
TCSAAL 2019-2020 Visual Art Competition 
Best Practices for Documenting Artwork 

Documenting your objects/images is essential in presenting your art to the world. Luckily, with 
modern technology, almost anyone can create good quality digital images using cell phones or 
point-and-shoot cameras. The most important thing is to capture true-to-life photos that 
accurately represent and showcase your art.   

 

• LIGHTING – regardless of your camera, proper lighting is essential to properly documenting 
your work. Choose a location with bright and even lighting and avoid using camera flashes 
if possible (as they tend to cause unnecessary shadows/reflections). Some tips for achieving 
the best results are: 

o Shoot outside on cloudy days with diffuse sunlight to minimize any dark shadows. 
o Shoot next to large windows to utilize the spaces’ soft indirect light. 
o Shoot indoors with 2 lamps placed at 45-

degree angles (left/ right) of your piece.  

• If using artificial lighting, 
remember that each type of light 
bulb has a different color. Try to 
stay clear of bulbs that are too 
saturated. Remember, you want 
to capture your art as it actually 
appears in real life. 

• LOCATION – avoid using messy, busy, cluttered or clumsy backgrounds when documenting 
your work. Clear away any distracting elements and isolate the image/object to fully 
showcase your piece. Some tips for achieving the best results 
are: 

o 2D works should be hung or leaned against a clean 
plain surface. 

o 3D works should be placed in front of a simple 
backdrop can be made by taping white, black, or 
middle-grey paper or bed sheet to the wall. Make 
sure the edges of your background exceed your 
camera’s view to create a unified setting. 

• SET-UP – Take time to plan your shots. Make sure that you are fully set-up (with proper 
lighting and in a good location) in order to make a clear, focused and accurate document of 
your work. Some tips for achieving the best results are: 



o Avoid distortion (i.e. keystoning) by 
taking the shot with the camera 
angle set to be parallel with the art. 

o Make a proper exposure (i.e. an 
image that is neither too dark nor too 
light, and you can see the brightest 
and darkest parts of the work). 

o Shoot on the highest image quality 
that your camera allows. 

• If you have a DSLR: shoot large Jpegs or RAW files. Set the ISO to 100 or 200 
to avoid grain and use a high shutter speed (1/60 or greater) or a tripod to 
eliminate shaky pictures. 

• If you are using a camera phone: get as close as possible to the work without 
cutting off elements. Try to hold the camera level and steady (lean it on a 
solid surface) to maximize clarity and reduce blurriness. 

o If the work is very large or complicated, shoot detail shots to capture small elements 
and intricate techniques. If the work is 3D, rotate the object to show documents all 
sides off the piece.  

• 3-DIMENSIONAL ARTWORK – when documenting your artwork, you should take four (4) 
shots.  One from the front, one from the back, one from the side, and one from the top.  
ALL OTHER CATEGORY ENTRIES SHOULD INCLUDE ONLY ONE SHOT (ONLY 3-DIMENSIONAL 
WILL BE A MULTI-SHOT SUBMISSION). 

• MIXED MEDIA – when submitting your entry for, you will need to include a description of 
the media, technique, and method for the piece. 

• MATTING – the matting rules for the Visual Arts competition will be suspended.  Matting 
will not be required for the 2019-2020 competition. 

• NOTES TO THE JUDGE – when submitting, there will be an optional field to add a note to 
the judge if you wish to do so in order to provide more information about the artwork itself. 

• ORGANIZATION – some major advantages to digital photography are the ability to shoot 
many images and immediately see the results. This allows you to make multiple copies of 
your artwork and then select the best one to serve as your documentation. Some tips for 
achieving the best results are: 

o Play with your camera’s setting. This will give you options when selecting a ‘final’ 
photo and increases your chances of accurately representing your piece. 

o If you have a DSLR and a computer: download all your images into a folder. Label 
this folder with your date, name and/or medium (i.e. 2020_JaneDoe_Watercolors). 

• Select the images that look most like you work in real life and copy these 
documents into a subfolder marked with the year, name and competition 
(i.e. 2020_JaneDoe_TCSAALartcomp). 

• Make sure to backup the photographs and/or keep them in a safe location 
on your computer.  

• If you a phone camera and the internet: delete all the images except your 
best shots. Back-up these files sending them to your email account (like 



Google Drive) and/or save them in a cloud-base service (like Dropbox) for 
safe keeping. 


