
Top 10 Things to Look for When Buying or Building a Home in Florida 
 
So you’ve decided that you want to buy or build a home in Florida!  
 
Congratulations!  
 
Relocating to the Sunshine State is extremely popular, and there are plenty 
of great reasons for that. However, deciding on what state, or even what 
community you want to move to is only the tip of the iceberg. Next you will 
be faced with a barrage of decisions regarding what you want out of your 
new residence, and whether you are better served to buy an existing home 
or build a new one from scratch.  
 
Here are the top 10 things to look for when buying or building a home in 
Florida: 
 
1. Does the home fit your desired lifestyle? 
 
This is one of those broad questions that might not feel like it has a direct 
application, but it is very important to consider what your new lifestyle is 
going to look like and whether your new home is going to be a good fit for 
that lifestyle.  
 
For example, you might have always had a two-car garage, but your new 
Florida lifestyle might only require one car and a storage area for your golf 
cart.  
 
2. Will you be able to customize the home like you want? 
 
If you are planning to purchase an existing home, you will be constricted to 
work within the boundaries of the house as it is. However, if you build a 
new home you will likely be able to customize specific details like the floor 
plan and countertops. Of course, if you get lucky and find an existing home 



that matches your expectations, then no customization is necessary. But in 
most cases you’ll probably have to build new to get exactly what you want.  
 
3. Building Materials - Concrete or Stucco, Framing or Siding? 
 
Different types of building materials will introduce different maintenance 
requirements for your home. While no one can say definitively which 
building materials are necessarily better, you will want to take some time to 
consider what the materials of your new home will require from you in 
terms of maintenance.  
 
4. Does the community contain the amenities you desire? 
 
Before you settle on a particular community, you should evaluate the 
amenities that it offers compared to other communities in the area. There is 
no shortage of great communities throughout Florida that offer unbelievable 
amenities, so make sure that you are going to be getting the ones you 
really care about! 
 
5. Will you need a golf cart, and is there a place to store one? 
 
Like we mentioned in the first point, golf carts are a big part of the Florida 
lifestyle. In many communities, they are the most popular means of 
transportation. If you are planning to relocate to one of these communities, 
you will want to build the purchase of a golf cart into your relocation budget 
and make sure that your new home has a place to store it.  
 
6. How much maintenance will the landscaping require? 
 
Whether you are purchasing an existing home or building a new one, there 
is almost certainly going to be some form of landscaping around the house. 
You should consider exactly how much maintenance this landscaping is 
going to require to maintain it appropriately.  



 
If it is more work than you are interested in, you will need to hire someone 
else to handle it for you or consider a maintenance-free community where 
the landscaping is handled for you <LINK TO CITRUS HILLS 
MAINTENANCE-FREE PAGE> 
 
7. What restrictions does the homeowners association impose? 
 
Homeowners associations can be either a blessing or a curse, depending 
on how you look at it. While the intent is to protect everyone’s home values 
and the overall appearance of the neighborhood, it is a good idea to talk 
with some people who are already living in the community to get their 
opinions on the homeowners association.  
 
You might also want to attend a meeting and ask questions in advance 
about any changes or modifications you might be planning. You don’t want 
to move all the way to Florida only to find out that the changes you had in 
mind aren’t permitted under the homeowners association’s rules.  
 
8. Will the home contain energy efficient features and appliances? 
 
With new construction, features like this usually come standard. Depending 
on when an existing home was built, that might not be the case. Having an 
energy efficient home can save you dramatically on your energy costs over 
the lifetime of the home, particularly during warm Florida summers. 
 
9. Is the community pet-friendly? 
 
If you are a pet lover, you obviously want to find a community and house 
that will make caring for your pets as convenient as possible. Is there 
ample space for walking and running your dog? Are dog parks available? 
<LINK TO ARTICLE ABOUT CH DOG PARKS> How close is the nearest 
vet?  



 
These are all important questions to ask before you make a purchase 
decision.  
 
10. How easy will it be to make friends? 
 
Many of the amenity-rich communities in Florida have extensive activities 
calendars that create tons of great social situations where you can meet 
new friends. You might also be able to get to know your neighbors through 
different clubs and sports leagues the community supports.  
 
Whether you choose to build a new home or buy an existing one, there are 
many factors you are going to want to consider when planning to relocate 
to Florida.  
 
Make sure that you take the time to iron out answers to these ten items well 
before you decide on the perfect location for your retirement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


