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PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
Chapter 5: July 25 - July 30

MONDAY
	· Read: Daniel 5

 · Chapter 4 & Chapter 5 form a parallel, in that they are speaking about the same 
subject, but from a different view. What is the main	point of chapters 4 & 5?

 · What is the key difference between these two stories in these two chapters?

TUESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 5:1-4

 · The story suddenly jumps 23 years, to the reign of Belshazzar. 
Verse 2 says that Nebuchadnezzar was his father, but we know he was not his 
direct father. What do you think is the relationship between these two men?

Daniel must have been 
around 80 years old at this stage!

 · What were the vessels of gold and silver and why did Belshazzar ask for them?

Clue there was no word identifying ‘grandmother’ or ‘grandfather’

Clue Read Daniel 1:1-2
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	· The	king	was	clearly	terrified	by	the	appearance	of	the	hand	writing	on	the	wall!	
Why	was	he	so	terrified	and	how	did	his	terror	manifest	in	his	physical	body?	
List	some	of	the	descriptions	of	his	physical	response	below:

	· How	did	Belshazzar	try	and	solve	this	mystery?	

	· What	is	the	extraordinary	piece	of	irony	in	the	mothers	greeting	of	Belshazzar?

Interesting note: 
One of the descriptions of his response was that ‘his limbs gave way’ (ESV), 

which can mean ‘his bowels were loosened’.

THURSDAY
	· Read: Daniel 5:10-12

 · The wives of the king were present at the banquet, so the queen referred to in 
verse 1 was either Belshazzar’s mother or grandmother. She heard the news 
of this disturbance and remembered Daniel. What are Daniel’s attributes, 
according to the queen? Use the space below to list all his qualities:

Clue Read verse 30

WEDNESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 5:5-9
 · One of the differences between this account & chapter 4 (See Monday’s 
question) is that Belshazzar is not having a dream, he is seeing something in 
‘real time’. How do we know this?

Clue Read Dan 5:8, 16
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SATURDAY
	· Read: Daniel 5:17-30

 · Daniel began his interpretation of the writing by reminding Belshazzar about 
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and his fall from power. He then drew a parallel 
between the two kings. What was his point in drawing attention to this?

 · How were Belshazzar and his courtiers dishonouring God?

 · What was the meaning of the actual words on the wall, and how did Daniel, 
with God’s guidance, interpret them?

 · What happened to Belshazzar that same night, and what is the significance of 
the last verse?

FRIDAY
	· Read: 5:13-16

 · Does the fact that Daniel was not at the banquet give us any clues as to his 
status in Babylon at that time?

 · What is the significance of both Belshazzar and his mother using Daniel’s 
Hebrew name? (Verse 12-13).

 · What did he promise Daniel?

Clue Read Isaiah 13:17
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