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PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
Chapter 9:1-19 September 26 - October 1

TUESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 9:1-2

 · Who did Darius the Mede succeed as ruler of Babylon? What kingdom replaced 
Babylon?

 · What was Daniel doing that led to his new insight?

 · The word ‘LORD’ (notice the capitals), representing the name God revealed to 
Moses at the burning bush (YHWH) is used for the first time in the book of Daniel 
here. See how many other instances you can find in chapter 9. What do you think 
is the significance of the word appearing here?

 · Why were the Israelites in exile?
	· TIP:	Read	Jeremiah	25:8-12

 · What is the significance of the 70 years?
	· TIP:	2	Chronicles	36:19-21

MONDAY
	· Read: Daniel 9:1-19
	· Highlight or note some interesting words, sentences or paragraphs.
	· Write down any questions you might have.

Questions

Tip: Try reading it twice, in two different translations
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WEDNESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 9:3-6
 · Daniel clothed himself in sackcloth and ashes. What was the significance of 
this?

	· TIP:	Read	2	Samuel	3:31

 · What is the meaning, and the significance, of Daniel ‘Turning his face toward the 
Lord’ (v3)?

	· TIP:	Read	Jeremiah	29:12-13

 · Verse 4-5 describes Daniel praying a prayer of confession on behalf of the 
nation of Israel! It’s not often we think of confession this way. Read these other 
instances of similar prayers by OT saints to get a sense of how important this is:

 · Ezra 9:6-10:5
 · Nehemiah 1:5-11, 9:5-37
 · Psalm 79
 · List the different words/phrases Daniel uses for sin below:

 · Sinned
 ·  
 ·  
 ·  
 ·  

 · This is not a vague confession of sin, but a meticulous listing of the ways in 
which they had sinned – wrongdoing, wicked acts, rebellion, disobedience, 
failure to listen to the prophets, kings and other leaders. In contrast, too often our 
prayers of confession are vague! Let this prayer transform the way you pray, and 
in particular, the way you confess your sins before the LORD.

THURSDAY
	· Read: Daniel 9:7-12
 · The focus in this part of Daniel’s prayer is on the nation of Israel and their 
constant rebellion against God. Read Leviticus 26:14-45 and Deuteronomy 28:15-
68 for background.

 · What is the significance of the phrase ‘To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness.’ 
(v7)?

	· Hint: It’s in contrast to the next phrase!



3

SATURDAY
	· Read: Daniel 9:15-19

 · Having acknowledged his and his people’s sin, Daniel turned his attention to the 
Lord’s honour. He asked God to ‘make your face shine upon your sanctuary’ and 
restore Jerusalem and the people of Israel for the glory of his own name. This is a 
counter-intuitive response, where the focus is on God restoring His own glory! 
Think about how this differs from the way we pray, and respond to the 
consequences of our sin.

 · The word ‘name’ appears a few times in this section. 
Count how many times, and reflect on the significance.

FRIDAY
	· Read: Daniel 9:13-14
 · What is the significance of the opening phrase: “As it is written in the Law of 
Moses, all this calamity has come upon us...”?

	· Hint: think about what it means about taking God’s word, and his 
promises, seriously!

 · Do you think Israel could have avoided this calamity? Write down the verse or 
phrase (from this section) that brings you to your conclusion:

 ·

 · Despite this calamity, Daniel doesn’t blame God, and instead continues to 
describe God’s goodness. List some of the positive descriptions of God below:
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