
 

Inline Hockey Ireland 

Senior Leagues Structure 2017/18 

 

The 2017/18 structure will follow a similar structure to the 2016/17 season, with the addition of a third 

tier and the reintroduction of a cup competition. 

Our leagues are designed to give teams the most competitive hockey possible. 

 

ELITE LEAGUE: 

The Elite League will be comprised of teams from both the Republic of Ireland, and Northern Ireland, 

and like last season will be one straight league. 

This season we have 9 teams: 

● Armagh Stars 

● Bangor Chiefs 

● Cavan Longford Hawks 

● Cork Wolfpack 

● Dublin Rebels 

● Dublin Wolves 

● Kilkenny Storm 

● Perkele Pelicans 

● Rileys 

All teams will play each other twice over the course of the regular season giving teams a total of 16 

regular season games. All Elite League games will be played as stop clock games. 

This year the main trophy will be the League Championship with the Playoffs the secondary trophy. The 

Cup/Shield for each will be swapped round to aline with this. 

Games will be primarily played in the Portadown and Longford Inline Hockey Rinks. 

The Elite League Champions will be awarded a place in the 2019 European League. 

The team that finishes the regular season in last place (9th) will be automatically relegated to League 1. 

The team that finishes the regular season in 2nd last place (8th) will have a playoff against the League 1 

Playoff Winners for an Elite League place the following season. 

 



 

LEAGUE 1: 

League 1 will be comprised of teams from both the Republic of Ireland, and Northern Ireland. 

This season we will have 9 teams: 

● Ballymena Vandals 

● Clare Waves 

● Dublin Wolves 

● East Coast Blaze 

● Shadow Bandits 

● Maigh Eo Bulls 

● Midland Thunder 

● Northern Cyclones 

● Waterford Vikings 

All teams will play each twice over the course of the season giving teams a total of 16 regular season 

games. All League 1 games will be played as running clock. 

Games will be primarily played in the Portadown and Longford Inline Hockey Rinks. 

 

The League 1 Regular Season Champions will be promoted to the Elite League for the following season, 

making the League Championship the main trophy for the year. Like the Elite League the Cup and Shield 

will be swapped round to aline with this. 

Upon the end of the regular season the playoff structure will be as follows: 

● The playoffs will no longer be the main trophy but a chance for a 2nd team to gain promotion; 

● The teams seeded 2-5 will qualify for the Playoff day. In the semi-finals 2nd will play 5th and 3rd 

will play 4th, with the winners progressing to the Final; 

● The two semi-finals and final will be played as 2x20 minute stop clock games; 

● The League 1 Playoff Winners will qualify for a playoff with the 2nd bottom team in the Elite 

League for an Elite League place the following season. 

The teams that finishes the regular season in last place (9th) will be automatically relegated to League 2. 

The team that finishes the regular season in 2nd last place (8th) will have a playoff against the League 2 

Playoff Winners for a place in League 1 the following season. 

 

 

 



 

LEAGUE 2: 

League 2 is an addition for the 2017/18 season and will be comprised of teams from both the Republic 

of Ireland, and Northern Ireland. 

This season we have 7 teams: 

● Armagh Stars 

● Bangor Chiefs  

● Clare Badgers 

● Cork Wolfpack 

● Dun Dealgan Warriors 

● East Coast Blaze 

● Longford Blackhawks 

All teams will play each twice over the course of the season giving teams a total of 12 regular season 

games. All League 2 games will be played as running clock. 

Games will be primarily played in the Portadown and Longford Inline Hockey Rinks. 

 

The League 2 Regular Season Champions will be promoted to League 1 for the following season.  

Upon the end of the regular season the playoff structure will be as follows: 

● The playoffs will no longer be the main trophy but a chance for a 2nd team to gain promotion; 

● The teams seeded 2-5 will qualify for the Playoff day. In the semi-finals 2nd will play 5th and 3rd 

will play 4th, with the winners progressing to the Final; 

● The two semi-finals and final will be played as 2x20 minute stop clock games; 

● The League 2 Playoff Winners will qualify for a playoff with the 3rd bottom team in League 1 for 

a League 1 place the following season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GAMEPLAY: 

This gameplay outline applies to all senior leagues: 

● Stoppage time will only be played in the final 2 minutes and only if the score is a difference of 1 

goals or less. All Elite League games to be played as stop clock. 

● If after regulation time the score is tied, a single 5 minute (straight time) sudden death overtime 

period of 3 on 3 will be played to determine the winning team.  

● If after the sudden death overtime period the score is still tied, teams will choose 3 skaters to 

compete in a shootout to determine the winning team. If extra rounds are needed in the 

shootout to determine a winning team, any skater can shoot whether they have shot before or 

not. 

● A Regulation win is awarded 2 points 

● An Overtime/Shootout win is awarded 2 points 

● An Overtime/Shootout loss is awarded 1 point 

● A Regulation loss is awarded 0 points 

 

FEES: 

Fees will be as follows: 

ELITE: €65 per game 

LEAGUE 1: €55 per game 

LEAGUE 2: €50 per game 

All payments must be made direct to the IHI League Account and cash will not be accepted under any 

circumstances. 

All game fees will be invoiced to each club, on a method that suits them (annually/quarterly/monthly). 

 

TEAM REQUIREMENTS: 

To register a team in any league, teams must have a MINIMUM of 9 players (8 skaters and 1 

goalkeeper) to be eligible for registration. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

On game days, teams must have a MINIMUM of 6 players (5 skaters and 1 goalkeeper) to be eligible 

for that game. Teams that fail to have the minimum number of players will be issued a forfeiture and 

will be assessed a fine. 

 


