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PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
Chapter 11:2-35 Part 1: October 17 - 22

TUESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 11:2-4

 · Verse 2 is the start of a detailed history of the ancient Mediterranean and 
Middle Eastern region about 300 years after Daniel’s time. Firstly, Daniel 
gave details of some of the Persian kings up to Xerxes. Second, the vision to 
Daniel foretold the rise of the Greek empire and defeat of the Persians.

	· Read	the	following	account	of	the	rise	of	these	kings,	and	see	if	you	can	match	
some	of	these	events	to	particular	scripture	references	(ie	certain	phrases)	in	
these	3	verses:

 · The successors of Cyrus are:
 · Cambyses (530-522)
 · Pseudo-Smerdis (522)
 · Darius I Hystaped (522-486)
 · The fourth king is Xerxes I (485-465), the same one as Ahasuerus of Esther.

MONDAY
	· Read: Daniel 11:2-35
	· Highlight or note some interesting words, sentences or paragraphs.
	· Write down any questions you might have.

Questions

Tip: Try reading it twice, in two different translations
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WEDNESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 11:5-9
 · For most of the period after the division of Greece, Judah was caught up in 
a constant struggle between two of the larger powers: the Seleucids to the 
North and Ptolemaic empire of Egypt to the South. In these verses the two 
kingdoms are referred to as follows:

 · ‘Kings of the South’ always refer to the Ptolemaic rulers of Egypt
 · ‘Kings of North’ always refer to the Seleucids of Syria

 · What is outlined in these verses are details of these struggles, predicting with 
incredible accuracy the development of these two powers, and their struggle 
over the territory of Judah.

 · At this point, it would be good to reflect again on the purpose of these amazing 
predictions, and their corresponding accurate fulfilment. What	would	this	
have	done	to	encourage	&	motivate	the	people	of	God	in	these	periods,	
and	since?

Soon after Xerxes’ accession in 485 BC, he brutally crushed revolts in Egypt and Babylonia, which contributed to 
his riches and power. He was now ready to use this power and wealth against Greece, in revenge for their earlier 
embarrassment of the Persians. The banquet feast in Esther 1 was thus not just a drinking feast, but a means to 
stir everyone up against Greece, and lay plans for large scale invasion.

This great expedition against Greece began in spring of 481, yet resulted in humiliating loss of Persian navy 
at Salamis (W of Athens) in 480 BC. The only consolation was a brief conquest of Athens itself, in which they 
destroyed the Parthenon, an act that left a bitter taste in the Greeks for centuries.

For the next 150 years (after the events of 490 BC) ill feelings continued to swell between Persia and Greece.

At last a ‘mighty king arose’, who roused the Greeks to invade the Persians, partly on the premise of seeking 
revenge for the destruction of Athens, but more so for the lust of conquest itself.

Alexander succeeded his father, Phillip II of Macedon, to the throne in 336 BC, and in 334 launched an attack 
against Persians (at that time under Darius III)

In just 3.5 years Alexander exercised his authority to conquer the mighty Persian empire, finally defeating them 
at Gaugamela in 331 BC.

Because of his untimely death in 323 BC at age 32, Alexander’s rise to power was short lived. Without a son old 
enough to inherit his throne, his kingdom fell not to his posterity but was broken up as his military commanders 
scrambled to grab what power they could for themselves.

Alexander did have as son by princess Roxana. However during the ‘Wars of the Diadochi’ (‘the successors’), the 
young son was murdered in 309 BC.

In the final analysis Alexander’s kingdom was divided among four generals (as seen in Daniel 8:5-8). None of his 
generals came close to the authority, and scope of reign, as Alexander did.
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FRIDAY
	· Read: 11:21-28

 · Mithridates, the son of Antiochus III, had been held as a hostage in Rome after 
the Treaty of Apamea (188BC). He was not the heir but he gained the throne by 
trickery and took the name Antiochus IV Epiphanes. He is the despicable ‘little 
horn’ from Daniel 8, the great persecutor of the Jewish people.

 · These verses detail his rise to power and the circumstances around his 
plundering of the temple in Jerusalem. This continued detailed prophecy, 
which subsequently was fulfilled with stunning accuracy, all leads to this. 
Why	do	you	think	so	much	attention	is	given	in	predicting	the	actions	
of	this	despicable	person?

THURSDAY
	· Read: Daniel 11:10-20

 · This section details the rise and fall of Antiochus III whose daughter Cleopatra 
ruled Egypt after the death of her husband Ptolemy V. The intrigue and 
treachery described here in somewhat poetic language remind us that people 
haven’t changed much over the centuries. By now, you should be utterly 
astounded at the detail and accuracy of these prophecies! You may also be 
wondering why we have them?

 · In Dan 8:8-9 we see Alexander the Great (the ‘large horn’), then four horns. 
Then there comes a ‘little horn’ out of the four, which is Antiochus. This 
represents a jump of more than 100 years From Seleucus (312-280) to 
Antiochus IV (175-164). The material in 11:5-20 fills in this gap.

 · The primary purpose though is to show how Antiochus’ reign was a product 
of struggle between Egypt and Syria, which had Judah caught up in it. In 
fact at the heart of the struggle was the land between them. Though tiny 
and insignificant, Judah was the prize that they both sought. This is not too 
dissimilar to today! Why	do	you	think	the	territory	of	Judah	was	so	highly	
prized?	What	is	the	significance	of	this	piece	of	land?



SATURDAY
	· Read: Daniel 11:29-35

 · Antiochus was defeated by the Romans in Egypt and had to withdraw and return 
to Syria. He was very angry and he took his anger out on the Jews in Jerusalem. 
The daily sacrifices were stopped and the temple was desecrated. Continued 
persecution led to the Maccabean revolt which resulted in independence for 
Judah for 100 years (after 20 years of war). 
 
Look	up	the	‘Maccabean	revolt’	on	wikipedia	to	get	the	historical	
background	of	this	successful	Jewish	revolution	against	Antiochus.

http://ruc.org.za

