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PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
Chapter 4: July 18 - July 23

MONDAY
	· Read: Daniel 4
	· Highlight or note some interesting words, sentences or paragraphs.
	· Write down any questions you might have.

Questions

TUESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 4:1-3
 · Do you think these verses belong directly after the story in chapter 3 (ie should 
be a continuation of chapter 3), or do you think they fit with the story to come (ie 
they’re in the ‘right’ place)?

 · What do these verses reveal about how 
Nebuchadnezzar’s view of ‘the Most High 
God’ is changing?

Tip: Try reading it twice, in two different translations

Note: The Hebrew/
Aramaic texts originally 
had no verse or chapter 
numberings. This only 
came about roughly in 
the 15th century!

compare these verses to the list you made two weeks ago 
(ie compared to Daniel 2:47, 3:15, 3:28-30)

Clue
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WEDNESDAY
	· Read: Daniel 4:4-9
 · Do you think v4 indicates anything about Nebuchadnezzar’s state of mind as 
King of Babylon?

THURSDAY
	· Read: Daniel 4:10-18
 · Describe Nebuchadnezzar’s dream

draw it in the space below!

	· Compare	Nebuchadnezzar’s	approach	to	finding	an	interpretation	for	this	dream,	
with	his	approach	to	the	dream	in	chapter	2.	Note	two	key	differences:

1.	Approach	to	his	own	‘crew’:
2.	View	of	Daniel:	

	· Do	you	think	there’s	any	significance	behind	Nebuchadnezzar	using	Daniel’s	
Hebrew	name	in	v8?

The following is an inscription from a piece of the palace uncovered during 
archaeological excavations:

‘The palace, the seat of my royal authority, a place of union of mighty peoples, 
abode of joy and happiness, the place where proud ones are compelled to 
submit, I rebuilt upon the bosom of the wide world... My royal decisions, my 
imperial commands, I cause to go forth from it’ (Building inscription no 9)

Clue
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FRIDAY
	· Read: Daniel 4:19-27
 · What does Daniel’s response tell you about his attitude towards 
Nebuchadnezzar?

	· Compare	Daniel’s	re-telling	of	the	dream	in	v20-23	and	Nebuchadnezzar’s	
re-telling	in	v13-17,	noting	the	differences.	One	key	difference	is	the	result	of	the	
‘watchers’	action.	Why	do	you	think	
Daniel	adds	this	detail?

	· What	two	things	did	Daniel	advise	
Nebuchadnezzar	to	do	to	avoid	this	
fate?

1. (V25-26): 
2. (V27):

	· Compare	Nebuchadnezzar’s	dream	to	Ezekiel	31:5-6.	Based	on	this,	what	do	
you	think	is	the	point	of	the	metaphor?

	· Who	(or	what)	do	you	think	was	the	‘watcher’?

	· Compare	the	image	of	the	‘stump’	in	verse	15	to	Isaiah	6:13.	Based	on	this,	what	
do	you	think	the	stump	is	referring	to?

	· Why	is	there	a	change	of	pronoun	from	‘it ’	to	‘he’	in	verse	15?	What	is	the	‘it ’	
and	who	is	the	‘he’?

	· Read	verse	17	in	various	translations.	Who	does	God	give	kingdom	
responsibility	to?	Do	you	have	an	idea	of	what	this	might	be	pointing	towards?

Clue Read Zechariah 9:9-10

Clue compare to the dream in Daniel 2:44

‘Watcher’ is only used in Daniel 4. Most likely it is related to a Hebrew word 
meaning ‘to arouse’ or ‘awaken’.

Clue

how does Daniel address Nebuchadnezzar in v19?Clue



SATURDAY
	· Read: Daniel 4:28-37
 · How long after the dream does this incident take place?
 · Describe the essence of Nebuchadnezzar’s actions here, and contrast it to the 
warning Daniel gave him just a few verses before.

 · Describe how the warning in the dream was fulfilled in Nebuchadnezzar’s life.
 · What was the key to the change in fortunes for Nebuchadnezzar? Write down 
the verse describing the moment of change for Nebuchadnezzar:

 · “                                                                                                                                             “

 · v34-35 is one of greatest expressions of the 
sovereignty of God in the Bible, here by a 
Babylonian king! What do you think this 
indicates about Nebuchadnezzar’s view 
of God?

Note: this is the last 
time we will compare 
Nebuchadnezzar’s response 
to God’s actions in his life (it’s 
the last we’ll hear of him!). 
Consolidate a view of your own 
as to whether Nebuchadnezzar 
became a believer.
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