arctic Wild 
Michael Wald 
Co-owner 
Fairbanks, AK 
 

Arkansas Renewable Energy Association 
Frank Kelly 
Chairman 
Little Rock, AR 
 
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
Jim Egge 
President 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Audubon Dakota 
Marshall Johnson 
Executive Director 
Fargo, ND 
 
Audubon Minnesota 
Mark R. Peterson, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Bata Construction LLC 
Chris Bata 
Owner 
Lakewood, OH 
 
Blue Lake Studio LLC 
Richard Hamilton Smith 
Owner 
Park Rapids, MN 
 
Camels Hump Rain Barrels 
Monica Scherer 
Owner 
West Chester, PA 
 
Central MN Audubon Society 
John Peck 
President 
St. Cloud, MN 
 
Cetacean Society International 
William W. Rossiter 
President 
Georgetown, CT 
 



Charles Rupley and Associates 
Charles Rupley 
Owner 
Mishawaka, IN 
 
Climate Crisis Coalition of the Twin Cities 
Christine Frank 
Coordinator 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Colin Tyler Photography 
Colin Tyler Bogucki 
Owner 
Chugiak, AK 
 
Conservation Alliance 
John Sterling 
Executive Director 
Bend, OR 
 
Deep South Region - NGC 
Marion Hilliard 
Legislation Chair 
Orange Park, FL 
 
Defenders of Wildlife 
Karla Dutton 
Alaska Program Director 
Anchorage, AK 
 
Delaware Ecumenical Council on Children and 
Families 
Rev. Robert P. Hall , OSL 
Executive Director 
Wilmington, DE 
 
Design Chocolate 
Robin Swennes 
Owner 
Kennebunk, ME 
 
designKiln, llc 
Andrea Matz 
Owner 
Grand Junction, CO 

Eastern Mountain Sports 
Will Manzer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Peterborough, NH 
 
EcoMagic 
Robin Bayer 
President 
Palo Alto, CA 
 
Egan & Associates LLC 
David Egan 
Owner 
Fall City, WA 
 
Environment Council of Rhode Island 
Tricia K. Jedele 
President 
Providence, RI 
 
Environment Maine 
Emily Figdor 
Director 
Portland, ME 
 
Environment Massachusetts 
Ben Wright 
Advocate 
Boston, MA 
 
Environment Texas 
Luke Metzger 
Director of Public Relations 
Austin, TX 
 
Evansville Audubon Society 
Sue Vernier 
Conservation Chair 
Evansville, IN 
 
Foothills Audubon Club 
Ron Harden 
Conservation Chair 
Loveland, CO 
 



Forest Ecology Network 
Jonathan Carter 
Director 
Lexington Township, ME 
 
Global Action 
Flo Sandok 
Executive Director 
Rochester, MN 
 
Golden Eagle Audubon Society 
Pam Conley 
President 
Boise, ID 
 
Granite Gear 
Dan Cruikshank 
COO 
Two Harbors, MN 
 
Great South Bay Audubon Society 
Judy Davis 
President 
Sayville, NY 
 
Green Alliance 
Sarah Brown 
Owner and Director 
Portsmouth, NH 
 
Here Comes The Sun, LLC 
Jerry A. Belair 
President and C.O.O. 
Newton, MA 
 
Indian Point Guide Service 
Brent Richardson 
Master Registered Maine Guide/Owner 
Bar Harbor, ME 
 
Iowa Audubon 
Douglas C. Harr 
President 
Ogden, IA 
 

Iowa Wildlife Federation 
Joe Wilkinson 
President 
Solon, IA 
 
Izaak Walton League of America, Michigan 
Division 
John Sturgis 
President 
MI 
 
Izaak Walton League of America, Minnesota 
Division 
Larry Dolphin 
President 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Jack Frost Associates 
Jack Frost 
Owner 
Calabasas, CA 
 
Kentucky Interfaith Power & Light 
Tim Darst 
Executive Director 
Louisville, KY 
 
Kids for Saving the Earth 
Tessa Hill 
Director 
Northbranch, MN 
 
Lamey-Wellehan 
James Wellehan 
Owner 
Auburn, ME 
 
Madison Audubon Society 
Karen Etter Hale 
Executive Director 
Madison, WI 
 
 
 
 



Maine Council of Churches 
The Reverend Jill Saxby 
Executive Director 
Portland, ME 
 
Mankato Area Environmentalists 
Leigh Pomeroy 
President 
Mankato, MN 
 
Maricopa Audubon Society 
Mark Larson 
President 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Michigan Environmental Council 
Chris Kolb 
President 
Lansing, MI 
 
Migrations 
Carol Halberstadt 
Owner 
Newton, MA 
 
Minnesota RIver Valley Audubon Chapter 
Matthew Schaut 
President 
Bloomington, MN 
 
Montana Environmental Information Center 
Derf Johnson 
Program Associate 
Helena, MT 
 
Natural Resources Council of Maine 
Lisa Pohlmann 
Executive Director 
Augusta, ME 
 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Charles M. Clusen 
Director of Alaska Project 
Washington, DC 
 

Nature Abounds 
Melinda Hughes-Wert 
President 
Clearfield, PA 
 
NEMO Equipment Inc. 
Kate Ketschek 
Director of Public Relations 
Dover, NH 
 
Nevada Wilderness Project 
Jeanene Harter 
Executive Director 
Reno, NV 
 
New Community Project 
David Radcliff 
Director 
Elgin, IL 
 
Ninth Annual Symposium on Energy in the 21st 
Century 
Rhea Jezer, PhD 
Chairman 
Syracuse, NY 
 
North Fork Audubon Society 
Donna Van Buren 
President 
Mattituck, NY 
 
Northern Alaska Environmental Center 
Karen Max Kelly 
Executive Director 
Fairbanks, AK 
 
Outdoor Pro Shop, Inc. 
Ken Ellie 
President 
Cotati, CA 
 
Penobscot Solar Design 
Daryl DeJoy 
Owner/NABCEP Certified PV installer 
Penobscot, ME 



 
Ranier Audubon Society 
Dan Streifeert 
Conservation Chair 
Auburn, WA 
 
Regional Ecologic Economic Forecasting Group 
Michael Wagner 
Owner 
Carbondale, IL 
 
River Runners for Wilderness 
Jo Johnson 
Co-Director 
Boulder, CO 
 
Round Ideas Institute 
David Torney 
President 
Jemez Springs, NM 
 
SD Chapter of the Wildlife Society 
Travis Runia 
President 
Huron, SD 
 
SD Wildlife Federation 
Chris Hesla 
Executive Director 
Pierre, SD 
 
Serpentine Art and Nature Commons 
George Bramwell 
President 
Staten Island, NY 
 
Sitka's Secrets Charters 
Beverly Min 
Owner 
Sitka, AK 
 
South Carolina Wildlife Federation 
Ben Gregg 
Executive Director 
Johns Island, SC 

 
St. Paul Audubon Chapter 
Louis Asher 
President 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Tahoma Audubon Society 
Krystal Kyer 
Executive Director 
University City, WA 
 
Tennessee Audubon Council 
John Doyal 
Executive Director 
Chattanooga, TN 
 
The Green Team 
Sally Vogel 
Co-chair 
Lacey, WA 
 
The Interfaith Council for the Protection of 
Animals & Nature 
Lewis Regenstein 
President 
Atlanta, GA 
 
The Open Boat 
Richard Kahn 
Filmmaker & Photographer 
Wilton, NH 
 
Three-legged Frog Environment Club at 
Minneapolis Community and Technical College 
Cathy Geist 
Faculty Liaison 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Treasure Mountain Inn 
Andy Beerman 
Owner 
Park City, UT 
 
 
 



Virginia Wilderness Committee 
Laura Neale 
President 
Fairfield, VA 
 
vis-a-vis design 
Pamela Webster-Walsh 
Owner 
Duxbury, MA 
 
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 
Cynthia Ellis 
President 
Charleston, WV 
 
Western Nebraska Resources Council 
Buffalo Bruce 
Staff 
Chadron, NE 
 
Wildlife Alliance of Maine 
Daryl DeJoy 
Executive Director 
Penobscot, ME 
 
Wildlife Information Center 
Dan Kunkle 
Executive Director 
Slatington, PA 
 
Will Steger Foundation 

 
Wisconsin Audubon Council 
Sarah Stoll 
President 
Sheboygan, WI 
 
Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters 
Kerry Schumann 
Executive Director 
Madison, WI 
 
Wyoming Conservation Voters 
Kate Wright 
Executive Director 
Cheyenne, WY 
 
Yonder Star Christmas Shop, LLC 
Brett Snyder 
Owner 
Arendtsville, PA 
 
ZEn LLC 
Catherine Zimmer 
Principal 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Zumbro Valley Audubon Society 
O. William Bruins 
Conservation Chair 
Rochester, MN 

Executive Director 
Minneapolis, MN 
Nicole Rom 
 


