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PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
Chapter 6: August 1 - August 5

TUESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 6:1-5

 · As we saw on Sunday Darius the Mede took over the Babylonian kingdom after 
Belshazzar was killed. Darius is mentioned in Ezra 4:5 and Haggai 1:1. Darius 
reorganized the administration of the Babylonian kingdom and he gave Daniel 
one of the highest positions, ruling over 120 provincial officials! What do you 
think motivated Darius to put Daniel in this high position?

MONDAY
	· Read: Daniel 6
	· Highlight or note some interesting words, sentences or paragraphs.
	· Write down any questions you might have.

Questions

Tip: Try reading it twice, in two different translations

Think about the fact that this is an entirely new empire (ie Persian empire), and 
new ruler. How would Darius have known about Daniel and his ‘pedigree’ from 
the previous Babylonian regime?

Clue
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THURSDAY
	· Read: Daniel 6:10-15

 ·  Daniel did not obey this new law and he continued to pray to the Lord Almighty three 
times a day. Do you think he considered himself above the law? How would you 
reconcile this with a Christian ethic to ‘submit to rulers & authorities’ (eg Romans 13:1, 1 
Peter 2:13-15, Titus 3:1)

 · Does it seem that Darius would have liked to change the decree and what does 
that reveal about his opinion of Daniel?

Clue Read Acts 5:27-32

WEDNESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 6:6-9
 · Recall from the introduction to the Daniel series that chapters 3 & 6 form a 
parallel, in that both chapters recount a story of faithfulness to God amidst 
a pressure to conform to an unbiblical ideal. There will be many parallels 
between these two chapters, but begin making a list of parallel story themes 
from this small section. An example has been given to get you going!

Note the exemplary characteristics of Daniel once again highlighted in this chapter:

Notes

CHAPTER 3
Threatened with fiery furnace Threatened with a den of lions

CHAPTER 6
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SATURDAY
	· Read: Daniel 6:23-28

 · Do you think the King’s punishment for those who tried to murder Daniel was 
too harsh?

 · Darius then sent out a new decree. What did this decree command the people 
to do?

 · Now that you’ve finished reading this chapter, perhaps go back and fill in more 
entries in the table comparing chapters 3 & 6 above (Wednesday’s study).

FRIDAY
	· Read: 6:16-22

 · Darius could not reverse his decree, so he ordered Daniel to be cast into the 
den of lions. Note what he said to Daniel. Do you think that he believed that 
Daniel’s God could save him?

 · The stone was sealed so that no-one could tamper with it and Darius spent the 
night in fasting, and with little sleep. What does this tell you about Darius’ view 
of Daniel? Is it possible that he was praying to Daniel’s God?

 · The ruler of this vast empire rushed out early in the morning to see if his servant 
had been miraculously saved from death! His words to Daniel reveal his respect 
for Daniel’s God. How does he refer to Daniel’s God?

 · To what does Daniel attribute this intervention from God?

Clue Also read v20

Clue Read Deuteronomy 19:16-21 for God’s instruction regarding false witnesses.
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