
 
 
January 18, 2017 
 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

  

My name is Joe Newport and I’m the Director of Public Safety/Police Chief at Indiana State 

University.   I have been with the ISU PD since 1999. 

  

ISU is an urban campus located within Terre Haute, IN.  Student and staff population exceeds 

15,000 persons. 

  

I’m familiar with the LDH100 Series Lockdown Hardware that has been installed on our 

classroom door crash bars.  This idea was developed by ISU employee Jeff Bensinger a few years 

ago after a former ISU Police Chief noticed significant delays in securing a building while 

conducting our semi-annual emergency classroom drills.  The delays were caused by the inability 

to secure crash bars that are locked in the “open” position.  A small tool was needed to unlock the 

crash bar.  This was normally on the belt of a custodial employee or in a remote location, far from 

building occupants who would be best served by an immediate lockdown of a building. 

  

Later, nearly all campus classroom buildings having a crash bar, were modified to have a 

Lockdown Hardware button assembly installed.  This avoided having to find a tool or a “key” to 

secure the locking capabilities of a standard crash bar.  In our regular preparedness training for 

campus emergencies, we have found this to be a quick, convenient and reliable option when 

locking down a building. 

  

Like most college locations, we’ve been pretty fortunate with actual events.  We have had our 

share of threatening situations however. Late last semester (Fall of 2016), a written bomb threat 

was discovered at the Science Building on the main campus.  This is one of the largest classroom 

buildings here.  The content of the note was such that the response to this threat needed to be 

prompt and thorough.  Immediate evacuation and classroom lockdown was essential.  Having this 

extra advantage was quite helpful in securing the many rooms of the building. 

  

The department I manage is responsible for emergency response training for the campus.  We 

conduct regular sessions where we instruct new employees, student groups and faculty on 

emergency response/active shooter situations. 

  

We show a power point that includes slides on classroom safety.  Four of the slides are attached 

to this email.  One of the four illustrates the crash bar conversion.  Oftentimes, people have talked 

about the inconvenience they have experienced with the traditional model and have favorable 

comments about this change. 

  

I have gone on record here at ISU supporting this product.  It saves a lot of time and stress, and it 

just makes sense. 

 

Joseph Newport 

Director of Public Safety/Police Chief  

Indiana State University 


