
AAU NASH
North American Championship

Tournament Rules

The  safety  of  the  participants  within  this  tournament  is  of  paramount  importance  to  the
Tournament Director and AAU Hockey.  To this end, we require strict adherence to all tournament rules.
The rules detailed below must be reviewed with players, team staff and parents.  In addition, these
Rules must be signed by a Team Official and returned.

1. No parent(s), sibling(s) or spectator(s) may walk onto the ice surface at any time.  This includes
following any Championship game.  Team photographs may be purchased from the tournament
photography vendor and/or may be taken by team officials from the players bench.

2. Abuse  Any  player,  coach,  manager  or  trainer  found  to  be  abusive  toward  any  PLAYER,
TOURNAMENT  OFFICIAL,  OR  VOLUNTEER  shall  be  expelled  from  further  tournament
participation.  Further, any attempt by any team official, player or parent to verbally or physically
intimidate any player, tournament official or tournament volunteer may result in expulsion from
the tournament of the entire team.  This decision will be made solely by the Tournament Director
and will not be negotiable once made.

3. Change On the Fly  All games shall have shift changing on the fly.  There will NOT be a two-
minute buzzer.

4. Checking  This tournament shall NOT have body checking in the Mite (7U or 8U) and/or Squirt
(9U or 10U) divisions.

5. Fighting  Any player receiving a major penalty for fighting and/or any match penalty shall be
suspended for the remainder of the tournament.

6. Game Misconduct  Any team member receiving a game misconduct shall be suspended from
the next tournament game.

7. Goal Differential  At anytime during the third period if the goal differential between the two teams
reaches 6 goals or greater then the game will switch to a Running Clock (Running-Time).  If the
differential narrows to 5 goals or less then the clock will return to standard time-keeping.

8. Jersey Color  The Home Team shall wear white or light color jerseys (sweaters).  The Visiting
Team shall wear dark color jerseys (sweaters).

9. Mouth-guards   A  colored  (non-clear)  mouth-guard  is  required  at  all  Squirt  and  older
classifications.

10. Neck  Guards   A throat  protector  is  required  for  all  goaltenders  and  recommended for  all
players.

11. Playing Rules  National Federation of State High School (NFHS) playing rules shall be used (ie.,
9-dot face-offs,  no buzzer,  delayed off-sides and black-puck),  except amended as follows to
reflect:

◦ Non-checking for all classifications for players 10 years old and younger (such as 7U,
8U, 9U, and 10U)

◦ Goal Post Anchors shall not be utilized for all classifications for players 8 years old and
younger (such as 7U and 8U)

◦ and providing for the issuance of Match Penalties where appropriate.

12. Roster  An approved AAU Team List (or AAU Michigan Roster) shall be required as proof of
team-player eligibility.  List (Roster) must be presented to tournament officials before the first
game. In addition, a valid Birth Certificate must be available for each player.  No player shall be
permitted  to  play  without  such  evidence  of  eligibility.   Only  players  listed  on  the  official
tournament roster sheet submitted at the start of the tournament shall be allowed to participate
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in the tournament.

13. Slap Shots  Slap shots shall be permitted even at the Mite (7U & 8U) level.

14. Suspensions  All  suspensions  related  to  assessed  penalties  shall  be  enforced  within  the
tournament.  Any player receiving two majors in the tournament will be suspended for the rest of
the tournament.

15. Time-keeping  All games shall have13-minute periods (13-13-13 stop time).

16. Time-outs  There shall be no Time Outs permitted during Preliminary (round-robin) or Semi Final
games.  Although an on-ice Official may call a Time Out due to an injury.  Each team may call a
single Time Out during the Medal Round games.

17. Travesty  Any player, coach, manager or trainer found to be making a travesty of the game shall
be expelled from tournament play.

18. Teams shall report to the dressing room forty minutes prior to the scheduled game time.  All
teams are requested to be prepared to play up to twenty minutes in advance of scheduled times
if tournament conditions permit.  Teams unable to make the scheduled starting time shall forfeit
the game.

19. Teams shall remain in the dressing room until the Zamboni has left the ice and the gates have
been closed.

20. Teams must present all prior game sheets during the tournament.  It is the responsibility of the
respective teams to obtain the game sheet after the game has ended.  Failure to produce the
previous game sheets will prevent a team from taking the ice until the sheet(s) in questions are
produced.  Excessive delay could result in the forfeit of a game.

21. No overtime during Preliminary games.  Each Preliminary (round-robin) game shall be awarded
two points for a victory, one point for a tie and zero points for a loss.

22. In the eventuality of a regulation-time tie during a Medal Round game, there shall be 5-minute
sudden victory periods, until a winner is declared.  All such overtime periods shall be played with
four (4) skaters per side.

23. In the event teams are tied in points at the end of a non-Medal Round (i.e., preliminary round-
robin and/or 1st round, 2nd round), the standings for that particular round shall be determined in
accordance with the following tie-breaker scheme.

Head to Head:  The tied teams are ranked in a descending order according to the win-loss
result of games played between the tied teams.  In a 3-way tie scenario [where (a) each
team has defeated 1 of the other tied with, while losing to the other or (b) where all 3 have
tied each other] then the tiebreaker advances to the next element.

Most Wins:  The tied teams shall be ranked in descending order according to most wins
during all preliminary round games (most wins takes precedence over teams with less).

Quotient:  The tied teams shall be ranked in a descending order according to a
team's goals for (GF) divided by goals against (GA) during all preliminary games
(greater 'Q' to lower 'Q').  In any divide by zero scenario, the team(s) having no
goals against shall be ranked ahead the team(s) that have allowed 1 or more
goals.

Quickest  1  st   Goal:   The team scoring  the  earliest  goal  during  any of  the
preliminary round games of the tournament.

Coin toss.
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24. The tournament director reserves the right the make all decisions regarding tournament rules,
regulations and/or protests.

25. The majority of on-ice penalties (other than MATCH PENALTIES described below) may NOT be
appealed.  Decisions of on ice Game Officials (referees) are considered final.

26. A MATCH PENALTY shall be assessed to any Player or Team Official who commits one or more
of the following actions:

a) Deliberately  inflicting  physical  harm,  or  attempting  to  do  so,  to  any  Game  Official,
including off-ice officials.

b) Deliberately injuring, or attempting to do so, any opposing Player or Team Official.

c) Behaving  in  any  manner  that  is  critically  detrimental  to  the  conducting  of  the  game,
including  spitting  at  an  opponent,  spectator,  game  or  team  official,  or  verbally
threatening  a  Game  Official,  opposing  Team  Official  or  opposing  Player  with  physical
harm.

Any MATCH PENALTY requires the immediate removal of the assessed Player or Team Official
for the balance of the game and a five-minute time penalty shall be assessed.  In addition, a
hearing shall be scheduled following the game that the offense occurred and before the teams
next game, in order to determine if additional penalties shall be assessed.

Any  MATCH  PENALTY assessed  within  a  team’s  Final  Game  of  the  tournament  shall  be
forwarded to that teams home NASH league for further action.

It is hereby certified that team official(s) have reviewed these rules with players, team staff and parents
of our team.

                                                                                                                                                                    
Team Official Signature (Please print & Sign) Date

revision: January 1, 2017
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